




































































































































































































































































PETITION OF BENJAMIN ROWAN

Hanging Rock Creek. In 1780 American militia under General Thomas Sumter crossed the
creek near this point to attack the Tories and British encamped on the heights above the creek.

The engagement is known as the Battle of Hanging Rock. State Historic Preservation Office,
SCDAH.
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n 1791 James Thurston, a blind veteran of the Revolutionary War, was living in Laurens County,

South Carolina, with his wife and two small children. His bitterness at his treatment while imprisoned
at Ninety-Six comes through in his petition. During 1781 and 1782 he served 115 days as a private in
General Thomas Sumter’s Brigade and as a sergeant under General Henderson.! On 20 August 1779
Thurston lost a black horse in the expedition to Stono. Both the Senate and House of Representatives
agreed to Thurston’s petition and he was granted an annuity. In 1793 he collected 34 pounds 16 shillings
and 8 pence to support himself and his family.”

To protect the British retreat from Coosawhatchie, Major General Augustine Prevost left a “rear guard”
of several hundred men at Stono Ferry, twelve miles from Charleston. General Benjamin Lincoln attacked
the British position on 20 June 1779. Although Stono Ferry was a major engagement, the results of the
battle were inconclusive because neither force would leave the field. The conflict took place south of
Rantowles on the north side of the Stono River.

Thurston purchased 100 acres in 1790 on Thurston’s Branch of Mudlick Creek. In 1799 he sold this
property to John Charles. His wife Mary renounced her dower right. In 1794 he bought another 100 acre
tract on Mudlick Creek.* In 1800 the Thurston household consisted of one male under ten, one male
between ten and sixteen, one male over forty-five, one female between ten and sixteen, and one female
over forty-five.* Thurston last appeared on the pension list in December of 1801.° There is no estate
settlement indexed in Laurens County for James Thurston.

Sources

1. Possibly William Henderson. In 1775 Henderson was a major in the Sixth Regiment and became a lieutenant
colonel in 1776. In 1780 he transferred to the Third Regiment and was captured when Charleston fell. He was
exchanged and transferred to the First Regiment on | January 1781, was wounded at Eutaw Springs, and was
promoted to colonel. Bobby Gilmer Moss, South Carolina Patriots in the American Revelution (Baltimore: Ge-
nealogical Publishing Company, 1983), pp. 436-37.

2. Records of the General Assembly, Annuitant Reports; Records of the Comptroller General, Accounts Audited
for Revolutionary Service, AA7793; Journals of the House of Representatives, 1791, ed. Michael E. Stevens and
Christine M. Allen (Columbia: University of South Carolina Press, 1791), pp. 338-39, 352.

3. Terry W. Lipscomb. “South Carolina Revolutionary Battles: Part [I,” Names in South Carolina XXI (1974), 23;
Terry W. Lipscomb and George Fenwick Jones, “A Hessian Map of the Stono Battlefield,” South Carolina
Historical Magazine, 82 (1981), 371.

4. Laurens County, Clerk of Court, Deeds, C, p. 290; H, p. 133, E, p. 232.

5. US Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, Population Schedule, Laurens County, 1800, p. 36.

6. Records of the State Treasurer, Treasurer of the Upper Division, Ledgers.

82




General Thomas Sumter, “the Gamecock,” 1732-1832. A colonel of the Sixth Regiment
before the fall of Charlestown, Sumter was placed in charge of all South Carolina militia
on 6 October 1780. Portrait by Rembrant Peale (1778-1860), painted in 1796. Collection
of the Sumter County Museum, Sumter, South Carolina.
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PETITION OF JAMES THURSTON

To the Honorable the President and Senate of the State of South Carolina
May it Please your Honors
The Petition of James Thurston Humbly Sheweth

That your petitioner in the course of the last war with Great Britain served his country in the character
of a private Soldier in a Regiment commanded by Colonel James Williams, with unblemished reputa-
tion—After the fall of Charleston he unfortunately became a prisoner in the hands of the Enemy, and
was immediately committed to close prison in Ninety-Six /now Cambridge/ where his punishment was
much greater than he had reason to expect from a Civiliz'd people; he was while a prisoner & in Jail
taken with the small Pox, and for the want of such attendance as a person in his situation required, and
likewise destitute of the common necessaries of life, he was intirely deprived of the use of both his
Eyes. In this unhappy situation, with a wife and two helpless babes does your petitioner reside in
Laurens County on no other dependance than the Charity of his good neighbors for a subsistence,
which in process of time must and will prove irksome—Your petitioner therefore prays that this Hon-
orable Body will take his most truly lamentable and deplorable situation into their most serious consid-
eration, and grant him such relief as may enable him to stop the cries of his children, which frequently
happens for the want of bread; And your Petitioner as in duty bound will ever pray

Laurens County Signed for
December 1—1791 James Thurston

Records of the Compiroller General, Accounts Audited For Revolutionary Service, AA 7793. SCDAH.
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THE PERILS OF CHANCE—PETITION OF RICHARD WAYNE

ichard Wayne was a wealthy Charlestown merchant who ran afoul of the Confiscation Act of 1782

(Actno. 1153).' On 14 September 1769 he wed Elizabeth Clifford the Younger of St. Bartholomew's
Parish.? As early as |1 November 1778, Wayne was serving under Captain Richard Lushington in the
Charlestown Militia. He also served with James Bentham.? The Seige of Charlestown 29 March—12 May
1780 altered Wayne’s life.

In 1779 British forces concentrated their efforts upon victory in the South. The British were aware of
the strong Loyalist support in that region and wanted to control the southern ports with their access to
the interior. Consequently, in March 1780, Sir Henry Clinton and a well-armed British force besieged
Charlestown. Clinton commanded 8,500 men including British, Hessian, and Loyalist troops, artillery,
and cavalry. Admiral Mariot Arbuthnot breached the harbor defenses on 8 April and turned the guns of
the royal fleet upon the city. Meanwhile, Major General Charles and Lord Cornwallis blocked any
escape across the Cooper River. On 12 May General Benjamin Lincoln surrendered his army and the
city. Lincoln surrendered a force of 6,684—2,650 Continental troops, 3,034 militia, and 1,000 Ameri-
can and French sailors. The conquering British paroled the militia and imprisoned the Continental
troops. Two years of civil war ensued in South Carolina.*

By his account, Wayne was foraging in the Goose Creek area at the time of the surrender. British
troops visited his home and paroled him. He later accepted a British commission. In his defense, Wayne
pleaded his large family—a wife and five children—and his need to provide for them. He also cited his
efforts on behalf of John Postell® and other Americans incarcerated by the British in Charlestown.® A
number of individuals, including Col. John Sander, Stephen Baker—son of Col. Baker of Georgia—
and John Prioleau, testified that Wayne did everything within his power to get them released from the
care of the provost and furnished them with cash and other necessities. Concemned citizens petitioned in
Wayne’s behalf in January of 1783.7

On 24 January 1783 Governor John Matthews addressed the Senate and House of Representatives of
the State of South Carolina. As part of that address, he noted that:

Agreeable to the directions of the ‘Act for disposing of certain Estates and Banishing
certain Persons therein mentioned’ I have caused to be apprehended all persons found
within the State who were objects of that Law; they are now in Confinement, waiting
for an opportunity to transport them to some part of His Britannic Majestys domin-
ions, excepting Messrs. Edmund Petrie, Richard Wayne and James Lynah, who have
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been permitted to remain on their plantations, in consequence of representations
made to me in their behalf, by Major General [Nathanael] Greene, and Brigadr.
General [Francis] Marion ®

With such support, it is no wonder that Wayne was successful in regaining his land. Wayne’s
petition reached the House of Representatives on 30 January 1783. There was considerable debate in
both houses of the General Assembly. On |4 March 1784, the House met to consider the report of the
House committee that had met in free conference with a committee of the Senate and agreed to
relieve a number of individuals, including Richard Wayne, of confiscation and banishment, but to
amerce each estate 12 percent. On 25 March 1784 the House approved “An Act for restoring to
Certain Persons therein mentioned their Estates both Real and Personal, and for permitting the said
Persons to return to this State and for other purposes therein Mentioned.”®

Richard and Elizabeth Wayne buried a daughter on 27 September 1780."° Elizabeth Clifford, mother
of Elizabeth Wayne, mentioned two of the Wayne children in her will of 21 October 1778—Stephen
and Richard Wayne."! By 1790 Richard and Elizabeth and their son Richard, Jr. were in Chatham
County, Georgia.'* One son died in December 1796 and Richard Ir. married Juliana Smyth in Au-
gusta in February 1800. Daughter Elizabeth married George Anderson in November 1794, and daughter
Mary wed Richard M. Stites in Savannah in June 1801." Elizabeth Wayne, wife of Richard Wayne,
Esq., died in Savannah on 18 June 1803 at the age of 52.

SOUI’CCS

). Statutes ar Large of South Carolina, 1V, 516-23; VI, 629.

2. “Records Kept by Colonel Isaac Hayne,” South Carolina Historical Magazine 11(1910) 37; Richard Wayne,
his wife-to-be Elizabeth Clifford the Younger, and trustees Elizabeth Clifford the Elder [mother of the bride] and
Charles Clifford [brother of the bride] executed a marriage settlement involving 661 acres in St. James Parish
Goose Creek and later lot no. 24 on Tradd Street in Charlestown. Brent H. Holcomb, South Carolina Deed
Abstracts, 1776-1783 (Columbia: SCMAR, 1994), 224-25, 259; Brent H. Holcomb, South Carolina Deed Ab-
stracts, 1783-1788 (Columbia: SCMAR, 1996), 34, 313, 363-64, 404, 405, 426.

3. “Notes,” Seuth Carolina Historical Magazine 3 (1902) 113; Bobby G. Moss, South Carolina Parriots in the
American Revolution (Baltimore: Genealogical Publishing Company, 1983), p. 973.

4. Henry Lumpkin, From Savannah to Yorktown: The American Revolution in the South (New York: Paragon
House Publishers, 1987), pp. 41-42, 49, 263.

5. John Postell was the husband of Jane, Elizabeth Clifford Wayne's sister.

6. Records of the General Assembly, Petitions, 1783 #110.

7. Records of the Comptroller General, Accounts Audited for Revolutionary Service, AA8280-A; Journals of
the House of Representatives, 1783—1784, ed. Theodora J. Thompson and Rosa S. Lumpkin (Columbia: Univer-
sity of South Carolina Press, 1977), pp. 19-20.

8. Journals of the House of Representatives, 17831784, pp. 32-33, 42.

9. Ibid., pp. 66, 551-52, 630; Statutes at Large of South Carolina, 1V, 553-54, 624-26; VI, 633-35.

10. Register of St. Philip's Parish, Charles Town or Charleston, S. C., 1754—1810, ed. D. E. Huger Smith and A.
S. Salley, Ir. (Columbia: University of South Carolina Press, 1971), p. 341.

11. Caroline T. Moore, Abstracts of Wills of Charleston District, South Carolina, 1783-1800 (Columbia: R. L.
Bryan, 1974), p. 23.

12. Marie De Lamar and Elizabeth Rothstein, The Reconstructed 1790 Census of Georgia (Baltimore: Genea-
logical Publishing Company, Inc., 1985), p. 54.

13. Marriages and Obituaries from Early Georgia Newspapers. Abstracted by Folks Huxford. (Easley: South-
ern Historical Press, Inc., 1989), pp. 97, 348, 352, 427.

14. Brent H. Holcomb. Marriage and Death Notices from the [Charleston] Times 1800-1821 (Baltimore: Ge-
nealogical Publishing Company, Inc., 1979), p. 65.
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Exchange Building, Charleston. Built between 1767 and 1771, the Exchange was the site of an anti-tea
mass meeting on 3 December 1773. British troops were quartered here after the fall of Charlestown,
and Colonel Isaac Hayne was imprisoned in the dungeon before being hanged as a traitor on 4 August
1781. In 1780 the convention to ratify the Constitution met here, and in 1791 President George
Washington viewed a parade in his honor from its western porch. State Historic Preservation Office.
SCDAH.
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PETITION OF RICHARD WAYNE

South Carolina
To the Honorable John Lloyd Esqr
President and the Honorable the Members of the Senate

The petition of Richard Wayne
Sheweth

That your petitioner by an act of the late Houses of Representatives finding that his property
is confiscated and himself banish’d the State, begs leave in the most respectful manner to lay before
your Honours the particulars of his conduct since the British had footing in this State trusting that the
humanity which is ever inseperable from the breast of a real American will plead for him, and induce
your Honours to pardon, or at least mitigate the rigour of his Sentence

That your Petitioner having been in the Garrison of Chas Town when it was beseig’d by the
British was by the Honble Genl Gadson sent out to Goose Creek to collect sheep for the use of the
Sick in the Hospital, that your Petitioner accordingly got some assistance and collected from the
neighbours about thirty five head, which were immediately sent to Town in a Pettiauga—more sheep
would have been sent down; but on the return of the Boat, information was received, that Lord Cornwallis
had cross’d the River—That in consiquence of which report your petitioner sent a negroe in a smail
canoe to reconitre and see if the British had cross’d; which negroe was taken by the British and never
returned—The communication of Course being cut off between the Town and Country prevented any
more stock being sent to Town. That your Petitioner was a few days after by a party of the British who
came to his house made a Prisoner and Parol’d to his Plantation where he remained untill the surren-
der of Charles Town and some time after, when your Petitioner thinking the British had conquer’d this
State, and induced by the distress which he saw would certainly befall his large family of a wife and
five small children he was reduced to the necessity of taking protection: & immediately after to his
very great surprise was presented with a Commission fill'd up to him; and which your petitioner
declined accepting upon which he was informed that unless he accepted it, he would be look’d upon
by the British with a jealous Eye; and be deprived of the liberty of following the Mercantile Business
which was all that your petitioner depended on for his Family's subsistance; and was at the same time
told that his taking a commission would not be a means of his bearing arms against American, but that
the Militia was only intended to do duty in Charles Town and protect the Citizens thereof in their
property——that your Petitioner was determined never to set against the cause of America nor had any
other inducement to act the part he did, but merely to save the small property he possess’d, and to keep
his Family from perishing-That your Petitioner made it his study to relieve the distress of those who
were sent by the British to Town for steadily adhering to their country’s Cause, to the Provost; some
through the Interest he made in their behalf were Paroled and others he supply’d with Cash, Cloathing,
&c—which they stood much in need of—That your Petitioner upon the late Governour Rutledge
offering pardon to certain persons would have gone out, tho’ not included in his Excellency’s offers of
Grace, and thrown himself on the mercy of his countrymen, but having consulted Mr. John Postell
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PETITION OF RICHARD WAYNE

who was then a Prisoner to the British; and who advised him from it—Telling him that as he was
excepted to by the Governour it would be running a risk of being entirely ruined, and perhaps if sent
back to the British the loss of life; and if he, Mr. Postelll, was shortly exchanged as he expected to be he
would put him on a plan of rendering more service to the Americans in Town than he could out of it,
and at the same time advised him to continue to hold his Commission as it would give the British a
greater confidence in him than if he resigned it.—Your Petitioner acknowledges that he has acted an
unworthy part, but as it was entirely done through the Inducement above mentioned, and as he has seen
his Errors, and did early repent of them, he throws himself on your Honours mercy, and doth most
earnestly pray that your Honour's will be pleas’d to restore him again to the privileges of a citizen of
this State, and the enjoyment of his small property, and your petitioner as in duty bound will ever pray

20th Jan’y 1783 RWayne

Records of the General Assembly, Petitions, 1783 #110. SCDAH.
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PETITION OF RICHARD WAYNE
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Marker honoring the Battle of Hanging Rock, Lancaster County. Hanging Rock, which gave its name
to the conflict, looms behind ithe marker. Thomas Sumter won a major victory here on 6 August 1780.
State Historic Preservation Office, SCDAH.
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Chatham County, Georgia 88
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Loyalists 71-74, 87. See also Tories
Lushington, Richard 87
Lyell, Charles 55
Lyell, David 55
Lyell, Dilmers 55
Lyell, James 55

99




Lyell, John 55
Lyell, Maher 55
Lyell, Mary Blair 55
Lyell, Robert 3
petition of 52-55
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