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A Brief Overview of the 
US Forest Service in SC
• 1901 SC General Assembly passed Act of Consent No. 346

• 1905 US Forest Service formed

• 1911 The Weeks Act Passed

• 1911 Savanah Purchase Unit established (SC and GA)

• 1914 Reservation commission began land purchases in 
Oconee Co. for the General Pickens District

• 1928 the Black River and Wambaw Purchase Unit were 
established 

• 1929 after multiple boundary changes the Savanah was 
merged into the Nantahala Purchase Unit

• 1933 the Black River purchase Unit was discontinued

• 1934 the Long Cane and Enoree Purchase Units were 
established

• July 10, 1936, Franklin D. Roosevelt established the Francis 
Marion NF and three days later July 13,1936 established the 
Sumter national Forest



Francis Marion & Sumter National Forests

4 Ranger Districts
• Andrew Pickens – 84,254 acres
• Enoree—167,519 acres
• Francis Marion—263,677 acres
• Long Cane—122,016 acres

Andrew Pickens

Enoree

Long Cane

Francis Marion



Landscape Restoration 



Timber Management and Production 



FIRE SUPPRESSION
Wildfire suppression later transitioned prescribed fire for fuels and vegetation management to prevent 
catastrophic wildfires and for ecosystem improvement



Expanded Forest Service Mission
Since the agency was founded the Forest Service mission continued to expand. Today’s 
Forest Service manages public lands for multiple missions.

Protect and Manage Lands: Care for national forests and grasslands across 193 million acres, 
ensuring sustainable use, recreation, and wildlife protection

Wildland Fire Management: Handle ground and aerial fire suppression teams, manage 
equipment, track fires with forecasting technology, and lead post-fire restoration.

State, Private, and Tribal Forestry Provide technical and financial assistance to help private 
landowners, states, and tribes manage and protect their forest resources.
Community Support: Assist cities and communities in using local trees and forests to 
promote rural economic development.

Research and Development: Develop scientific and technical knowledge through major 
research organizations to improve forest health  

Heritage Program: Program to protect and preserve important archaeological, 
architectural and tribal sites on the Forest. 



Forest Service Heritage Program
National Historic Preservation 
Act 

The historical and cultural 
foundations of the Nation should 
be preserved as a living part of 
our community life and 
development to give a sense of 
orientation to the American 
people. 16U.S.C. 470(b)(3)

It shall be the policy of the 
Federal Government to foster 
conditions under which our 
modern society and our 
prehistoric and historic resources 
can exist in productive harmony 
and fulfill the social, economic 
and other requirements of 
present and future generations 
(NHPA Section 2).



USFS Heritage Sites

Neal Shoals Hyrdoelectric (38UN324 )



Forest Service Cemetery Management

Incidental Stewardship: Historic, family, and community graveyards already existed 
on many tracts of land when they were designated as national forests

Rather than operating them as active burial sites, the U.S. Forest Service manages 
these plots as cultural resources or historical features, occasionally providing basic 
access or maintenance and only rarely interpretation.



Sumter NF Cemeteries
Cemeteries are relatively common the Sumter National Forest. They are considered sacred as well as 
having anthropological and archaeological value. They are protected by state laws but less so under 
federal laws. Many historic period cemeteries are known, since they appear on county maps and on 
Forest Service land acquisition plats and/or associated with churches.



Cemetery Exceptions



Cemetery Exceptions



Old Shaw Baptist Church Cemetery Chester County—Enoree 
Ranger District  



Old Shaw Baptist Church Cemetery  (38CS475)
The cemetery is  associated with Old 
Shaw Baptist Church which probably 
burned in mid 19th century. The earliest 
burial dates  to 1805 and continued until 
at least 1880. 
Contains:
• 10 marked with inscribed stones
• 38 marked by uninscribed stones 
• Probably additional unmarked burials  

(depressions)
• The location of the church has not yet 

been determined.



Old Tranquil Methodist Cemetery & Church 
(38NE377)



38NE377 Site Form



Hurricane Helene



Impacted areas



Damage 
Assessments

Forest Service archaeologists began working 
to document damage to archaeological sites 
and cemeteries beginning in October 2024.

To date, FM&S archaeologists, archaeologists 
deployed from other Forests and Southeastern 
Conservation Corps Interns have completed 
over 100 damage assessments. 



38UN668 Rice-McClure Cemetery—Union County, Enoree 
Ranger District



38ED146 Martin 
House and Cemetery

• 18th-19th century house ruin with two 
chimney piles and one grave marker were 
previously recorded.

• The site is associated with Capt. Abram 
Martin served with George Washington 
during the French and Indian War.

• The family with eight children emigrated 
from Virginia in 1769 and established a 
farm and store in Edgefield called  the 
community “Martintown” for which 
Martintown Rd. is named.



The New Bordeaux cross, Mcormick County



38ED52 
Grafton/Crafton 
House and Cemetery

An 18th/19th Century House and Cemetery  
which are approximately 100 yards apart and 
appears well preserved.

Cemetery contains named graves of Lucy C. 
Grafton (1795-1805) and about a dozen other 
graves. May be one of the earliest 
settlements in the area.

Probable Gravestone in tree trip roots



38MC1252 
Burkhalter-Gilchrist 
Cemetery 

• Small family cemetery West of 
Key Rd

• Approximately a dozen graves 
dating to the 19th Century



38MC360
(Badwell 
Cemetery)

Badwell/Alston Cemetery—Also, designated as K-
1005 by the Army Corps. The cemetery was also 
expanded to include removals from Cemeteries C-
233, F-522C, H-760, J-930 

• Enclosed family cemetery including members 
of the Gibert and Petigru family.  

• Cemetery is eligible for listing on the National 
Register of Historic Places and was nominated 
in 1984; however, NPS requested changes to 
the nomination which were never completed.

• Cemetery was extensively vandalized in the 
early 1996s. One event severely damaged four 
of the 20 grave markers and one was stolen.

• Forest Service spent significant money on 
rehabilitation of the damage and development 
of cemetery management plan.



Previous 
Cemetery work
Cemetery vandalized in 1996, and repairs 
were not undertaken until 2009

Cemetery Conservation 
Assessment/Restoration Plan $6,800

Cemetery Restoration (restore markers, 
stabilize wall and gate) $40,950

CSS Agreement with McCormick County 
Historical Commission for cemetery 
maintenance $1,500

Restored Tabletop grave markerReplica Daddy Tom grave marker



Badwell Expanded
In addition to the enclosed area that is traditionally believed to 
be the Badwell cemetery there are two other cemeteries in the 
same area.

.



Helene caused 
extensive damage to 
stone wall and grave 
markers 

• Recommend removing and repairing bowed wall section and repair of any 
damage to markers.

• Will  require additional survey to locate and map the burials throughout the 
entire cemetery.

• Would like to remove additional vegetation from around the cemetery to 
prevent future damage.



The Long Road Ahead
• The Forest Service has received substantial five-year funding to help 

repair damage to Forest Service infrastructure damaged by the 
hurricane including heritage sites.

• Unfortunately, much of this work has been slowed by dramatic 
decrease in Forest Service staffing in 2025. 

• Beginning in October, the Forest Service will specifically have 
chainsaw crews from SECC working to cut debris from cemeteries 
and other priority heritage sites.

• Several projects designed to identify additional historic cemeteries 
on the Sumter NF are now underway to help better manage these 
resources.

• The Forest Service is seeking partners to assist in the management of 
these sites and will be issuing Notices of Funding Availability to 
partner with nonprofits on specific projects beginning in FY 2027.
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