Reclaming Rephraim Cemetery:
Life and Afterlife Connected
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Rephaim Plantation prior to the Civil War

Name modified after the warto Rephraim

1850 census - 66 enslaved men, women, and
children

The name of the place is scriptural “Rephaim” or
corn producing given by old John David Mongin
who had very little of the scripture in him. If I
purchase the plantation, I shall show taste
enough to give it a more appropriate name.

As usual, Mrs. Pope opposes this move.. .

Nov20 1847

Letter from Thomas Fenwick Drayton


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Drayton buys Rephaim Plantation in 1847
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Enslaved toiled to make Rephaim
prosperous

Active cemeteryaccessible to
families and friends buried in the
cemetery

Over 300 headstones and at least
200 unmarked graves


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Rephraim started as a cemetery for people enslaved at Rephaim plantation and then used by freedman and their descendants. It is still in use today.


Reclaiming Rephraim

e 2022 - ACallto Action (from Campbell
Chapel AME Church)and the Palmetto Bluff
Conservancymet to discuss engaging the
localchurches to work together with the
Conservancystaffto clean and maintain
Rephraim Cemetery.

2023 - Partnership began between 7 local
churches and the Palmetto Bluff
Conservancy with Proctor Hill Baptist Church
as the lead



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The cemetery is on land not managed by the Palmetto Bluff Conservancy, so the maintenance and restoration is not funded through the non-profit Conservancy.


Meetings
 Historyofland and people
* Main concerns

* Collective vision for the
future ofthe cemetery

ain Goals

e Return to safe and
aesthetically pleasing
place

* Create clear visibility for
drivers

e Set maintenance
schedule



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Suggestions: Mention about how peaceful and quiet (even serene) the cemetery is.

Mother nature takes the land back quickly and she was.


Top Priorities

* Remove dead and decaying
trees

* Remove small pines and
foliage that was taking over
the cemetery

 Remove fallen trees, limbs,
and cut trees

* C(ut grass and weeds

* Pickup trash




The landowners and Palmetto Bluff

Conservancy split the cost to

remove dead and decayingtrees,
fallen trees, logs, and small pine

taking over the back area.



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Prefer to move text to notes here but can keep in slide, if you want
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
In the background beyond the graves was the small loblolly pine that was taking over the back area of the cemetery.
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Build up of trash blown around the cemetery and stuck in clumps of growth within the cemetery
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Small pine trees taking over the back of the cemetery and many trees that had fallen during storms




Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Photos from the initial cleanup day




Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Over 80 bags of trash were removed the first day of cleanup. There was still a lot to do, so the following weekend volunteers (about 15) came out and over the next month, we removed about 80 more bags of trash. Old flowers, balloons, Styrofoam, tripod things for the arrangements. Etc.
Tree limbs and small branches were thrown outside the fence in the areas designated by the property owner.


Restoration Workshop

American Buillding Restoration Company
Frank Genello

Goals

e Reset headstones and
footstones

* Propercleaningmethods of
stones

* Hands-on participation in
gluing broken stones



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Frank provided a restoration workshop at the first cleanup day (March 25, 2023). His company is who we use at the cemeteries on Palmetto Bluff.
He demonstrated how to glue a broken headstone (with participants assistance), including the material to use and how to properly mix it, how to glue and set it. He also went over the proper cleaning methods (including what and what not to use) in cemeteries. No bleach and no weed control. He showed participants how to excavate a leaning stone without damaging it, how to level it, use gravel to provide stability, and to rebury the stone.

Background info on Frank: Growing up in a working-class, Italian neighborhood in Scranton, Pennsylvania, Frank Genello learned the masonry trade from his father, who taught him to value hard work and a compulsive attention to detail. After graduating the University of Pittsburgh in 1975, not to be outdone by his three high achieving sisters, Frank enrolled in two consecutive Masters programs, earning degrees in Public Administration from Marywood College and Historic Preservation from Boston University.
Shortly after graduation from Boston University, Frank took a position as a member of the National Trust for Historic Preservation’s Restoration Workshop. It was here that Frank not only developed advanced restoration skill under the direction of master restoration craftsman, Joseph Chillino, but also met his wife and future business partner, Susan Buswell. Over the last thirty years, Frank and Susan have not only produced three beautiful, multi-talented, highly gifted children, but have grown ABRC into the company it is today.
In addition to running ABRC full-time, Frank has held faculty positions at the North Bennet Street School in Boston, Mass, and more recently at the American College of the Building Arts (ACBA) in Charleston, SC as a professor and founding faculty member. From 2005 to 2011, Frank developed Masonry and Carpentry curricula at ACBA and taught and developed courses in construction management, masonry, carpentry and introduction to the trades. In fact, many of Frank’s former students at the American College of the Building Arts have joined Frank on the job with ABRC after graduation.
Whether working on the construction of a new home, or restoring a centuries-old tombstone, ABRC also contracts with some of the nation’s most experienced tradespeople to get the job done right. Frank's work at ABRC allows him to pay homage to the architectural elegance of the past while adapting to a modern and every changing world.



Workshop highlights

* Glued stone during the workshop
and reset it the following week

* Reset fourmore stones during the
workshop

 The repaired stone was for the
grandmother ofa volunteer at the
cleanup

e Volunteers are also involved with
other cemeteries


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Far reaching because those participants can take what they learned and apply to other cemeteries they are involved in


Rallying the Community

* Regular maimtenance: Mowing
and trimming

* Community cleanup days

* Conservation work: repairing
damaged graves

. Mapping and documenting the
cemetery


















Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Brutus Ferguson is one of two Union soldiers buried in the cemetery
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Reverand William Peeples headstone with growth on the stone and leaning at a perilous angle.




Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
You and Zoe tamping the ground around the newly reset stone.


Challenges

Quantity of volunteers
Churches participating
Youth mmvolvement

Funding for maintenance
and restoration

Outgrowing the fenced-in
space

Well delineated empty plots
Fake flowers and continuous
trash




Future Plans

* Fundraising
* Additional tree work
* Routine landscaping
* Install trash cans

* Install additional sitting
areas

* Repair the fence

* Increase youth mvolvement

* Increase active
participation of churches




Thank you!

Donna Foster and the Selection Committee
SC Archives and History
Campbell Family
Mary Socci
Frank Genello
Proctor Hill Baptist Church
Mt. Zion Missionary Baptist Church
Campbell Chapel
Bible Missionary Baptist C‘Jurch
St. Johns Baptist Church
St. Luke Baptist Church
St. Matthew Baptist Church

PALMETTO BLUFF
Archaeology


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Ask if any questions?
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