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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Thanks for coming today, and for staying with us this afternoon

We wanted to share an overview of how the Department of Archives and History may be able to help with historic cemeteries


Fairfield, Old Brick Church





WHAT DOES SCDAH OFFER?
 Please remember that the SC Department of Archives & History DOES NOT have authority to 

enforce state or local cemetery laws, provide legal advice, own cemeteries, research or survey 
cemeteries, or initiate cemetery repair projects.

 We DO have holdings in the Archives and Research Room that may assist you with research 
about historic cemeteries.

 We DO provide information about historic cemeteries through our website.  
https://scdah.sc.gov/historic-preservation/technical-assistance/cemeteries

 We DO have State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) programs that can help you with 
recording and recognizing historic cemeteries, and that consider impacts of proposed projects 
on cemeteries and burial grounds.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes

First, remember what the agency is not able to do


Links to state laws, organizations, publications with best practices


Emphasize that we want to have cemeteries recorded and documented regardless of whether eligible for marker or National Register.

https://scdah.sc.gov/historic-preservation/technical-assistance/cemeteries
https://scdah.sc.gov/historic-preservation/technical-assistance/cemeteries
https://scdah.sc.gov/historic-preservation/technical-assistance/cemeteries
https://scdah.sc.gov/historic-preservation/technical-assistance/cemeteries
https://scdah.sc.gov/historic-preservation/technical-assistance/cemeteries


ARCHIVES

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Welcome to the SC Archives and History Center.  My goal is to provide some possible sources to use in investigating historic cemeteries.  Before I start, however, I want to point out that documentation for a cemetery can be very limited. 



Secondary Sources:
Cemetery Surveys

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Cemetery surveys can be professionally published or locally distributed.  Check the local history rooms at local libraries or local genealogical groups for unpublished cemetery surveys.

The Presence of the Past, Epitaphs of 18th and 19th Century Pioneers in Greenville County, 1976, sponsored by the Greenville County Historical Society

Lexington Area Cemeteries, 5 volumes published between 1988 and 2000 by Lexington Genealogical Association.

Index to Black Churches and Cemeteries, Richland County, by Emily E. Vaughn, 2000.  she did similar volumes for Clarendon and Sumter Counties



Secondary Sources
Local Histories

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
History of Williamsburg by William Boddie, published in 1923, includes some early history regarding churches

Old Pickens District, SC, published in 2008



Previous Research Reports

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Report of Cemeteries, Graves and Burial Grounds in Richland County, 2014

Report on Factory Cemetery, Lexington County, 2001.



Business Records

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Cemetery or Burial Ground Reports and Grave Relocation by Santee Cooper, prepared by the Berkeley County Historical Society, 1986

Lake Murray Records, prepared by the Columbia Chapter of the SC Genealogical Society, 1997



WPA Tombstone Inscriptions

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Transcripts of Tombstone Inscriptions created by workers from the Works Progress Administration, 1935-1941, and housed at the South Caroliniana Library.  Microfilmed by the SC Historical Society.  Collection includes a county by county lists of cemeteries covered.



Topographical Maps

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
US Geological Survey, Columbia North quadrant, 1947

US Geological Survey, Fork, SC quadrant, 1959 Buck Swamp



Death Certificates

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Death certificate of Washington Dollard Green, age 1 year, 3 months, buried in the Denly Burying Ground, Richland County, October 29, 1917.

Death certificate of Mrs. Ann Elizabeth Jones, age 49 years, 3 months, 15 days, buried in the Hubbard Cemetery, Marlboro County, January 12, 1919

Also death and burial registers for City of Charleton, 1821-1927

DHEC, Disinterment Records, 1953-1992



SC Dept. of Health and Environmental Control
Disinterment Record, 1953-1992

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Permission letter from Bureau of Vital Records from 1956 granting permission to disinter the remains of Edward L. Miller, from a plot of ground located by Highway 76, 22 miles below Columbia, because of highway improvement project.

Request dated 1960 to reinter Mrs. Emma Wellborn from the Wellborn Family Cemetery



Deed and Probate Records

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
24 August 1772 Deed of Release , Joseph Allston to Josias Allston, parcel of land 105 feet square for a burial ground., part of several tracts containing 940 acres

Will of Elijay Browne of Anderson District, “…spot of ground back of my potato patch for a family burying ground…when I die I should be buried besides my child already buried there..”



Plats

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
1844 Plat of Langdon Cheevis’ farm of 17 acres in the Village of Washington, Charleston Neck, showing Negro Cemetery

1821 Plat of 382 acres for James McCalla in Chester County, excluding 3 acres for Catholic Meeting House and Cemetery



WEBPAGE

Publications
State laws 
Organizations 
Workshop 
presentations

https://scdah.sc.gov/historic-preservation/technical-assistance/cemeteries

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
You are probably familiar with this webpage, where we provide links to state laws, other organizations, publications that provide guidance on best practices so that work doesn’t damage the cemetery, and also links to presentations from previous workshops.



 State program, est. 1936

 Over 2,000 markers 

 Average 50 approved texts a year

 Local sponsors propose, fund, install, maintain

Mark and interpret PLACES important to an understanding of South 
Carolina's past, either as the sites of significant events, or at historic 
properties such as buildings, sites, structures, or other resources 
significant for their design, as examples of a type, or for their 
association with institutions or individuals significant in local, state, 
or national history.

Markers do not provide legal protections or funding.

STATE HISTORICAL MARKERS

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Touch on 3 programs in the State Historic Preservation Office that can help with documenting cemetery history and locations

The Marker program is state-managed, locally driven  
Markers are about the place, rather than memorializing an individual or individuals.

106 state markers for historic cemeteries. Undoubtedly more that mention cemeteries as part of a larger or associated property, such as a plantation or church. (top 2 focused on cemetery, bottom for the church and cemetery)

To learn more please visit the current exhibit on the marker program, check out marker program our website. And please get in touch with Edwin Breeden, the marker coordinator if you have questions of eligibility for the program.

Application, research fee, we provide draft text, work with sponsors to develop final text and location, approved by SCDAH director and sponsor. Sponsor then coordinates with SEWAH studios to produce marker, and pay for, as well as having marker installed, and any dedication event. Costs currently range currently from $2700 to $3100 range (prices thru December 2025)  Always check as prices continue to increase. Time frame 12 – 18 months

Not an official state historic site, no property restrictions or funding opportunities, its about education, not preservation



SCDAH - S.C. Historical Markers

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Bring awareness both with physical presence and through inclusion in publications such as guidebook,  available for purchase in gift shop.

And through the Google SC Historical Markers map, will go to marker page, scroll to bottom.




Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Here’s an example from the marker map 



 Inventory forms, 
photos and reports, 
location

 Above-ground vs. 
archaeological 
survey

 City or county 
surveys 

 Project based 
surveys for specific 
projects

STATEWIDE SURVEY OF 
HISTORIC 
PROPERTIES

Lincoln Memorial Cemetery 
(SHPO Site No. 4647)

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The next program is the statewide survey of historic properties, which records very basic information about a property.  The focus has typically been on architectural resources, but cemeteries have been included.   Also the state archaeology inventory maintained by the SC Institute for Archaeology and Anthropology

There are 2 types of surveys 

City or county surveys, typically record cemeteries that are visible from the public right of way.

Recent survey of Rock Hill’s Southside (see report cover here) recorded 2 cemeteries.  Here is one, Lincoln Memorial Cemetery, with the survey form, and one of the photographs.


Boundaries may not be precisely defined

Ownership – recommend find this out first, and coordinate access



 Inventory forms

 Above-ground vs. 
archaeological survey

 City or county surveys 

 Project based surveys for 
specific projects

STATEWIDE SURVEY OF 
HISTORIC 
PROPERTIES

Mt. Carmel United 
Methodist Church 
Cemetery (SHPO Site No. 
6289.01, 38GR0387)

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Project based surveys may find cemeteries not as easily visible as the surveyors can be walking over the project area and typically have done research on the property which may id a cemetery potential.  Since 2020, recorded around 175 above-ground cemeteries.  

Here’s an example from a SC DOT project in Greenville County.  Recorded 2 churches and their cemeteries.  First page of the survey form, and a photograph.  The survey also recorded the cemetery using an archaeological site form, which are kept by the SC Institute of Archaeology and Anthropology.    38GR387  = archaeological site




 Local, State, or National Significance

 Buildings, structures, sites, objects, and historic districts

 Integrity  / Age:  usually 50+ years

 Events, Person, Design, Research Potential

 CRITERIA CONSIDERATION FOR CEMETERIES
 D. A cemetery is eligible if it derives its primary significance from 

graves of persons of transcendent importance, from age, from 
distinctive design features, or from association with historic 
events.

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC 
PLACES

National Register listing does not guarantee preservation or prevent demolition.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes

The third program that can document cemeteries is the National Register of Historic Places, which we manage in South Carolina for the National Park Service, which makes the final decisions about what is included.  Created by Congress in 1966 with the National Historic Preservation Act as “the official list of the Nation’s historic properties worthy of preservation”

It is primarily honorific

Does not require owner maintenance

3 key things looks at  - significance/history, age (generally at least 50 years), and physical integrity (not too many changes to the physical fabric)

For cemeteries there is another level which is called criteria consideration.

Patterns such of early development in an area by a particular group

Or quality of design represented in the funerary arts, landscape/layout. 













 Send in a Preliminary Information 
Form

 SHPO will evaluate and provide 
recommendation on whether meets 
the National Register criteria

 Formal nomination prepared
 State Review Board considers  and 

approves (meets 3 times a year)
 Keeper of the National Register  at 

National Park Service makes final 
decision

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC 
PLACES

Left: Prosperity Cemetery, Newberry County
Top Right: Spratt Cemetery, York County
Bottom Right: Randolph Cemetery, Columbia

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Here are examples: 

Spratt Cemetery, Fort Mill, resting place of one of first European families to settle in Fort Mill Area and association with development along the Nation Ford Road. (1803-1872 POS)

Randolph Cemetery, Columbia (late 19th c black cemetery in Columbia 1872 – burials of 9 reconstruction era black state legislators

Prosperity Cemetery, Newberry County (1802 – 2013) significance from large variety of intact 19th & early 20th c funerary art

Encourage people to send in a preliminary information Form to evaluate eligibility, we want to get it recorded regardless of eligibility so ends up in ArchSite, which is a GIS map of historic properties in SC

We’ll talk more in a minute about how both the statewide survey and the National Register program information can be accessed and how it alert agencies and developers to the presence of a cemetery.




Preliminary Information Form 
Documentation Report
Palmetto Cemetery, Columbia

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Example of recent Preliminary Information Form, 4 pages plus a multi page report documenting the history with photographs.

Determined Eligible, ethnic heritage Black, social history
1893-present



GRANT FUNDING
 Do not have a dedicated  historic cemetery grant fund

 Historic Preservation Fund subgrants – 

 Preservation Planning examples

 Charleston County Parks Cemetery Preservation Management Plan/McLeod 
Cemetery Survey

 Laurelwood Cemetery Preservation Master Plan, Rock Hill

 Darlington Memorial Cemetery Master Plan

 Cayce African American Cemeteries Survey

 Structural repairs (not headstones, monuments or markers)

 Magnolia Cemetery Receiving Tomb Stabilization

 Baynard Mausoleum Preservation Planning

Top:  Laurelwood Cemetery
Middle: Darlington Memorial Cemetery
Bottom: Magnolia Cemetery Receiving Tomb

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
While there is a not dedicated cemetery grant fund

Have made a few grants for cemetery related projects and here are examples of plans for specific cemeteries and a focused cemetery survey (Cayce), and structural repairs 

8 planning projects in past 2 decades

Not aware of other dedicated public grants sources



PROJECT REVIEWS:
SECTION 106, DES-BCM, DES-MINING
 Historic research on property tracts

 Surveys for historic properties may identify 
unknown cemetery

 Regardless of whether cemetery is eligible 
for the National Register of Historic Places, 
SHPO reminds agencies and applicants of 
the state laws protecting cemeteries and 
burials

 Include a “late discovery” clause, what to do 
if burials are encountered

 Cemeteries: avoid, mark on plans, fencing 
or buffering

 May recommend monitoring, 
covenant/easement, treatment plan

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
We’ve covered and how programs such as markers, surveys, and National Register in general don’t provide oversight.

There are limited circumstances when our office is involved in reviewing projects and their effects on historic properties.  Agencies and developers consult with our office under Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act and several state laws that require consideration of historic properties and project effects.  Federal undertakings = federal actions such as funding, licenses or permits.  State reviews from Department of Environmental Services Bureau of Coastal Management, and the Bureau of Mining.

As mentioned earlier project specific surveys may identify one or more cemeteries, and research may note already identified cemeteries.

All cemeteries are covered by the state cemetery laws and if we are aware of a cemetery in the project tract we remind agencies of that.  We also include a “late discovery”  to cover not yet identified resources and specifically call out human remains. 

We will recommend avoidance, buffering/marking on plans and putting up fencing, and depending on the project may recommend archaeological monitoring, a protective covenant, and/or more detailed treatment plan. 

“If archaeological materials are encountered during construction, the procedures codified at 36 CFR 800.13(b) will apply. Archaeological materials consist of any items, fifty years old or older, which were made or used by man. These items include, but are not limited to, stone projectile points (arrowheads), ceramic sherds, bricks, worked wood, bone and stone, metal and glass objects, and human skeletal materials. The federal agency or the applicant receiving federal assistance should contact our office immediately.”






http://schpr.sc.gov/

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
We have 2 online platforms to give access to information that’s been recorded in the surveys and National Register.

The SC Historic Properties Record or “SCHPR”   and an online GIS mapping program called Archsite

We’ll first take a quick look at SCHPR.

SCHPR has information from historic property surveys (not all yet uploaded), and the National Register listings. It is searchable by keywords and other information, but it does not connect to a map.


Here’s an example of an older card for a church and cemetery.



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Clicking on Lindsey Cemetery brings up this page with photos and a summary, and a link to the full National Register nomination form, see the first page here.





Please note: SC ArchSite does not have a 
separate cemetery layer

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The other platform is the online GIS mapping program called SC ArchSite

Public view, open to all, includes the National Register information (except restricted sites, primarily archaeological)  and above-ground historic property surveys (since the late 1980s)

Subscriber Map includes additional information, including archaeological sites
Subscriber access is vetted for professional qualifications to gain access

ArchSite used by our office, other public agencies, consultants when evaluating areas for presence of historic properties



Here is the view for Public view, can easily scroll in.





ArchSite Public View
Lindsey Cemetery in 
Abbeville County

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Finally, this ArchSite example shows the Lindsay Cemetery, which we found in SCHPR, as one of the properties listed in the National Register.



ArchSite Public View
Site 4647
Lincoln Cemetery recorded in 
Southside Rock Hill survey

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Here’s what ArchSite shows for the Lincoln Cemetery recorded in the Southside of Rock Hill survey



Palmetto Cemetery
Columbia
Preliminary Information Form

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
And this is a view of the Palmetto Cemetery that was determined to be eligible for the National Register thru a Preliminary Information Form submittal.



QUESTIONS?

St. Luke’s Parish Zion Chapel of Ease 
Cemetery, Hilton Head Island

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Encourage to contact our staff if have questions about a specific program

St. Luke’s Parish Zion Chapel of Ease Cemetery, Hilton Head Island (1788-1922)

Criteria A – exploration / settlement, association with early European settlement and development of Hilton Head Island
Criteria C – distinctive funerary art from 18th and early 19th c.
Criteria D – potential to learn from archaeological study
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