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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Thanks for coming today, and for staying with us this afternoon

We wanted to share an overview of how the Department of Archives and History may be able to help with historic cemeteries


Fairfield, Old Brick Church




WHAT DOES SCDAH OFFER?

>

Please remember that the SC Department of Archives & History DOES NOT have authority to
enforce state or local cemetery laws, provide legal advice, own cemeteries, research or survey
cemeteries, or initiate cemetery repair projects.

We DO have holdings in the Archives and Research Room that may assist you with research
about historic cemeteries.

We DO provide information about historic cemeteries through our website.
https://scdah.sc.gov/historic-preservation/technical-assistance/cemeteries

We DO have State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) programs that can help you with
recording and recognizing historic cemeteries, and that consider impacts of proposed projects
on cemeteries and burial grounds.


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes

First, remember what the agency is not able to do


Links to state laws, organizations, publications with best practices


Emphasize that we want to have cemeteries recorded and documented regardless of whether eligible for marker or National Register.

https://scdah.sc.gov/historic-preservation/technical-assistance/cemeteries
https://scdah.sc.gov/historic-preservation/technical-assistance/cemeteries
https://scdah.sc.gov/historic-preservation/technical-assistance/cemeteries
https://scdah.sc.gov/historic-preservation/technical-assistance/cemeteries
https://scdah.sc.gov/historic-preservation/technical-assistance/cemeteries

ARCHIVES



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Welcome to the SC Archives and History Center.  My goal is to provide some possible sources to use in investigating historic cemeteries.  Before I start, however, I want to point out that documentation for a cemetery can be very limited. 
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Cemetery surveys can be professionally published or locally distributed.  Check the local history rooms at local libraries or local genealogical groups for unpublished cemetery surveys.

The Presence of the Past, Epitaphs of 18th and 19th Century Pioneers in Greenville County, 1976, sponsored by the Greenville County Historical Society

Lexington Area Cemeteries, 5 volumes published between 1988 and 2000 by Lexington Genealogical Association.

Index to Black Churches and Cemeteries, Richland County, by Emily E. Vaughn, 2000.  she did similar volumes for Clarendon and Sumter Counties
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History of Williamsburg by William Boddie, published in 1923, includes some early history regarding churches

Old Pickens District, SC, published in 2008


Previous Research Reports

CEMETERY, LEXINGTON COUNTY
" SOUTH CAROLINA

FINAL REPORT ON THE LOCATION OF
CEMETERIES, GRAVES, AND BURIAL GROUMDS
IN RICHLAND COUNTY, SOUTH CAROLINA

Chicora Research Contribution 555
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Report of Cemeteries, Graves and Burial Grounds in Richland County, 2014

Report on Factory Cemetery, Lexington County, 2001.


Business Records

REFERENCE LIBRARY
SOUTH CAROLINA
DEPARTMENT OF ARCHIVES & HISTORY

CEMETERY RECORDS

A DOCUMENTARY OF CEMETERY OR BURIAL BROUND REPORTS
AND

GRAVE RELOCATION BY SANTEE COOFER FROM THE FROJECT AREA

1935-1941

Prepared As A Public Service
By

¥
The Berkeley County Historical Society
1986

LAKE MURRAY RECORDS
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Saluda River Hyd ro-Flectric Devel opment

NOW THE SOUTH CAROLINA ELECTRIC & GAS COMPANY
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Cemetery or Burial Ground Reports and Grave Relocation by Santee Cooper, prepared by the Berkeley County Historical Society, 1986

Lake Murray Records, prepared by the Columbia Chapter of the SC Genealogical Society, 1997


WPA Tombstone Inscriptions

e o B e b . i

W. P. A. Transcripts of Tombstone
. Inscriptions in Scuth Carclina
These cards were transcribed by members of the al chapters
of the South Carolina Genealogical Society from the typescript
volumes of inscriptions compiled by the W.P.A. in the late 1930's.
Those wolumes are in the collection of the South Ca iniana Library
of the University of South Carolina.

The microfilming of these cards was done by the South Carolina
Historical Society in cooperation with the South Carolina Genealogical

., whose President, Mr. Robert E. Babb, Jr., did most of the

actual filming. A substantial part was also filwmed by Nancy Evans.

The cards are in a single, alphabetical series except for one
groop that is included as an appendix. A section of Beaufort cemet

cards lacked volume numbers, and tb rds ace filmed separa
alphabetical order.

22 April 1981
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Presentation Notes
Transcripts of Tombstone Inscriptions created by workers from the Works Progress Administration, 1935-1941, and housed at the South Caroliniana Library.  Microfilmed by the SC Historical Society.  Collection includes a county by county lists of cemeteries covered.


| Maps

Topograpiles
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US Geological Survey, Columbia North quadrant, 1947

US Geological Survey, Fork, SC quadrant, 1959 Buck Swamp
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Death certificate of Washington Dollard Green, age 1 year, 3 months, buried in the Denly Burying Ground, Richland County, October 29, 1917.

Death certificate of Mrs. Ann Elizabeth Jones, age 49 years, 3 months, 15 days, buried in the Hubbard Cemetery, Marlboro County, January 12, 1919

Also death and burial registers for City of Charleton, 1821-1927

DHEC, Disinterment Records, 1953-1992


SQ.DepT. of Health and Environmental Control
Disinferment Record, 1953-1992
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Presentation Notes
Permission letter from Bureau of Vital Records from 1956 granting permission to disinter the remains of Edward L. Miller, from a plot of ground located by Highway 76, 22 miles below Columbia, because of highway improvement project.

Request dated 1960 to reinter Mrs. Emma Wellborn from the Wellborn Family Cemetery


Deed and Probate Records
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24 August 1772 Deed of Release , Joseph Allston to Josias Allston, parcel of land 105 feet square for a burial ground., part of several tracts containing 940 acres

Will of Elijay Browne of Anderson District, “…spot of ground back of my potato patch for a family burying ground…when I die I should be buried besides my child already buried there..”
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Presentation Notes
1844 Plat of Langdon Cheevis’ farm of 17 acres in the Village of Washington, Charleston Neck, showing Negro Cemetery

1821 Plat of 382 acres for James McCalla in Chester County, excluding 3 acres for Catholic Meeting House and Cemetery
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You are probably familiar with this webpage, where we provide links to state laws, other organizations, publications that provide guidance on best practices so that work doesn’t damage the cemetery, and also links to presentations from previous workshops.


STATE HISTORICAL MARKERS

» State program, est. 1936
» Over 2,000 markers
» Average 50 approved texts a year

» Local sponsors propose, fund, install, maintain o -;%H
P - 2 m%r%"mﬂ.

Mark and interpret important to an understanding of South

Carolina's past, either as the of significant events, or at

such as buildings, sites, structures, or other resources
significant for their design, as examples of a type, or for their
association with institutions or individuals significant in local, state,
or national history.

Markers do not provide legal protections or funding.



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Touch on 3 programs in the State Historic Preservation Office that can help with documenting cemetery history and locations

The Marker program is state-managed, locally driven  
Markers are about the place, rather than memorializing an individual or individuals.

106 state markers for historic cemeteries. Undoubtedly more that mention cemeteries as part of a larger or associated property, such as a plantation or church. (top 2 focused on cemetery, bottom for the church and cemetery)

To learn more please visit the current exhibit on the marker program, check out marker program our website. And please get in touch with Edwin Breeden, the marker coordinator if you have questions of eligibility for the program.

Application, research fee, we provide draft text, work with sponsors to develop final text and location, approved by SCDAH director and sponsor. Sponsor then coordinates with SEWAH studios to produce marker, and pay for, as well as having marker installed, and any dedication event. Costs currently range currently from $2700 to $3100 range (prices thru December 2025)  Always check as prices continue to increase. Time frame 12 – 18 months

Not an official state historic site, no property restrictions or funding opportunities, its about education, not preservation
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Bring awareness both with physical presence and through inclusion in publications such as guidebook,  available for purchase in gift shop.

And through the Google SC Historical Markers map, will go to marker page, scroll to bottom.



Marker Number

16-78

County

DARL

Marker Name - Front

Harstville Colored Cemetery

GPS Coordinates

34°21.8671"'N, 80" 4.762' W

City/Vicinity

Hartsville

Address/Location
417 Marion Ave., Hartsville

Text - Front

The cemetery was founded by two mutual aid associations
representing Hartsville's African American Community. The
first acre was acquired in 1904 by the Hartsville Colored
Cem. Association. A second acre was acquired in 1931 by
the Mutual Cem. Association. The burials chronicle former
slaves and local residents including professionals and
veterans who served from the Spanish American War to the
Vietnam War.
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Here’s an example from the marker map 


Statewide Survey of Historic Properties
State Hi Preservation Office
th Carolina Department of Archives and History

1 Parklane Road drangle Name: _ Rock Hill West
Columb 5 3 5 (B03) 896-6100 Tax Map 80

STATEWIDE SURVEY OF E=
HISTORIC
PROPERTIES

» Inventory forms,
photos and reports,
location

» Above-ground vs. Southside Rock Hill
archaeo|ogica| Historic Resource Survey
S u rvey Historic Context & Survey Results

August 28, 2023 Final Report

» City or county ACCESS
surveys pmm—

k Hill Vicinity of [ County:

UnknowniGther
Historical Use:  Funerary
urent Use:  Funerary Curent Use {if Other

| Register Determination of Eligibility: Mot Elig
Property Description

Consfruction Date: <1
onstruction: Construstion (if Gther)
Histos 3 storic Core Shape (if Other):
Exterior Walls (if Other]
ndation

Commerial F

Roof Materials: Roof Materials (i
Stories: {if Other}:
Porch Width Porch Width (if Other)
Porch Shape
grificant Features: African American cemetery on a mul in a residential area, pillars and walls at

entrance of uncoursed rough stone, headst: granite and marble, some iron fencing at
plots, upright and tablet monuments. loosely aligned in rows

Alterati

Archite:

Staci Richey, Access Preservation
&

» Project based
surveys for specific
projects

Lissa Felzer, Felzer Consulting

Lincoln Memorial Cemetery
(SHPO Site No. 4647)
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Presentation Notes
The next program is the statewide survey of historic properties, which records very basic information about a property.  The focus has typically been on architectural resources, but cemeteries have been included.   Also the state archaeology inventory maintained by the SC Institute for Archaeology and Anthropology

There are 2 types of surveys 

City or county surveys, typically record cemeteries that are visible from the public right of way.

Recent survey of Rock Hill’s Southside (see report cover here) recorded 2 cemeteries.  Here is one, Lincoln Memorial Cemetery, with the survey form, and one of the photographs.


Boundaries may not be precisely defined

Ownership – recommend find this out first, and coordinate access


STATEWIDE SURVEY OF
HISTORIC
PROPERTIES

» Inventory forms

» Above-ground vs.
archaeological survey

» City or county surveys

» Project based surveys for
specific projects

Mt. Carmel United
Methodist Church
Cemetery (SHPO Site No.
6289.01, 38GR0387)

Phase | Archaeological Survey and Historic
Architectural Assessment for Safety
Improvements to US 25,
Greenville County, South Carolina

Isthisa revisit _ %

‘SOUTH CAROLINA INSTITUTE OF ARCHAEOLOGY AND ANTHROPOLOGY
UNIVERSITY OF S

Dioossl o Excers AOW,
D 3583

Other map reference: NADZ? Zone 17, Easing: 806290 Naring: 305430 22
(see handbok:

Detemined elgibl:
NRHP:

on Dste Lised:

Hardwood » O Fieid
Agricultralierops
Other

Floral remains
5. Human skeletalremaing: _Uoanown
6 General it deseripion:

et g tues i g iy i Sneokh conkin, it e b ottt o b bom 2001 and 3503

o o come Ther ¢ S5 apoorinatey 10 armakod b i e
S i et T choh vt o e oty BT oo S o T o

s comatry s srnded by i i e ey s B O
D T T o ——————

7. Verbal description of ocation:
The. stant

-INCLUDE SITE MAP(S) AT END OF ¢

Statewide Survey of Historic Properties p—_— Revisit [
OUl droliina Uepartment of Archives an Istory 2 " =
8: 01 PQM%H?,E([Q’Q’ N o g - Slater ‘__]

Columbia, SC 29223-4905 (603) 896-6100 Tax Map No 0662040100800

SURVEY FORM

Identification
Historic Mame: Mount Carmel United Methodist Church Cemetery
Common Name: Morth Greenville United Methodist Church Cemetery
Address/Location: 10 Old Highway 25
City: Travelers Rest i County:  Greenville
Ownership: Private Category” Site
Historical Us: Funerary
Current Use: Funerary
PO National Regit Not Eligible
rmination of Eligibi
Proj Description
Construction Date: ¢ 1897-1980 Construction
Historic Core Shape: Exterior Walls:
Other: Foundation
Commereial Form: Roof Shape:
Other: Roof Material
Shape:

Porch Width

ksl
K
=
-]
-]
|
=

Description/Significant Feature

Cemetery also recorded as archaeological site (38GR0357) from secondary building (site of 1889 church) northeast to
comer of wooded area. Enclosed by wooden fence on all Earliest internments from late-19th century and in
eastern portion. Earliest markers plain arched granite headsiones with some exhibiting decorafive engravings.
Possible unmarked burials in eastern and central portions. Northern and western portions have markers from
late-20th-to-early-21st century organized in neat N-S rows facing East and retaining walls. Around 15 arched granite,
8 shorter and wider carved granite, seven small ledgers, and 7 metal funerary markers. At least S government.

ey g
i
b

s
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Project based surveys may find cemeteries not as easily visible as the surveyors can be walking over the project area and typically have done research on the property which may id a cemetery potential.  Since 2020, recorded around 175 above-ground cemeteries.  

Here’s an example from a SC DOT project in Greenville County.  Recorded 2 churches and their cemeteries.  First page of the survey form, and a photograph.  The survey also recorded the cemetery using an archaeological site form, which are kept by the SC Institute of Archaeology and Anthropology.    38GR387  = archaeological site
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{the Mational Register of Historic Places

-

» Local, State, or National Significance -

» Buildings, structures, sites, objects, and historic districts

GUIDELINES FOR EVALUATING AND REGISTERING
CEMETERIES AND BURIAL PLACES

» Integrity / Age: usually 50+ years
» Events, Person, Design, Research Potential

» CRITERIA CONSIDERATION FOR CEMETERIES

» D.Acemeteryis eligible if it derives its primary significance from
graves of persons of transcendent importance, from age, from
distinctive design features, or from association with historic
events.

National Register listing does not guarantee preservation or prevent demolition.


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes

The third program that can document cemeteries is the National Register of Historic Places, which we manage in South Carolina for the National Park Service, which makes the final decisions about what is included.  Created by Congress in 1966 with the National Historic Preservation Act as “the official list of the Nation’s historic properties worthy of preservation”

It is primarily honorific

Does not require owner maintenance

3 key things looks at  - significance/history, age (generally at least 50 years), and physical integrity (not too many changes to the physical fabric)

For cemeteries there is another level which is called criteria consideration.

Patterns such of early development in an area by a particular group

Or quality of design represented in the funerary arts, landscape/layout. 
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Send in a Preliminary Information
Form

SHPO will evaluate and provide
recommendation on whether meets
the National Register criteria

Formal nomination prepared

State Review Board considers and
approves (meets 3 times a year)

Keeper of the National Register at
National Park Service makes final
decision
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Left: Prosperity Cemetery, Newberry County
Top Right: Spratt Cemetery, York County g
Bottom Right: Randolph Cemetery, Columbia



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Here are examples: 

Spratt Cemetery, Fort Mill, resting place of one of first European families to settle in Fort Mill Area and association with development along the Nation Ford Road. (1803-1872 POS)

Randolph Cemetery, Columbia (late 19th c black cemetery in Columbia 1872 – burials of 9 reconstruction era black state legislators

Prosperity Cemetery, Newberry County (1802 – 2013) significance from large variety of intact 19th & early 20th c funerary art

Encourage people to send in a preliminary information Form to evaluate eligibility, we want to get it recorded regardless of eligibility so ends up in ArchSite, which is a GIS map of historic properties in SC

We’ll talk more in a minute about how both the statewide survey and the National Register program information can be accessed and how it alert agencies and developers to the presence of a cemetery.
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neighborhood. This section of the site is less elearly defined and discernable as the other areas. As
such, is not yet clear If the section features unmarked burials or is being intentionally used as a
dumping ground for old floral arrangements, damaged grave markers, or debis.

Preliminary Information Form
Documentation Report The Patmetto emetery

5105 Fairfield Road,
Colum

Palmetto Cemetery, Columbi

Determination of Eligibility for the National Register of Historic Places

Cory France
Overground Columbia, LLC
Principal Consultant
Draft Completed on April 23, 2023

Figure 4. Cory France, personal photograph, Palmetto Cemetery entrance with brick namesake pillars,
February 8, 1023

The cemetery festures include drives, fencing (around graves and along the propesty edges), a
variety of grave marker types and materials. This array of manufactured grave markers includes

Page |7



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Example of recent Preliminary Information Form, 4 pages plus a multi page report documenting the history with photographs.

Determined Eligible, ethnic heritage Black, social history
1893-present


GRANT FUNDING

» Do not have a dedicated historic cemetery grant fund
» Historic Preservation Fund subgrants -

» Preservation Planning examples

» Charleston County Parks Cemetery Preservation Management Plan/McLeod
Cemetery Survey

» Laurelwood Cemetery Preservation Master Plan, Rock Hill
» Darlington Memorial Cemetery Master Plan
» Cayce African American Cemeteries Survey
» Structural repairs (hot headstones, monuments or markers)
» Magnolia Cemetery Receiving Tomb Stabilization

» Baynard Mausoleum Preservation Planning

Top: Laurelwood Cemetery
Middle: Darlington Memorial Cemetery
Bottom: Magnolia Cemetery Receiving Tomb



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
While there is a not dedicated cemetery grant fund

Have made a few grants for cemetery related projects and here are examples of plans for specific cemeteries and a focused cemetery survey (Cayce), and structural repairs 

8 planning projects in past 2 decades

Not aware of other dedicated public grants sources


PROJECT REVIEWS:
SECTION 106, DES-BCM, DES-MINING

Historic research on property tracts

» Surveys for historic properties may identify
unknown cemetery

» Regardless of whether cemetery is eligible
for the National Register of Historic Places,
SHPO reminds agencies and applicants of
the state laws protecting cemeteries and
burials

» Include a “late discovery” clause, what to do
if burials are encountered

» Cemeteries: avoid, mark on plans, fencing
or buffering

» May recommend monitoring,
covenant/easement, treatment plan



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
We’ve covered and how programs such as markers, surveys, and National Register in general don’t provide oversight.

There are limited circumstances when our office is involved in reviewing projects and their effects on historic properties.  Agencies and developers consult with our office under Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act and several state laws that require consideration of historic properties and project effects.  Federal undertakings = federal actions such as funding, licenses or permits.  State reviews from Department of Environmental Services Bureau of Coastal Management, and the Bureau of Mining.

As mentioned earlier project specific surveys may identify one or more cemeteries, and research may note already identified cemeteries.

All cemeteries are covered by the state cemetery laws and if we are aware of a cemetery in the project tract we remind agencies of that.  We also include a “late discovery”  to cover not yet identified resources and specifically call out human remains. 

We will recommend avoidance, buffering/marking on plans and putting up fencing, and depending on the project may recommend archaeological monitoring, a protective covenant, and/or more detailed treatment plan. 

“If archaeological materials are encountered during construction, the procedures codified at 36 CFR 800.13(b) will apply. Archaeological materials consist of any items, fifty years old or older, which were made or used by man. These items include, but are not limited to, stone projectile points (arrowheads), ceramic sherds, bricks, worked wood, bone and stone, metal and glass objects, and human skeletal materials. The federal agency or the applicant receiving federal assistance should contact our office immediately.”
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SITE NAME DUE WEST ARP CHURCH

SITE NUMBER

LOCATION East Mai
5 F

DOUNTY

Due West ARP Church

SHARE

http://schpr.sc.gov/

VIEW

5t, [5C 184) at Church

L OuE West

RECORDED EYJ. Blythe

About Search Statewide Survey

Due West ARP Church

HISTORIC PROPERTY

STREET ADDRESS:
East Main Street (SC 184) at Church Street (SR 147), Due
West, SC (Abbeville County)

DATE SURVEYED:
August 14 1980
CATEGORY:
Building

CONSTRUCTION DATE:
1925

HISTORIC USE:
Religion

CURRENT USE:
Religion

HISTORIC CORE SHAPE:
T

NUMBER OF STORIES:
2

EXTERIOR WALLS MATERIALS:
Brick

ROOF SHAPE:
Gable

SIGNFICANT ARCHITECTURAL FEATURES:

2-story brick building with gable roof; T-plan; pedimented
gable w/dentil course; 2-story pedimented portico features
dentil course; cartouche w/swags; supported by 4 granite

Search National Registes


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
We have 2 online platforms to give access to information that’s been recorded in the surveys and National Register.

The SC Historic Properties Record or “SCHPR”   and an online GIS mapping program called Archsite

We’ll first take a quick look at SCHPR.

SCHPR has information from historic property surveys (not all yet uploaded), and the National Register listings. It is searchable by keywords and other information, but it does not connect to a map.


Here’s an example of an older card for a church and cemetery.
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About Search Statewide Survey, Search

Lindsay Cemetery

NATIONAL REGISTER LISTING

STREET ADDRESS:
Lindsay Cemetery Road, Vicinity of Due West, SC (Abbeville
County)

ATTERNATE NAME:
Lindsay Burying Ground

NRHP Nomination Form

RECORD NUMBER:
510817701012

DESCRIPTION AND NARRATIVE:

Lindsay Cemetery, established ca. 1820, is significant as the
first cemetery in the Due West vicinity of what was then
Abbeville District, and for its association with seventeen
prominent early families of Abbeville District (later Abbeville
County), from the early through the late nineteenth centuries.
It is also an excellent intact example of an early-nineteenth
through early-twentieth century cemetery reflecting typical
burial customs and gravestones of the period. Lindsay
Cemetery contains approximately 107 graves with inscriptions,
approximately sixty graves marked with stones or rocks, and
an unknown number of unmarked graves. The marked graves
are predominantly headstones and footstones, most of them
marble tablets although obelisks and table-top tombs are also
present. The earliest marked grave is from 1820 and the most
recent marked grave is from 1927, but most graves date from
1829 to 1892. The stones are arranged for the most part by
nuclear or extended family units within the cemetery
boundaries, but without formal stone, brick, or iron plot
enclosures. The cemetery is enclosed by an elaborate four-foot
high cast iron fence featuring Gothic pointed arches,


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Clicking on Lindsey Cemetery brings up this page with photos and a summary, and a link to the full National Register nomination form, see the first page here.
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The other platform is the online GIS mapping program called SC ArchSite

Public view, open to all, includes the National Register information (except restricted sites, primarily archaeological)  and above-ground historic property surveys (since the late 1980s)

Subscriber Map includes additional information, including archaeological sites
Subscriber access is vetted for professional qualifications to gain access

ArchSite used by our office, other public agencies, consultants when evaluating areas for presence of historic properties



Here is the view for Public view, can easily scroll in.
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Finally, this ArchSite example shows the Lindsay Cemetery, which we found in SCHPR, as one of the properties listed in the National Register.
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Here’s what ArchSite shows for the Lincoln Cemetery recorded in the Southside of Rock Hill survey
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
And this is a view of the Palmetto Cemetery that was determined to be eligible for the National Register thru a Preliminary Information Form submittal.
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Encourage to contact our staff if have questions about a specific program

St. Luke’s Parish Zion Chapel of Ease Cemetery, Hilton Head Island (1788-1922)

Criteria A – exploration / settlement, association with early European settlement and development of Hilton Head Island
Criteria C – distinctive funerary art from 18th and early 19th c.
Criteria D – potential to learn from archaeological study
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