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Archival Research for Forgotten
Cemeteries

J. Faith Meader



Microfiche | Microfilm

If you know the difference...
) you REALLY know.

A Names or no names?

A What's available in digital
archival records varies by
county.

DETECTIVE BOARD

A Cemetery research is detective
work! You will have a web of red
string connectingpeople,
properties, and events from a
variety of archival sources.

A Research the area surrounding the
burial ground, not just the
cemetery.
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A Visit state archives, historical
societies, libraries if not digitized
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U.S. Census data (population and agricultural) for Death records for researching decedents in the 20th
possible identification century



Newspapers, Oral Histories, City and Count@@ ., -
Meetings, and More! N f.
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A Newspapers! Search through them for any information on people (obituaries, weddings,
other announcements), road construction, estate sales, church news, farm reports, etc.

A Other sourcesy Oral history studies, local city meeting records, county commission
minutes, Works Progress Administration surveys, local cemetery surveys (not digitized)



Land Use Through
Aerial Photos
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A Compare aerial photographs to find changes to the cemetery andearby landscape.
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What is Delineation? g mur=rrs

cemetery?
4 4

Define where the burials are What kind of markers?

located.
v v
What needs to be protected? DO nE markt(ejgstg\;ve TEIES St
v v
Then you can add to property Rremarkers indicative of a
maps and site files particular community or family?
4

Where are unmarked graves?

B < SRR

a3 Cemetery markers are only one way to identify

graves in a cemetery. They are an unreliable
indication of the actual number of graves.
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Grand Avery Cemetery, Johnston ounty, North Carolina



Why Delineate?

Elmwood Cemetery, Mecklenburg County, North Carolina

Beaufort Marine Corps Cemetery, South Carolina

Ground

Disturbance
Planned

Development

planned near the
boundary

\. J

Placing future \
Interments

within the

Research

( .. )
Communities
want to identify

the location of
graves

( )

Memorialize the

cemetery

cemetery




