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Agenda
ÅArchival Research

ÅDelineating a Cemetery

ÅGravemarker Preservation

ÅAdditional Resources



Archival Research for Forgotten 
Cemeteries
J. Faith Meader



Some Points Before You Get Started

Å Names or no names?

Å What's available in digital 
archival records varies by 
county.

Å Cemetery research is detective 
work! You will have a web of red 
string connectingpeople, 
properties, and events from a 
variety of archival sources.

Å Research the area surrounding the 
burial ground, not just the 
cemetery.



Map 
Research

Å Historical maps with landowners 
(1825 Mill's Atlas, Civil War era 
maps, county maps, state 
highway road plans)

Å Visit state archives, historical 
societies, libraries if not digitized

Å Tax parcel maps



Land Ownership Records

Å Do a chain of title (FamilySearch, SC Land Records, GSCCCA, or other)

Å Read the deed description for geographical clues about the parcel, and 
look for any plats referenced.

Å Use tax lists and court records too!



Deciphering Deed Descriptions

Don't be intimidated by parcel 
description compass bearings 
and measurements. Plot them 
on a map!



Identifying Decedents

Text here

U.S. Census data (population and agricultural) for 
possible identification

Death records for researching decedents in the 20th 
century



Newspapers, Oral Histories, City and County 
Meetings, and More!

Å Newspapers! Search through them for any information on people (obituaries, weddings, 
other announcements), road construction, estate sales, church news, farm reports, etc.

Å Other sourcesуOral history studies, local city meeting records, county commission 
minutes, Works Progress Administration surveys, local cemetery surveys (not digitized)



Land Use Through 
Aerial Photos

Å Compare aerial photographs to find changes to the cemetery andnearby landscape.

1951 1976



Cemetery Delineation
Sarah Lowry



What is Delineation? Where is the cemetery?

Define where the burials are 
located.

What needs to be protected?

Then you can add to property 
maps and site files

What is in the 
cemetery?

What kind of markers?

Do the markers have names and 
dates? 

Rre markers indicative of a 
particular community or family?

Where are unmarked graves?

Grand Avery Cemetery, Johnston County, North Carolina

Cemetery markers are only one way to identify 
graves in a cemetery. They are an unreliable 
indication of the actual number of graves. 



Why Delineate?

Beaufort Marine Corps Cemetery, South Carolina

Elmwood Cemetery, Mecklenburg County, North Carolina

Ground 
Disturbance 

Planned

Development 
planned near the 

boundary

Placing future 
interments 
within the 
cemetery

Research

Communities 
want to identify 
the location of 

graves

Memorialize the 
cemetery


