The Mirror Trick
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A little about me.

To God be the
Glory...

[ have been
carving
gravestones
professionally for

over 20 years Nnow
using chisel and
mallet.

Received a grant

from the SC Arts
Commission.




Have stones at
Drayton Hall
Plantation,
Charleston, the
Congressional
Cemetery in
Washington DC,
carved entire slave

cemetery in Rock
Hill SC.

Have written a book
on 18" century
gravestones and how
to identify some of
the carvers.
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including proper notes for academic study thereon,
along with many pictures for ocular
demonstration of the subject.

J- David Gillespie



Some of my work. S.D.G.
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Drayton, Lamson




GAME! Show of Hands

How many of you have ever...

Rubbed Chalk on a Gravestone to see it
better?

Made a Gravestone Rubbing?

Used tool to scrape out letters to see them
better?

Have Cleaned a stone with D27

Have used a brush to scrub letters?



“Restoration”

Nowadays if folks cant read a stone they
immediately conclude “It must need
“restoring’

Then they take it upon themselves to do the
job.

They may not have permission or rights to
do so.

They may be doing the stone more harm
than good.



Mirror Trick. Our Goals

1. Tools.

2. Techniques.
3. Teach Others.



“Hands off Approach”

I am an advocate of a hands off approach
99% of the time.

Virginia Dept of Historic Resources have
coined a term “Human Erosion”

“Every time someone cleans a gravestone,
they cause some damage, even the
professionals” https://www.dhr.virginia.gov/blog-

posts/cemetery-conservation-side-effects-of-best-intentions/



Virginia Dept of Historic

Resources

“Every time someone
cleans a gravestone,
they cause some
damage, even the
professionals”



Tools
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A Full Length
Mirror



Tools

A Beautiful

Volunteer to
hold mirror.
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Technique:

Photographer

Person #1
Photographer
Pick out the
vertical
center of the
stone.

(Half the
Height)



echnique:

hotographer

Person #1
Photographer
Get the
camera lens to
the vertical
center of the
stone

Yes it may
mean getting
on knees or
bring a stool!



Techni .
echnique . WHY?

Photographer = Distortion.




Technique:




Technique

Assistant

Take Full lengt
mirror, and get
even with the
stone on the side
with most sun.
Take about half
step forward
ahead of face of
stone.



Te Chnlque . = Sometimes you must travel
Assistant

a distance to get light!




ith angle for
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p

1cture

imentw

= Exper
best p

ique
tant

1S

Techn
Ass




“Oh look here

is a stone that
I cant read!”

“It must need
Testoring’!




Put Camera
at Vertical
Center of

Stone




Step 2

Add Mirror
Trick!



Results = Which is better?




= Gravestones are relief carvings!

FllIl FaCt = They were carved in the same raking light.

Mirror Trick " g
Nothing 2

New.

Egyptians

Used it.

Dan Farber
19708




Example

“Oh look here
is a stone that
| cant read!”

“It must need
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= Which is better

Results




Example
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= A Slate from
Charleston s W
= Taken from a G e
position
comfortable
to me.




= Put Camera at Vertical
Center of Stone
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Results = Which is better?
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xample - BEFORE




After Mirror Trick




Compare, No Touch!







T‘\g?
i

£ am®

€y ‘&.

et

O3 l"\(’
”ﬁ()

= i -()/)//.g))« ///Q

N
SO
1&; Vi

O

&l &

/\P
(H
\w*

LNTARE !

/,:/

B h\/ {(),

lfib»
N 10\«-\ AN \ oom\i 10 \WAS boen

e /
‘1 Was tialioree

3

| l‘,his

> -

©)

1.5

=

[lel

Aoicd

|

UL

o g e [0 L

l\/ ('

/o
(¢

[‘.Iid(‘ H‘u(‘[\/ Ol

(0

)
S

Flaebour on
i Neal
Z//(’ (BVIOKRY Of /)/)(/ //v/////wmx el ,(// 0l /’m/

Conve //( 107, £

I\

)/)/)/

/

s >
7/ /) i-«/
‘




Compare
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Compare for Youself
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Compare.
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Special situations

ome stones
under
large tree
canopies.




Special situations

_.,l\l\m-lh ! \'I\(l'n""‘ﬁvﬂ' &
O RIGET \l\l).\ M

-y

4 \
* e ] I
A

B o swveradnterraes

B Lo Gl bt ‘)lni\(‘:""?‘
89ONN QEIZECARERS VAT duicl
.. 1ot (“'\1”('/.':\,‘..'\ l 2Ye ul.ﬂ ;1\1( n/\),w
B\VIL I AN ‘%/\\./\( I Septesmter 7

|/ sreias R (Y n/."(;_I\'ir-)xy\'i:hs_,.
AN >I\H GE RECIHARDES AVAGE
((i NG tnx()\/l oy DA WA

Ledger stones
that lie flat
No detail left
on stone ( If it
isnt there, it
isnt there)

B 1)1(\1\\1) 9} 'f',g-‘ 7]
'-‘w;n» W e St FAt el {Iye !luh dﬂ,nlh
naeap e TG e AreRdeeln e \ln\% - (51 Death.
XPOS sl £ SNV s lies dhrda ot w(hnmn\,,li()v <
Clom tadrtan el v e S oV

e % \llwx S
{110 Firaut umll’lofwulnsl)cm\

RIRY xc\ suths attonhge
\m I T BofsefsiolmiExpactang e MOTre:
Tawotcicriay/c O e nclar R (d(l( @ 101(‘1a1<~
BT he hasty str ides of anrelfenting Ic. 2
H decrad atl hiinaaty At aas \/alh

PDice fit
TheRes=r
Butdadppy Youtlis &
Had Life; w\m\le hethe . Toits utmest ddi(‘
: Vhathadl lhey kihowhbut, Sdim owl ﬂn(\hcl Woo
B The Carse cntaited’ o Ad(m\x Rade bek)w\
f Thevire thly sale wl \(,Hhrol)oa\h 5 Oate S’hf(\\’t
Andicachdthose Joys thdtaver n\dn(‘awllHds{
X‘ OW: varm 1\ Man howﬂu“ g are s

\X hch \vhal oi e M()ln(\x it [Ives lh

- of Macldhne fatdel Ih(‘h(xahl <’1l’mh

svDeath made trulyrgy aatig




Teach Others
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Share this technique
with others.

Hands off most times
are the best approach.
Help preserve our
heritage in stone for
the coming
generations.
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Find a Grave

It is possible to record entire cemeteries like
this for Find a Grave, or to record for a
cemetery book , or if you serve on a
cemetery committee conducting a survey of

your cemetery.
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http://www.pumpkintownprimitives.com/

