
Photography Tricks to Preserve our Heritage in Stone 



ÁTo God be the 
'ÌÏÒÙȣ 

Á I have been 
carving 
gravestones 
professionally for 
over 20 years now 
using chisel and 
mallet. 

ÁReceived a grant 
from the SC Arts 
Commission. 



Á Have stones at 
Drayton Hall 
Plantation, 
Charleston, the 
Congressional 
Cemetery in 
Washington DC, 
carved entire slave 
cemetery in Rock 
Hill SC. 
 

Á Have written a book 
on 18th century 
gravestones and how 
to identify some of 
the carvers.  







Á(Ï× ÍÁÎÙ ÏÆ ÙÏÕ ÈÁÖÅ ÅÖÅÒȣ 
ÁRubbed Chalk on a Gravestone to see it 

better? 
ÁMade a Gravestone Rubbing? 
ÁUsed tool to scrape out letters to see them 

better? 
ÁHave Cleaned a stone with D2? 
ÁHave used a brush to scrub letters? 



ÁNowadays if folks cant read a stone they 
ÉÍÍÅÄÉÁÔÅÌÙ ÃÏÎÃÌÕÄÅ Ȱ)Ô ÍÕÓÔ ÎÅÅÄ 
ȰÒÅÓÔÏÒÉÎÇȱ 
ÁThen they take it upon themselves to do the 

job. 
ÁThey may not have permission or rights to 

do so. 
ÁThey may be doing the stone more harm 

than good. 



Á1. Tools.  
Á2. Techniques. 
Á3. Teach Others. 



ÁI am an advocate of a hands off approach 
99% of the time.  
ÁVirginia Dept of Historic Resources have 
ÃÏÉÎÅÄ Á ÔÅÒÍ Ȱ(ÕÍÁÎ %ÒÏÓÉÏÎȱ 
ÁȰ%ÖÅÒÙ ÔÉÍÅ ÓÏÍÅÏÎÅ ÃÌÅÁÎÓ Á ÇÒÁÖÅÓÔÏÎÅȟ 

they cause some damage, even the 
ÐÒÏÆÅÓÓÉÏÎÁÌÓȱ https://www.dhr.virginia.gov/blog -

posts/cemetery-conservation-side-effects-of-best-intentions/  



ÁȰ%ÖÅÒÙ ÔÉÍÅ ÓÏÍÅÏÎÅ 
cleans a gravestone, 
they cause some 
damage, even the 
ÐÒÏÆÅÓÓÉÏÎÁÌÓȱ 



ÁA Full Length 
Mirror  



ÁA Beautiful 
Volunteer to 
hold mirror.  



ÁSUN! 



ÁPerson #1 
ÁPhotographer 
ÁPick out the 

vertical 
center of the 
stone.  
Á(Half the 

Height)  



ÁPerson #1 
ÁPhotographer 
ÁGet the 

camera lens to 
the vertical 
center of the 
stone 

ÁYes it may 
mean getting 
on knees or 
bring a stool! 



ÁWHY? 
ÁDistortion.  

 


