


A little about me.

To God be the
"1 1 OU8

| have been
carving
gravestones
professionally for

over 20 years now
using chisel and
mallet.

Recelved a grant
from the SC Arts
Commission.
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Have stones at el

Drayton Hall

Plantation,

Charleston, the

CongreSSionaI 1/ Ol \ﬁuf\,\:;,\: DO
Cemetery in . Toms & Grave
Washington DC, STONES
carved entire slave of the
cemetery in Rock EIGHTEENTH

CENTURY

including proper notes for academic study thereon,
along with many pictures for ocular
demonstration of the subject.

Have written a book . David Gillespie
on 18" century
gravestones and how
to identify some of
the carvers.

Hill SC.



Some of my work. S.D.G.
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Drayton, Lamson




GAME! Show of Hands

(I x T ATU 1T £ Ul O EAOA
Rubbed Chalk on a Gravestone to see it
better?

Made a Gravestone Rubbing?

Used tool to scrape out letters to see them
petter?

Have Cleaned a stone with D27
Have used a brush to scrub letters?




“Restoration”

Nowadays if folks cant read a stone they

EI 1T AAEAOAT U AT 1T Al OAA
OOAOOI OEI Cbo

Then they take it upon themselves to do the
Jjob.

They may not have permission or rights to

do so.
They may be doing the stone more harm

than good.



Mirror Trick. Our Goals

ools.
echniques.
each Others.
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“Hands off Approach”

| am an advocate of a hands off approach
99% of the time.

Virginia Dept of Historic Resources have

Al ET AA A OAOI O(COI Al
O%OAOU OEI A O T AT TA |
they cause some damage, even the

b O | /EA O @tE:/;{NW,l;v.dAviigir@gé\//blog -

posts/cemetery-conservation-side-effects-of-bestintentions/



Virginia Dept of Historic

Resources
O%OAOU OEI A
cleans a gravestone,

they cause some

damage, even the
DOl ZAOOEI 1 A



Tools
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A Full Length
Mirror



Tools

A Beautiful
Volunteer to
hold mirror.



Tools 4 sun:




echnique:

hotographer

Person #1
Photographer
Pick out the
vertical
center of the
stone.

(Half the
Height)



echnique:

hotographer

Person #1
Photographer
Get the
cameralensto
the vertical
center of the
stone

Yes it may
mean getting
on knees or
bring a stool!
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Technique: WHY?

Photographer A Distortion.



