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FORT HILL SLAVE AND
CONVICT CEMETERY

African Americans enslaved
at Fort Hill were buried
along the hillside below

the Calhoun family plot in

graves marked only by field |
stones. The exact number of
burials is unknown.

Beginning in 1890, Clemson
College leased prisoners,

primarily African Americans,

from the state to construct
campus buildings. Until

1915, those who died during
their incarceration were

buried adjacent to the

slave cemetery.

SPONSONRD BY LLEMSON DNIVERSITY. eote

9/16/2024 : The Cenm etery H istort Preservation Projct SC historical marker installed in 2015




Two concerned
Clemson students

9/16/2024

SITE
of
UNKNOWN
BURIALS

Circa 1865

e Sarah Adams and Morgan Molosso

 Actually, the African American Burial Ground was
likely established in early 1800s after Rev. James
McElhenny moved to the area with 25 enslaved
persons who labored at Clergy Hall.

The Cemetery Historic Preservation Project 5
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Tmearmns Finid

Carrel
Cowan-Ricks

Carrel Cowan-Ricks, a Black Fort HILL
archaeology professor working in AFRICAN AMERICAN

what was then called the
Department of Historic Houses,
conducted survey work on the hill,
completing three digs on the western
slope of the cemetery with students
and volunteers. She hypothesizes
that there are unmarked graves all
over Cemetery Hill, wants to use
ground penetrating radar (GPR) to
test against her archaeological
excavations, and believes she needs a
minimum of six years to complete
the first phase of the project.
However, Clemson lets Professor
Cowan-Ricks go in 1993 during a
reduction in force, and the project
ends without conclusive evidence of
African American graves.
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA )

: COURT OF COMMON PLFAS
COUNTY or OCONEE )

BX PARTE:

The Clemson Agricultural College

of South Carolina
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On reading and filing the Petiti
cultural College of South Carolina
IT IS ORDERED, that a Notice substantially in the form
set out below be published not less than ten (10) days prior

September 3, 1960, in THE GREENVI] and the

to Saturda

. e

ANDERSON INDEPENDENT, and in the August 25 issue of

Hy
ct
5
@

]
MESSENGER, a weekly newspaper of general clrculation in the

Clemson area., The form of the Notice 1s as follows:

TROAT MAMTOAE

Destroying a burial ground

CO urt O rd er 1960 to protect Clemson College.

Recovered by Carrel Cowan-Ricks
9/16/2024 The Cemetery Historic Preservation Project




* March 11,1946 :The college Buildings and Grounds
Committee reports that 200 to 250 graves of enslaved
people and convicted laborers are believed to be buried on
Cemetery Hill and recommends installation of a permanent
marker on the site. The recommendation is not acted upon.

E arb/ efEQrtS * November 22, 1957: The director of the college physical

plant recommends that Clemson erect fencing around a

o preserve the 100-foot by 125-foot section west of the Calhoun family plot
to “enclose area of a colored graveyard within a securely
\
C O :IDIEd constructed wire fence.” The recommendation is not acted
G raveyard” UPO;

* December 5, 1957: A Woodland Cemetery report indicates
that “[a]pproximately 100 yards to the west of the Calhoun
plot is a burial ground [with rough stone markers] reportedly
established for slaves,” noting the site probably was
established prior to 1837. “In addition to the slaves
reportedly buried here, a number of convicts who died while
working on construction of the first college buildings are
buried in this area.” They were to “designate on cemetery

9/16/2024 The Cem etery H istoric Preservatzon 9

Project ”
ap area of colored graveyard.

unsuccessful




e Spring 2002: The Woodland
Cemetery Stewardship
Committee votes to install a
temporary fence to “protect
portions of the cemetery,” an
area on the southern slope then
identified as the site of
unmarked graves based on a
distinct pattern of field stones.

\

\

* Fall 2002: The SC state

\ archaeologist conducts ground

i penetrating radar (GPR) work

1 on the western slope of the

1 cemetery, but “wet soil

conditions [prevent] conclusive
findings.”

9/16/2024
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Unmarked granite
markers were installed for

each anomaly believed to
be an unmarked grave
earlier this year.
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THEANDREW PTKENS YA P’CALHOUN FAM ILY
PIOT




JATHON CEN”W”PY
WELES GAEHOUN
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Misleading
Plaque

Are John C. Calhoun and
his wife Floride buried
here?

eJohn C. Calhoun —

St. Philip’s Episcopal

Church, Charleston, SC
* Floride Calhoun —

St. Paul’s Episcopal

Church, Pendleton, SC

9/16/2024 15




Andrew P. “AP”
Calhoun Family Plot

* Andrew, born April 15, 1811, was John C.
and Floride Calhoun’s eldest child.

* AP’s six-month-old son, John Caldwell
Calhoun, died on December 7, 1837, and
was buried at top of the hill.

* AP purchased the Fort Hill Plantation and
50 enslaved persons in 1854 from his
mother and sister.

* He died on March 16, 1865, at Fort Hill
and was buried near his son.

* AP’s family members continue to use this
burial plot.

9/16/2024 The Cemetery Historic Preservation Project
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* Presents idea to Clemson’s Board
of Trustees on July 4-5, 1922.

Clemson College « Cemetery Committee chooses
President Walter “Cemetery Hill” next to AP Calhoun

. : plot.
Riggs conceives

idea for the
campus cemetery

* Riggs dies in January 1924 and is
buried on Cemetery Hill.

* Trustees approved plan for
Woodland Cemetery on July 10,
1924,

9/16/2024 The Cemetery Historic Preservation Project |
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n 1924 ,W ood land

Cem etery w as
established forClem son
facu lty and officersand
their fam 1liesprovidmg
freep lots.

Noem ploym entservice
requirem entsuntil1989
w hen em ployeeshad to
w ork atClem son forfive
years.In 2005, the
service requirem ent
ncreased to 20
contmuousyears.

9/16/2024

1924-1991
East side: family plots that can hold 8-10 caskets.

March 1993

West side: companion plots for employee and
spouse become available.

2005

Northwest corner: companion plots for employee
and spouse become available.

The Cem etery H istoric Preservation Profect 20



Toourknow ledge,
noperson ofcolor

hasbeen buried
m W oodland Cem etery smce
1itw asestablished 1mn 1924 .
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* Augustl,1958:W .A .M orxison, son of
ProfessorW illiam A .M orrison whowas
bured n W oodbnd Cem etery, visied
Clem son and expressed concem that
the cem etery ” is belng poorly

W hom amtams m ahtaied.He wanted to start find
forcem eterym antenance w ih

the on -cam pus $1,000 donated by Is sisterM argaret

cem eteriesat fora tust.

* Decem ber2000 :Stewardshp
Com m ifee established by Clem son
PresdentJm Barkertooversee the
maintenance, protection, and
reservation of Woodland
emetery.

* Cunrent: Clem son Facilites staff
provde m alntenance sexvies.
Cem etery Progectcoordnators are

A6 2024 errrenthrdevisng a bng-tem phnato

[ an/ S i [ I

C lem son
Universiy?







Clemson News TOPICS ¥ COLLEGES > DMISIONS

e Washington Post

ace Greenville News

Downtown  TALK  Advertise  Obituaries sNewspaper  Legals

The Post and Courier

Clemson historians searched for unmarked
graves. They found dozens for enslaved people
owned by a U.S. vice president.

s 0 am

oard adopts
policy governing future interments at

Clemson students to honor
unmarked burial ground for slaves,
convict laborers on campus

200 Nicholson
Greenville News

‘Woodland Cemetery

BF

T

Radar scan of Clemson cemetery complete but
answers on unmarked graves may take years

e poscy establishing

riera for future intaemints t Woodland Cemeteey. Tha poicy 3ppses the guting

Created in the early 20th Century, Woodland Cemetery is a burial ground for
prominent Clemson University figures — presidents, professors and football
coaches are all buried in the hilltop plot beside Memorial Stadium.

roveaied asigriican
aslshment of Weedland Cometery in 1924,

‘The Calhouns, the family who founded Fort Hill plantation, are buried atop the
steep incline, their graves enclosed by a wrought iron fence.

ci tyas o
al testing place wil be at

“The Baard deeply spprec

s g Venture a few hundred yards down the unpaved road from the cemetery's stone

gates, however, and find the ked f peoples
by the Calhouns.

ted re 1abisn 2 preservation plan that respects il whe

Lots of media coverage . .

C]emson discowl's gl'a.ves of dozens Of people x Labor Day: What'sopen?  Israel-Hamaswar  CocoGauff crashesout  Philippines storm deaths  USC beat LU NEWS =
enslaved by John C. Calhoun

At Clemson, unmarked slave graves
. . : 1 1 el LS e BATH  1.877-585-BATH
highlight plantation past PO M

Weather ~ Sports v Back to School Livin’ Upstate Community v Report It! About Us v

NEWS

Radar detects possible 200+
unmarked graves from
1800s at Clemson cemetery

Clemson'News TOPICS COUEGES ©  DIVISIONS

Construction to begin on Woodland
Cemetery enhancements

SHARE 1
ceo DO WHAT 1 DID -

CLEMSON, SC (WSPA) - Clemson University officiall Monday that ground i CALL
radar revealed the possible locations of mare than 200 unmarked graves believed to be those of BAT H

African Americans that date back more than century. F ITT E R

According to a news release, the radar revealed the possible locations of the graves in Woodland
Cemetery on Clemson's campus.

ebrusny 13,2023

BATH _ 1-877-58
g

5-BATH
FITTER -2284)

Duing acesss tothe cemete e
The Unierséy s working

Clemson officials said the graves are believed to be those of “enslaved people who worked from

o

sdutaschedule  time.and fo ensure sae access o the gravesite

s The Cemetery Historic Preservation Project 9/16/2024
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Began offering cemetery tours during the pandemic
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Guiding Principles

« Existing interments in Woodland Cemetery
from all eras will be preserved and should

New policy not be disturbed.

from Clem son * All interments in Woodland Cemetery from

T rustees, all era_s will be honored and respected.
== A Future internments

Stew araso € e Group 1: Companion and family plots

cem etery  Group 2: Persons with designated plot

number
] et L e (A D * Group 3: Persons with reservation and not

assigned a plot

» Persons who do not fall within Groups 1, 2,
or 3 are not eligible for interment in
Woodland Cemetery.

9/16/2024 The Cem etery H toric Preservation Progct 26




CreatingtheCem etery H istoric Preservation Propect

O ™anization and Outreach : Trustees apponted a Legacy Councilto assistw ih
creating preservation pbn and com m uniy engagem ent nimtves.M et1 -2 m onth for
three years.

H red staff:postdoc, com m uniy engagem entassistant, and a historan

Opertions:hied a superntendentand devised a new titke forlng-tem saff
m em ber, cem etery operations and strategic nimtive dxector.

hvolved students:hied studentresearch assistants and started an undergraduate
Creative hquiry team .

M ore Outreach :apponted a Com m uniy Engagem ent Councilfordescendants and
hosted Zoom m eetings fordescendants, m odem fam iles,and the public.



CreatingtheCem etery H istoric Preservation Propect

Develped publc program s and himatives: covd testing, CanelCowan-RicksDay, a
m onth iy new sktter, socialm eda presence.

Transionig to pem anentprofct:hirred educator/mterpreter, research assistant
professor @cadem i hom e h hterdisciplnary Studis) and public historan.

Ensured bngeviy:develbpg a stategic phn.

Expanded ourpublic program s:Secrets ofthe Sikent,Octoberl7 and 18,2024,

tours resum e h Febmary 2025, revam pihg socklm edi,develbopihg com m uniy
parmnerships

Long-term goal:be the epicenterofCkm son Uniersiy history on cam pus.



Com pletion ofPathw ays Propct

authorized by Clem son Trustees
$3 .5 m ilion proect
February 2023 — January 2024
* Created new pathways B4 N ‘ ;&%
X NN

X

* Enhanced securiy
* Created new N orth gate entrance
* Thstaled new Ighting

ALY
\."4

* Hosted “sneak peek” 1 Novem ber
2023 forabout100 guests, ncluding
m odem buralfam iles, descendant
com m uniy, and stakeholders

* Tstalled benches, new ntempratve
snage

* Began nstalbhton ofAfrican
Am erican H eritage Garden

29
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=URPHY

STUDIO

Memorial for Black Laborers Project

9/16/2024

=ICHAEL

The Cemetery Historic Preservation Project

Hired Michael Murphy Studio to design
Memorial for Black Laborers.

e Murphy designed the Memorial for
Peace and Justice in Montgomery, AL

Announced project and introduced Murphy
and team in March 2024 in Charleston.

Appointed advisory committee that began
meeting in July 2024.

Conceptual design for memorial will be
presented to Clemson’s Board of Trustees in
April 2024.
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October 29, 1952

Clemson’s Buildings and Grounds
Committee recommends that the
Camellia Test Garden southeast of
the cemetery be named Judge
Crawford Camellia Garden in “honor
of the old colored gardener who
worked for Clemson College for
approximately 50 years.” The
recommendation was not acted
upon.

Spring 2021
Camellias were found blooming on
South side of Cemetery.

Fall 2024
A Camellia garden is being planted in
Judge Crawford’s honor on the

South side of the cemetery.
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* W ebsie:
www ckm son eduem etery

e Newsktter:em ail
afam burals@ clem son edu and ask
to be added to Iistserv

* SocrlM ednm:
* Facebook -@ Ckm sonU Cem etery
* hstagram -@ clkm sonucem etery
* Twiier-@ CUCem etery

Leam m ore

* Cem etery Tours w lllbegn agan In
February 2025

9/16/2024 The Cem etery H toric Preservation Progct 34
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