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Welcome to the SC African American Heritage Commission newsletter. In it you
will find updates about their activities and events pertaining to African American

History in South Carolina!

 
SCAAHC Events & Announcements

Commissioner Profiles

For the next few newsletters, we will be doing brief profiles on the SC African American
Heritage Commissioners, detailing their background, how they became involved with the
Commission, and more. This month's profile is on Commissioner Rhonda Midgette!

Rhonda Midgette is an HR professional with over 20 years of
progressive HR experience including Talent Acquisition,
Compliance, Opportunity and Employee Relations.

Her professional experience has positively impacted
performance and people management at Blue Cross Blue
Shield, First Citizens Bank and TD Bank. As an entrepreneur,
she assists small businesses and non-profits as a DEI and HR
Consultant and uses her SHRM-CP certification to assist in the
professional development of HR colleagues across the country.
She also serves as Chair and Executive Board Member of the
SC Chamber of Commerce Economic Engagement Committee

In her "down time" she enjoys yoga, dancing, traveling, reading, and spending time
with her son who proudly serves in the US Air Force.

I joined the Commission to better serve my adopted SC community. It has been
my honor to attend the Commission meetings and to confer on the best ways to
move forward the agenda of preserving the African American History of this great
state.

I have learned so much from my colleagues on the Commission and look forward
to doing the work to bring more awareness to the mission.

As a transplant from another great state with a rich history, North Carolina, I am a
proud southerner and wish to contribute as much time a resource as possible to
promoting reasons for the next generations to come to be a proud of their heritage
as well.

I truly believe that will not be possible without the sharing of stories about the
people and events that shaped African American History.

http://www.scaahc.org
https://files.constantcontact.com/c6eb952a901/23609ee0-2dd5-4cac-9eab-bb1ceee775fe.pdf?rdr=true
https://files.constantcontact.com/c6eb952a901/23609ee0-2dd5-4cac-9eab-bb1ceee775fe.pdf?rdr=true
https://www.google.com/maps/d/viewer?mid=183GWEBsTK2WvT9yXRwGgh8Nv1TXzbwQe&ll=33.931906625071925%2C-81.04654300130207&z=8
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&nav=867aa0f3-1ec0-4dac-8636-e7794124285e


2026 SCAAHC Annual Conference Registration
Open!

Registration for the 2026 SCAAHC Annual Conference is officially open! Spaces fill
quickly so we recommend reserving your spot sooner rather than later. See below
or click the "Download Flyer" button to see the current schedule of events. The
registration link can be found here or on the Commission's webpage. If you
have any question, reach out to Ayanna Goines, agoines@scdah.sc.gov. Hope to
see you on February 28, 2026!!

Download Flyer

2026 SCAAHC Book Prize Competition

https://mtptfrgbb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001np-NPqrznzDS7Wu1WQw-p-8IrLhUju28YgN_jaEf898dq8-PkTAmmAkfqFCkSdnk3oMGY5PVK17dclW-4wjHzjaF_GivlX3-fATjE4HMAv1gMwzmZ_yzogukVUjLqf08G-zSxWYXGuoxfawGySp3Tv4a71YdmEvJz0MV0NgYdFs-IZD98B-2Fg==&c=&ch=
https://mtptfrgbb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001np-NPqrznzDS7Wu1WQw-p-8IrLhUju28YgN_jaEf898dq8-PkTAmmAkfqFCkSdnk8CJQ1hxVguLDIcfbiPMbw9Y9Y0rCWrcWOIfiT9th_3OKV6dvTUiKFT188Nb-36GWHbiueYz3TPen8OVkAfsFzbLaxjsS6Ir6KTT1saHzBvY=&c=&ch=
https://files.constantcontact.com/c6eb952a901/5e081e99-00ae-482f-a671-012a4277787e.pdf?rdr=true


The Commission would like to announce the creation of its 2026 Book Prize
Competition. This award will recognize outstanding original works that contribute
significantly to the understanding of the history, art, and culture of African
Americans in South Carolina. Click on the flyer below for more information.
Submissions must be postmarked or emailed by December 1, 2025.



Commission Activities

Commissioners have been busy participating in events. See below
for a recap!

October 13, 2025
Commissioner Charmaine Clowney
attended a documentary screening
sponsored by Allen University and SCETV.
This documentary entitled, "Becoming
Thurgood", highlighted the career
achievements of Supreme Court Justice,
Thurgood Marshall, the nation's first
African American Supreme Court Justice.
The documentary also provided historical
insight into Justice Marshall's role in filing
a lawsuit in the landmark S.C. school
desegregation case, Briggs vs. Elliott. The
Briggs case formed the basis for the
historic Brown v. Board of Education
Supreme Court case decision making
school segregation illegal in the United
States. Dr. Bobby Donaldson facilitated a
thought-provoking discussion about the
documentary.



October 25, 2025
Commissioner Deacon Wilfred Pace attended the Williams Memorial High School
Alumni Community Alliance Historical Monument Memorial Wall Dedication at
St. George Rosenwald School. St. George Rosenwald, constructed in 1925 with
funds from the Julius Rosenwald, became an accredited school in 1926 and was
named Williams Memorial High until 1954. This event unveiled the memorial wall
which honors the students, faculty, and staff who attended the school.

November 5-8, 2025
Commissioners Dr. Vernon Burton and Dr. Melissa Stuckey attended the Southern
Historical Association Annual Meeting. Both presided over panels at the meeting
and Dr. Stuckey participated on panel titled, "History at Work: Careers in Public
History."

November 7, 2025
Commissioner Deacon Wilfred Pace attended Dorchester Heritage Center's
American Revolution exhibit. This exhibit highlights major battles that took place
in South Carolina, including the Battle of Sullivan's Island, the Cherokee Attack
and the Battle of Cowpens, as well as the role that African Americans and women
played in the war.



November 15, 2025
Chair Vivian Glover attended the unveiling
of the Snow Hill Baptist Church marker in
Florence. This church, organized in the
1880s, served the Black residents of
Ebenezer Township and other nearby
sections of Florence. The current church
building was constructed around 1950,
replacing the original.

Recent African American Preservation News

Ceramics Made by Enslaved Potter
David Drake Returned to Family
Boston Museum of Fine Arts, who had two
of David Drake's, an enslaved man from
Edgefield, SC, ceramic pots has returned
them to descendants. Drake's work stands
out because of the inscriptions he placed
on the jars; showing Drake was educated
during a time where teaching enslaved
people to read and write was illegal. The
actions of the museum have opened up
broader discussions about the inclusion of
art work by enslaved artist and restitution
of that work to known descendants. Read
more about Drake at this link.

Black Catholic Church in
Charleston Receives Grant
St. Patrick Catholic Church in Charleston is
the city's only remaining Black Catholic
parish and is the site of a new African
American Heritage Center. The
congregation has received a $500,000
grant from the National Fund for Sacred
Places that will allow for the completion of
repairs and restorations to the steeple and

https://www.smithsonianmag.com/smart-news/an-enslaved-man-made-thousands-of-ceramic-pots-now-a-boston-museum-has-returned-two-of-them-to-his-descendants-180987642/?utm_source=smithsoniandaily&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=editorial&lctg=91658132


exterior of the building. Learn more about
the church and grant at this link.

New Exhibit Honors Civil Right
Photographer Cecil Williams'
Work
Florence County Museum has created a
new exhibition titled "Unforgettable: The
Civil Rights Photography of Cecil
Williams." This exhibition features photos
taken between 1950 & 1970 by Cecil
Williams with interpretive text,
highlighting Williams' work while also
exploring the broader role of photography
in the Civil Rights movement. Read more
about the exhibit at this link.

2 African American Structures are going to SC State Board of
Review
On November 21 at 10:30am, St. Mark's Episcopal Church in Charleston and St.
James Rosenwald School in York, will be presented at the State Board of Review
for inclusion on the National Register of Historic Places. The Commission funded
the creation of these two nominations. State Board of Review meetings are open to
the public.

Biography on Dr. Matilda Evans Wins Book Award
Dr. Walter Curry, Beverly Aiken Muhammad, and Anusha Ghosh, co-authors of
the publication South Carolina's Matilda Evans: A Medical Pioneer, have received
a book award from the Afro-American Historical & Genealogical Society (AAHGS).
The award, given at the 46th Annual AAHGS Conference in North Charleston,
celebrates excellence in preserving and interpreting African American history and
genealogy.

https://www.fundforsacredplaces.org/participants/st-patrick-catholic-church/
https://www.flocomuseum.org/exhibitions/unforgettable/


Grants

Richland County Conservation Commission Historic Preservation
Grants: This grant. administered by the Richland County Conservation
Committee provide historic preservation grants to assist landowners to
preserve, restore, or rehabilitate historically significant buildings or sites in
Richland County and to develop education and research programs that
promote historic preservation in Richland County. The application portal
opens on December 1, 2025 and will close on February 1, 2026. For
more info on eligibility requirements, click this link.

Charleston County Settlement Communities Project: The Gullah
Geechee Heritage Corridor is accepting rolling applications for the
Charleston County Settlement Communities Project. This one-time funding
opportunity available to organizations that identify as Settlement
Communities and aims to provide organizations with support to expand their
mission-driven services impacted by the COVID pandemic. The deadline
for applications is December 15, 2025. For more information, click this
link.

Dept. of Archives & History News

The SC Department of Archives & History SHPO are no accepting proposals for the 2026
Historic Preservation Conference. Session can cover a variety of topics and vary in
difficulty from "Historic Preservation 101" to discussion of emerging issues. The deadline
for submissions is December 16, 2025. For more information on how to submit a
proposal see the flyer below or visit this link.

https://www.richlandcountysc.gov/Property-Business/Comprehensive-Planning/Conservation/Conservation-Grants/Historic-Preservation-Grants#section-1
https://gullahgeecheecorridor.org/charleston-county/
https://scdah.sc.gov/historic-preservation/resources/statewide-historic-preservation-conference


The State Historic Preservation Office has an email newsletter "News and
Notes" that is sent out monthly with information about SHPO programs and
events. The newsletter also highlights the programs and events of state and
national preservation groups. To subscribe click this link.

Upcoming Events & Conferences

November 21, 2025: The South Carolina State Board of Review will be
meeting to at 10:30am to discuss eight nominations for the National Register
of Historic Places. The meeting is open to the public. For more information
on the and to read the nominations, click this link.

November 22, 2025: South Carolina African American Tourism is hosting
their 2025 Conference at College of Charleston. This conference serves as a
think tank where stakeholders and industry leaders from around the state
gather with key government representatives to continue aligning efforts to
support the African American tourism sector's recovery and move beyond to
a safer, more resilient, inclusive, and sustainable future. For more
information, click this link.

November 29, 2025: Join the Goodwill Educational and Historical Society

https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/sl/mAhFLK6?source_id=496a60c3-3a55-400b-8c63-2c847c24e711&source_type=em&c=JG0N08w-Xen0_0bL_GdoJ1ca-Si2l0aOdLlpgD9jp3Urxbp_Y5nPZw==&source_id=867aa0f3-1ec0-4dac-8636-e7794124285e&source_type=em&c=
https://scdah.sc.gov/historic-preservation/programs/national-register/state-review-board
https://www.scaat.us/program/


for the dedication and grand opening of the newly renovated Goodwill
Cultural Center, formerly Goodwill Parochial School--a community icon for
over 150. For more information, view the flyer below or visit this link.

November 30, 2025: The J.H. Fordham Lodge no. 7 will be unveiling their
state historical marker at 3:00pm this day. The event will take place at 1814
Poorfarm Rd. in Effingham, SC 29541. For more information see the flyer
below or contact Demonshay Scipio at drscipio.drs@gmail.com

Saturday February 28, 2026:  Join the Commission for the 3rd annual
conference. More information on the schedule and registration coming soon.
Keep up to date on the Commission's website: scaahc.org

March 5-7, 2026: The SC Interpreters Mini-Conference welcomes
interpreters from across the state to come together to learn through
interactive sessions, Certified Interpreter led excursions, and networking
events. The Call for Proposals can be found at this link or on the flyer below.

March 19-21, 2026:  Join the Confederation of SC Local Historical Societies
for their annual Landmark Conference occurring in York, SC. To stay up to
date on conference information, visit this link.

June 9-11, 2026: The College of Charleston's Avery Research Center for
African American History and Culture is hosting a three-day symposium
focused on black education and the preservation of Black History through
archives, and community engagement. The call for proposals can be found at
this link or below.

October 1-3, 2026:  The Slave Dwelling Project is holding a conference in
North Charleston titled "250 Years and Counting: Reckoning, Resilience, and
Remembrance." Currently, they are accepting proposals for themes
surrounding the Revolutionary Era. For more information, visit this link.

Ongoing Events

The Center for Civil Rights and History's exhibit "Where Do We Go From 
Here?" explores Dr. Martin Luther King's questions about the future and 
illustrates how the passage of major civil rights legislation affected 
education, housing, health care , employment, and more. This exhibit, 
housed at the Ernest F. Hollings Special Collections Library at the Thomas 
Cooper Library can be viewed during the Library's normal hours of 
operation. Click here for more info.

Free Admission to the Columbia Museum of Art where visitors can see the
"Our Story Matters" Gallery that discusses Columbia's vibrant 
Washington Street Black Business District.

Historic Columbia's latest exhibit Heat & Hardship: The Hidden Labor 
of Enslaved Cooks is on display at the Robert Mills House & Gardens. 
This innovative exhibit reimagines the site's warming kitchen, offering 
visitors a deeper understanding of the lives of enslaved cooks in the 1820s. 
For more information on the exhibit and to purchase tour tickets visit this 
website.

https://schumanities.org/grand-opening-of-the-goodwill-cultural-center-in-mayesville/
https://www.scaahc.org/
https://form.jotform.com/252014610994151
http://www.csclhs.org/
https://avery.charleston.edu/cfp_avery_mellon/
https://slavedwellingproject.org/sdp-conference-2026/
https://civilrights.sc.edu/
https://sc.edu/about/offices_and_divisions/university_libraries/about/locations/hollings/index.php
https://www.columbiamuseum.org/view/our-story-matters-gallery
https://www.historiccolumbia.org/tours/house-tours/robert-mills-house-and-gardens
https://www.historiccolumbia.org/tours/house-tours/robert-mills-house-and-gardens






 



Interactive Map of All Approved South Carolina Historical

Markers

Help us grow our subscribers and
reach even more people by forwarding
this newsletter to anyone who may be

Subscribe to the Newsletter

https://www.google.com/maps/d/viewer?mid=183GWEBsTK2WvT9yXRwGgh8Nv1TXzbwQe&ll=33.931906625071925%2C-81.04654300130207&z=8
https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/sl/X77V1wQ/SCAAHCsignup?source_id=867aa0f3-1ec0-4dac-8636-e7794124285e&source_type=em&c=


interested!

For any assistance, support, or general questions
please contact us. Contact

Us

SC Archives and History | 8301 Parklane Rd | Columbia, SC 29223 US

Unsubscribe | Update Profile | Constant Contact Data Notice

mailto:agoines@scdah.sc.gov
https://www.constantcontact.com/legal/customer-contact-data-notice
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