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Welcome to the SC African American Heritage Commission newsletter. In it you
will find updates about their activities and events pertaining to African American

History in South Carolina!

 

SCAAHC Events & Announcements

Commissioner Profiles

For the next few newsletters, we will be doing brief profiles on the SC African American
Heritage Commissioners, detailing their background, how they became involved with the
Commission, and more. This month's profile is on Commissioner Dr. Melissa Stuckey!

Melissa N. Stuckey joined the faculty of the
University of South Carolina as Associate Professor of
History and Director of Public History in 2023. Her
research interests center on African American
communities and institutions, Black migration
movements, and early twentieth century Black
freedom struggles. Prior to coming to USC, Stuckey
held faculty positions at the University of Oregon and
Elizabeth City State University in North Carolina. 

Stuckey is currently overseeing the rehabilitation of
Elizabeth City State University’s historic Rosenwald
Practice School building and its Principal’s House,
both built in 1922. Since 2018, she has been awarded

over $2.5 million for this project from the National Park Service, the Institute of
Museum of Library Services, and the National Endowment for the Humanities,
including $1.675 million awarded in 2023. 

Committed to engaging the public in important conversations about African
American history, Stuckey is also involved in public history projects in North
Carolina (mapping segregation-era African American businesses in Elizabeth City
and African American cemetery preservation), South Carolina (Reconstruction-era
Beaufort, SC), and Oklahoma (mapping Boley, Oklahoma’s business district). 

Stuckey is author of several articles and book chapters, including “Boley, Indian
Territory: Exercising Freedom in the All-Black Town,” published in 2017 in the

http://www.scaahc.org
https://pci.jotform.com/form/253026591692966
https://www.google.com/maps/d/viewer?mid=183GWEBsTK2WvT9yXRwGgh8Nv1TXzbwQe&ll=33.931906625071925%2C-81.04654300130207&z=8
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&nav=fa106f19-0d97-4b7c-bf01-f92b61f719bb


Journal of African American History and “Freedom on Her Own Terms: California
M. Taylor and Black Womanhood in Boley, Oklahoma” published in This Land is
Herland: Gendered Activism in Oklahoma, 1870s to 2010s (University of
Oklahoma Press, 2021). Dr. Stuckey is currently completing her first book, entitled
“All Men Up”: Seeking Freedom in the All-Black Town of Boley, Oklahoma, which
interrogates the Black freedom struggle in Oklahoma as it took shape in the state’s
largest all-black town and a scholarly article about the ECSU Rosenwald Practice
School and its rehabilitation. 

​Stuckey teaches a variety of courses in Public History and African American
History. She earned her M.A., M.Phil., and Ph.D. from Yale University and her A.B.
from Princeton University.

2026 SCAAHC Annual Conference Registration
Open!

Registration for the 2026 SCAAHC Annual Conference is officially open! Pre-
registration is required and spaces are limited. See below or click the
"Download Flyer" button to see the current schedule of events. The registration link
can be found here or on the Commission's webpage. If you have any question,
reach out to Ayanna Goines, agoines@scdah.sc.gov. Hope to see you on February
28, 2026!!

Download Flyer

https://mtptfrgbb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001np-NPqrznzDS7Wu1WQw-p-8IrLhUju28YgN_jaEf898dq8-PkTAmmAkfqFCkSdnk3oMGY5PVK17dclW-4wjHzjaF_GivlX3-fATjE4HMAv1gMwzmZ_yzogukVUjLqf08G-zSxWYXGuoxfawGySp3Tv4a71YdmEvJz0MV0NgYdFs-IZD98B-2Fg==&c=&ch=
https://mtptfrgbb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001np-NPqrznzDS7Wu1WQw-p-8IrLhUju28YgN_jaEf898dq8-PkTAmmAkfqFCkSdnk8CJQ1hxVguLDIcfbiPMbw9Y9Y0rCWrcWOIfiT9th_3OKV6dvTUiKFT188Nb-36GWHbiueYz3TPen8OVkAfsFzbLaxjsS6Ir6KTT1saHzBvY=&c=&ch=
https://files.constantcontact.com/c6eb952a901/5dc8f3de-7f5b-4c43-b591-778dce91d8b6.pdf?rdr=true


Commission Activities

Commissioners have been busy participating in events. See below
for a recap!

November 21,2025
Commissioner Dr. Vernon Burton presented on the
plenary panel discussion at the Social Science History
Association's conference. He delivered on the paper,
Practices that Sap Voting Power: Restrictions,
Gerrymandering, Suppression.

November 29, 2025
Chair Vivian Glover attended the dedication
ceremony for the Goodwill Cultural Center,
formally Goodwill Parochial School. This school
was established during Reconstruction and
served the community until 1960. The center
will host programs, events, exhibits, and other
activities that share the history and culture of
this area of Sumter.

November 30, 2025
Vivian Glover, Chair of the Commission,
attended the unveiling of the J.H. Fordham
Lodge No. 7 in Effingham. The lodge was
originally a meeting hall for several African
American masonic lodges. After its construction,
the building became known as "The Hall" and
served a variety of functions for local Black
residents. At one point, the building also housed
a public school for African Americans.

December 4th, 2025
The SCAAHC met at the SC Archives & History
Center for the their last Quarterly Meeting of
2025. At this meeting, the Commissioners met
their new Non-Voting Associate Members and
reflected on the achievements of the
Commission over the year, including the 2025
Annual Conference, the unveilings and
dedications of Commission funded markers, and
the launching of an independent website.
Quarterly Meetings are open to the public and
upcoming meetings, along with agendas can be
found here.

December 10th, 2025
Chair Vivian Glover attended the unveiling of the Palmetto Cemetery state
historical marker. This cemetery is a historically African American vernacular
cemetery in Columbia. As one of the only burial grounds reserved as the final resting
place for African Americans in South Carolina's capital city, the cemetery reflects
the political turmoil of the period post-Reconstruction and the growing sense of
community harnessed among free African Americans in society seeking to dignify
and honor the lives of deceased community members. To learn more about the



cemetery, visit this link.

Recent African American Preservation News

South Carolina Civil Rights
Museum wins Award
The South Carolina Civil Rights Museum
was awarded the David W. Robinson
Catalyst Award. This annual award honors
organizations that 'spark transformative
community change, reflecting the Central
Carolina Community Foundation's
commitment to supporting and uplifting
nonprofits across the Midlands.' Vice
President of Community Investment for the
Foundation stated, "The South Carolina
Civil Rights Museum represents the type of
visionary leadership that the Catalyst
Award seeks to honor." To read more about
the museum and award, click this link.

Palmer Funeral Home Celebrates
Marker
The Palmer Funeral Home in Sumter, SC
held a dedication ceremony for their state
historical marker. The marker, funded by
the SCAAHC, highlights the long-standing
legacy of the funeral home to the
community and the Palmer family who
supported numerous mid020th century
social causes, including civil rights and
voter education. Learn more about the
history of the funeral home at this link.

Grants

Richland County Conservation Commission Historic Preservation
Grants: This grant, administered by the Richland County Conservation
Committee provide historic preservation grants to assist landowners to
preserve, restore, or rehabilitate historically significant buildings or sites in
Richland County and to develop education and research programs that
promote historic preservation in Richland County. The application portal
opens on December 1, 2025 and will close on February 1, 2026. For
more info on eligibility requirements, click this link.

https://www.palmettocemetery.org/
https://www.wistv.com/2025/12/04/south-carolina-civil-rights-museum-wins-2025-david-w-robinson-catalyst-award/
https://www.palmermemorialchapel.com/who-we-are/history-and-staff
https://www.richlandcountysc.gov/Property-Business/Comprehensive-Planning/Conservation/Conservation-Grants/Historic-Preservation-Grants#section-1


Charleston County Settlement Communities Project: The Gullah
Geechee Heritage Corridor is accepting rolling applications for the Charleston
County Settlement Communities Project. This one-time funding opportunity
available to organizations that identify as Settlement Communities and aims
to provide organizations with support to expand their mission-driven services
impacted by the COVID pandemic. The deadline for applications is
December 15, 2025. For more information, click this link.

Dept. of Archives & History News

The SC Department of Archives & History SHPO are no accepting proposals for the 2026
Historic Preservation Conference. Session can cover a variety of topics and vary in
difficulty from "Historic Preservation 101" to discussion of emerging issues. The deadline
for submissions is December 16, 2025. For more information on how to submit a
proposal see the flyer below or visit this link.

The State Historic Preservation Office has an email newsletter "News and
Notes" that is sent out monthly with information about SHPO programs and
events. The newsletter also highlights the programs and events of state and
national preservation groups. To subscribe click this link.

Upcoming Events & Conferences

https://gullahgeecheecorridor.org/charleston-county/
https://scdah.sc.gov/historic-preservation/resources/statewide-historic-preservation-conference
https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/sl/mAhFLK6?source_id=496a60c3-3a55-400b-8c63-2c847c24e711&source_type=em&c=JG0N08w-Xen0_0bL_GdoJ1ca-Si2l0aOdLlpgD9jp3Urxbp_Y5nPZw==&source_id=fa106f19-0d97-4b7c-bf01-f92b61f719bb&source_type=em&c=


Saturday February 21, 2026: If you are a lover of food, the South, and
history, you will not want to miss this opportunity to explore the culinary
history of our culture while supporting the SCAHF mission to preserve and
promote the documentary and cultural heritage of the Palmetto State. South
Carolina Foodways: the Culture, the History, the Taste will be a day of
enlightening information, entertaining anecdotes, and delicious food. For
more info and registration, click here.

Saturday February 28, 2026: Join the Commission for the 3rd annual
conference. More information on the schedule and registration coming soon.
Keep up to date on the Commission's website: scaahc.org

March 5-7, 2026: The SC Interpreters Mini-Conference welcomes
interpreters from across the state to come together to learn through
interactive sessions, Certified Interpreter led excursions, and networking
events. The Call for Proposals can be found at this link or on the flyer below.

March 19-21, 2026: Join the Confederation of SC Local Historical Societies
for their annual Landmark Conference occurring in York, SC. To stay up to
date on conference information, visit this link.

April 24, 2026: The SC Historic Preservation Conference will take place at
the SC Archives & History Center in Columbia. Proposals for educational
sessions will be accepted until December 16, 2025. Registration information
will be available in late February 2026. To receive direct emails about the
conference, please send a request to Donna Foster at dfoster@scdah.sc.gov.
To learn more about the call for proposals, visit this link.

June 9-11, 2026: The College of Charleston's Avery Research Center for
African American History and Culture is hosting a three-day symposium
focused on black education and the preservation of Black History through
archives, and community engagement. The deadline for call for proposals is
December 20, 2025 and can be found at this link or below.

October 1-3, 2026: The Slave Dwelling Project is holding a conference in
North Charleston titled "250 Years and Counting: Reckoning, Resilience, and
Remembrance." Currently, they are accepting proposals for themes
surrounding the Revolutionary Era. For more information, visit this link.

Ongoing Events

The Bart Garrison Agricultural Museum of South Carolina in Pendleton has
unveiled a new exhibit titled Cultivating Legacies: The Story of Black
Americans in South Carolina's Agriculture. This exhibit highlights the
resilience, innovation, and significant contributions to the state's agricultural
development by Black farmers. For more information, visit this link.

The Center for Civil Rights and History's exhibit "Where Do We Go From
Here?" explores Dr. Martin Luther King's questions about the future and
illustrates how the passage of major civil rights legislation affected education,
housing, health care , employment, and more. This exhibit, housed at the
Ernest F. Hollings Special Collections Library at the Thomas Cooper Library
can be viewed during the Library's normal hours of operation. Click here for
more info.

Free Admission to the Columbia Museum of Art where visitors can see the
"Our Story Matters" Gallery that discusses Columbia's vibrant Washington
Street Black Business District.

Historic Columbia's latest exhibit Heat & Hardship: The Hidden Labor
of Enslaved Cooks is on display at the Robert Mills House & Gardens. This
innovative exhibit reimagines the site's warming kitchen, offering visitors a
deeper understanding of the lives of enslaved cooks in the 1820s. For more
information on the exhibit and to purchase tour tickets visit this website.

 

https://scarchivesandhistoryfoundation.org/category/news-events/
https://www.scaahc.org/
https://form.jotform.com/252014610994151
http://www.csclhs.org/
http://www.csclhs.org/
https://scdah.sc.gov/historic-preservation/resources/statewide-historic-preservation-conference
https://avery.charleston.edu/cfp_avery_mellon/
https://slavedwellingproject.org/sdp-conference-2026/
https://slavedwellingproject.org/sdp-conference-2026/
https://schumanities.org/cultivating-legacies-the-story-of-black-americans-in-south-carolinas-agriculture/
https://civilrights.sc.edu/
https://sc.edu/about/offices_and_divisions/university_libraries/about/locations/hollings/index.php
https://www.columbiamuseum.org/view/our-story-matters-gallery
https://www.historiccolumbia.org/tours/house-tours/robert-mills-house-and-gardens
https://www.historiccolumbia.org/tours/house-tours/robert-mills-house-and-gardens




Interactive Map of All Approved South Carolina Historical

Markers

Help us grow our subscribers and
reach even more people by forwarding
this newsletter to anyone who may be

interested!

Subscribe to the
Newsletter

For any assistance, support, or general questions
please contact us. Contact Us

https://www.google.com/maps/d/viewer?mid=183GWEBsTK2WvT9yXRwGgh8Nv1TXzbwQe&ll=33.931906625071925%2C-81.04654300130207&z=8
https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/sl/X77V1wQ/SCAAHCsignup?source_id=fa106f19-0d97-4b7c-bf01-f92b61f719bb&source_type=em&c=
mailto:agoines@scdah.sc.gov
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