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PRESS RELEASE

For Immediate Release ςAug. 3, 2020
Contact ςJannie Harriot, info@WeGOJA.org, 843-332-3589

SCAAHF is now the WeGOJA Foundation

Columbia, S.C. -- To raise broader public awareness and build a more sustainable organization, the South Carolina 
African American Heritage Foundation has re-branded itself as the WeGOJA Foundation. Under the new brand, 
the non-profit will collaborate with civic, government and business leaders to strengthen its advocacy for historic 
preservation and to raise money to support the efforts of the South Carolina African American Heritage 
Commission.

άtŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊƭȅ ƛƴ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ŎƭƛƳŀǘŜΣ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ƻōƭƛƎŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ŜƴǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ !ŦǊƛŎŀƴ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ ǾƻƛŎŜ ŀƴŘ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ 
{ƻǳǘƘ /ŀǊƻƭƛƴŀ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ƻǾŜǊƭƻƻƪŜŘ ƻǊ ƳƛƴƛƳŀƭƭȅ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ƛƴ ŎƻƴǾŜǊǎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΣέ ǎŀƛŘ WŀƴƴƛŜ IŀǊǊƛƻǘΣ 
²ŜDhW! CƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴ 9ȄŜŎǳǘƛǾŜ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊΦ ά²ƘŜǘƘŜǊ ǿŜΩǊŜ ǘŀƭƪƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅΣ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴΣ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ƻǊ 
tourism, we can make sure African American perspectives have a seat at the table. We can broaden awareness by 
ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦȅƛƴƎΣ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘƛƴƎΣ ǇǊŜǎŜǊǾƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǎƘŀǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀŎŜǎ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ !ŦǊƛŎŀƴ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜΦέ

The organization shares its story and solicits memberships on its new website at www.WeGOJA.org. They will 
launch a grassroots fundraising campaign in the fall. The name (pronounced we-GO-juh) itself is a 
tribute to history. It is an acronym of words from three languages spoken by people of African descent who were 
brought to the Americas as a result of the Trans-Atlantic slave trade.

ƛǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ DǳƭƭŀƘ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜ ŀƴŘ ƳŜŀƴǎ άhǳǊέΦ IƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭƭȅΣ DǳƭƭŀƘ DŜŜŎƘŜŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀǊŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǎƻǳǘƘŜǊƴ 

coastal North Carolina, coastal South Carolina and Georgia, north coastal Florida and St. Augustine, and extending 
inland about thirty miles. West Africans who were enslaved in this geographical area were literate in many Old 
World languages. They were denied the opportunity to learn English formally. To communicate, a language 
evolved that combined West African languages with English. This language became known as Gullah. 

(pronounced THEM suhōƻǇύ ƛǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ²ƻƭƻŦ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜ ŀƴŘ ƳŜŀƴǎ ά.ŜƭƛŜǾŜ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭŦέΦ ²ƻƭƻŦ  

is spoken widely in Senegal and The Gambia. Countless Africans from these countries, including the Wolof, were 
enslaved and brought to South Carolina. Wolof also heavily influenced the shaping of the Gullah language. 

(pronounced o-joe e-WAHM-ǘƻύ ƛǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ¸ƻǊǳōŀ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜ ŀƴŘ ƳŜŀƴǎ άCǳǘǳǊŜέΦ ¸ƻǊǳōŀ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ 

primarily inhabit southwestern Nigeria, and similarly to the Wolofs, countless Yoruba bondsmen and 
bondswomen were brought to South Carolina. Yoruba heavily influenced the shaping of the Gullah language.

(pronounced jomeύ ƛǎ ²ƻƭƻŦ ŦƻǊ άtǳǊǇƻǎŜέΣ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ŀƭǎƻ ƳŜŀƴǎ ά/ƻǳǊŀƎŜΦέ

(pronounced AH-suhύ ƛǎ ¸ƻǊǳōŀ ŀƴŘ ƳŜŀƴǎ ά/ǳƭǘǳǊŜΦέ

(More)

mailto:info@WeGOJA.org
http://www.wegoja.org/


As the SCAAHF, the Foundation supported a variety of Commission projects, including:

¶ ¢ƘŜ ƻǊŀƭ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ά.ƭŀŎƪ /ŀǊƻƭƛƴƛŀƴǎ {ǇŜŀƪΥ tƻǊǘǊŀƛǘǎ ƻŦ ŀ tŀƴŘŜƳƛŎέ
¶ The installation of hundreds of official state historical markers
¶ Inclusion of historic sites on the National Register of Historic Places
¶ ¢ƘŜ ά!ŦǊƛŎŀƴ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ IƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ tƭŀŎŜǎ ƛƴ {ƻǳǘƘ /ŀǊƻƭƛƴŀέ ƎǳƛŘŜ ŀƴŘ ƛǘǎ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ ŀŘŘŜƴŘǳƳǎ
¶ Curriculum-ōŀǎŜŘ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊΩǎ ƎǳƛŘŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƛƴŎƻǊǇƻǊŀǘŜ !ŦǊƛŎŀƴ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ ƘŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ ƛƴǘƻ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ƛƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴ
¶ ¢ƘŜ DǊŜŜƴ .ƻƻƪ ƻŦ {ƻǳǘƘ /ŀǊƻƭƛƴŀΣ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƻƴƭƛƴŜ ǘǊŀǾŜƭ ƎǳƛŘŜ ǘƻ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ олл !ŦǊƛŎŀƴ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ 

historic sites at www.GreenBookofSC.com
¶ ά¢ƘŜ .ǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ƻŦ wǳǊŀƭ IŜǊƛǘŀƎŜΣ /ǳƭǘǳǊŜ ϧ !ǊǘΥ !ƴ LƴǘǊƻŘǳŎǘƻǊȅ wŜǎƻǳǊŎŜ DǳƛŘŜ ŦƻǊ 9ƴǘǊŜǇǊŜƴŜǳǊǎέ
¶ άIƻǿ 5ƛŘ ǿŜ DŜǘ ǘƻ bƻǿΚέ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ !ŦǊƛŎŀƴ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎ ƛƴ {ƻǳǘƘ /ŀǊƻƭƛƴŀ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ 

Jim Crow era

These services will continue as funding is available.

More information, including downloadable brand logos for media, isavailable on the website at 
www.WeGOJA.org. For more information, contact Jannie Harriot at 843-332-3589 or info@WeGOJA.org.

Thank you to Contributors
*The WeGOJA Foundation is eternally grateful to Dr. Dior Konatefor lending her expertise in the research of West African languages. 
Konateis Associate Professor and Coordinator of History at South Carolina State University in Orangeburg, S.C. Also contributing tothe 
development of the new name were Dr. Larry Watson, professor of history at SC State; Alada Shinault-Small, historian and tour guide in 
Charleston; and Strauss Moore Shiple, retired tourism marketing professional in York County.

South Carolina African American Heritage Commission
The mission of the South Carolina African American Heritage Commission (SCAAHC) is to identify and promote the preservation of 
historic sites, structures, buildings, and culture of the African American experience in South Carolina, and to assist and enhance the 
efforts of the South Carolina Department of Archives and History. The 15-member commission includes representatives from all regions 
of the state. It was established as a council in 1993 by joint legislative resolution and became a commission in 2001 by executive order of 
Governor Jim Hodges. 

http://www.wegoja.org/
mailto:info@WeGOJA.org
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Cover photos

African American Education through the Years, from Reconstruction - COVID-19:                                                   

People, Places, Events & Symbols 

Front Cover- Left - Statue of Professor Richard T. Greener ŀǘ ¦{/Σ /ƻƭǳƳōƛŀΦ ¢ƘŜ ōŀǎŜ ǊŜŀŘǎΥ άwƛŎƘŀǊŘ ¢ƘŜƻŘƻǊŜ DǊŜŜƴŜǊ 

(1844-1922), Professor of philosophy, scholar, librarian and law graduate of the Reconstruction-era University of South 

Carolina. Born in  Philadelphia and raised in Boston, Greener attended preparatory school at Oberlin College and Phillips 

Academy, Andover. He was the first African American to graduate from Harvard College and the first African American 

faculty member at the University of South Carolina from 1873-1877. He later served as the Dean of the Howard 

University Law School, as the Secretary of the Grant Monument  Association and as a US consular officer to Vladivostok, 

wǳǎǎƛŀΦέ Photo by A.M. Shinault-Small

Right- Teacher & students, Schomburg Center for Research in Black Culture, Photographs and Prints Division, The New 

York  Public Library. "Portrait of Sea Island School teacher Miss Harriet W. Murray, with students Elsie and Puss", 1866, 

New York   Public Library Digital Collections, https://digitalcollections.nypl.org/items/4d898c30-d6cd-0130-4047-

58d385a7bbd0.

Center- An outdoor classroom at Penn School, est. 1863, now Penn Center. Schomburg Center for Research in Black 

Culture, Jean Blackwell Hutson Research and Reference Division, The New York Public Library. "Mark  Hopkins University; 

Penn School, St. Helena Island, S.C.", 1917. New York Public Library Digital Collections, 

https://digitalcollections.nypl.org/items/510d47df-1e8e-a3d9-e040-e00a18064a99. 

Inside Front Cover- Clockwise- Reverse of the state historic marker at Historic Liberty Hill AME Church, Summerton. 

Photo by A.M. Shinault-Small; Allen University Senior pin, Class of 1958, Columbia. Photo by A.M. Shinault-Small;                       

St. George Rosenwald School (1925-1954) was a six-teacher school and a venue for community gatherings. After the 

school closed, the building served as a community center & also as a site for CORE (Congress of Racial Equality) meetings 

in the 1960s, http://schpr.sc.gov/index.php/Detail/properties/47713; Many former students can remember their school 

days before electric bells when  teachers rang a handbell like this one to signal the start of the day, class changes, lunch & 

the end of the day, https://www.etsy.com/listing/816572869/vintage-brass-school-bell-with-wooden ga; Avery Institute 

Class of 1933Σ /ƘŀǊƭŜǎǘƻƴΦ ¢ƻ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǳǇΩǎ ƭŜŦǘ -/ƭŀǎǎ ƻŦ Ωоо Senior ring, front, to its right -/ƭŀǎǎ ƻŦ Ωоо Senior ring, side. 

Photo by A.M. Shinault-Small.

https://digitalcollections.nypl.org/items/4d898c30-d6cd-0130-4047-58d385a7bbd0
https://digitalcollections.nypl.org/items/510d47df-1e8e-a3d9-e040-e00a18064a99
http://schpr.sc.gov/index.php/Detail/properties/47713
https://www.etsy.com/listing/816572869/vintage-brass-school-bell-with-wooden?ga_order=most_relevant&ga_search_type=all&ga_view_type=gallery&ga_search_query=antique+school+bell&ref=sr_gallery-1-18&frs=1


Cover photos

African American Education through the Years, from Reconstruction - COVID-19:                                                   

People, Places, Events & Symbols continued

Inside Back Cover- Clockwise- One of 3 photos printed on the front pg. of The State newspaper, Columbia, Wed., 

March 4, 1970. This photo shows the 2 school buses that white residents overturned in Lamar on the previous day 

reacting to the desegregation of Lamar High. African American students were riding on the buses during the attack.

tƻǎǘŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ƻŦ {/ /ŜƴǘŜǊ ŦƻǊ /ƛǾƛƭ wƛƎƘǘǎ IƛǎǘƻǊȅ ϧ wŜǎŜŀǊŎƘΩǎ CŀŎŜōƻƻƪ ǇŀƎŜΣ aŀǊŎƘ оΣ нлнл, 

https://www.facebook.com/uofsccrc; Mayo High School, Darlington, yearbook photo of math teacher Jannie Harriot, 

1969-1970 school year. Photo provided by Jannie Harriot;  Many Typing, Journalism & Secretarial Science students may 

have used a Smith-Corona typewriter like this c. 1977 model before computers became the norm,

https://typewriterdatabase.com/1977-smith-corona-sterling.5862.typewriter. The Education Improvement Act (EIA) of 

1984  mandated that by the 1989-1990 school year, all SC public schools were to teach African American history as a 

part of their Social Studies curricula; that adopted textbooks must include African American heritage & that the Dept. of  

Education would assist school districts with this implementation, https://www.scstatehouse.gov/code/t59c029.php; 

Button - Student Non-Violent Coordinating Committee (SNCC), Schomburg Center for Researchin Black Culture, Art and 

Artifacts  Division, The New York Public Library. "One man, one vote", 1960-80. New York Public Library Digital 

Collections, https://digitalcollections.nypl.org/items/a8340e90-6be1-0135-82bc-6dcaf39f84e7; Background - Books & 

apples are longstanding icons representing education, https://pixabay.com/photos/school-books-apples-blackboard-

2276269/.

Back Cover- Clockwise- Social Studies and Arts educators from around SC attended a week-long Teacher Institute in                

Hartsville in 2018, sponsored by the South Carolina African American Heritage Commission (SCAAHC) to learn strategies 

to integrate state Visual & Performing Arts standards with Social Studies standards. The historical focus was Briggs v. 

Elliott & the desegregation of SC public schools. Participants attended a debriefing post-institute and are seen here in a 

session led by Steve Tuttle, center, in the Reading Room at the SC Dept. of Archives & History, Columbia. Photo by A.M. 

Shinault-Small; The South Carolina African American Heritage Foundation (now WeGOJA Foundation) has placed artists-

in-residence at various SC public schools since 2015 to teach history via artistic presentations. Here, Beaufort teaching 

artist ά!ǳƴǘ tŜŀǊƭƛŜ {ǳŜέ engages the school body at ElloreeElementary School, Elloree, in 2019. Photo by Jannie 

Harriot. As a result of COVID-19, schools & colleges throughout the nation were shut down in the spring of 2020 as the 

2019-2020 academic year was winding down. Proms, sporting events, field trips, & other traditional gatherings were 

cancelled. Some schools sponsored drive-by graduations, some held virtual ones, others hosted in-person celebrations & 

many had none. Signs like this one honoring a Charleston County School of the Arts, N. Charleston, graduate sprung up 

ǎǘŀǘŜǿƛŘŜ ƻƴ ƭŀǿƴǎ ϧ ƴŜŀǊ ŘƻƻǊǿŀȅǎΦ bƻǘŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ȊŜǊƻǎ ŀǊŜ ǘƻƛƭŜǘ ǘƛǎǎǳŜǎ Ǌƻƭƭǎ όŀ ǎȅƳōƻƭ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ŜƳŜǊƎŜŘ ǘƻ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ 

the 2020 pandemic). Photo by A.M. Shinault-Small; Due to ongoing COVID-19 concerns, the 2020-2021 public school 

yearbegan with thousands of students throughout SC receiving at-home virtual instruction like 7th grader Earvin Keel, 

pictured at his desk using his laptop. Photo by Antionette ClyburnΤ IŜǊŜΩǎ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜ ƻŦ ŀƴ ŀǘ-home learning area, 

created by the parents of this Richland County K-5 student. Photo by SeandraHarriot-MoldenΦ aŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ нмǎǘ 

century educators and students alike use laptops, cell phones & other personal devices ŀƭƻƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ άƻƭŘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭέ ǇŀǇŜǊ   

& writing instruments in their educational settings. Image by William Iven from Pixabay,

https://pixabay.com/photos/office-notes-notepad-entrepreneur-620817/; Mugs like this were distributed at the Jan. 

2007 SCAAHCAnnual Meeting. See https://scdah.sc.gov/news/2019-04/south-carolina-african-american-heritage-

commission-scaahcfor more info on the Commission. Photo by A.M. Shinault-Small.

https://www.facebook.com/uofsccrc
https://typewriterdatabase.com/1977-smith-corona-sterling.5862.typewriter
https://www.scstatehouse.gov/code/t59c029.php
https://digitalcollections.nypl.org/items/a8340e90-6be1-0135-82bc-6dcaf39f84e7
https://pixabay.com/photos/school-books-apples-blackboard-2276269/
https://pixabay.com/?utm_source=link-attribution&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=image&utm_content=620817
https://pixabay.com/photos/office-notes-notepad-entrepreneur-620817/
https://scdah.sc.gov/news/2019-04/south-carolina-african-american-heritage-commission-scaahc
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The WeGOJA Foundation, formerly the South Carolina African American Heritage Foundation, is pleased to 
present the revised edition of ! ¢ŜŀŎƘŜǊΩǎ DǳƛŘŜ ǘƻ !ŦǊƛŎŀƴ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ tƭŀŎŜǎ ƛƴ {ƻǳǘƘ /ŀǊƻƭƛƴŀ.  Originally 
published in 2008 and revised in 2012 and 2015, the lessons in this edition areupdated to the 2020 South 
Carolina College- and Career-Ready Standards for Social Studies.  All of the lessons from the previous editions  
are included in this edition, plus six new lessons that center around The Green Book.

The WeGOJA Foundation supports the efforts of the South Carolina African American Heritage Commission 
(SCAAHC).  The Commission was created by the South Carolina General Assembly in 1993 as the South Carolina 
African American Heritage Council; then as a Commission by Executive Order in 2001.

¢ƘŜ {/!!I/Ωǎ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ƛǎ ǘƻ άLŘŜƴǘƛŦȅ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻƳƻǘŜ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ ǎƛǘŜǎΣ ǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜǎΣ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎǎΣ ŀƴŘ 
ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ !ŦǊƛŎŀƴ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ {ƻǳǘƘ /ŀǊƻƭƛƴŀΦέ  ! ¢ŜŀŎƘŜǊΩǎ DǳƛŘŜ serves as an outreach 
instrument for public schools throughout the Palmetto State to assist educators with incorporating the 
information herein into their classroom instruction.

This 2020 edition of ! ¢ŜŀŎƘŜǊΩǎ DǳƛŘŜ ǘƻ !ŦǊƛŎŀƴ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ IƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ tƭŀŎŜǎin South Carolinais funded in part by 
the South Carolina Department of Archives and History and is the product of a team of dedicated teachers 
representing grade levels K-12.  They are Dr. LaNoraFoster, Wallace Foxworth, Steven Getz, Whitney Nicole 
Jones, Lee Ann Morris, AndraeWalker, and Dontavius Williams.                                                                                              

The project was made possible by the efforts of Jannie Harriot (Executive Director of the WeGOJA Foundation), 
Dr. Larry Watson (Professor of History, South Carolina State University and University of South Carolina;  
Chairman of the WeGOJA Foundation), Alada Shinault-Small (former SCAAHC member), Dr. Ramon Jackson 
(African American Heritage Coordinator, SCAAHC) and Chanda Robinson and Frank Gause(Curriculum 
Coordinators).

The listing of African American sitesin the National Register was originallycompiled by students from South

Carolina State University who internedwith the Department of Archives andHistory in the 1990s as a part of a                           

SCAAHC initiative to introduceAfrican American undergrads to historic preservation. 

aƻǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ DǳƛŘŜΩǎ ǎǳƳƳŀǊȅ ŘŜǎŎǊƛǇǘƛƻƴǎ ŎŀƳŜfrom the National Register and StatewideSurvey                   

of Historic Properties files at thestate Archives and History Center. Thefollowing publications also providedvaluable 

information: 

Drayton,David. Gullah Roots: A Tourof African American Georgetown. n.d.

Foner, Eric. CǊŜŜŘƻƳΩǎ [ŀǿƳŀƪŜǊǎΥ !Directory of Black OfficeholdersDuring Reconstruction. New York:Oxford     

University Press, 1993.

Huff, Archie Vernon Jr. Greenville: TheHistory of the City and County in theSouth Carolina Piedmont. Columbia:

University of South Carolina Press, 1995.

ψψψψψψψψψψΦ ά! IƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ {ƻǳǘƘ/ŀǊƻƭƛƴŀ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ aŜǘƘƻŘƛǎƳέΦUnited Methodist Ministers inSouth Carolina: 

Bicentennial Edition, 1985. Columbia, S.C.: S.C.Conference of the United MethodistChurch, 1984.

Poston, Jonathan H. The Buildings of/ƘŀǊƭŜǎǘƻƴΥ ! DǳƛŘŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅΩǎArchitecture. Columbia: University of

South Carolina Press, 1997.

Powers, Bernard E. Jr. BlackCharlestonians: A Social History,1822-1885. Fayetteville: University ofArkansas Press, 1994.

Preservation Society of Charleston. TheChurches of Charleston and theLowcountry. Columbia: University of

South Carolina Press, 1994.

Rogers, George C. Jr. The History ofGeorgetown County, South Carolina. University of South Carolina Press, 1970. 

Seventh Episcopal District of the AfricanMethodist Episcopal Church. AfricanMethodism in South Carolina: A

Bicentennial Focus. Tappan, N.Y.:Custombook, Inc., c. 1987.

Wells, John E., and Dalton, Robert E.The South Carolina Architects,1885- 1935: A BiographicalDirectory.                             

Richmond, Va.: New SouthArchitectural Press, 1992.
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²Ŝ ŀƭǎƻ ŀŎƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ {ƻǳǘƘ /ŀǊƻƭƛƴŀΩǎ 
administrators, educators and support staff for 
their dedication and commitment to their 
students and parents.

!ƴŘ ǿŜ ŀŎƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ {ƻǳǘƘ /ŀǊƻƭƛƴŀΩǎ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ 
for adjusting and striving.

Left ςA Charleston County School District 3rd grader 
finishes his school week, Oct. 9, 2020.  
Photo by Chin Allen

Special thanks go to the followingfor images used in this publication:

Å The StateHistoric Preservation Office files at theSouth Carolina Department of Archivesand History Center

Å Chicora Foundation for theMitchelvillephoto

Å Constance Schulz, History ofSouth Carolina Slide Collection, for photos of Dr. York Bailey& floodingof a rice field                     

at high tide

Å AveryResearch Center at the College of Charleston for the Jenkins Orphanage Band,Mr. Dizzy Gillespie, female                                 

workers at HobcawBarony pounding rice, and Ms. Mary McLeod Bethune photos

Å The South Carolina State Museum forthe photo of Liberty Hill A.M.EChurch

Å The Original Sweetgrass MarketplaceCoalition for the photo of basketmaking

Å Mr. Cecil Williams, Freedom and Justice, for the photo of Mr. Glover protesting at the Kress Building in Columbia

Å And to the various other photo contributors as noted

--- Jannie Harriot                                                                                

Executive Director                                                                                                           

WeGOJA Foundation

The South CarolinaAfrican American Heritage Foundation received a Bridge Grant from the South Carolina                         
Humanities www.schumanities.org. Funding for the Bridge Grant has been provided by the National Endowment for the 
Humanities (NEH) as part of the Coronavirus Aid, Relief and Economic Security (CARES) Act economic stabilization plan.

This project is funded in part by the South Carolina Arts Commission which receivessupport from the National 
Endowment for the Arts.

The activity that is the subject of this teacher's guide has been financed in part with Federal funds from the National 
Park Service, Department of Interior and administered by the South Carolina Department of Archives and 
History. However the contents and opinions do not necessarily reflect the views or policies of the Department of 
Interior, nor does the mention of trade names or commercialproductsconstituteendorsement or recommendation by 
the Department of Interior or the South Carolina Department of Archives and History.

http://www.schumanities.org/
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African Americans have made a tremendous contribution to the growth and development of South Carolina 

throughout its 300-year history.  Between 1492 and 1820, roughly ten to fifteen million enslaved Africans were 

brought to our shores as part of the Transatlantic Slave Trade. South Carolina, one of the thirteen original British 

North American colonies, was a common destination for Africans traded as part of this broad exchange of goods 

between European nations and colonies in the New World.  As a result, our state possesses a rich African American 

heritage.

Beginning in the 1670s, Charleston became one of the most important ports for the importation of African slaves.  

!ŦǘŜǊ ǎǳǊǾƛǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǊǊƛŦƛŎ άaƛŘŘƭŜ tŀǎǎŀƎŜΣέ ǊƻǳƎƘƭȅ ƘŀƭŦ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜƴǎƭŀǾŜŘ !ŦǊƛŎŀƴǎ ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ .ǊƛǘƛǎƘ ŎƻƭƻƴƛŜǎ 

before the American Revolution passed through South Carolina.  Upon arrival, they were briefly quarantined on 

{ǳƭƭƛǾŀƴΩǎ LǎƭŀƴŘτǎƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎ ǊŜŦŜǊǊŜŘ ǘƻ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ά9ƭƭƛǎ LǎƭŀƴŘέ ƻŦ !ŦǊƛŎŀƴ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴǎτprior to being sold in Charleston 

slave markets.  Enslaved Africans served as the primary workforce for English settlements in the Carolinas and, by 

1708, they comprised a majority of the non-Native population in the colony.  By 1720, the Black population of South 

Carolina was twice that of the white population.  The swelling Black population and heightened fears of slave 

insurrection inspired South Carolina legislators to pass a comprehensive slave law and gradually restrict the foreign 

slave trade.  Congress outlawed the foreign trade on January 1, 1808, but internal trade between states continued.  

Although enslaved Africans continued to be imported illegally, the ancestors of many Black South Carolinians arrived 

here before this date.  South Carolina had a clear Black majority between 1820 and the Depression era.  It is believed 

ǘƘŀǘ ƘŀƭŦ ƻŦ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ !ŦǊƛŎŀƴ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ Ƙŀǎ ǘƛŜǎ ǘƻ {ƻǳǘƘ /ŀǊƻƭƛƴŀΦ  

A wealth of historic buildings, structures, and sites highlight broad themes within the Black experience such as 

slavery, emancipation, Reconstruction, segregation, and the long struggle for equal rights.  Slave dwellings, 

archeological sites, and rice fields remind us of the legacy of slavery.  Buildings in Charleston, Camden, and Columbia 

attest to the contributions of free Blacks during the antebellum period.  The Civil War and Black Reconstruction are 

remembered in places as diverse as campgrounds that once served as worship and training grounds for African 

American soldiers fighting for the Union and the homes of Black Reconstruction-era legislators.  Buildings that housed 

African American schools, churches, businesses, and social and fraternal organizations represent a proud tradition of 

Black entrepreneurship and institution building despite Jim Crow segregation.  The long struggle for civil and human 

rights is commemorated at the homes of prominent organizers, meeting places, and protest sites.  

These historic spaces remind us of the courage, endurance, resistance, and achievements of Black South Carolinians. 

Through their documentation and preservation, all South Carolinians can begin to more fully understand and 

appreciate the contributions of African Americans to the history of our state. 

This publication provides information on properties associated with African American history and culture in South 

Carolina that are listed in the National Register of Historic Places, recognized as National Historic Landmarks, or 

commemorated with South Carolina Historical Markers.  More information on these and other properties is available 

in the South Carolina Historic Properties Record (www.schpr.sc.gov) and The Green Book of South Carolinaonline 

mobile guide (www.greenbookofsc.com).                                    

The publication has been presented at teacher conferences, national and state historic preservation conference, and 

various community meetings.  We learned that while the site information in the AAHP was a valuable resource, 

teachers needed more prepared materials to integrate those sites into the curriculum.  In 2008, ! ¢ŜŀŎƘŜǊΩǎ DǳƛŘŜ ǘƻ 

African American Historic Places in South Carolina was created and revised in 2015 as a standards-based resource for 

classroom instruction that encourages the integration of African American history and culture into the social studies. 

http://www.schpr.sc.gov/
http://www.greenbookofsc.com/
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The WeGOJA Foundation proudly presents this revised 2020 edition, a worthy addition to its collection of publications 

ǘƘŀǘ ŀǎǎƛǎǘ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƻǊǎ ǿƛǘƘ ƛƴŎƻǊǇƻǊŀǘƛƴƎ {ƻǳǘƘ /ŀǊƻƭƛƴŀΩǎ ǊƛŎƘ !ŦǊƛŎŀƴ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ ƘŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƭŀǎǎǊƻƻƳ ƛƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴΦ  

New and existing lesson plans have been revised to correlate with the 2020 South Carolina Social Studies College-and 

Career-Ready Standards, which are intended to encourage critical thinking and deeper historical understanding.  This 

ŀǘǘǊŀŎǘƛǾŜΣ ŜȄŎƛǘƛƴƎΣ ŀƴŘ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƎǳƛŘŜ ŀƭǎƻ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜǎ ŀ ǇƛŎǘƻǊƛŀƭ ǎŜǊƛŜǎ ǘƛǘƭŜŘΣ ά!ŦǊƛŎŀƴ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ 

Years from Reconstruction to COVID-мфΥ tŜƻǇƭŜΣ tƭŀŎŜǎΣ 9ǾŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ {ȅƳōƻƭǎΣέ ƻƴ ƛǘǎ ŦƻǳǊ ŎƻǾŜǊǎΦ  

Linking our ongoing work in historic preservation to curriculum development, this edition also includes a special section 

featuring six new lesson plans highlighting extant buildings that once housed businesses listed in the Negro Motorist 

Green Book, a travel guide that provided African American travelers with information about businesses that 

accommodated Black customers to help them avoid the embarrassments, difficulties, and dangers caused by southern 

Jim Crow laws and de facto segregation in other sections of the country.  First published in 1936 by New York postal 

worker and entrepreneur Victor Hugo Green and his small, dedicated staff, the Green Bookinitially listed businesses in 

the New York metropolitan area before adopting a national focus three years later.                   

In this revised edition we continue to emphasize historic places as opportunities for transformative education.  Use of 

local historic sites in the curriculum makes the history we teach our children relevant and meaningful and encourages 

them to think critically about the past within a context they understand because it is centered in their neighborhoods 

and communities.  These sites also provide an opportunity for students to become engaged in their communities by 

analyzing how the built environment served the community in the past and how it changes and continues to be utilized 

as time passes.  It is our sincere belief that its widespread use will prepare students to become more engaged and 

informed citizens equipped with historical knowledge and cultural sensitivity to function in our multicultural society.  

--- Ramon Jackson, Ph.D.                                                                                                        

African American Heritage Coordinator                                                                                        

South Carolina African American Heritage Commission
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List of HistoricSites
The historic sites listed in this book  
are those that have a significant  
association with African American  
history and are recognized by at least  
one of the following programs: the  
South Carolina Historical Marker  
Program, the National Register of  
Historic Places, and the National  
Historic Landmark Program. The sites  
are categorized alphabetically, first  
by the county within which they are  
located, second by the ǎƛǘŜΩǎ location  
within a city, town or community  
vicinity, and lastly by the name of the  
site.

Historic Preservation  
Program Introductions  
South Carolina Historical  
Marker Program(HM)

South Carolina Historical Markers  
recognize and interpret places  
important to an understanding of  
South /ŀǊƻƭƛƴŀΩǎ past. The cast-
aluminum markers tell the  stories of 
buildings and structures that are still 
standing, or they commemorate the 
sites of important historic events or 
buildings or structures that have been 
lost. Places of local, state, or national 
historical importance are eligible for 
markers.  The markers are erected as 
close to the historic places as 
possible, either on state highways or 
on other public streets or roads.

The South Carolina Department of  
Archives and History must approve  
the text for all South Carolina  
Historical Markers. Because no state  
funding is available for theerection  
of markers, they must be sponsored  
and paid for by historical, patriotic,  
civic, or other organizationssuch
as church congregations or schools  
and colleges. 

Presently, South Carolina has 
over400 historical markers that 
are associated with African 
American historyand culture, up 
from 36 in the early 1990s. The 
complete  texts of these markers 
are printed in this Guideas they 
appear on the actual markers 
άFrontέandάBackέ are used to 
denote two-sided marker text. 

More information about state  
historical markers is available at, 
https://scdah.sc.gov/historic-
preservation/programs/historical
-markers call803-896-6182.

The National Register of  
Historic Places(NR)
The National Register of Historic  
Places is the ƴŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ honor roll  
of historic propertiesand 
maintained by the National Park  
Service. The NationalRegister
recognizes places that are important  
to our local, state, and national  
heritage and are worthy of  
preservation. Buildings, structures,  
sites, objects, and districts significant  
to American history, architecture,  
archaeology, engineering, and culture  
can be listed in the National Register.  
It helps federal, state, and local  
governments identify those places  
that should be considered in planning  
and those whose preservation should  
be encouraged. The State Historic  
Preservation Office (SHPO) at the 
South  Carolina Department of
Archivesand History administers the 
National  Register program in South 
Carolina.  More information about the 
National  Register is available at 
https://scdah.sc.gov/historic-
preservation/programs/national-register       
or call803-896-6179 or 803-896-6182.

This publication includes summary  
information about more than 190  
National Register propertiesin
South Carolina that are significantly  
associated with African American  
history. More extensive information  
aboutthese properties is available in 
the National Register files at the 
South Carolina Archives and History 
Center. Theseareavailable online as 
well. See:
http://nationalregister.sc.gov

Where available,a link to the 
digitized nomination is listed at the 
end of the ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘȅΩǎ summary. 

National Historical Landmark  
Program(NHL)
National Historic Landmarks are  
buildings, structures, sites,objects,  
and districts that have been  
determined by the National Park  
Service to be nationally significant  
in American history andculture.
National Historic Landmarks  
must possess exceptional value  
in representing or illustrating an  
important theme in the history  
of the United States. Many of the
most renowned historic properties  
in the nation are NationalHistoric
Landmarks. The National Park Service  
administers the National Historic  
Landmark program. Most Landmarks  
are identified through theme studies  
undertaken by the Park Service,  
which examine related places
linked by a theme such as ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ  
history or World War II. A number  of 
South /ŀǊƻƭƛƴŀΩǎ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ Historic  
Landmarks highlight the ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ  
African American heritage. Tofind
out more about the National Historic  
Landmark program visit: 
https://www.nps.gov/subjects/nationalre
gister/database-research.htm .

Important Note
Many historic places are PRIVATE 
PROPERTY and are not open to the 
public. Please respect the  property 
rights of their owners.Many sites , 
both free and admission-based, are 
presently closed  to the public or have 
reduced hours due to COVID-мфΦ LǘΩǎ 
ōŜǎǘ ǘƻ Ŏŀƭƭ ƻǊ Ǿƛǎƛǘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘȅΩǎ 
website to discover its present status.

¢ƘŜ DǳƛŘŜΩǎOrganization

Correlation of Standard Indicators  
(SI)
! ¢ŜŀŎƘŜǊΩǎ Guide to African  
American Historic Places in South  
Carolina includes the correlation of  
the sites to the Indicators located in  
the 2020 South Carolina Social 
Studies College-and Career-
Ready Standards.They are listed 
below each site summary.

https://scdah.sc.gov/historic-preservation/programs/historical-markers
https://scdah.sc.gov/historic-preservation/programs/national-register
http://nationalregister.sc.gov/
https://www.nps.gov/subjects/nationalregister/database-research.htm


TimePeriods
The chronological periods employed  
in this book are based on the  
National Assessment of Educational  
Progress (NAEP) timeline for United  
States History and integrated with  
those reflected by the historic sites to  
form five periods of African American  
history in SouthCarolina:

Colonization and the Revolution
(1670-1800)

Expansion and Reform:  
Antebellum(1800-1860)

Civil War andReconstruction
(1860-1877)

Modern America and Jim Crow  
Segregation(1877-1945)

Contemporary America:  
Civil Rights Movement  
(1945-Present)

The symbols are used to represent  
these periods and are included with  
the historic site summaries. Some  
sites, however, are important for  
other reasons such as architectural  
significance; therefore, a time
period may not apply. 

Teaching Activities(TA)
For most teachers,their units of
study are already formulated. Thus,  
teaching activities are provided to  
aid in the development of lesson  
plans or to supplement existing  
lessons. Teaching activities are the  
simplest means of integrating African  
American history into the teaching
of South Carolina and United States  
history as well as providing a tangible  
example of that history. The teaching  
activities are based on historical  
themes, subjects, or time periods that 
the corresponding historic sites  
illustrate.

Lesson Plans(LP)
Most of  the lesson plans provided 
were based on lesson models  
developed by Teaching American  
History in South Carolina (TAHSC).  
They, like the teaching activities, are 
based on historical themes, time  
periods, or individual sites. Keep in 
mind that these lessons can be 
adapted to suit various teaching  
styles and gradelevels.

Internet Resources
The websites found in this section  
inform our understanding of history.  
Many provide access to primary  
source information and are easily  
navigated by students,teachers
and parents. These canbe used to  
supplement theteaching activities  
and lesson plans.

4

MAJC

CWR

COLR

14

CRM

ANTE

As mentioned on p. 13, many historic sites 
are presently closed to the public or are 
hosting reduced hours in response to COVID-
19 concerns.  And many that are open have 
reduced visitor capacity & require face 
coverings & distancing. The Powder 
Magazine museum in Charleston posted the 
info shown above in their newsletter The 
Dispatch upon re-opening in June 2020.

Historic properties throughout the US have 
transitioned to video platforms to continue 
their programming while adjusting to COVID-
19 challenges. The Powder Magazine has 
been posting in The Dispatchsince mid-2020 
info like shown below to announce its 
reworked programs format.
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Communities, organizations & citizens throughout South Carolina                                                  
erect public displays to chronicle their notable people, places & events.                                                

They supplement National Register & National Historic Landmark designations                          
& state historic markers.                                                                                                    

These signs, markers & plaques                                                                                               
document the Palmetto Stateõs rich and expansive history and culture also.

Clockwise:  

1. This plaque 
documents the first 
Memorial Day 
celebration in the US 
that was held in 
Charleston at what is 
now known as 
Hampton Park.  A 
state historic marker 
sponsored by the City 
replaced the plaque 
in 2017.

2. Located at the 
Walterboro Army 
Airfield Memorial 
Park, this sign 
commemorates the 
period between 1944-
1945 when hundreds 
of Tuskegee Airmen 
trained there.

3. Community 
members crafted this 
sign & erected it at 
the cemetery at 
McLeod Plantation on 
James Island in 2015, 
replacing a previous 
one that they had 
installed.

4. Countless locals & 
out-of-towners 
regularly visit the 
άIŜŀƭƛƴƎ {ǇǊƛƴƎǎέ  ƛƴ 
Blackville to gather 
water that flows 
continuously from 10 
spigots. The sign 
informs visitors of the 
ǎƛǘŜΩǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ ŀƴŘ 
cultural significance.

рΦ ¢ƘŜ {ǳƭƭƛǾŀƴΩǎ 
Island cemetery 
marker honors the 
ŀǊŜŀΩǎ Ƴŀƴȅ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎ 
of African descent 
who were buried 
there from the 18th-
20th centuries. 

Photos by  -
A.M. Shinault-Small 



Sheldon Community  
Sheldon Union Academy HM  

US Highway21
Front Sheldon Union Academy, later  
Sheldon School, opened in 1893
on this site and educated the black  
children of rural Sheldon community  
for almost fifty years. The original  
Sheldon Union Academy board, which  
founded and governed the school  
from 1893 to 1918, included S.T.  
Beaubien, M.W. Brown, P.R.Chisolm,
H.L. Jones, S.W. Ladson, F.S. Mitchell,  
and N.D.Mitchell.

Back SheldonSchool
Sheldon Union Academy, founded by  
an independent group of community  
leaders, was a private school until  
1918. That year its board deeded the  
property to Beaufort County, which  
built a new public school on this site.  
Sheldon School, which taught grades  
1-7, closed in 1942 when the county  
consolidated its rural black schools.  
Erected by the Committee for the  
Preservation of African American  
Landmarks,2001

SI: 1.G.3, 4.5.P, 4.5.CX, 4.5.CC, 4.5.E
5.4.E, 5.4.CC5.4.CE, 5.4.CC,
4.5.P, 4.5.CC, 5.2.E, 8.3.P, 8.4.CX

Cainhoy
Cainhoy Historic DistrictNR

On the North side of the Wando River  
at the South end of CountyRoad
S-8-26
The Cainhoy Historic District, while  
listed for its collection of buildings  
that date from the 18th to the 20th  
centuries, it also derivessignificance

of activity for the Port Royal 
Experiment, a program of the United 
States government designed  to train 
and educate formerly enslaved
personson the South Carolina sea 
islands in order to prove their  
effectiveness as free laborers. The  
house itself served as a residence for 
missionaries, teachers,  and 
administrators associated with  the 
Port Royal Experiment. These  
included Charles Ware of Boston,
a labor superintendent for Seaside  
Plantation; Richard Soule, General  
Superintendent of the Port Royal  
Experiment for St. Helena Island and  
Ladies Island; and Charlotte Forten,  
missionary, teacher, andmember
of a prominent African American  
abolitionist family in Philadelphia.
http://www.nationalregister.sc.g
ov/beaufort/S10817707027/inde
x.htm

SI: USHC.2.CX, USHC.2.CC, USHC.2.E, 
USHC.3.CX, USHC.3.E
STA: TA-ANTE-2; SLP:LP-MTP-2

Robert Simmons House NR  

On unpaved road, 0.5 mile south of  
US Highway21
This house was built c. 1910 by Robert  
Simmons, an African American farmer.  
The house is a rare surviving example  
of a double pen house, a vernacular  
architectural form once common on  
St. Helena Island. Double pen houses  
had two rooms side-by-side, each  
usually measuring approximately  
sixteen by sixteen feet. The house has  
been enlarged, but the original core is  
still distinguishable. 
http://www.nationalregister.sc.gov/
beaufort/S10817707044/index.htm

SI: K.G.2, K.CG.1, K.CG.2, K.CG.3
5.4.CC, 5.4.E, 5.4.CC, USHC.2.CX, 

USHC.2.CC, USHC.2.E, 

USHC.3.CX, USHC.3.E

Building, PennCenter
Front After Union occupation of the  
sea islands in 1861, two northerners,  
Laura Towne and Ellen Murray, came  
to help the freed blacks of this area,  
establishing Penn School here in 1862.  
The earliest known black teacher was  
Charlotte Forten, who traveled all the  
way from Massachusetts to help her  
people.

Back One of the first schools for  
blacks in the South, Penn School  
opened in 1862 and was reorganized  
as Penn Normal, Industrial and  
Agricultural School in 1901. As a result  
of this change, whichincorporated

principles of education found at both  
Tuskegee and Hampton Institutes,  
Penn became an international model.  
Its program was removed to the  
Beaufort County school system in  
1948.
ErectedbythePennClubandtheS.C.
Departmentof Parks,Recreation,and
Tourism,1981

Seaside PlantationNR

Off County Road 77 (Seaside Road)  near 
its junction with Secondary Road  37
The house at Seaside Plantation was  
built c. 1795 for the Fripp family. By  
1850, the plantation produced 22,000  
pounds of Sea Island cotton annually  
through the work of 120enslaved 
African Americans. With the 
impending conquest of St.  Helena 
Island by Union troops, the  Fripp family 
fled the island. Beginning  in 1862, 
Seaside Plantationbecamea center

25

SeasidePlantation

Hampton House/Penn Center Historic District

CWR

CWR

MAJC

MAJC

SI: 1.G.3, 4.5.P, 4.5.CX, 4.5.CC, 4.5.E, 
4.5.P, 4.5.CC, 5.4.CE, 5.4.CC, 8.3.P, 
8.4.CX, USHC.2. CX, USHC.2.CC, 
USHC.2.E, USHC.3.CX, USHC.3.E
SLP: LP-MTP-4
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Abbeville  
McGowan-Barksdale 
Servant Houses NR  

211 North Street
Two antebellum servant houses are a  part
of the Abbeville Historic District. These two 
houses were associated  with an earlier main 
house, which  burned in 1887. It is not known 
if  these houses were homes to enslaved
people or tenants.

SI:8.3.CX
SLP:LP-MTP-2

St. James A.M.E. ChurchNR

305 CherryStreet
According to tradition St. James  
African Methodist Episcopal Church  
was organized in 1867 in a blacksmith  
shop on Penney Hill. The first pastor  
was Rev. James T. Baker. The present  
church building was constructed in  
1899; the builder was R.H. Humbert.  
The brick Gothic Revival building  
features a square tower topped by an  
octagonal spire sheathed in patterned  
metal on the left of the facade. Other  
distinctive features include lancet  
windows and brick buttresses. The  
church is included in the Abbeville  
Historic District.  

SI: 2-.CG.1, 4.5.CX, 4.5.CE, 
4.5.CC, 4.5.E, 8.1.CX

STA:TA-MTP-8

Second Presbyterian ChurchNR

200 block of Washington Street  
This sanctuary was 
originally  constructed c. 1906 for
SecondPresbyterian Church and 
was used by  that African 
American congregation  until 
1922. Around 1930,it became  
the home of Washington Street  
Presbyterian Church, another 
African  American congregation. 
The church  is a brick building 
with a gableroof. It features a 
square tower on the  right side of 
the facade and colored  glass 
windows with diamond-shaped  
panes. Second Presbyterian 
Church  is included in the 
Abbeville Historic  District.

SI: 2.CG.1,5-.2.CX

Abbeville Vicinity  
tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ Home of  
Harbison College NR  

Highway 20, North of Abbeville  
This two-story brick house was  
built in 1907 as a residence for the
presidentof HarbisonCollege,which
wasestablishedby the Presbyterian
Churchin theU.S.A.Thecollege
was an outgrowth of Ferguson  
Academy, an African American  
school established in Abbeville in

the 1880s. In 1898, Samuel P. 
Harbison  of Pennsylvania, a member 
of the  Presbyterian /ƘǳǊŎƘΩǎ .ƻŀǊŘ 
of  Missions for Freedmen, gave 
funds  for the purchase of property 
just  outside of the town of Abbeville 
for  the expansion of Ferguson 
Academy.  It was renamed Harbison 
College for  Colored Youth. Harbison 
and later  his widow continued to
support
the school financially. In the late  
nineteenth and early twentieth  
centuries, the campus was expanded,  
and several large brick buildings were  
constructed, including thishome
for the president. The school was a  
co-educational institution offering a  
liberal arts education combined with  
religious, industrial, and agricultural  
training. In 1910 fires, whichwere
believed to be the work of an arsonist,  
destroyed Harbison Hall and damaged  
ǘƘŜ ǊŜŀǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ residence.  
Three students were killed and  several 
other students and a teacher

were injured. The culprit was not  
caught, and the Board of Missions for  
Freedmen decided to move the school  
to the town of Irmo. The tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ  
Home of Harbison College is the only  
remaining building of the Abbeville  
campus of the college. 
http://www.nationalregister.sc.gov/abb
eville/S10817701010/index.htm

SI: 8-1.CE, 8.3.P
SLP:LP-MAJC-1

Aiken
Aiken Colored Cemetery NR  

Florence Street & Hampton Avenue  
Aiken Colored Cemetery, established  
in 1852 in Aiken, is the principal burial  
ground for African Americans in the  
city. Many of those buriedthere
were prominent leaders in the city  
and county from the mid-nineteenth  
through the mid-twentieth century.
The cemetery includes the graves  of 
the enslaved, freedmen, 
Reconstruction politicians and office
holders,merchants, bankers, 
lawyers, doctors,  ministers, and
educators.
http://www.nationalregister.sc.go
v/aiken/S10817702036/index.htm

SI: 1.CG.3, 4.3.CX,4.4.CX, 4.4.CC,
8.1.CE, 8.3.CC, USHC.2.CE
STA: TA-ANTE-4
SLP:LP-MAJC-5
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CWR

MAJC

MAJC

17

http://www.nationalregister.sc.gov/abbeville/S10817701010/index.htm
http://www.nationalregister.sc.gov/aiken/S10817702036/index.htm


Aiken Colored Cemetery HM  

Florence Street & Hampton Avenue  
Front This cemetery, established in  
1852 as a city cemetery, became Pine  
Lawn Memorial Gardens in 1988.
The only burial ground for African  
Americans in Aiken until the mid-20th  
century, it was laid out by the City of  
Aiken on 4 acres, and later expanded  
to its present 9.5 acres. In 1892 the  
city deeded it to the Aiken Cemetery  
and Burial Association, helping that  
association maintain thecemetery.
Back Pine Lawn Memorial Gardens  
The earliest graves here are of slaves,  
free blacks, and freedmenfrom
the mid-to-late 19th century. Many  
African Americans prominent in  
politics, the law, medicine, religion  
and education throughout the 20th  
century are buried. The cemetery  
also includes the graves of veterans  
of American wars from the Civil War  
to the present. It was listed in the  
National Register of Historic Places in  
2007.
Sponsored by the Aiken County  
Historical Society,2014

AikenGradedSchoolHM

Cornerof HamptonAvenue&
KershawStreet
Front This park is the site of Aiken  
Graded School, a two-story brick  
school built 1924-25. It was built  
for black pupils in grades1-7
and was one of almost 500 S.C.  
schools funded in part by the Julius  
Rosenwald Foundation 1917-
1932. Black Aiken physicianDr.
C.C. Johnson raised $3,500 in the  
black community toward the total  
cost of $33,500. Black brick mason  
Elliott Ball supervised ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ  
construction. (Reverse) The school,  
described as άƻƴŜ of the best in the  
ǎǘŀǘŜέ when it was being built, had  
ten classrooms, a library, and an  
auditorium seating 600. It opened in  
the fall of 1925, with principal W.D.  
Drake, nine teachers, and almost 300  
students. The school, the only black  
elementary school in Aiken until new  
schools began to be built in 1954,  
closed in 1969. It was demolished in  
1973.
SponsoredbytheAikenCounty
HistoricalSociety,2013

SI:  K.G.1, 4.5.CX,4.5.CC, 5.4.CC,4.5.P, 
4.5.CE,4.5.E
SLP:LP-MAJC-9

Schofield SchoolHM

At the school, 220 Sumter Street NE
Front This school was founded  by 
the CǊŜŜŘƳŜƴΩǎ .ǳǊŜŀǳ shortly  
after the Civil War to educate
freedmen, women, and children. In  
1868 Martha Schofield, a Quaker  
from Pennsylvania, came to Aiken  
and began her long career as  
superintendent. The school soon  
expanded to this two-block site  
and combined academicswith
instruction in industrial, farming, and  
homemaking skills. The 1897 Schofield  
School bulletin declared, ά/ƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊ  
building is our most importantǿƻǊƪΦέ

Back Schofield School educated  
more than 6000 students by 1898.  
Many graduates became teachers  
and department heads here;  
others became successfulbusiness
owners, professionals, farmers, and  
community leaders. In 1940 alumnus  
Sanford P. Bradby became its first  
African-American superintendent. At  
first a private and later a public school,  
Schofield has taught children of all  
races and creeds since 1866. Thebell

tower nearby once stood atop Carter  
Hall, built in1882.
Erected by the Aiken County Historical  
Society and the Martha Schofield  
Historic Preservation Committee,2001

SI: 2.H.2, 4.4.CC, 4.5.CE, USHC.3.CX, 
USHC.2.CC, USHC.2.E 

Bath
Jefferson High SchoolHM

170 Flint Street
Front Jefferson High School opened in  
1956 as a junior high and high school  
for African-American students of  
Beech Island, Belvedere, Graniteville,  
Jackson, Langley-Bath-Clearwater, and  
North Augusta, with Herman W.W.  
Fennell (1910-1996) asprincipal.
After county schoolsdesegregated
in 1970it becameJeffersonJunior
HighSchool,andin 1980it became
JeffersonElementarySchool.

Back Rev. Austin Jefferson, Sr.  This 
was one of three African- American 
schools in Aiken County  named for 
Rev. Austin Jefferson, Sr.  (1881-
1966), longtime advocatefor
education. In 1944 the Langley-Bath  
Colored School was renamed Jefferson  
Grammar School in his honor. The  
original portion of this school was built  
in 1953 as the Jefferson Elementary  
School, with Augustus T. Stephens  
(1903-1992) asprincipal.
Erected by the Jefferson Alumni  
Association,2007

SI:5.4.CC, 5.4.E, 5.4.CE

STA:TA-MAJC-2

BeechIsland
Silver Bluff Baptist ChurchHM

360 Old JacksonHighway
Front This church,  
one of the first black  
Baptist churches in  
America, grew out  
of regularworship
services held as early  
as the 1750s at ά{ƛƭǾŜǊ  
.ƭǳŦŦΣέ the plantation  of 
Indian trader George  
Galphin. At first a
non-denominational  
congregation with  
both white andblack
members, it was  
formally organizedas

SilverBluffBaptistChurchin 1773
with Rev. DavidGeorgeasits first
minister.

Back The church, dormant for a few  
years during the American Revolution,  
was revived in the 1780s by Rev.
Jesse Peter. The congregationmoved

7
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MAJC

MAJC  
CWR

MAJC
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Jacksonville School/  
Jacksonville Lodge HM  

351 Huber ClayRoad
Front Jacksonville School, built by the  
Jacksonville Lodge in 1895, taught the  
black children of this community until  
1936. Grades 1-7, with two teachers,  
met in two classrooms on the first  
floor, without electricity or running

water. The Jacksonville Community  
Commission acquired and renovated  
the building in 1991-92.

Back JacksonvilleLodge
This building was constructed in 1895  
by the Jacksonville Lodge, Grand  
United Order of Odd Fellows, a black  
fraternal organization. The lodge was  
led by Rev. Robert L. Mabry (1867-
1943), also pastor of nearby Storm  
Branch Baptist Churches 1898-1943.  
The Odd Fellows met here on the  
second floor for manyyears.
Erected by the Jacksonville  
Community Commission, Inc., in  
Memory of Founding PresidentErwin
M. Robinson,2005

SI:.K.G.2, K.CG.1, KCG.2, K.CG.3, 
5.4.CC, 5.4.E, 5.4.CC, USHC.2.CX, 
USHC.3.CX, USHC.3.E   STA:TA-MTP-7

North Augusta
CarrsvilleHM

Barton Road & Boylan Street  Front 
This African-American  community 
was established in1930  after two 
floods on the Savannah
River washed away most of the town  
of Hamburg. That town had become  
a predominantly African-American  
community after the CivilWar.
Carrsville was most likely named for  
Charles W. Carr of the American Red  
Cross or for William Carpenter, an  
African-American businessman,both

from its originalsitein 1815, again
in the 1840s,andfor the lasttime
to the presentsitein 1866. Alarge
framesanctuarybuilt in 1873was
coveredinbrickveneerin1920; it
wasdemolishedandthe presentbrick
churchwasbuilt in 1948.
ErectedbytheCongregation,2001

SI: 3.4.2.HS, 5.4.CC, 5.4.E, 4.3.2                   
STA:TA-COLR-2

Clearwater Vicinity
Storm Branch  
Baptist ChurchHM

At the church, Storm BranchRoad
Front This church had its origins at or  
near this site in 1772 as a plantation  
chapel, in what was Edgefield District  
until after the Civil War. Reverends  
Iverson L. Brookes and John Trapp,  
prominent ministers in the Savannah  
River region, preached here from the  
1830s into the 1860s; Brookes died in  
1865.

Back Storm Branch Baptist Church  
became a wholly black church in  
August 1866 when Mrs. Sara Lamar,  
widow of planter Thomas G. Lamar,  
deeded this land to trustee Aleck  
Davis. About that same time the first  
permanent sanctuary was built. Rev.  
Robert L. Mabry, the longest-serving  
minister, preached here from 1898 to  
1943.
Erected by the Congregation,1997

SI: 2.CG.2, 3.4.2.HS, 5.4.E, 5.4.CC,                    
4.2.2.CO

of whom gave lots for new homes  
here to families displaced by the  
flooding.
Back Boylan Street here was originally  
named Red Cross Street in recognition  
ƻŦ ǘƘŀǘ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ŀƛŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ black  
families who had lost theirhomes
on the banks of the Savannah River.  
This building, long called άǘƘŜSociety

.ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎΣέ was built  in 
1930 for the Young  
aŜƴΩǎ Union Society,  
which later bought  
the lot fromWilliam
Carpenter. The building  
has hosted many events  
for organizations such  
as Simmons Lodge No.  
571, which acquired it 
in 1988. Sponsoredby
the Heritage Councilof  
North Augusta, 2014.

SI:4.5.CC, 4.5.E, 8.4.CC, 8.5.CO

The Hamburg MassacreHM

U.S. Hwy. 1/78/25, under the 5th  
Street Bridge on the N. Augusta side  
Front The Hamburg Massacre,  
which occurred nearby on July 8,  
1876, was one of the most notable  
incidents of racial andpolitical
violence in S.C. during Reconstruction.  
White Democrats across the state  
organized άǊƛŦƭŜ Ŏƭǳōǎέ ǘƻ intimidate  
black and white Republicans during  
the gubernatorial election of1876.
Clashesbetweengroupsof armed
menwerefrequent,in somecases
evenincludingthe militia.

Back After a dispute between whites  
and a black militia company, about  
200 men from local rifle clubs tried  
to disarm 38 black militiamen and  
others barricaded in awarehouse.
One white was killed and men on each  
side were wounded before the blacks  
fled. Two blacks were killed trying to  
escape. Whites captured 25-30 blacks  
and executed four of them. 87 whites  
were charged in the massacre but  
were never tried for it.

ErectedbytheHeritageCouncilof
NorthAugusta,2010

SI: 4.4.CE, 4.5.P, 4.5.CC,  4.5.E, 5.4.CC, 
8.4.CC, USHC.2.CX, USHC.3.CX, USHC.3.E
SLP:LP-MAJC-5
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CWR

MAJC
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Allendale
Happy Home BaptistChurch
HM

Memorial Avenue, near Railroad  
AvenueWest
Front This church, founded soon after  
the Civil War, held its first services in a  
brush arbor in the Woods community  
of what was then BarnwellCounty.
It built its first permanent church, a  
frame building, in the Zion Branch  
community near Old Allendale, and  
adopted the name Zion Branch Baptist  
Church. Thechurch
bought this site in  
1875, built a new  
frame sanctuary here,  
and was renamed  
Happy Home Baptist  
Church.

BackRev. Jacob S.  
Daniels served the  
church for almost  
thirty years, and the  
congregation grew  
from 86members
in 1877 to 258
members in1890.
By 1902, his son, Rev. George C.  
Daniels, succeeded him as pastor, and  
the church had 379 members. In 1911,  
during the pastorate of Rev. S.J. Rice,  
the church received a state charter  
and built its present church, a brick  
Gothic Revivalbuilding.

Erected by the Congregation,2011

Pendleton  
AfricanAmerican  
SchoolSiteHM

North side of Vance Street,near
BroadStreet
This one-room frame school,  
organized shortly after the Civil 
War,  housed 76 students and 1 
teacher by  1870. The school term 
lasted 1 month  and 10 days. Jane 
Harris Hunter, founder of the 
Phillis Wheatley centers for 
working girls, attended  the school 
for 3 years. She wrote the

book,A Nickel and a Prayer. Vance  
Street is named after the family of  
Rev. Augustus Thomas Vance, who  
served as the schooltrustee.
Erected by the National Alumni  
Association, Anderson County  
Training School and Riverside School,  
1997
SI:K.CG.1, K.CG.2, K.CG.3, 5.4.E, 
5.4.CC, USHC.2.CX, USHC.3.CX, 
USHC.3.E
SLP:LP-MAJC-1

Faith Cabin LibraryNR

at Anderson TrainingSchool
The Faith Cabin Library at Anderson  
County Training School issignificant

for its role in African-American  
education and social history in South  
Carolina from ca. 1936, whenit
was built, to 1954, when Anderson  
County Training School closed with  
the construction of a new African-
!ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ άŜǉǳŀƭƛȊŀǘƛƻƴ ǎŎƘƻƻƭέ  
nearby. It is also significant as one  
of only two remaining free-standing  
Faith Cabin Libraries extantof
the thirty built in South Carolina  
between 1932 and 1943. The Faith  
Cabin Library at Anderson County  
Training School was a part of the  
larger Faith Cabin Library program  
created by Willie Lee Buffington, a  
white mill worker who later became  
a Methodist minister and college  
professor, that offered library  
services to rural African Americans  in 
South Carolina. The segregation  laws 
of the late nineteenth and early  
twentieth century barred African  
Americans from using other library  
facilities beyond what was offered in  
Columbia and Charleston. The black  
community of Pendleton andnearby
rural communities of AndersonCounty

were among the thirty communities  
fortunate to participate in the Faith  
Cabin Library program. Faith Cabin  
Libraries not only served the schools  
nearby but also served the larger  
African American communities in  
their area as well. By building free-
standing libraries, the Faith Cabin  
Library movement provided access  
to library services for the community  
completely independent of school
hours. During the transition of certain  
schools to community centers, these  
libraries remained open to provide  
access. The building is a one-room log  
cabin built with donated money and  
timber from the community.
http://www.nationalregister.sc.gov/ande
rson/S10817704022/index.htm

SI:1.G.1,  2.CG.2, 4.5.P, 4.5.CX, 
4.5.CC, 4.5. E, 5.4.E, 5.4.CC, 8.3.P,  
8.4.CX, 8.4.CC, 8.5.CO,  8.5.CX, 
USHC.3.CX, USHC.2.CC, USHC.2.E, 
USHC.3.CE, USHC.3.CX,  USHC.3.X, 
USHC.4.CX, USHC.4.E
STA:TA-MAJC-3

"The Hundreds" HM

305 West QueenStreet

Front This area was a hub of African-
American life from the late-19th to  mid-
20th centuries. Anderson County  Training 
School, built ca. 1922 as a  Rosenwald 
school, closed in 1954  under the 
equalization program for  black and white 
schools. It burned in  the 1960s. The 
agricultural building is  now a community 
center. The Faith  Cabin Library, built ca. 
1935 by a  program to give black schools 
their  own libraries, is one of only two such  
libraries still standing in S.C.

Back A frame store built nearby  by 
Benjamin Horace Keese(1881-
1975) and long known as the άYŜŜǎŜ  .ŀǊƴέ 
was a favorite gathering place  for many 
years. Built ca. 1900 as a  grocery store, it 
was later expanded  and served as a cafe and 
antiques  store/auction house. In 2003 
Clemson  University architecture students  
dismantled the Keese Barn and reused  its 
historic materials to build the  Memorial 
Block, to honor the store  and its significance 
in Pendleton.

Erected by Pendleton Pride in Motion,  2011

STA:TA-MAJC-9
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Denmark  
Voorhees College
Historic District NR  

Voorhees Collegecampus
Voorhees College Historic District 
includes the older portion of the campus 
and buildings dating from 1905 to the 
mid-1930s. The district is significant for its 
role as a pioneer in higher education for 
African  Americans in the area and for its  
association with Elizabeth Evelyn Wright. 
Wright, a graduateofTuskegee

Institute, was determined  to establish 
a school for poor African  American 
children. Guided by her  mentor 
Booker T. Washington, Wright  
founded Voorhees College in 1897
as Denmark Industrial School. It was  
modeled on her alma mater, Tuskegee  
Institute. In 1901, the campus moved  
to its current home, and in 1904 the  
name of the school was changed to  
Voorhees Industrial School in honor
of its benefactors, Mr. and Mrs. Ralph  
Voorhees of Clinton, NewJersey.
In the twentieth century,the school  
expanded its mission to include the  
training of teachers and in the 1940s  
it became Voorhees School and Junior 
College. In the 1960s, it became  
Voorhees College. Remaining historic  
buildings and sites on the campus  
include Booker T. Washington Hall  
(1905), Bedford Hall (1912), Menafee  
Trades Building (1907), St. tƘƛƭƭƛǇΩǎ  
Episcopal Chapel (1935), and the  
gravesite where Elizabeth Evelyn  
Wright was buried in 1906.
http://www.nationalregister.sc.gov/bam
berg/S10817705009/index.htm
SI:K.CG.1, K.CG.2, K.CG.3, 5.4.E, 5.4.CC, 
USHC.3.CE, USHC.3.E,USHC.5.CO, 
USHC.5.CE, USHC.5.CC, USHC.5.E
SLP:LP-MAJC-1

Voorhees CollegeHM

At the entrance to the college,  
VoorheesRoad
Front Voorhees College, founded by  
Elizabeth Evelyn Wright in 1897 as  the 
Denmark Industrial School, was  an 
effort to emphasize a vocational  
curriculum for rural African American  
students on the model of the  
Tuskegee Institute. The school, with  
funding from philanthropist Ralph  
Voorhees, was renamed Voorhees  
Industrial School for Colored Youth in  
1904, Voorhees Normal and Industrial  
School in 1916, and Voorhees School  
and Junior College in 1947.

BackVoorhees, supported by the  
Episcopal Church since 1924, changed  
its mission during the first half of the  
twentieth century and in 1962 became  
Voorhees College. In 1967 it became a  
senior liberal arts college. The historic  
portion of the campus was listed in  the 
National Register of Historic Places  in 
1982 as the Voorhees College  Historic
District.
Erected by Voorhees College,1998

Barnwell
Bethlehem Baptist ChurchNR

177 WallStreet
The congregation of Bethlehem  
Baptist Church was organized c.1868

by African American members of  
Barnwell Baptist Church. Both free  
and enslaved African Americans had  
played a role in that congregation  
since the 1830s. After theCivil
War, African Americanmembers

petitioned for letters of dismissal  from 
Barnwell Baptist Church to form  an 
independent congregation.They  
purchased an older church building that 
the Barnwell Baptist Church had  
occupied before they constructed a  
new building. In 1898 that building was 
demolished,and members of the  
congregation constructed the current  
building using materials from the old  
church building. The eclectic structure  
features both Queen Anne and Gothic  
Revival elements. The congregation of 
Bethlehem Baptist Church was  
instrumental in the foundingofMorris 
College in Sumter and in the
establishment of a black high school in  
Barnwell.
http://www.nationalregister.sc.gov/b
arnwell/S10817706003/index.htm

Bethlehem Baptist Church HM  

At the church, just off Wall Street  
Front This church, officially organized  
in 1868, had its origins in the  
antebellum Barnwell Baptist Church,  
which was located on this site until  
about 1854, when it built a new  
church on another lot. At that time  
several free blacks and slaves who  
were members of Barnwell Baptist  
Church asked to use the old 1829  
sanctuary for worship and meetings.  
The congregation agreed, and the  
group met here informally until 1868.

Back In 1868 seven  
black members of  
Barnwell Baptist  
Church asked the  
congregation for  
letters of dismissal,  
which were granted  
so that they could  
formally organize  
Bethlehem Baptist  
Church. The old  
Barnwell Baptist  
Church sanctuary  
served Bethlehem
Baptist Church until  
it wasdemolished

in 1898. Somematerialwassalvaged
to build the presentsanctuary,which
wasrenovatedin 1981.
ErectedbyBarnwellCo. Museumand
HistoricalBoard,1999Blackville
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MAJC

CWR
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SI: K.CG.1, K.CG.2, K.CG.3, 5.4.E, 5.4.CC
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Blackville
Macedonia Baptist ChurchHM

3572 DexterStreet
Front This church, the first African  
American Baptist church in Barnwell  
County, was founded in 1866 when  
Rev. James T. Tolbert preached in  
Blackville under a brush arbor; the  
first sanctuary was built in 1868.
The church hosted the first state  
convention of black Baptists, held here  
in 1875, and built its second sanctuary  
by 1887. The present sanctuary was  
built here in 1976.

Back This is the mother church of  
eight churches founded 1867-1922:  
Ebenezer, Frost Branch, Pilgrim Rest,  
St. Peter, Sunshine, Tabernacle, Shrub  
Branch, and Central. Macedonia  
Baptist Association, which promoted  
the education of area blacks, opened  
Macedonia School nearby in 1890.
Macedonia High School was built here  
in 1954 and taught grades 1-12 until  
1970, when it became Macedonia  
MiddleSchool.
Erected by the Barnwell County  
Museum and Historical Board,2002

SI: K.CG.1, K.CG.2, K.CG.3, 2.CG.2,                       
5.4.E, 5.4.CC

Beaufort
Berean Presbyterian ChurchNR

602 CarteretStreet

The Berean Presbyterian Church was  
constructed c. 1900 and wasused
as an African American Presbyterian  
Church until at least 1924. The  
building was purchased from the  
synod and became the library for the  
ŎƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ !ŦǊƛŎŀƴ Americanresidents
from 1932 to 1965. The Carpenter  
Gothic building is included in the  
Beaufort HistoricDistrict.

Detreville HouseNR

701 GreenStreet
Rev. James Graham built thishouse
c. 1785. It became known as άǘƘŜ  
aƛǎǎƛƻƴέ during Reconstruction, when  
Mrs. Rachel C. Mather of Boston  
occupied the house. She and other  
Baptist missionaries built Mather  
School in Beaufort to educate African  
Americans. The house is included in  
the Beaufort HistoricDistrict.

SI: 2.G.3, 2.CG.2, 2.CG.1, 5.2.E,                                     
USHC.2.CX, USHC.3.CX, USHC.3.E

First African Baptist ChurchNR

601 NewStreet
First African Baptist Church is reported  
to have been erected c. 1861 by the  
Baptist Church of Beaufort for the  
African American members of the  
congregation. According totradition,

African Americans did the actual  
construction. During the Civil War,  
these African American members  
formed their own congregation, the 
First African Baptist Church, and 
continued to worship here. A marble 
plaque near the entrance to the 
church reads: άtǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ asa
token of respect by A.D. Deas to the  
first and present pastor, Reverend A.  
Waddell, of the First Baptist Church, 
a native of Savannah, Georgia, who  
became pastor of said church First of  
JanuaryмусрΦέ The deacons of the  
Baptist Church of Beaufort sold the  
property to the deacons of the First  
African Baptist Church on January  20, 
1868. First African Baptist was  the 
home church of Robert Smalls, Civil War 
hero and U.S. Congressman  during 
Reconstruction. A monument  to Smalls 
is located on the church  grounds. The 
wood frame Gothic  Revival building is 
included in Beaufort's HistoricDistrict.
http://www.nationalregister.sc.gov/beauf
ort/S10817707001/index_2.htm

SI: K.CG.1, K.CG.2, K.CG.3, 2.CG.2, 5.4.E, 
5.4.CC, USHC.2.CX, USHC.3.CX, USHC.3.E
SLP:LP-CWR-3

First African Baptist ChurchHM

601 NewStreet
Front This church, founded in 1865,  
grew out of an antebellum praise  
house for black members of the  
Baptist Church of Beaufort. During the  
Civil War, after the Federal occupation  
of the town, it hosted a school for  
freedmen. Rev. Arthur Waddell (1821-
1895), its founding pastor, had come  
to S.C. from Savannah, Ga. In 1867  
Rev. Waddell and two black ministers  
from Savannah formally organized this  
church.
Back In 1885 the congregation,  
with more than 900 members, built  
this άƘŀƴŘǎƻƳŜ andŎƻƳƳƻŘƛƻǳǎέ
Carpenter Gothic church. Rev. Waddell  
continued to serve this church until he  
retired in 1894. At his death in 1895  
First African Baptist was described as  
άƻƴŜ of the most aristocratic colored  
ŎƘǳǊŎƘŜǎΦέ Robert Smalls (1839- 1915), 
Civil War hero, state legislator,  and 
U.S. Congressman, was its most

1

First African Baptist Church

CWR

CWR

CWR

MAJC

22

SI: K.CG.1, K.CG.2, K.CG.3, 2.CG.2,                                       
5.4.E,  5.4.CC                                                                                                 

http://www.nationalregister.sc.gov/beaufort/S10817707001/index_2.htm


prominentmember.
Sponsored by the Beaufort County  
Historical Society,2013

Grand Army of the  
Republic Hall NR  

706 NewcastleStreet
Although .ŜŀǳŦƻǊǘΩǎ black military  
companies remained active after  
the Civil War, statewide the άbŜƎǊƻ  
Ƴƛƭƛǘƛŀέ ǊŀǇƛŘƭȅ declined during the  
nineteenth century. By 1903,the
only units left were two companiesin

Beaufort. Many black Union veterans  
lived in the community, and after the  
war they formed the David Hunter  
Post #9 of the Grand Army of the  
Republic, an organization for veterans  
of the Union Army. Built in 1896, this  
meeting hall for the post is believed to  
be the only surviving building in South  
Carolina associated with the Grand  
Army of the Republic. It is included in  
the Beaufort Historic District.  

SI: K.CG.1, K.CG.2, K.CG.3, 5.4.E, 
5.4.CC, 4.4.CE,  5.4.CC, USHC.2.CX, 
USHC.3.CX, USHC.3.E                                  
STA:TA-MTP-7

Grand Army of the  
Republic Hall HM  

706 NewcastleStreet
Front This building was built ca. 1896 
by the David Hunter Post No. 9,  
Grand Army of the Republic (G.A.R.).  
The G.A.R., founded in 1866, was a  
fraternal society for veterans of the  
Union army and navy, with white and  
black posts. David Hunter Post was  
founded in 1888 byAfrican-American
veterans, many of them former slaves  
on Sea Island plantations who had  
been soldiers in the United States  
Colored Troops in the CivilWar.
Back The post was named for Gen.

SI: K.CG.1, K.CG.2, K.CG.3, 5.4.E, 
5.4.CC, 4.4.CE,USHC.2.CX, USHC.3.CX, 
USHC.3.E

David Hunter (1802-1886), who had  
organized the nucleus of the 1st S.C.  
Volunteers (Colored) in 1862. Robert  
Smalls (1839-1915), Civil War hero,  
state legislator, militia general,and
U.S. Congressman, was a post officer.  
The post hosted annual Decoration  
Day services at Beaufort National  
Cemetery and the Sons of Union  
Veterans of the Civil War continue  
that tradition. Sponsored by the  
Beaufort County Historical Society,  
2013

Mather SchoolHM

East side of SC Highway 281, 100  
yards south of its intersection with  
ReynoldsStreet
Shortly after the Civil War, Mather  
School was founded here by Rachel  
Crane Mather of Boston. In 1882,the  
²ƻƳŀƴΩǎ American Baptist Home  
Mission Society assumed support of  
the venture, operating it as a normal  
school for black girls. With some  
changes, the school continued until  
1968, when it was closed and sold to  
the state for the educational benefit  
of all races.
Erected by the Mather School Alumnae  
Association,1982

Robert Smalls HouseNR/NHL

511 PrinceStreet
In 1863 Robert Smalls purchased  
this house, which had been built in
1843 and was the home of his former  
owner. Smalls and his descendants  
occupied the house for about ninety  
years. Born enslaved in 1839, Smalls 
was  hired out by hisenslaver and
workedas a stevedore and harbor  
foreman in Charleston. With the 
outbreak of the Civil War, 
the Confederacy required that he                  
pilot the Planter. In May 1862, 
Smalls, other black crew members, 
and his  family stole the ship and  
delivered it to Union  forces. 
Smalls wasnamed asa second 
lieutenant in thenavy andwas                        
madecommander of thePlanter.
During Reconstruction he  returned 
to Beaufortandbecame a major

political figure in the South Carolina 
Lowcountry. He  served in the South 
Carolina House of Representatives (1868-
1970), the  South Carolina Senate (1870-
1875),  and four terms in the U.S.House
of Representatives between 1875 and 
1887. As a legislator,Smalls was an 
outspoken advocate of civil  rights for 
African Americans. He  was also director 
of the Enterprise Railroad, and the 
publisher of the Beaufort Standard. As a 
delegate  to the Constitutional 
Convention  of 1895, Smalls argued
againstthe disenfranchisement of 
African  American voters. Between 1889  
and 1913 he served ascustoms
collector for Beaufort. Robert Smalls  died 
in 1915. In 1974 the housewas 
designated a National Historic Landmark 
for its association with  RobertSmalls.

SI: K.CG.1, K.CG.2, K.CG.3,5.4.E, 5.4.CC,                                                                                        
4.4.CE, USHC.2.CX, USHC.3.CX, USHC.3.E
STA: TA-CWR-2, TA-CWR-9  
SLP: LP-CWR-3;LP-MTP-4

Sons of Beaufort Lodge  
No. 36NR

607 WestStreet
After the Civil War, fraternal, social,  
and benevolent societies became  
important within the Beaufort  
community, and many African  
Americans participated in black  
chapters of organizations such as the  
Masons and International Order of  
Odd Fellows. The Sons of Beaufort  
Lodge No. 36 was one of theselocal
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organizations. It included Robert  
Smalls among its members and  
constructed this two-story frame  
building c. 1900. The Lodge remains  
active today. The Sons of Beaufort  
Lodge No. 36 is included in the  
Beaufort HistoricDistrict.

SI: 1.G.3, 3.4.1.PR, 3.4.2.HS, 4.4.CE, 
5.4.CC, 8.3.CO
STA: TA-MTP-7  SLP:LP-CWR-3

Tabernacle Baptist ChurchNR

907 CravenStreet
The Tabernacle, a meeting house and  
lecture room, was built by Beaufort  
Baptist Church in the 1840s. In 1863,  
Tabernacle Baptist Church was  
organized by Solomon Peck of Boston  
with most of the 500 African American  
members of the congregation coming  
from Beaufort Baptist Church. The  new 
congregation acquired this  building for 
their worshipservices.
The church was rebuilt after it was  
damaged by the hurricane of 1893.  
Tabernacle Baptist Church is included  
in the Beaufort HistoricDistrict.
http://www.nationalregister.sc.gov/beau
fort/S10817707001/pages/S10817707001
38.htm

SI: 1.G.3, 3.4.1.PR, 3.4.2.HS, 4.4.CE, 
5.4.CC, 8.3.CO
SLP:LP-CWR-3

Tabernacle Baptist Church HM  

907 Craven Street, at the church  
Front Tabernacle Church was formed  
by black members of Beaufort

Baptist Church after other members  
evacuated the area because of Federal  
occupation in 1861. The ŎƘǳǊŎƘΩǎ  
lecture room was used for services  
during the war. In 1867 the black  
congregation bought this property  
from the Beaufort BaptistChurch.
Its present building was dedicated in  
1894. Many new churches have grown  
fromTabernacle.

Back RobertSmalls
Born a slave in Beaufort in 1839,  
Robert Smalls lived to serve as a  
Congressman of the United States. In  
1862 he commandeered and delivered  
to Union forces the Confederate  
gunboat Planter, on which he was a  
crewman. His career as a freedman  
included service as a delegate to the  
1868 and 1895 State Constitutional  
Conventions, election to theSC
House and Senate, and nine years  
in Congress. He died in 1915 and is  
buriedhere.
Erected by the Beaufort County  
Council,1980

Wesley Methodist ChurchNR

701 WestStreet
Front This church, established in  
1833, was the first Methodist church  
in Beaufort and was founded as a  
mission to slaves and free blacks here  
and on the neighboring SeaIslands.
The congregation had both black  
and white members but many more  
black members in the antebellum  
era. This church, first built in the
άƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ƘƻǳǎŜέ ŦƻǊƳ common to the  
Methodist church, was dedicated by  
Bishop William Capers in 1849.

Back In 1861, after the Federal  
occupation of Beaufort and the Sea  
Islands, this church hosted a school  
for freedmen and continued to serve  
its black members. After the Civil  
War, it was formally affiliated with  
the Methodist EpiscopalChurch,
the Northern methodist church  
1844-1939. Its first black minister  
was appointed in 1873, during  
Reconstruction. The church has  
flourished in the yearssince.
Sponsored by the Old Commons  
Neighborhood Association,2014

SI: 3.4.2.HS, 4.4.CE, 5.4.CC, 3.4.3.AG, 
8.4.CX, 5.4.CE, 5.4. CC,  USHC.2.CX, 
USHC.2.CC, USHC.2.E,  USHC.3.CE, 
USHC.3.CX, USHC.3.E

Bluffton
Michael C. Riley SchoolsHM

GoetheRoad
Front Thisis the siteof two schools
that servedthe blackcommunityof
southernBeaufortCountyfor most
of thetwentiethcentury. Bluffton
Graded School, a small frame building  
constructed about 1900, was followed  
in 1954 by an elementary and high  
school named for Michael C. Riley  
(1873-1966), longtime trustee of  
Beaufort County School District#2.

Back From 1954 to 1970 the  
elementary school educated .ƭǳŦŦǘƻƴΩǎ  
black students in grades 1-8 and
the high school educated .ƭǳŦŦǘƻƴΩǎ  
and Hilton IŜŀŘΩǎ ōƭŀŎƪ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ in  
grades 9-12. After county schools  
were desegregated in 1970, it was an  
elementary school for .ƭǳŦŦǘƻƴΩǎ black  
and white students until 1991. A new  
Michael C. Riley Elementary School  
opened nearby that sameyear.
ErectedbytheMichaelC. RileyHigh
SchoolAlumniAssociation,2002

SI:  K.CG.1, K.CG.2, K.CG.3, 5.4.E, 
5.4.CC, USHC.5.CC, USHC.5.E                            
STA:TA-MAJC-2

Burton
Port Royal AgriculturalSchool
HM

Shanklin Road, NE of intersection  
with Laural BayRoad
Front The Port Royal Agricultural  
School, later the Beaufort County  
Training School, operated nearby  
1901-1955. Offering vocational and  
academic education for blacks, it was  
founded by Beaufort citizens led by  
Abbie Holmes Christensen (1852-
1938). The school was modeled on  
Booker T. ²ŀǎƘƛƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ Tuskegee  
Institute, with his advice andsupport.

Back Beaufort County Training  
School Booker T. Washington called  
it άŀ model school of its ƪƛƴŘέ when  
he toured it in 1908. It was usually  
called άǘƘŜ {Ƙŀƴƪƭƛƴ {ŎƘƻƻƭέ for  
Joseph S. Shanklin (1872-1957),  
Tuskegee alumnus and its principal
1903-1946. His wife India (1876-1939)  
was its matron, nurse, and a teacher.  
Renamed Beaufort Co. Training  
School, it became a public school in  
1920 and closed in 1955.Shanklin
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ElementarySchool,2.6 mi. W, opened
in 1994.SponsoredbyBeaufortCounty,
2014

SI: 4.5.P, 4.5.CX, 4.5.CC, 4.5.E, 
5.4.CC, 8.3.P, 8.4.CX, 8.4.CC,  
8.5.CO, USHC.3.CE, USHC.3.CX, 
USHC.3.E

Daufuskie Island  
Daufuskie Island  
Historic DistrictNR

Southwest of Hilton HeadIsland
African American history on Daufuskie  
Island has deep roots. The cotton  
trade spurred the growth of the

enslavedpopulation from 1805-
1842. Ruins of dwellingswhere the 
enslaved people were housed, and  
archaeological sites remain from  
this period. The island was largely  
abandoned during the Civil War, but  
many formerlyenslaved people
returned during  Reconstruction, 
reoccupyingthe same dwellings 
and building churches, schools, and 
meeting places. In the early  
twentieth century, the population  
swelled to almost 1000, with oysters,  
logging, and trucking providingjobs.
By the 1940s and 1950s, outside  
competition had caused many to  
leave the island and search for jobs  
elsewhere, leaving the population in  
1980 at less than seventy-fivepeople.
Because of its limited population and 
means of access, Daufuskie has  
retained many of the historic homes,  
schools, churches, cemeteries, and  
archaeological sites that attest to  
this once-thriving blackcommunity.
Examples include the ruins of eight  
tabby residences (c. 1805-1842), First 
Union African Baptist Church (c.  
1918), Janie Hamilton School (1937),  
Mary Field School (c. 1930), the First  
Union Sisters and BrothersOyster

Society Hall (c. 1890), Mary Field  
Cemetery, and numerous vernacular  
houses.
http://www.nationalregister.sc.gov/beau
fort/S10817707029/index.htm

SLP:LP-MTP-2

Daufuskie Island
Daufuskie IslandHM

at the Beaufort County Boat Landing  
Front This 5,200-acre island lies  
between the Cooper and NewRivers.
Spanish and English explorers saw  
it in 1521 and 1663; Englisharrivals
received grants ca. 1700. Indigo was  
the main crop before the American  
Revolution, when most planters here  
were Loyalists. Sea island cotton was  
the main crop after 1790. In 1861,  
when Union forces captured the sea  
islands, planters abandoned Daufuskie  
Island.

Back Freedmen during and  
immediately after the Civil War, and  
then their descendants, made up  
almost all of the population here until  
near the end of the 20th century.
Many owned small farms or worked  
in the oyster industry. The island,  
listed in the National Register of  
Historic Places in 1982, is also part of  
the Gullah Geechee Cultural Heritage  
Corridor, designated by Congress in  
2006.
Sponsored by the South Carolina  
Society Colonial Dames XVII Century,  
2013

Gardens CornerVicinity
Combahee River RaidHM

at Steel Bridge Landing, U.S. Hwy. 17
N. on the county line  
with Colleton Front  
On June 1-2, 1863,a
Federal force consisting  
of elements of the2nd
S.C. Volunteer Infantry  
(an AfricanAmerican  
unit) and the 3rd  
Rhode Island Artillery  
conducted a raid up  
the Confederate-held  
Combahee River.Col.
JamesMontgomery

led the expedition. Harriet Tubman,  
already famous for her work with the  
Underground Railroad, accompanied  
Montgomery on the raid.

Back Freedom Along the Combahee  
Union gunboats landed 300 soldiers  
along the river, and one force came  
ashore here at CombaheeFerry.
Soldiers took livestock and supplies  
and destroyed houses, barns, and rice  
at nearby plantations. More than 700  
enslaved men, women, and children  
were taken to freedom in perhaps the  
largest emancipation event in wartime
S.C. Some freedmen soon enlisted in  
the U.S.Army.

Sponsored by the SouthCarolina
Department of Transportation,2013

SI: 1.CG.2, 2.CG.2, 4.4.CE, USHC.5.CC, 
USHC.5.E
STA:TA-MAJC-2

Hilton Head  
Cherry Hill School NR  

210 DillonRoad
The Cherry Hill School, built ca.  
1937, is significant as a building  
associated with the development of  
African-American education during  
segregation in South Carolina. The  
school operated until all African-
American children attended the new  
consolidated elementary schoolin
1954. The community that organized,  
purchased the property, built, helped  
maintain, and attended the school  
was comprised of the descendants of  
the former-slave town of Mitchelville,  
the first community to mandate  
education in the South. At the time
of construction of the Cherry Hill  
School, the island was still an isolated,
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largely undeveloped, unincorporated  
portion of Beaufort County. The  
Cherry Hill School is the first and only 
freestanding, purpose-built  
schoolhouse for AfricanAmerican  
children on Hilton HeadIsland.
When the Cherry Hill School was  
built, there were three other black
elementary schools in privately owned  
buildings serving the various black  
neighborhoods on Hilton Head Island.  
However, none met in buildings  
specifically built as schools. The  Cherry 
Hill School had the smallest  enrollment 
of the black elementary  schools on the 
island. The number of  children enrolled 
specifically in the  Cherry Hill School 
numbered from 27- 32, with one 
teacher. The buildingisa simple, gable-
front rectangular one-room frame and 
weatherboard-sided schoolhouse on an 
open brick-pier  foundation. The 
interior remains much  as it did when 
the buildingopened.While the building 
was a public  elementary school from 
1937 to 1954,it was owned by the 
Beaufort County  School District. The St. 
James Baptist  Church purchased the 
school in 1956.  The church extended 
and renovated  the building in 1984.  
http://www.nationalregister.sc.gov/beauf
ort/S10817707071/index.htm

SI: 1.G.1,  4.5.P, 4.5.CX, 4.5.CC, 4.5.E, 
5.4.E, 5.4.CC, 4.5.P, 8.4.CX, 8.4.CC, 
8.5.CO, 8.5.CX, USHC.3.CE, USHC.3.CX, 
USHC.3.E, USHC.4.CX, USHC.4.E

Cherry Hill SchoolHM

210 DillonRoad
Front This one-room frame school,  
built ca. 1937, was the first separate  
school building constructed for  
African-American students on Hilton  
Head Island. It replaced an earlier  
Cherry Hill School, which had held  its 
classes in the parsonage of St.
James Baptist Church. After the black  
community on the island raised funds  
to buy this tract, Beaufort County  
agreed to build this school.
Back This was an elementary school  
with one teacher, with an average  of 
about 30 students. It had grades  1-5 
when it opened in 1937, adding  
grade 6 the next school year. The  
black community helped pay for  
maintenance of the school andalso

supplemented teacher salaries.  
Cherry Hill School was listed in the  
National Register of Historic Places in  
2012. Sponsored by St. James Baptist  
Church,2013

First African Baptist ChurchHM

70 Beach CityRoad
Front This church, organized in  
1862, was first located in the town  
of Mitchelville, ŀ ŦǊŜŜŘƳŜƴΩǎ village  
established on Hilton Head by the  
United States Army. Rev. Abraham  
Murchinson, its first pastor,was
a former slave. The congregation  
numbered about 120 members when  
it was organized in August
1862.
Back The church moved  
to the Chaplin community  
after the Civil War and was  
renamed GoodwillBaptist
Church. It moved to this site  
by 1898 and was renamed  
Cross Roads Baptist Church  
before retaking its original  
name; it is the mother church  
of five BeaufortCounty
churches. The present  
building was built in 1966.  
Sponsored by the  
Congregation,2012

SI: 2.G.3, 2.CG.2, 4.5.P, 4.5.CX, 
4.5.CC, 4.5.E, 5.4.CC, 8.1.CX

Fish Hall Plantation HM 

Mitchelville Road (County Road 335),  
adjacent to BarkerField
Front This plantation was part of a  
1717 Proprietary landgrant of 500  
acres to Col. John Barnwell. Later  
owners included members of the  
Green, Ellis, and Pope families. Nearby  
tabby ruins are remains of fireplaces  
of slave cabins. Graves of blacks, who  
made up most of the island population  
until after the 1950s, are in nearby  
DraytonCemetery.

Back Thomas Fenwick Drayton  
Confederate Brig. Gen. Thomas F.  
Drayton was in command of this  
area at the time of the nearby battle  
of Port Royal, November 7, 1861.A 
brother, Capt. Percival Drayton,  
commanded the Unionwarship

Pocahontas at the same battle. Earlier,  
General Drayton had married Emma  
Catherine Pope, whose parents owned  
Fish HallPlantation.
Erected by the Beaufort County  
Council,1985

SI: 1.G.1, 1.G.3, 8.3.CX

STA: TA-COL-1, TA-COL-2

Fort HowellHM

Beach Cit Road, just South West of 
its  junction with DillonRoad
Front This Civil War fort, named for  
Gen. Joshua Blackwood Howell 
(1806-1864), was built by the U.S. 
Army to  defend HiltonHead.

Back This fort was an enclosed  
pentagonal earthwork with a ноΩ high  
parapet and emplacements for up
to 27 guns. It was built from August  
to November 1864 by the 32nd U.S.  
Colored Infantry and the 144th N.Y.  
Infantry. Though Fort Howell never  
saw action, it is significant for its  
design and its structural integrity. It  
was listed in the National Register of  
Historic Places in 2011.
Erected by the Hilton Head Island  
Land Trust, Inc.,2011

STA:TA-CWR-11

Mitchelville (Fish Haul)  
Archaeological Site NR  

Enslaved people poured onto 
HiltonHeadIsland after its fall 
to Union forces in November 
1861. The community of  
Mitchelville was one of the 
attempts  of the Union Army to 
provide housing  for them. 
Mitchelville, which was named 
in honor of its designer,  
General O.M. Mitchel, was 
designed  to help the formerly
enslavedάƭŜŀǊƴwhat
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freedom means by experience of  
self-ŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴŎŜΦέ It was developed  
as an actual town with streets, lot  
divisions, a town government, and  
laws. This self-governed village was  
one of the first South Carolina towns  
to have a compulsory education law.  
In the 1870s, as African Americans  
lost political and legal rights, the  
community declined. Archaeological  
investigation of the site of the village  
has the potential to increaseour

understanding of the transition of  
African American culture from slavery  
to freedom.  

SI: 3.41.PR, 3.4.2.HS, 4.5.P, 4.5.CX, 
4.5.CC, 4.5.E, USHC.2.CX, USHC.2.CC, 
USHC.2.E, USHC.3.CX, USHC.3.E

Mitchelville SiteHM

Beach City Road (County Road 333),  
northeast of its intersection with  
Dillon Road (County Road334)
In 1862, after Hilton IŜŀŘΩǎ fall to  
Union forces in 1861, this town,  
planned ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀΩǎ former slaves  
and named for General Ormsby M.  
Mitchel,began.
ErectedbytheTownof Hilton Head
IslandandtheChicoraFoundation,
Inc.,1995

St. James Baptist ChurchHM

209 DillonRoad

This church, founded in 1886 by  
former members of First African  
Baptist Church, is one of the oldest  
surviving institutions remaining from  
the town of Mitchelville, ŀ ŦǊŜŜŘƳŜƴΩǎ  
village established here by the United  
States Army in 1862. The present brick  
sanctuary, covered in stucco, is the

Port Royal
Camp SaxtonNR

Ribaut Street on the US Naval  
HospitalGrounds
The Camp Saxton Site on the Beaufort 
River is nationally important  as an 
intact portion of the camp  occupied 
from earlyNovember1862 to late 
January 1863 by the  1st South Carolina 
Volunteers, the  first black regiment 
mustered into  regular service in the 
United States  Army during the Civil 
War. It isalsosignificant as the site of 
the elaborate  ceremonies held here on 
New ̧ ŜŀǊΩǎ  Day 1863 which formally
announcedandcelebratedthe
enactment of theEmancipation 
Proclamation freeing all the enslaved
in areas then άƛƴ ǊŜōŜƭƭƛƻƴέ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ǘƘŜ 
United States. Because the South 
Carolina Sea Islands had been captured 
by Union forces, the Emancipation 
Proclamation could  actually take effect 
here before the  end of the Civil War. 
The celebration at Camp Saxton 
heralded freedom to  thousands of 
black inhabitants of the sea islands.  
http://www.nationalregister.sc.gov/
beaufort/S10817707057/index.htm 

SI: K.G.2, K.CG.1, K.CG.2, K.CG.3, 
5.4.E, 5.4.CC, USHC.2.CX, USHC.2.CC, 
USHC.2.E, USHC.3.CX, USHC.3.E

third to serve this congregation. It was  
built in 1972 and renovated in 2005.  
Erected by the Congregation,2011

William Simmons House HM  

Gullah Museum of Hilton Head Island,  
187 GumtreeDrive

Front This house, built in 1930, is  
typical in materials and methodsof
construction  of those built  on the 
S.C. Sea  Islands from  the end 

of the  Civil 
War to the 
mid-20th  
century. It 
was  built on 

l land  bought
after 1865 
byWilliam  
Simmons(ca.
1835-1922).

Simmons, born  
a slave,had
served in the 
U.S. Army 
during the war,

enlisting in the 21st U.S. Colored  
Infantry as IraSherman.
Back William {ƛƳƳƻƴǎΩǎ grand-
daughter Georgianna Jones Bryan  
(1900-1989) built this house in 1930  
for her brother, William ά5ǳŜȅέ  
Simmons (1901-1966). It illustrates  
everyday life and the persistence of  
Gullah culture in an
African-Americanfarm  
community until after  
a bridge was Hamlin  
Beachcommunity.
White and black  
descendants

still live here today.  
Built from the main-
land in 1956. It was  
renovated in 2010-11  
as the GullahMuseum

of HiltonHead  

Island.

Sponsored by the Christ Church Parish  
Preservation Society 2011. Erected by  
the Gullah Museum of Hilton Head  
Island,2011

SI:2.CG.2, 4.4.CE
SLP:LP-CWR-4

Emancipation DayHM

On the banks of the Beaufort River  
at the US Naval Hospital, Beaufort  
Front On New ̧ ŜŀǊΩǎ Day 1863 this  
plantation owned by John Joyner  
Smith was the scene of elaborate
ceremonies celebrating the enactment  
of the EmancipationProclamation.

Mitchelville Houses,1864

Camp Saxon Site

CWRMAJC

MAJC
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Hundreds of freedmen and women  
came from Port Royal, Beaufort,  
and the sea islands to join Federal  
military and civil authoritiesand
othersin markingthe event. After the
proclamationwasread, the 1st South
CarolinaVolunteers(Colored),the first
blackregimentformed
BackCampSaxtonSite
for regular service in the U.S. Army  
during the Civil War, received its  
national and regimental colors. Col.  
Thomas W. Higginson of the regiment  
ǿǊƻǘŜΣ άWǳǎǘ ǘƘƛƴƪ ƻŦ it! τthe first  day 
they had seen which promised  
anything to their ǇŜƻǇƭŜΦέ This  
plantation was also the site of Camp  
Saxton, where the regiment (later the  
33rd U.S. Colored Troops) organized  
and trained from late 1862 to early  
1863.
Erected by Penn Center and the  
Michigan Support Group,1996

SI:4.4.CE

St. HelenaIsland
Dr. York Bailey HouseNR

US Highway21
This house was built c. 1915 for Dr.  
York Bailey, St. Helena LǎƭŀƴŘΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ  
African American doctor and its only  
physician for more than fifty years.  
Bailey ordered the parts for the  
house from a mail-order catalog and  
they were shipped to Beaufort, then  
brought across to the island by boat  
and assembled. The house is a good  
example of the vernacular American  
Foursquare house form,which
was popular in the early twentieth  
century. Born on St. Helenain1881,

he graduated from Penn School and 
Hampton Institute and studied  
medicine at Howard University. Dr. 
Bailey returned to the island in 1906 
to practice medicine. During his 
ǘŜƴǳǊŜ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƛǎƭŀƴŘΩǎ only resident 
doctor, he was often paid with 
livestock or produce. His career is 
frequently cited as an example of the 
success of PennSchool.  The York W. 
Bailey Cultural  Center and Museum 
at Penn Center is  named for him.
http://www.nationalregister.sc.gov/bea
ufort/S10817707035/index.htm

SI:  2.G.3, 2.CG.1, 2.CG.2, 5.2.E, 
USHC.2.CX, USHC.2.CC, USHC.2.E, 
USHC.3.CX, USHC.3.E, USHC.3.CE,

Coffin Point PlantationNR

SeasideRoad
Coffin Point Plantation, a prosperous  
sea island cotton plantation, became  
a hub of activity when St. Helena  
Island was captured by Union troops  
in 1861. With the Union occupation  of 
the island, the Coffin family fled  and 
260 slaves were found living on  the 
plantation. The United States  
government developed a plan to train
and educate the newly released slaves  
on the South Carolina Sea Islands in  
order to prove their effectiveness as  
free laborers. This effort, beginning
in March 1862, became known as  
the Port Royal Experiment. Colonel  
William H. Noble, one of the cotton  
agents sent to the sea islands for  
the experiment, used the house at  
Coffin Point Plantation (c. 1801)as
his headquarters. Edward S. Philbrick  
of Massachusetts served as a teacher  
and labor superintendent at Coffin  
Point. He bought acreage at Coffin  
Point and several other plantationsin

order to carry on the experiment with  
free labor.  
http://www.nationalregister.sc.gov/bea
ufort/S10817707023/index.htm

SI: 1.G.1,1.G.3, 8.3.CX

STA:TA-ANTE-2
SLP:LP-MTP-2

Eddings Point Community  
Praise HouseNR

Secondary Road 183, 0.1 mile north
of its junction with Secondary  
Road74
The Eddings Point Praise Housewas
built c. 1900. The small wood frame  
building is a rare example of a praise  
house, a vernaculararchitectural
form that has survived  since the 
antebellum  era. Praise houses are  a 

were often named for the former 
plantations or plantation owners. 
Since there were few formal church 
buildings on St. Helena Island, most 
islanders  could only walk or ride to 
the main  church on Sunday 
mornings. For other meetings or 
services, praise  houses were built in 
each of the  communities created 
by the formerplantations, and 
services were heldonSunday night

22

Eddings Point Community PraiseHouse

Coffin Point Plantation

Dr. York Bailey, Physician

CWR
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phenomenon of the South                                            
Carolina  Sea  Islands. They                                       
were  first establishedon
St. Helena plantations  when                                       
enslaved African Americans                                                           
used small  frame houses or other                           
buildings as places to meet and                              
worship. After emancipation,the                               
freedmen built praise  houses on                                                
or nearthe old plantations. They
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and some weeknights. A typical 
service might consist of  singing, 
prayer, perhaps a ƳŜƳōŜǊΩǎ  
testimony, and almost always ended  
with ŀ άǎƘƻǳǘΦέ This was an acappella
song, most often a call from the leader  
with a response from the members,  
beginning slowly, and building to an  
emotional peak accompanied with  
hand-clapping and dancing. Praise  
houses also served as centers of  
information; community meetings  
were often held in them in addition to  
religious services. There were as many  
as twenty-five praise houses on St.
Helena Island as recently as 1932, but  
only four remain today.  
http://www.nationalregister.sc.gov/bea
ufort/S10817707047/index.htm

SI:3.4..2.HS

Frogmore Plantation  
ComplexNR

Off Secondary Road 77, near its
junction with Secondary Road 35  The 
main house and tabby barn at  
Frogmore Plantation Complex were  
built c. 1810, probably by John and  
Elizabeth Stapleton. In 1868 Laura  
Towne and Ellen Murray, teachers  
and members of the Pennsylvania  
CǊŜŜŘƳŜƴΩǎ Relief Association,  
purchased Frogmore for their  
residence. Towne and Murray were  
two of the first Northern missionaries  
who arrived on St. HelenaIsland
in March 1862 after its capture by  
Union troops. They began classes for  
the African American residents of  
the island, which led to the founding  
of Penn School. Towne andMurray

enlarged the Frogmore Plantation  
house and lived there until their  
deaths in 1900 and 1908.  
http://www.nationalregister.sc.gov/beau
fort/S10817707051/index.htm

SI:3.4.2.HS,4.5.P, 4.5.CX, 4.5.CC, 
4.5.E
SLP:LP-MTP-2

The GreenNR

Intersection of US Highway 21 and  
Lands EndRoad
The Green is an open plot of land that  
measures 167 feet by 230 feet, near  
the center of St. Helena Island. The  
Penn School built Darrah Hall on this  
site c. 1885, but in 1893,refugees
left homeless by a hurricane crowded  
into the building seeking shelter. A  
cooking fire got out of control and  
destroyed the building. The Green has 
long served as a meeting place and 
celebration site for St. Helena  LǎƭŀƴŘΩǎ 
African American residents.  Such 
activities as Emancipation Day,  
celebrating the adoption of the  
Emancipation Proclamation in 1863;  
the annual Farmers Fair; Labor Day  
celebrations; and community sings  
were held all or in part at the Green.  
The Green is also now known as  
Martin Luther King, Jr.Park.
http://www.nationalregister.sc.gov/bea
ufort/S10817707040/index.htm

Knights of Wise Men  
Lodge HallNR

Martin Luther KingDrive
The Knights of Wise Men Lodge was  
organized in 1870 to provide financial  
and farming assistance to the families  
of its members in times of sickness  
and death. The Knights purchased  this 
property at the rear of The Green  in 
1889 for eight dollars and built a  two-
story woodframe
building, which burned  
in 1940. The current  
concrete building was  
constructed shortly  
thereafter by local  
masons. It issimilar
in fashion to the  
earlier building. At its  
height in the1920s,
the Knights of Wise  
Men had some350

members. The lodge is still used  
during times of celebration, both as a  
dance hall and as a temporary jail for  
overenthusiastic celebrants.  
http://www.nationalregister.sc.gov/bea
ufort/S10817707058/index.htm

SI: 1.G.1, 2.CG.2, USHC.3.CX, 
USHC.3.E, USHC.3.CE
STA:TA-MTP-7

Mary Jenkins Community  
Praise HouseNR

Secondary Road 74,approximately
2 miles north of its junction with US  
Highway21
Mary Jenkins Community Praise House  
is one of only four praise houses  
remaining on St. Helena Island. The  
small wood frame building, which was  
built c. 1900 by Kit Chaplin, represents  
a vernacular architectural form that  has 
survived since the plantation era. Paris 
Capers, born in 1863, was one of  the 
early elders. As a place of religious  
worship as well as community  meetings, 
this praise house is an  important 
reminder of St. Helena  LǎƭŀƴŘΩǎ African 
Americanheritage.
For more information about praise  
houses see the description section of  
the nomination for the Eddings Point  
Community Praise House, also on St.  
HelenaIsland.

SI: 1.G.4,  8.3.P
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The OaksNR

On unpaved road 0.3 mile west of  
Secondary Road165
The house at the Oaks was built c.  
1855 by John Jeremiah Theus Pope  
and his wife. The family fled St. Helena  
Island after it was captured by Union  
troops in 1861. Edward L.Pierce,
one of the leaders of the Port Royal  
Experiment, chose the Oaks as his  
headquarters, and it remained the St.  
Helena headquarters throughout the  
Civil War. The Port Royal Experiment  
was a program of the United States  
government designed to train and  
educate the newly released slaves on  
the South Carolina sea islands in order  
to prove their effectiveness as free  
laborers. Supplies were sent to the  
Oaks to be sorted and repacked for  
distribution to other plantationsand

then to the freedmen. The house 
also served as a hotel for 
superintendents,  teachers, and military
personnelfrom Port Royal. In June 1862,
Ellen Murray and Laura M. Towne from  
the tŜƴƴǎȅƭǾŀƴƛŀ CǊŜŜŘƳŜƴΩǎ Relief  
Association opened a school for  
freedmen in a back room of the  house. 
Murray and Towne came not only to 
teach the freedmen τboth  adults and 
children τbut to help  them adjust to 
their freedom in all aspects of their lives. 
The school was  soon too large for its 
small room  and was moved to Brick 
Church near  the center of the island. 
Murray and  Towne lived at the Oaks
until 1864.
http://www.nationalregister.sc.gov/beaufor
t/S10817707042/index.htm

SI: K.G.2, K.CG.1, K.CG.2, K.CG.3, 
5.4.E, 5.4.CC, USHC.2.CX, 
USHC.2.CC, USHC.2.E, USHC.3.CX, 
USHC.3.E
STA:TA-ANTE-2

Penn Center
Historic District NR/NHL  

Highway 37, south of Frogmore  
Penn School was founded in 1862  
by northern missionaries and  
abolitionists who came to South  
Carolinaafter
the capture of  
the SeaIslands  
by Union  
troops. Laura  
Towne and  
Ellen Murray  
from the  
Pennsylvania  
CǊŜŜŘƳŜƴΩǎ  
Relief  
Association
were among  
those who  
beganclasses
for the freed slaves, which for a  time 
were held in Brick Church, built  by 
Baptist planters in 1855. During  
Reconstruction, Brick Church, which  
is included in the historic district,  
served as church, meeting hall, and  
school for freedmen andnorthern
missionaries. In 1864 the Pennsylvania  
CǊŜŜŘƳŜƴΩǎ Relief Association sent a  
schoolhouse, ready to be assembled,  
to St. Helena. The school,which
was erected near Brick Church, was  
called Penn School. In the early  
twentieth century the school was  
incorporated and became Penn  
Normal, Industrial, and Agricultural  
School. It provided practical vocational  
training for its students as well as  
services to the community.Many
of the trustees, including George  
Peabody, were philanthropists from  
the North, and a new campus was  
created with numerous buildings. At  
a time when public education was  
poor, Penn School graduates made  
important contributions to the local  
community, and the school gained a  
national reputation. Penn School also  
preserved manuscripts, oral history,  
musical recordings, and handicrafts  
documenting the cultural heritage of  
the sea islands. Buildings in the Penn  
Center Historic District illustrate the  
history of Penn School in the early  
twentieth century. These include  
Darrah Hall (1882), Hampton House  
(c. 1904), Benezet House(1905),

Cedar Cottage (1907), Jasmine  
Cottage (1911), Cope Industrial Shop  
(1912), the Cafeteria (1917),Pine
Cottage (1921), Lathers Hall (1922),  
Frissell Memorial Community Center  
(1925), Butler Building (1931),Arnett

House (1937), the Potato House  
(1938), Orchard Cottage (1942),  
and the Cannery (1946). The school  
closed in 1948, and a non-profit
organization was created to continue  
the community service and cultural  
preservation activities. During the  
1960s Penn Center supported school  
desegregation and voter registration.  
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. held  
meetings at Penn Center prior to
the March on Washington in 1963.  
Today the mission of Penn Center is  
to promote and preserve the history  
and culture of the Sea Islands. The  
organization also acts as a catalyst  
for the development of programs  for 
self-sufficiency. Penn Center  
sponsors public programs, operates  
a conference center and the York
W. Bailey Museum and Gift Shop 
and maintains the Laura M. Towne  
Archives and Library. In 1974Penn
Center Historic District was designated  
a National HistoricLandmark.
For more information, visit
http://www.penncenter.com/

SI: 2.G.3,  4.5.P, 4.5.CX, 4.5.CC, 4.5.E, 
5.4.CE, 5.4.CC, 8.3.P, 8.4.CX,  USHC.2.CX, 
USHC.2.CC, USHC.2.E, USHC.3.CX, 
USHC.3.E, USHC.3.CE
STA: TA-CWR-7, TA-MTP-14
SLP:LP-CWR-4

Penn SchoolHM

Lands End Road (County Road 45),  
in front of CopeAdministration
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Sheldon Community  
Sheldon Union Academy HM  

US Highway21
Front Sheldon Union Academy, later  
Sheldon School, opened in 1893
on this site and educated the black  
children of rural Sheldon community  
for almost fifty years. The original  
Sheldon Union Academy board, which  
founded and governed the school  
from 1893 to 1918, included S.T.  
Beaubien, M.W. Brown, P.R.Chisolm,
H.L. Jones, S.W. Ladson, F.S. Mitchell,  
and N.D.Mitchell.

BackSheldonSchool
Sheldon Union Academy, founded by  
an independent group of community  
leaders, was a private school until  
1918. That year its board deeded the  
property to Beaufort County, which  
built a new public school on this site.  
Sheldon School, which taught grades  
1-7, closed in 1942 when the county  
consolidated its rural black schools.  
Erected by the Committee for the  
Preservation of African American  
Landmarks,2001

SI: 2.G.3, 4.5.P, 4.5.CX, 4.5.CC, 4.5.E
5.4.CE, 5.4.CC, 8.3.P, 8.4.CX

Cainhoy
Cainhoy Historic DistrictNR

On the North side of the Wando River  
at the South end of CountyRoad
S-8-26
The Cainhoy Historic District, while  
listed for its collection of buildings  
that date from the 18th to the 20th  
centuries, it also derivessignificance

program of the  United States 
government designed  to train and 
educate formerly enslavedpersonson 
the South Carolina  sea islands in order 
to prove their  effectiveness as free 
laborers. The house itself served as a 
residence for missionaries, teachers,  
and administrators associated with  
the Port Royal Experiment. These  
included Charles Ware of Boston,
a labor superintendent for Seaside  
Plantation; Richard Soule, General  
Superintendent of the Port Royal  
Experiment for St. Helena Island and  
Ladies Island; and Charlotte Forten,  
missionary, teacher, andmember
of a prominent African American  
abolitionist family in Philadelphia.
http://www.nationalregister.sc.g
ov/beaufort/S10817707027/inde
x.htm

SI: 2.G.3,  4.5.P, 4.5.CX, 4.5.CC, 4.5.E, 
5.4.CE, 5.4.CC, 8.3.P, 8.4.CX,  
USHC.2.CX, USHC.2.CC, USHC.2.E, 
USHC.3.CX, USHC.3.E, USHC.3.CE
STA: TA-ANTE-2; SLP:LP-MTP-2

Robert Simmons House NR  

On unpaved road, 0.5 mile south of  
US Highway21
This house was built c. 1910 by Robert  
Simmons, an African American farmer.  
The house is a rare surviving example  
of a double pen house, a vernacular  
architectural form once common on  
St. Helena Island. Double pen houses  
had two rooms side-by-side, each  
usually measuring approximately  
sixteen by sixteen feet. The house has  
been enlarged, but the original core is  
still distinguishable. 
http://www.nationalregister.sc.gov/
beaufort/S10817707044/index.htm

SI: K.CG.1, K.CG.2, K.CG.3
5.4.CC, 5.4.E, USHC.2.CX, USHC.2.CC, 
USHC.2.E, USHC.3.CX, USHC.3.E

Building, PennCenter
Front After Union occupation of the  
sea islands in 1861, two northerners,  
Laura Towne and Ellen Murray, came  
to help the freed blacks of this area,  
establishing Penn School here in 1862.  
The earliest known black teacher was  
Charlotte Forten, who traveled all the  
way from Massachusetts to help her  
people.

Back One of the first schools for  
blacks in the South, Penn School  
opened in 1862 and was reorganized  
as Penn Normal, Industrial and  
Agricultural School in 1901. As a result  
of this change, whichincorporated

principles of education found at both  
Tuskegee and Hampton Institutes,  
Penn became an international model.  
Its program was removed to the  
Beaufort County school system in  
1948.
ErectedbythePennClubandtheS.C.
Departmentof Parks,Recreation,and
Tourism,1981

Seaside PlantationNR

Off County Road 77 (Seaside Road)  
near its junction with Secondary Road37
The house at Seaside Plantation was  
built c. 1795 for the Fripp family. By  
1850,the plantation produced 22,000  
pounds of Sea Island cotton annually  
through the work of 120enslaved 
African Americans. With the 
impending conquest of St. Helena Island 
by Union troops, the  Fripp family fled 
the island. Beginning  in 1862, Seaside 
Plantationbecamea center of activity 
for the PortRoyal Experiment, a 
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SI: 2.G.3, 4.5.P, 4.5.CX, 4.5.CC, 4.5.E, 
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from its association with black history  
and Reconstruction politics. During  
the heated gubernatorialelection
of 1876, which eventually led to the  
end of Reconstruction, a political  
meeting between blacks and whites  
dissolved into violence resulting in  the 
Cainhoy massacre. Seven men  were 
killed and 16 wounded in the  conflict. 
This incident was unusual  among 
Reconstruction-era racial  
confrontations in South Carolina  
because the black groupwon.
http://www.nationalregister.sc.gov/
berkeley/S10817708003/index.htm

SI: 1.G.4, 8.3.P, USHC.2.CX, USHC.2.CC, 
USHC.2.E, USHC.3.CX, USHC.3.E                   
STA:TA-MTP-5

GooseCreek
Casey (Caice)HM

At the intersection of SC Highways 52  
(Old Moncks Corner Road) and 176  
(StateRoad)
Front This African-American  
community grew up around a  
Methodist church founded during  
Reconstruction by a freedman named  
Casey or Caice. Its early services were  
under a tent, but a log cabin served  as 
its first permanent church. In 1868
T.W. Lewis and other trustees bought  
a 25-acre tract between S.C. Hwys.  
176 and 52. After a frame church  
replaced the cabin, Rev. William  Evans 
(1822-1887) became the first  
permanent ordained minister at Casey  
MethodistChurch.

Back Casey Methodist Church was  
destroyed by arson in 1977; the  
adjacent cemetery is all that remains.  
Casey School, a three-room frame  
school built next to the church in the  
1930s, taught area children in grades  
1-7 until it burned in 1966. The Goose  
Creek Branch of the Berkeley County  
Public Library was built on the site
in 1991. The Casey Fellowship Hall,  
across Moncks Corner Road fromthe
church, was also a vital institution in  
the Casey community for many years.  
Erected by the City of Goose Creek,  

2006

SI4.5.P, 4.5.CC, 5.4.CC, 8.3.P, 8.4.CX

French HuguenotPlantation
At the intersection of SC Highways52

(OldMoncksCornerRoad)and176

(StateRoad)HM

Front AbrahamFleury,sometimes
calledAbrahamFleurySieurDeLa
Plaine,settledhereabout1680.
He was one of the first French  
Huguenot planters in Carolina. The  
Huguenots, Protestants who escaped  
the persecution of Catholic France,  
immigrated with encouragement from  
the Lords Proprietors, who promised  
them opportunity and religious  
freedom. They later assimilated into  
the predominantly Anglican society of  
the lowcountry.
Back Freedman's Plantation  
This tract was often called Cherry  
Hill after it was merged into that
plantation before the Revolution. In  
1858 freedman and planter Lamb  
Stevens (1766?-1868) added it to his  
extensive holdings. Stevens, born into  
slavery in N.C., later purchased his  
freedom and moved to S.C. He owned  
as many as 30 slaves, some of them  
relatives he bought in order to protect  
them and their families. Lamb died in  
1868 at the age of 102.
Erected by the City of Goose Creek,  
2010

SI:. 1.G.3, 3.4.3.AG

Howe Hall Plantation HM  

at Dogwood Park, 460 Liberty Hill  
Road
Front Howe Hall Plantation, an inland  
rice plantation, wasestablished
here by Robert Howe, who came  
to S.C. in 1683. His first house here  
was later described asάǘƻƭŜǊŀōƭŜΦέ
IƻǿŜΩǎ ǎƻƴ Job (d. 1706) built a brick  
plantation house here once described  
as άŎƻƳƳƻŘƛƻǳǎέ but spent most of  
his time in Charleston. Howe served  in 
the Commons House of Assembly  
1696-1706 and was Speaker 1700-05.  
He died yellow fever in 1706.

Back HoweHall
Howe Hall Plantation was later  
purchased by several planters,  
including Thomas Middleton in 1719  
and Benjamin Smith in 1769.By
the late antebellum period James  
Vidal owned it and other nearby  
plantations. During Reconstruction  
Vidal sold parcels to African American  
societies and to individualfreedmen.

This area became an African American  
farming community for manyyears.
Dogwood Park was created here  
by the Goose Creek Recreation  
Commission in 1990.
Erected by the Goose Creek Recreation  
Commission,2007

SI: 2.CG.1, 5.2.E
SLP:LP-MTP-2

Howe Hall PlantationHM

at the Howe Hall AIMS Elementary  
School, 115 Howe Hall Road
Front Howe Hall Plantation was  
established here by Robert Howe  
about 1683 and passed to his son  
Job Howe (d. 1706), Speaker of the  
Commons House of Assembly1700-
05. Later owned by such prominent  
lowcountry families as the Middletons  
and Smiths, it was owned by James  
Vidal before the Civil War. During  
Reconstruction Vidal soldparcels
to African American societies and  
individual freedmen for smallfarms.

Back Howe Hall Elementary School  
Howe Hall became an African  
American community made up of  
small family farms in the 1870s. It  was 
ƴƛŎƪƴŀƳŜŘ άIƻƎ Iŀƭƭέ by locals  who 
ōŜƭƛǘǘƭŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀΩǎ lower status  when 
compared to the old plantation.  Howe 
Hall Elementary School, serving  grades 
1-8, consolidated several local  black 
schools and was built here in  1954. 
Integrated in 1967, it has been  Howe 
Hall AIMS (Arts InfusedMagnet
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School) Elementary since 2002.  
Erected by the City of Goose Creek,  
2007

SI: 2.CG.1, 5.2.E
STA:TA-MAJC-2

Moncks Corner
Berkeley Training HighSchool
HM
320 No. Live OakDrive
Front Berkeley Training High School,  
located here from 1955 to 1970,  
replaced a four-room wood frame  
school 1 mi. South at Main St. and  
Old U.S. Hwy. 52. That school, built  in 
1918-1920 at a cost of $6,700, had  
been partially funded by the Julius
Rosenwald Foundation. The new brick  
school, built here in 1955 at a cost
of almost $400,000, opened with an  
enrollment of morethan
500 students in grades  
8-12.
BackJoseph H.  
Jefferson, Sr. (1919-
1983) was the only  
principal of Berkeley  
Training High School at  
this location, from 1955  
to 1970. By the 1964-65  
school year this school  
reached its peakof
723 students in grades  
8-12. Its enrollment was  
reduced to grades9-12
in 1965-66 and then to  
grades 10-12 in1968-69.
Berkeley Training High 
School closed  in 1970 after 
the desegregation of  Berkeley County
schools.
Erected by the Berkeley Training High  
School Alumni Association,2010

SI: K-H.2, 4.5.E, 4.5.CC, 5.4.CE, 
5.4.CC, 8.5.CX, USHC.5.CC, USHC.5.E

Cherry Hill Classroom  
Historic District HM  

1386 Cherry Hill Road
Front This school was built ca. 1876  
on land donated by John Campbell for  
a building that would serve as both a  
school for African Americanstudents

and as a church for the Cherry Hill  
community. A one-room school for  
grades 1-6 with Aaron Cooper and St.  
Julian Middleton as its first teachers,  
it became a public school within the  
Berkeley County school district in the  
early 20thcentury.
Back By the 1920s attendance here  
had grown enough to require a one-
room addition, which was built on  
land donated by Mary Ann Cooper.  
Daisy Pasley and Pansy Cooper were  
the first teachers in the expanded  
school. The school closed after the  
1954-55 school year, when many  
rural schools in Berkeley County were  
consolidated. It was rededicatedas
Cherry Hill Community Center in 2011.  
Sponsored by Cherry Hill Community  
Center,2014

SI: 4.5.P, 4.5.CX, 4.5.CC, 4.5.E, 
5.4.CC, 8.3.P, 8.4.CX, 8.4.CC, 8.5.CO, 
8.5.CX, USHC.2.CX, USHC.2.CC, 
USHC.2.E, USHC.3.CX, USHC.3.E

Cooper River  
Historic DistrictNR

Along the East and West branchesof
the CooperRiver
The Cooper River Historic District  
includes approximately 30,020 acres  
along the East and West branches of  
the River. The district is significant  
for its association with the African  
American experience in lowcountry  
South Carolina. Enslaved people
cleared  forests to carve plantations 
out of  the wilderness; grew, 
harvested,and processed cash and 
subsistence crops  and raised 
livestock; and performed  countless 
domestic servicesfor theirenslavers, 
all of which madetheplantation

system possible. Historic  buildings and 
landscape features  such as rice fields, 
roads, avenues,  and cemeteries are 
tangible evidence  of the rice 
plantation economy and  the work of 
thousands of enslaved African 
Americans who were forced to 
providedthe labor force for the 
plantations. In addition, the  
archaeological evidence of slave  
houses, streets, and settlementshas
the potential to providenew insights
into the lifewaysof enslavedAfrican
Americans.
http://www .nationalregister.sc.gov
/berkeley/S10817708004/index.htm

SI:8.3.P

Dixie Training School HM  

Intersection of Main Street and old  
US Highway 52North
Front Berkeley Training HighSchool
first called Dixie Training School, stood  
here from 1920 until  the 1980s. The 
first  public school for blacks  in Moncks 
Corner was  founded in 1880. It held  
classes in local churches  until its first
schoolwas built in 1900. The  three-
room school  built here 1918-1920  at a 
cost of $6,700 was  one of almost 500
in S.C. funded in part bythe Julius 
Rosenwald  Foundation1917-1932.

Back Berkeley Training High School  
Rev. James Van Wright led a local  
effort to fund and build the school,  
with its slogan ά! Dollar or A 5ŀȅΦέ  
Rev. Harleston, the first principal,  
was succeeded in 1921 by R.A. Ready  
(d. 1952), principal for 29 years. The  
school, at first including grades1-11,
became Berkeley Training High School  
in the 1930s. It moved into a new  
school on U.S. Hwy. 17 in 1955 and  
closed in 1970 when county schools  
desegregated.
Erected by the Alumni and Friends of  
Berkeley Training High School,2006

SI: K.G.2, K.CG.1, K.CG.2, 
K.CG.3, 5.4.CC, 5.4.E
STA: TA-MAJC-2

27

Flooding a Rice Field at High Tide

MAJC

MAJC

ANTE

CRM

33

http://www.nationalregister.sc.gov/berkeley/S10817708004/index.htm


Fort  Motte Vi cinity  
Mount Pleasant  Baptist Church

HM

At the church, SC Highway419,
FortMotte
Front The first church built by  African 
Americans at Fort Motte  grew out of 
services held by slaves  at nearby 
Bellville, Goshen,LangSyne, and 
Oakland plantations. It was  formally 
organized in 1867 by Caleb  Bartley, 
Israel Cheeseborough, Cudjo  
Cunningham, Anderson Keitt, William  
McCrae, John Spann, and Harry
Stuart.

BackRev. S.A. Evans, the first  minister, 
was succeeded by Rev.  Henry Duncan, 
who served until his  death in 1905. The 
sanctuary, built in  1869 on land donated 
by AugustusT. and Louisa McCord 
Smythe,  was remodeled in the 1970s 
and  the 1990s. Mount Pleasant School  
educated students here from the  1870s 
into the1920s.
Erected by the Congregation and the  
United Family Reunion,2002

SI: 2.G.3, 2.CG.1, 5.2.E

Adams RunVicinity
King CemeteryNR

Near junction of US Highway 17 and  
S-19-38
The King Cemetery, which was  named 
for a nineteenth century  plantation 
owner, is thought to have been used 
by ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀΩǎ !ŦǊƛŎŀƴ American 
community sinceat least the late 
antebellum period. It contains at least 
183 graves. Oral history documents the 
extensive use of the graveyard during 
slavery and  continuing into the first 
half of the  twentieth century. The 
cemetery is  a good example of a
Lowcountry  African American 
cemetery, typically  associated with a 
plantation and reflecting the 
continuation of burial  rituals and 
patterns originating during
enslavement. Distinctive
characteristics  include the placing of 
gravegoods-personal items of the
deceased- on graves and the use of

plant materials. Although relatively few  
burial goods are visible on the surface,  
archaeological investigations have  
shown that they are found slightly  
below grade, having beencovered
by recent buildupof soils. During the  
spring, the cemetery isdominated
by massive banks of daffodils and  
snowflakes with yucca plants marking  
individualgraves.
http://www.nationalregister.sc.gov/
charleston/S10817710169/index.htm

SI: 2.CG.1, 5.2.E

STA:TA-MTP-6

Charleston  
Aiken-Rhett House  
Slave Quarters NR  

48 ElizabethStreet
The Aiken-Rhett House was  originally 
constructed c. 1817. In the  1830s,
William Aiken Jr., a wealthy  rice 
planter, and his wife Harriet  
remodeled the main residence and  
enlarged the outbuildings. By the  
1850s,Aiken enslavedmore than 700  
peopleon his rice plantation while  
approximately 12highly-
skilled enslaved people
maintained  this mansion in 
the city. The enslaved 
African  Americans at the 
Aiken-Rhett House 
included  Ann Greggs and 
her son Henry; Sambo and 
Dorcas  Richardson and
theirchildren; Charles; 
Rachael; Victoria;Elizabeth 
and  Julia; CharlesJackson;
Anthony Barnwell; and  
two carpenters,Will
and Jacob. Their forced labor included 
being household  servants τbutlers, 
maids, nurses,  chambermaids, and 
cooks τand  those who worked in 
the yard τcarriage drivers, 
gardeners,  carpenters, and 
stablemen. They  lived and worked in 
the backlot of the house, which still 
includes a  paved work yard, a 
carriage house,  a kitchen, privies, 
and second floor  slave quarters. The
enslavedsleptin rooms arranged 
dormitory style above the kitchen and 
stable and probably ate communally 
in the kitchen. The  Aiken-Rhett 
House is listed individually and is 
included in the Charleston Historic 
District. HistoricCharleston

Foundation operates the complex as  
a museum. For more information,  
see: 
https://www.historiccharleston.or
g/house-museums/aiken-rhett-
house/

SI: 2.G.3, 2.CG.1, 5.2.E                                           
SLP:LP-MTP-2

Avery Institute NR

125 BullStreet
Avery Institute originated in the  
Saxton School, which was founded  
by Francis L. Cardoza in 1865 asa
school for African American students.  
Cardoza was born free in Charleston  in 
1837 and earned a four-year degree  at 
the University of Glasgow. He  
continued his studies at seminaries in  
Edinburgh and London. After serving  
briefly as a Presbyterian pastor,  
Cardoza volunteered his services to  
the American Missionary Association  
as a teacher. In response to /ŀǊŘƻȊŀΩǎ  
appeal for a secondary school for  
advanced students, the American  
Missionary Association purchaseda

lot on Bull Street and constructed this  
three-story brick building c.1868. The  
CǊŜŜŘƳŀƴΩǎ Bureau and the estate
of northern philanthropist Charles  
Avery also contributed to the school.  
By 1880,Avery Institute had almost  
500 students who were taughtby
an integrated staff including both  
Charlestonians and northerners.  
The training of teachers was one of  
the main goals of the school, which  
achieved a reputation of academic
excellence. Many of South /ŀǊƻƭƛƴŀΩǎ  
most prominent African American  
leaders received their education here.  
By 1947,Avery became a public school,  
which closed its doors in 1954.Avery
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Institute is included in the Charleston  
Historic District. Today, the building  
houses the Avery Research Center for  
African American History and Culture 
based at the College of Charleston.             
Learn more about the Avery  Research 
Center at -https://avery.cofc.edu/.
http://www.nationalregister.sc.gov/ch
arleston/S10817710004/index_2.htm

Burke High SchoolHM

144 PresidentStreet
Front This school, founded in 1910,  
was the first public high school for  
African-Americans in Charleston. It  
succeeded the Charleston Normal &  
Industrial School, a private school at  
Bogard & Kracke Streets, which had  
been founded in 1894 by Rev.John
L. Dart. The new Charleston Colored  
& Industrial School, built hereat
President and Fishburne Streets by the  
City of Charleston, opened in January  
1911 with 375students.
BackDavid Hill became the first  
African-American principal in 1919.  
The school was renamed Burke  
Industrial School in 1921 in memoryof
J.E. Burke, vice chairman of the public  
school board. By 1930 Burke, with  
1,000 students, had a full elementary  
and high school curriculum in addition  
to its vocational curriculum. Burke  
merged with Avery HighSchool
in 1954, was accredited, and was  
renamed Burke High School, in a new  
complex on this site. It was rebuilt in  
2005.
http://ldhi.library.cofc.edu/exhibits
/show/history_burke_high_school
Erected by the Burke High School  
Foundation, Inc.,2010

SI: K.G.2, K.CG.1, K.CG.2, K.CG.3,
5.4.E, 5.4.CC, USHC.5.CC 
SLP:LP-MTP-4
STA:TA-MAJC-13

Calvary Episcopal ChurchHM

104-106 LineStreet

Front This church, located on  
Beaufain Street for 91 years, was  
organized in 1847 to give free blacks  
and slaves in antebellum Charleston  a 
separate Episcopal congregation of  
their own. The Rev. Paul Trapier was  
its first minister, and the church met  
in the {ǘΦ tƘƛƭƛǇΩǎ Episcopal Church  
parsonage, then in Temperance Hall,  
before acquiring a lot at the corner of  
Beaufain and WilsonStreets.
Back A stuccoed brick church on  
Beaufain Street was completed  
and consecrated in 1849. In 1940
Charleston Housing Authority bought  
the historic church and lot to build  
the Robert Mills Manor housing  
project. The congregation bought  this 
lot on Line Street from the city  and 
dedicated this sanctuary in 1942.
Three African-American cemeteries  
have been on this site: one ά/ƻƭƻǊŜŘΣέ  
one Baptist, and CalvaryEpiscopal.
Erected by the Congregation,2010

Cannon Street HospitalHM

135 CannonStreet
Front Cannon Street Hospital,  
established here in 1897, served the  
African-American community of  
Charleston until 1959. Officially the  
Hospital andTraining
School for Nurses, it  
occupied a three-story  
brick building  
constructedca.
1800. Dr. Alonzo C.  
McClennan (1855-
1912), then one of only  
six black physicians in  
Charleston, was one of  
its founders and also  
edited TheHospital
Herald 1898-1900.  
BackMcClennan-
BanksMemorial
Hospital By 1956 Dr. Thomas C.  
McFall, director of the Cannon  Street 
Hospital, led a campaign to  build a 
new hospital. McClennan-Banks 
Memorial Hospital, which  opened on 
Courtenay Street in 1959,  was 
named for Dr. McClennan and  Anna 
DeCosta Banks (1869-1930),  first 
head nurse of the CannonStreet

Hospital. The old hospital here was  
torn down in 1961; the new hospital  
closed at the end of 1976 and was  
torn down in 2004.
Erected by the Waring Historical  
Library, Medical University of South  
Carolina, and the Avery Research  
Center for African American History  
and Culture, College of Charleston,  
2010

Centenary United Methodist  
ChurchNR

60 Wentworth Street
Centenary United Methodist Church  
was built in 1842 and was originally  
the home of the Second Baptist  
Church. In 1866, the African American  
members of Trinity Methodist Church  
left that church andpurchased
this building from the Baptistsfor
$20,000 in gold. The Centenary  
congregation included many  members 
of /ƘŀǊƭŜǎǘƻƴΩǎ African  American 
upper class including the  Westons, 
Wilsons, Johnsons, Millses,  Browns,
Sasportases, Hamptons,  McKinlays, 
Ransiers, Holloways, Ryans, and 
Wigfalls. These were  among the 
wealthiest black families in Charleston. 
In the twentieth century, Septima
PoinsetteClark,prominent

African American educator and  
leader in the National Association  
for the Advancement of Colored
People(N.A.A.C.P.), wasamemberof
CentenaryUnited Methodist Church.
Shelater directedcitizenshipschools
for Dr. Martin LutherYƛƴƎΩǎSouthern
ChristianLeadershipConference. The
churchisincludedin the Charleston
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Historic District. 
http://www.nationalregister.sc.gov/ch
arleston/S10817710004/index_5.htm

Central Baptist ChurchNR

26 RadcliffeStreet
Central Baptist Church is said to be the  
first church in Charleston designed,  
built, and paid for solely by African

Americans. It was designed byJohn
P. Hutchinson and built in 1891 by  
members of the congregation, which  
was organized by a group from Morris  
Street Baptist Church. The wood  frame 
church is an example of the  Carpenter 
Gothic style of architecture,  which 
features a square tower topped  by an 
octagonal belfry. Theinterior
is distinguished by folk art murals  
depicting the life of Christ. The murals  
were painted between 1912 and  1915 
by Amohamed Milai, a native of  India. 
A member of the congregation  met 
Milai, who was working in  
Washington, D.C., at a church  
convention in Greenville. The murals  
depict the Procession to Golgotha,  the 
Crucifixion, the burial scene,Mary
Magdalene at the sepulchre, Peter and  
the other disciple, the empty tomb,  
and Cleopas and another disciple on  
the road to Emmaus. The altarpiece  
depicts the Baptism of Christ, while in  
the apse is the Ascension, and in the  
gable above is the Resurrection.
https://www.nps.gov/places/central-
baptist-church.htm

Emanuel A.M.E. ChurchNR

110 CalhounStreet

The congregation of Emanuel African  
Methodist Episcopal Church was  re-
organized in 1865 with Rev.Richard
H. Cain as its pastor. The church  was 
established in 1818 with 3 circuit 
churches  that were banned after the 
Denmark  Vesey freedom plot in 1822.  
Vesey was a member. Under /ŀƛƴΩǎ 
leadership, Mother Emanuel Ψǎ
congregation purchased this lot on 
Calhoun Street and constructed a 
wooden building that was destroyed 
during the 1886 earthquake. The 
current  Gothic Revival structure was 
completed in 1891. /ƘŀǊƭŜǎǘƻƴΩǎ two 
other  major A.M.E. churches τ
Morris  Brown  and Mt. Zionτ
were organized from  Emanuel. 

Cigar FactoryHM

701 East BayStreet
Front This five-story commercial  
building, built ca. 1882 as a textile  
mill, was known as the Charleston  
Manufacturing Company, then  
Charleston Cotton Mills, in its early  
years. Leased to the American  
Tobacco Company in 1903, the plant  
was sold to that company in 1912.  
Popularly called άǘƘŜ Cigar CŀŎǘƻǊȅΣέ  
it produced cigars such as Cremo  
and Roi-Tan until it closed in 1973.  
The Cigar Factory was listed inthe
National Register of Historic Places in  
1980.
Back ά²Ŝ ShallhǾŜǊŎƻƳŜέ
By the end of World War II the  
factory employed 1,400 workers, 900  
of them black women. In October  
1945, 1,200 workers walked outover
discrimination and low wages. Strikers  
sang the gospel hymn άLΩƭƭ Overcome  
{ƻƳŜŘŀȅΦέ Later revised as ά²Ŝ Shall  
hǾŜǊŎƻƳŜΣέ it would become the  
anthem of the Civil Rights Movement.  
The strike ended in March 1946 with  a 
settlement giving workers raises and  
promising bettertreatment.
Sponsored by the Preservation Society  
of Charleston,2013
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USHC.2.E, USHC.3.CX, USHC.3.E
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SI: K.G.2, K.CG.1, K.CG.2, K.CG.3
5.4.CC, 5.4.E, USHC.3.CE, USHC.3.CX, 
USHC.3.E, USHC.3.CE, USHC.3.E

SI: 4.5.P, 4.5.CX, 4.5.CC, 4.5.E,5.4.CC, 
8.3.P, 8.4.CX, 8.4.CC,8.8.5.CO, 
8.5.CO, 8.5CX, USHC.2.CX, USHC.2.CC, 
USHC.2.E, USHC.3.CX, USHC.3.E, 
USHC.4.CX, USHC.4.E    
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SI: K.G.2, K.CG.1, K.CG.2, K.CG.3,
5.4.CC, 5.4.E                                                                                                                
STA: TA-MTP-2, TA-MTP-8
SLP:LP-CWR-2

On Wed., June 17, 2015, the 
congregation and city were 
shattered when a gunman killed 
9 members at the end of Bible 
study, including the pastor, 
attempting to start a race war. 
The pastor, the Rev. Sen. 
ClementaPinckney, had warmly 
welcomed the stranger and 
asked him to join them. A total 
of 5 survived the massacre.

A  visitor  placed  this  floral  arrangement  at  
the  front  of  Mother  Emanuel  A.M.E.  
Church  in  July  2015  in  memory  of   the  9 
members  who  were  killed  while  at  Bible 
study.              Photo by A.M. Shinault-Small
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Harmon FieldHM

President Street at Fishburne Street  
Front Harmon Field, established in  
1927, was one of many parks across  
the country created with support  
from the Harmon Foundation, a  
national philanthropic organization.  
Though dedicated to the άwŜŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴ  
of !ƭƭΣέ state law mandated the  racial 
segregation of public parks  and 
Harmon Field remained a facility  for 
African Americans until it was  
desegregated in 1964. Amongother
uses, the park was a venue for games  
played by amateur and semi-pro  
baseballteams.
Back Cannon StreetAll-Stars
In 1953 the Cannon St. YMCA  
established the first AfricanAmerican

Little League in S.C. and played games  
at Harmon Field. In 1955 the Cannon  
St. YMCA entered a team in the state  
Little League tournament. Rather than  
integrate, white teams boycotted and  
the Cannon St. All-Stars were state  
champions by forfeit. The All-Stars  
were invited to the Little League  
World Series, but not allowed to  
compete.
Sponsored by the City of Charleston,  
2014

See this Oct. 2020 article in which 2 of 
the All-Stars discuss their experiences  
from 65 years earlier: 
https://www.postandcourier.com/colum
nists/sapakoff-cannon-street-all-stars-
racial-opportunity-message-65-years-
later/article_065af5dc-1151-11eb-8fed-
37c46b81b7f0.html

SI: 4.5.CC, 4.5.E, 8.5.CO
USHC.4.P, USHC.4.CX, USHC.4.E
STA:TA-CRM-7

Richard Holloway HousesNR

221 CalhounStreet, 96 Smith Street,
and72Pitt Street
Richard Holloway was a prominent  
member of /ƘŀǊƭŜǎǘƻƴΩǎ large free  
African American population in the  
early nineteenth century. Holloway  
was a highly skilled carpenter and  
landlord who lived on BeaufainStreet 
but owned more than twenty  houses 
around the city whenhedied in 1823. 
He was also a member of the elite 
Brown Fellowship Society and a 
founder ƻŦ ǘƘŜ aƛƴƻǊΩǎ aƻǊŀƭƛǎǘ  
Society, organized to educatepoor or 
orphaned black children. Holloway  
was a lay preacher in the Methodist  
Episcopal Church and traveledasfar as 
Savannah preaching to enslaved 
communities.  Several of the houses 
constructed and  owned by Holloway

remain standing  in the city including the 
houses at 221  Calhoun Street, 96 Smith 
Street, and 72 Pitt Street. He built the
Charleston single house at 221 Calhoun 
Street c.  1814. About the same time, he 
built a similar house at 96 Smith Street. 
The house at 72 Pitt Street was 
constructed by Holloway around 1827. 
The houses, which ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅ IƻƭƭƻǿŀȅΩǎ 
skill as a designer and builder, are  
included in the Charleston Historic 
District.

SI: 8.5.CX
STA:TA-ANTE-3

Holy Trinity Reformed  
Episcopal Church NR  

51 BullStreet
Holy Trinity Reformed Episcopal  
Church is a simple wooden building,  
which was constructed c. 1880. The  
congregation was formed in 1875 by 
members who withdrew from
Calvary Protestant Episcopal Church,  
which was a mission of the Protestant  
Episcopal Diocese and directed by a  
white deacon. The group wanted to form 
its own church and decided to apply for 
admission to the Reformed  Episcopal 
denomination. The congregation 
worshiped in several  locations before 
constructing this building. The Reformed 
Episcopal  Church had been organized in 
New  York City in 1873 by a bishop who  
withdrew from the Protestant Episcopal 
Church after a dispute over ritual and 
doctrine. The denomination  appealed to 
some African Americans in the South who 
had become  frustrated with their 
treatmentbythe Protestant Episcopal 
Church.HolyTrinity Reformed Episcopal 
Church is included inthe Charleston 
Historic  District.

SI:K.G.2, K.CG.1, K.CG.2, K.CG.3,                     
5.4.CC, 5.4.E
SLP:LP-CWR-2
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CannonStreet All-Stars, 1955
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so much that it became too large for  one minister. 
The pastor, Rev. Norman  Bascom Sterrett, 
developed a plan to  divide the congregation, and 
the old  Glebe Street Presbyterian Church  property 
was purchased for the new  church. In 1882 the Mt. 
Zion A.M.E.  Church was formed. Mt. Zion A.M.E.  
Church is included in the Charleston  Historic 
District. 
http://www.nationalregister.sc.gov/charleston/
S10817710004/pages/S10817710004066.htm

Old Bethel United  
Methodist Church NR  

222 CalhounStreet

Hospital Strike of 1969HM

AshleyAvenue
Front Civil rights marches on Ashley  
Ave. and elsewhere occurred during  
strikes at two hospitals from March  
20 to July 18, 1969. Workers,mostly
black women, cited unequal treatment  
and pay when they organized and  
walked out of the Medical College  
Hospital (MCH) on Doughty St. and  
Charleston County Hospital(CCH)
on Calhoun St.Some picketers were  
arrested, the state of S.C. refused to  
sanction a union, and talks stalled.  
Back The Southern Christian  
Leadership Conference joined the  
strike in its first major campaign since  
the death of Martin Luther King,Jr.
Protests were marred by violence,  
and Gov. Robert McNair called out  
the National Guard and set a curfew.  
In May YƛƴƎΩǎ widow Coretta Scott  
King led 5,000 marchers down Ashley  
Ave. A settlement at MCH in June and  
CCH in July gave workers raises and  
promised better treatment.
Sponsored by the Preservation Society  
of Charleston,2013

SI: 4.5.CC, 4.5.E, 8.5.CO, USHC.4.P,                               
USHC.4.CX, USHC.4.E

Kress BuildingHM

281 KingStreet
Front This three-story Art Deco  
building, built in 1930-31 was a 5-and  
10-cent store owned by S.H.Kress
& Co. until 1980. Kress, with about  
400 American stores, designed its  
own buildings. This store features a  
yellow brick facade with colorful and  
decorative glazed terracotta details  
typical of YǊŜǎǎΩǎ Art Decodesigns.
A 1941 two-story addition faces  
Wentworth Street. McCrory Stores  
bought this building in 1980, operating  
it under the Kress name until 1992.
Back Civil RightsSit-Ins
On April 1, 1960, the lunch counter  
here and those at the ²ƻƻƭǿƻǊǘƘΩǎ  
and W.T. DǊŀƴǘΩǎ ǎǘƻǊŜǎ on King St.  
were the targets of the ŎƛǘȅΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ civil  
ǊƛƎƘǘǎ άǎƛǘ-ƛƴΦέ Black students from  
Burke High School were denied service  
but refused to leave. Arrested for  
trespassing, they were later convicted  
and fined. This youth-led protest was  
the beginning of a broader civil rights  
movement in Charleston.
Sponsored by the PreservationSociety

of Charleston,2013

Maryville HM

At Emmanuel A.M.E. Church, corner  
of SC Highway 61 and 5th Avenue  
The town of Maryville,chartered
in 1886, included the site of the  
original English settlement in S.C. and  
the plantation owned by the Lords  
Proprietors 1670-99. When the old  
plantation was subdivided into lots and 
sold to local blacks in the 1880s,  they 
established a town named for  
educator and community leader Mary 
Mathews Just (d. 1902). Though  
Maryville was widely seen as a model  
of ōƭŀŎƪ άǎŜƭŦ-ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΣέ the S.C.  
General Assembly revoked the town  
charter in 1936.
Erected by the City of Charleston,  
1999

Mt. Zion A.M.E. ChurchNR

7 GlebeStreet
Designed by Edward C. Jones, this  
building was constructed in 1848  
for the Glebe Street Presbyterian  
congregation. In the 1880s , the  
building became the homeof
the Mt. Zion African Methodist  
Episcopal congregation, which was an  
outgrowth of Emanuel A.M.E. Church.  
By the early 1880s the congregation  
of Emanuel A.M.E. Church hadgrown
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Old Bethel MethodistChurch
222 Calhoun StreetHM

Front This church, built in 1797 in the  
meetinghouse form, was dedicated in  
1798 and completed in 1809. It is the  
oldest Methodist church standing in  
Charleston. Originally at the corner
of Pitt and Calhoun Streets, Bethel  
Methodist Church was a congregation  
of white and black members, both  
free blacks and slaves. Many blacks  
left the church in 1833 during a  
dispute over seating. Though some  
later returned, many did not.
Back In 1852 the congregation moved  
this building west to face Calhoun  
Street, to make room for a new brick  
church, completed the next year. This  
church, called άhƭŘ .ŜǘƘŜƭΣέ was used  
for Sunday school before its black  
members acquired it in 1876. They

http://www.nationalregister.sc.gov/charleston/S10817710004/pages/S10817710004066.htm


Old Marine Hospital/  
Jenkins Orphanage NR/NHL  

20 FranklinStreet
This building, which was designed  
by Robert Mills, was constructedin
1833 for the care of sick and disabled  
seamen. After the Civil War, it became  
a school for African American children.  
From 1895 to 1939 the building was  
the home of JenkinsOrphanage,

Old Slave Mart NR

6 ChalmersStreet
After an 1856 Charleston ordinance  
ended the public sale of enslaved 
people,sales rooms, yards, or marts 
were created along Chalmers, State, and 
Queen Streets. Z.B. Oakes  purchased 
this property in 1859and constructed a 
shed with a roof supported by octagonal 
pillars for the sale of humans.The shed 
was part of wȅŀƴΩǎ aŀǊǘΣ a complex of 
buildings that included a yard enclosed
bya brick wall, a jail, a kitchen, and a 
morgue. Auctionsat the Old Slave Mart 
ended in 1863. In the1870s, the shed 
was altered for use as a tenement for 
black families and later an auto repair 
shop. From 1938 to the 1980s, the 
building housed a privately-owned 
museum of African and African 
American arts and crafts. The City of  
Charleston acquired the property in 
1988. The building is presently a 
museum that tellsthe story of 
/ƘŀǊƭŜǎǘƻƴΩǎ role in the slavetrade.
http://www.nationalregister.sc.gov/c
harleston/S10817710090/index.htm

established by Rev. Daniel J. Jenkins  
for African Americanchildren
who were orphans or had poor or  
disabled parents. Enrollment at the  
orphanage grew to include over 500  
children. In addition to this building,  
the orphanage included a 100-acre  
farm, a print shop, and a shoe repair  
shop. The Jenkins Orphanage Band,  
wearing uniforms discarded by the  
Citadel, performed throughout the  
country and in England raising money  
to support the orphanage. In 1973,the  
Old Marine Hospital wasdesignated
a National Historic Landmark as an  
outstanding example of the work of  
RobertMills.

Old Plymouth  
Congregational Church NR  

41-43 Pitt Street
The Old Plymouth Congregational  
Church is a Greek Revival style  
wooden building reminiscent of a 
New  England meeting house. The 
church  was constructed in 1872 by a
groupof African American 
worshipers who  had left the Circular 
Congregational  Church. By 1867,
they had formed the  Plymouth 
Congregational Church, which 
received support from the American  
Missionary Association. Led by white 
missionaries, ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǘƛƻƴ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ 
flourish in Charleston; by 1876 there 
were only 198 members. Old 
Plymouth Congregational Church is 
included in the Charleston Historic
District.

Jenkins OrphanageBand, c.1900

33Old Slart
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kept the name Old Bethel and moved  the 
church to this location in 1882. Old  Bethel 
Methodist Church was listed in  the National 
Register of Historic Places  in1975.
Erected by the Congregation,2011
http://www.nationalregister.sc.gov/c
harleston/S10817710089/index.htm

Left - Old  Slave  Mart                                             
From:
https://greenbookofsc.com/locations/o
ld-slave-mart/ t 
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visited in 1925, and Paul Robeson,  
a singer and activist, stayed here  
while campaigning for presidential
candidate Henry Wallace in 1948. In  
1957 the congregation moved to a  
new location one mile north on Spring  
Street.
Sponsored by the Avery Research  
Center for African American History  
and Culture,2014

Saint aŀǊƪΩǎ  
Episcopal Church NR  

16 ThomasStreet
St. aŀǊƪΩǎ Protestant Episcopal  
Church was organized in 1865

by Charlestonians who had been  
members of the free black elite of the  
antebellum period. The congregation  
included some of /ƘŀǊƭŜǎǘƻƴΩǎ most  
prominent African American families  
including the Walls, Maxwells,  
Mushingtons, Kinlochs, Elfes, Leslies,  
Dacostas, Greggs, Houstons, and  
Bosemans. The first ministers were  
white men, but the Rev.Thaddeus  
Saltus, an African American assistant  
minister at St. aŀǊƪΩǎΣ was ordained  
to the priesthood in 1881. Hewas
the first African American in South  
Carolina to be ordained in the  
Protestant Episcopal Church. The  
present church building was designed  
by Charleston architect Louis J. Barbot  
and constructed in 1878. The temple-
form structure features a pedimented  
portico with four Corinthian columns.  
The church also features ten large

Plymouth ChurchHM

41 Pitt Street, near intersection with  
BullStreet
Front In 1867 over 100 African  
Americans, most former members  
of the Circular Church, founded  
Plymouth Church, among the oldest
black Congregational Churches in the  
South. Plymouth is an example of the  
independent black churches formed  
at the dawn of emancipation. Early  
pastor Francis L. Cardozo was also  
involved in the operation of Avery  
Normal Institute, a school for black  
students. This Gothic Revival church  
building was completed in 1872.
Back Plymouth Parsonage  
Plymouth parsonage, built in 1886,  
was home to church leaders. Pastors  
who lived here were active in anti-
lynching and equal rights campaigns.  
Plymouth also hosted a number of  
prominent black figures. W.E.B. 
Du Bois, a founding NAACPmember,

windows with richly ornamented  
stained glass. St. aŀǊƪΩǎ 9ǇƛǎŎƻǇŀƭ  
Church is included in the Charleston  
HistoricDistrict.

John Schnierle Jr./Alonzo J.  
Ransier HouseNR

33 Pitt Street
This house was constructed by John  
Schnierle Jr. c. 1849. Schnierle, a lumber  
merchant, was ŜƭŜŎǘŜŘ /ƘŀǊƭŜǎǘƻƴΩǎ  
second German mayor. He lived in the  
house until his death in 1869. In 1869,  
33 Pitt Street became the home of  
Alonzo J. Ransier, who served inthe

state legislature(1868-
1870), aslieutenant
governor (1872), and  
in the U.S.House
of Representatives  
(1873-1875). Ransier,  
who may have been  
the son of Haitian  
immigrants, was born a  
free African American  
in Charleston in 1834.  
Before the Civil War he  
worked as a shipping  
clerk. As a politician  
during Reconstruction,  
Ransier arguedthat
the Republican party  
could meld analliance

between blacks and poor whites,  
and criticized railroad subsidies and  
political corruption. In additionto
holding political offices, Ransier was the  
associate editor of the South Carolina  
Leader and the secretary of the black-
owned Enterprise Railroad. Hewas
also a member of the Amateur Literary  
and Fraternal Association. Tragically,  
wŀƴǎƛŜǊΩǎ fortunes declined in the late  
1870s with the end of Reconstruction,  
and by 1880 he was living in a  
boardinghouse and working as a day  
laborer. The house is included in the  
Charleston HistoricDistrict.

TheParsonage/
Miss LȊŀǊŘΩǎ SchoolHM

5 and 7 tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎPlace
Front ά¢ƘŜ tŀǊǎƻƴŀƎŜΣέ ǘƘŜ home  
of Rev. James B. Middleton (1839-
1918), stood here at 5 Short Court  
(now tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ Place) until 1916.  
Middleton and his siblings, born  
slaves, were taught to read and  
write by their father, Rev. JamesC.
Middleton (1790-1889). After the Civil  
War the elder Middleton, his son Rev.  
Abram Middleton (1827-1901), and  
Rev. James B. Middleton organized  
and served as pastors of many
Methodist churches in the lowcountry.

34 Back This house, the home of the  
Frazer and Izard families, was built at  
7 Short Court (now tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ tƭŀŎŜύ  
by 1872. Anna Eliza Izard (1850-
1945), niece of Revs. James B. and  
Abram Middleton, was a graduate
of the Avery Normal Institute and  
taught school here for many years.  
Mamie Garvin Fields (1888-1987), a  
Middleton descendant, described life  
at 5 & 7 Short Court in Lemon Swamp  
and Other Places(1983).
Erected by the Avery Research Center  
for African American History and  
Culture,2004

SI: 8.5CX, USHC.3.CE, USHC.3.E

The Seizure of the Planter HM  

40 East Bay Street, Historic  
CharlestonFoundation
Front Early on May 13, 1862, Robert  
Smalls, an enslaved harborpilot
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aboard the Planter, seized the 149-ft.  
Confederate transport from a wharf  
just east of here. He and six enslaved  
crewmen took the vessel before  dawn, 
when its captain, pilot, and  engineer 
were ashore. Smalls guided  the ship 
through the channel, past  Fort Sumter, 
and out to sea, delivering  it to the 
Federal fleet which was  blockading the
harbor.
Back Northern and Southern  
newspapers called this feat άōƻƭŘέŀƴŘ  
άŘŀǊƛƴƎΦέ Smalls and his crew, a crew-
man on another ship, and eight other  
enslaved persons ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ {ƳŀƭƭǎΩǎ  
wife, Hannah, and three children, won  
their freedom by it. Smalls (1839-
1915) was appointed captain ofthe
U.S.S. PlanterbyaU.S. Armycontract
in 1863. A nativeof Beaufort,he was
later astatelegislatorandthenafive-
termU.S. Congressman.
Sponsored by Historic Charleston  
Foundation and the African American  
Historical Alliance, 2012

SI: 8.3.CE, USHC.2.CX, USHC.2.CC, 
USHC.2.E

James Simons Elementary  
SchoolHM

741 KingStreet
Front This school, built in 1919  
and designed by localarchitects
Benson & Barbot, was the fifth public  
elementary school in the city. It  
opened for the 1919-1920 school year  
with an enrollment of 600. In 1955  the 
Charleston Branch of the National  
Association for the Advancement of  
Colored People (NAACP) petitioned  
the Charleston school board to  
desegregate all public cityschools,

including thisone.
Back Desegregation of Charleston  Schools In 1960 nine parents, with  support 
from the NAACP, applied  for ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ǘǊŀƴǎŦŜǊ to four
white schools, including James Simons  Elementary School. Denied by the  board 
and on appeal, they sued in  federal court in 1962 and won their  case the next 
year. OnSeptember3, 1963, eleven black students  entered this school and 
MemmingerElementary School and Charleston and Rivers HighSchools.
Sponsored by the Preservation Society  of Charleston,2013

U.S. Courthouse and Post OfficeHM
U.S. Courthouse, 83 BroadStreet

Front This Renaissance Revival  building, opened in 1896, is notable  for its 
association with U.S. District  Judge J. Waties Waring (1880-1968).  Waring, a 
Charleston native who  served here 1942 to 1952, issued  some of the most 
important civil rights  rulings of the era. Briggs v. Elliott, the  first suit to challenge 
public school  segregation in the U.S., washeardhere before three judges on                            
May 28- 29,1951.

Back  Briggs V.Elliott
Thurgood Marshall and other  NAACP Legal Defense Fund lawyers  represented 
Harry and Eliza Briggs  and 19 other courageous parents from Clarendon County. 
In a bold  and vigorous dissent opposing the  prevailing doctrine of separatebut 
equal, Waring declared that  segregation άƳǳǎǘ go and must go now. 
Segregation is per seƛƴŜǉǳŀƭƛǘȅΦέThe U.S. Supreme Court followed  his analysis 
as a central part of its  groundbreaking decision in Brown v. Board of Education
(1954).Sponsored by the Charleston County  Bar Association,2014

SI: 5.4.CC, 5.4.E, 8.5.CX, 5.4.CE, USHC.5.CC, USHC.5.E
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U.S. Courthouseand Post Office

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Harry  Briggs                                     
From: 
https://americanhistory.si.edu/brown/history/4-
five/detail/harry -briggs.html
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Jonathan Jasper Wright  
Law Office HM

84 QueenStreet
Front Jonathan Jasper  
Wright (1840-1885), the first  
African American in the U.S.  
to sit as a justice on a state  
supreme court,practiced
law here from 1877 until his death  
in 1885. Wright, a native of Pa., was  
educated at Lancasterian Academy  
in Ithaca, N.Y. He came to S.C. in  
1865 as a teacher for theAmerican
Missionary Association and was later  
a legal advisor to freedmen for the  
CǊŜŜŘƳŜƴΩǎBureau.
Back Wright wrote that he hoped  to 
άǾƛƴŘƛŎŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ cause of the  
ŘƻǿƴǘǊƻŘŘŜƴΦέ He was a delegate to  
the S.C. constitutional convention of  
1868 and a state senator1868-70.
Wright, elected to the S.C. Supreme  
Court in 1870, resigned in 1877 due  to 
political pressure. After he left the  
bench he practiced law, helped Claflin  
College found its Law Department,  
and became its Chair in Law. He died  
of tuberculosis in 1885.
Sponsored by the S.C. Black Lawyers  
Association,2013
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Edisto Island
Edisto Island Baptist ChurchNR

1813 SC Highway174

The original core of Edisto Island  
Baptist Church was built in 1818 to  
serve ǘƘŜ ƛǎƭŀƴŘΩǎ white planters.  
Enslaved African Americans attended  
the church with their owners, and the  
original slave gallery still lines both  
sides of the sanctuary. After Edisto  
Island was occupied by Union troops  
during the Civil War, most of the white  
plantation families left the island. In  
1865 the trustees of the church turned  
it over to the black members.Edisto

Island Baptist Church has operated as  
an African American church since that  
time. Soon after 1865 an addition was  
made to the front of the church that  
doubled its size. Around 1880 a two-
story portico and a small square belfry  
were added to the front of the church.  
The grounds of the church also include  
an octagonal, subterranean baptismal  
pool made of tabby, which may date  to 
1818. Tabby is an early building  
material used primarily in coastal  
Georgia and South Carolina consisting  
of sand, lime, oyster shells, and water.  
The foundation of the original core of  
the church is of tabby construction. 
http://www.nationalregister.sc.gov/
charleston/S10817710117/index.htm

Hutchinson HouseNR

Point of PinesRoad
Built by Henry Hutchinson around the  
time of his marriage to Rosa Swinton  
in 1885, the Hutchinson House is the  
oldest intact house identified with  the 
African Americancommunity

on Edisto Island after the Civil War.  
Hutchinson was born a slave in 1860.  
According to local tradition, he built  
and operated, from c. 1900 to c.
1920, the first cotton gin owned by  
an African American on the island.
Hutchinson lived in this house until his  
death in 1940.
http://www.nationalregister.sc.gov/c
harleston/S10817710151/index.htm

SI:K.G.2, K.CG.1, K.CG.2, K.CG.3,                                     
5.4.CC, 5.4.E

Seaside SchoolNR

1097 SC Highway174
Seaside School, which was built c.  
1931, is reported to be the oldest  
African American school remaining  
on Edisto Island. This is at least the  
second building for Seaside School. In  
the first half of the twentieth century  
per-pupil expenditures in South  
Carolina were considerablylower
for blacks than whites. In 1922J.B.
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Felton,StateSupervisorfor Colored
Schools,found thatάƻƴƭȅabout ten
percentofcoloredschoolhousesare

ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘŀōƭŜΦέ [ƛƪŜ so many in South  
Carolina, the African American schools  
on Edisto Island were overcrowded. In  
1930,the Edisto Island school district  
was authorized to consolidate the  
Seaside and Central African American  
schools and erect a four-room  
Rosenwald building, based on an  
agreement that the άŎƻƭƻǊŜŘ people  
would raise the money for the lot
and as much as they could for desks  to 
equip ǘƘŜ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎΦέ Coming in the  
Great Depression, this requirement  
was beyond the capacity of the  
community. Seaside and Central were  
not consolidated, and the new Seaside  
School is a simple two-room building,  
constructed in accordancewith
/ƭŜƳǎƻƴΩǎ Extension Service Standards  
of 1907 and 1917. From 1931 until
the construction of a consolidated  
school in 1954, black residents of  
Edisto Island received their primary  
education in thisbuilding.
http://www.nationalregister.sc.g
ov/charleston/S10817710157/ind
ex.htm

SI: K.G.2, K.CG.1, K.CG.2, K.CG.3
5.4.CC, 5.4.E, USHC.4.P, USHC.4.CX, 
USHC.4.E

Folly Beach
Camp ƻŦ ²ƛƭŘΩǎ Ϧ!ŦǊƛŎŀƴ  
Bridage," 1863-1864 HM  

Folly Beach Community Center, 
55  CenterStreet
Front Folly Island was occupied by  
Union troops April 1863-February  
1865. Gen. Edward !Φ ²ƛƭŘΩǎ ά!ŦǊƛŎŀƴ  
.ǊƛƎŀŘŜέ camped nearby from  
November 1863 to February1864.
The two regiments in ²ƛƭŘΩǎbrigade

werethe 55th Massachusetts,made
up largelyof freeblacks,andthe 1st
NorthCarolina,madeupof former

slaves.
BackA cemetery  
was laid out nearby  
for soldiers in ²ƛƭŘΩǎ  
Brigade who died  
here in1863-64.
Most graves were  
removed after the  
war. In 1987 relic  
hunters discovered  
additional graves  
of U.S.Colored
Troops. In1987-
88archaeologists

removed 19 burials and published  
their findings. These soldiers were  
reburied with full military honors at  
Beaufort National Cemetery in May  
1989.
Erected by The Friends of the 55th  
Massachusetts,2010

SLP:LP-CWR-4

Folly North SiteNR

The Folly North Site (38CH1213) is  
nationally significant. Confederate  
forces held the 75-acre tract from the  
beginning of the war to the spring of  
1863, but Federal forces occupied it  
for the remainder of the war and built  
earthen fortifications as part of the  
effort to capture Charleston. Federal  
troops on the island included the 54th  
Massachusetts VolunteerInfantry

(Colored) and the 55th Massachusetts  
Volunteer Infantry(Colored).
Archaeological excavations have  
revealed the remains of fortifications  
and remarkably preserved artifacts  
and features associated with daily  
military life on the island.
http://www.nationalregister.sc.gov/
charleston/S10817710172/index.htm

SI: K.G.2, K.CG.1, K.CG.2, K.CG.3, 
5.4.CC, 5.4.E

James Island  
McLeod Plantation NR  

325 Country Club Road  
McLeod Plantation includes a  
plantation house, built around
1856 for William Wallace McLeod,  
and one of the most intact rows of  
housesfor the enslaved in the state. 
In 1860,seventy-four enslaved 
people lived in twenty-six cabins on 
the cotton plantation.  Five of these s 
cabins, which line the main drive, 
remain today. The  wood frame 
cabins measure about  twenty feet 
by twenty feet and have  exterior 
end chimneys. During the  Civil War,
the McLeod family left the 
plantation, and it served as unit  
headquarters, a commissary, and a  
field hospital for Confederate forces.  
When Confederate forces evacuated  
Charleston in February1865,
Union troops used the plantation  
as a field hospital and ƻŦŦƛŎŜǊǎΩ  
quarters. Among the units camped  
on the property were the 54th and
55th Massachusetts Volunteer
Regiments, which werecomposed
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Avenue  of  oak  trees  &  cabins that  housed  the  enslaved, McLeod  Plantation 
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http://www.nationalregister.sc.gov/charleston/S10817710157/index.htm
http://www.nationalregister.sc.gov/charleston/S10817710172/index.htm

