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This form is for use in nominating or requesting determinations for individual properties and districts.  See instructions in National Register Bulletin, 

How to Complete the National Register of Historic Places Registration Form.  If any item does not apply to the property being documented, enter 

"N/A" for "not applicable."  For functions, architectural classification, materials, and areas of significance, enter only categories and subcategories 
from the instructions.   

 

1. Name of Property 

Historic name:  ___Startex Finishing Company_____________________ 

Other names/site number: ___Startex Mill, Tucapau Mill________________________ 

      Name of related multiple property listing: 

      ________N/A________________________________________________ 

      (Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Location  

Street & number: _23 North Main Street___________________________ 

City or town: __Startex____ State: __SC____ County: __Spartanburg ___  

Not For Publication:   Vicinity:  

____________________________________________________________________________ 

3. State/Federal Agency Certification   

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended,  

I hereby certify that this    X   nomination  ___ request for determination of eligibility meets 

the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of Historic 

Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.  

In my opinion, the property  _X_  meets   ___ does not meet the National Register Criteria.  I 

recommend that this property be considered significant at the following  

level(s) of significance:      

 ___national                  ___statewide           _X_local  

  Applicable National Register Criteria:  

_X_A             ___B           ___C           ___D         

 

 

    

Signature of certifying official/Title:    Date 

______________________________________________ 

State or Federal agency/bureau or Tribal Government 
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In my opinion, the property        meets        does not meet the National Register 

criteria.   

     

Signature of commenting official:    Date 

 

Title :                                     State or Federal agency/bureau 

                                                                                         or Tribal Government  

 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

4. National Park Service Certification  

 I hereby certify that this property is:  

       entered in the National Register  

       determined eligible for the National Register  

       determined not eligible for the National Register  

       removed from the National Register  

       other (explain:)  _____________________                                                                                    

                     

______________________________________________________________________   

Signature of the Keeper   Date of Action 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

5. Classification 

 Ownership of Property 

 (Check as many boxes as apply.) 

Private:  

 

 Public – Local 

 

 Public – State  

 

 Public – Federal  

 

 

 Category of Property 

 (Check only one box.) 

 

 Building(s) 

 

 District  

 

 Site 

X

 

   

  

 

  

 

  

 

  

 

  

X
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 Structure  

 

 Object  

 

 

 Number of Resources within Property 

 (Do not include previously listed resources in the count)              

Contributing   Noncontributing 

_____4_______   _____________  buildings 

 

_____________   _____________  sites 

 

_____5 ______   _____________  structures  

 

_____________   _____________  objects 

 

_____9_______   ______________  Total 

 

 

 Number of contributing resources previously listed in the National Register ____0____ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

6. Function or Use  

Historic Functions 

(Enter categories from instructions.) 

 INDUSTRY/manufacturing facility 

 TRANSPORTATION/road-related (vehicular) 

 ___________________ 

  

 

Current Functions 

(Enter categories from instructions.) 

 ____VACANT ______ 

 ___________________ 

 ___________________ 

 

 

  



United States Department of the Interior  
National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form  
NPS Form 10-900     OMB No. 1024-0018      

 

Startex Finishing Company  Spartanburg, S.C. 
Name of Property                   County and State 

Section 7 page 4 
 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

7. Description  

 

 Architectural Classification  

 (Enter categories from instructions.) 

 _Romanesque Revival_ 

 _No Classification____ 

 ___________________ 

  

 

Materials: (enter categories from instructions.) 

Principal exterior materials of the property: _Brick, wood, concrete, asphalt, steel, glass 

block 

 

 

Narrative Description 

(Describe the historic and current physical appearance and condition of the property.  Describe 

contributing and noncontributing resources if applicable. Begin with a summary paragraph that 

briefly describes the general characteristics of the property, such as its location, type, style, 

method of construction, setting, size, and significant features. Indicate whether the property has 

historic integrity.)   

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Summary Paragraph   

 

The Startex Finishing Company is comprised of 27.91 acres and is bound by the Middle Tyger 

River to the southwest/south, State Road S-42-63 (North Main Street) to the northwest, Beech 

Street to the north, and Hickory Drive and Redwood Street to the south/southeast in Startex, ten 

miles west of Spartanburg, South Carolina.1 The former mill site features a collection of early-

twentieth-century masonry buildings that initially made up part of the Tucapau Mill complex but 

were expanded from the mid-1930s until the 1960s when the plant became the Startex Finishing 

Company. The bleachery building is the only remaining manufacturing-related building on the 

site and has experienced the most changes, as it has grown from a 1920s-era laundry building 

into a largescale finishing plant with multiple additions. The site retains its industrial character 

and conveys its original use through the bleachery building and other extant resources, including 

a small masonry post office, a company office building, a Romanesque Revival company store 

building, two water towers, two extant smokestacks from the demolished mill, and a metal truss 

bridge over the Middle Tyger River. Although the main mill buildings are no longer standing, 

the surviving buildings and structures retain their 20th century industrial character.  

 

                         
1 Since the bleachery is the last manufacturing building on site and the mills are no longer standing, the name 

“Startex Finishing Company” better represents the existing resources than “Startex Mill.” However, both Startex 

Finishing Company and Startex Mill naming conventions will be used throughout the nomination. Portions of the 

unincorporated community of Startex, including the Startex Finishing Company property, were annexed c. 2018 by 

the City of Wellford. However, Startex continues to be used for the property’s street address. The bridge remains 

part of unincorporated Spartanburg County. 
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___________________________________________________________________________ 

Narrative Description  

 

Site 

The complex fronts the east side of North Main Street (State Road S42-63) and is situated on just 

under 28 acres of rolling topography north of the Middle Tyger River. A small parking lot 

separates the company store, company office, and post office from North Main Street. The 

bleachery building lies immediately east, to the rear of the buildings fronting North Main. The 

two smokestacks are located to the southeast of this collection of buildings, within the area 

where the Startex plant’s mill buildings stood until their demolition in 2000. The northern water 

tower stands on the east side of North Main, at the curve of Beech Street just to the north of the 

bleachery. The southern water tower stands on the west side of North Main between Maple and 

Ash streets, southwest of the buildings. 

 

1. Bleachery (c.1923, c.1930, c.1937, c. 1950, c.1960) – Contributing building  

 

Originally used as the Tucapau Mill laundry, this two-story masonry building has sustained the 

most changes on the site and is the product of five separate construction episodes spanning a 

thirty-year period. Sited on topography that slopes west to east, the largely rectangular bleachery 

building appears as one-story from its façade and two stories from its rear elevation.  

 

Beginning at the building’s southern end, the west façade of the bleachery is twenty-six bays 

long before it engages the c.-1960 addition. This section includes both the c.-1937 addition, 

which measures approximately 175 feet in length and is comprised of eleven bays, and the 

original, c.-1923 former laundry and icehouse building, which measures approximately 100 feet 

in length and is comprised of ten bays. Moving north from the southern end’s upper level, bays 

one through three and five through seven feature windows comprised of 112 glass-blocks in an 

eight by fourteen grid, a concrete window sill, and no discernable lintel. Bays six and seven have 

portions of their glass-block field missing and bay seven’s window is vertically and horizontally 

bisected and obscured by an addition built around 1945. This addition, which also obscures bays 

eight, nine, and ten, is three bays wide, supported by four steel columns, clad in vinyl siding, and 

features three, small, two-over-two-lite windows and a flat-roof. Bay four’s upper level is devoid 

of any glass blocks and has the lower half of its opening infilled with a slightly lighter colored 

brick, while the remaining portion of the opening has been temporarily weatherproofed with 

wood studs and plastic sheeting. Its lower level features a flat-roofed entryway that is contiguous 

to a two-bay-wide, vinyl-clad addition, erected between 1937 and 1945, that spans the lower 

levels of bays three and two. Bay eleven is partially obscured by the small addition’s flat roof 

and a stoop that is accessed by a diagonal concrete staircase that runs from north to south and 

spans bays twelve and thirteen. Bay eleven’s lower level is like that of the previous three lower 

bays, featuring a masonry-infilled window opening. Bays fourteen through twenty-one and 

twenty-three through twenty-five all feature glass-block windows mounted within window 

openings featuring a triple row lock lintel and a concrete sill. Bay nineteen’s lower level features 

a partially infilled window sock that subsequently was partially reopened and expanded to the 

north to form a rectangular opening that currently is covered with Plexiglas. Bay twenty-two has 
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had its original window opening replaced by a shed-canopy-covered pedestrian entry accessed 

via a concrete staircase that runs diagonally from ground to stoop south to north. Bay twenty-six 

features a small, infilled window opening on both levels. 

 

The west elevation of the c.-1960 addition measures approximately 365 feet in length and is 

comprised of ten bays. Reading from south to north, the bays are as follows: Bays one, three, 

five, eight, ten and eleven feature a square window on their second floor that has been covered in 

clear Plexiglas. Bays seven and nine feature an industrial sliding door on their ground levels. Bay 

ten features a flat-roof-covered vestibule with a single window facing west and an entrance ramp 

facing south.  

 

The north elevation of the c.-1960 addition measures approximately 130 feet in length and is 

comprised of three bays that contain a single, square window in their uppermost level. A one-

story, post-1981 addition extends northward from the ground level of the c.-1960 addition.2 This 

addition’s north elevation measures approximately forty-five feet in length and features three 

loading bays for tractor trailers and a flat roof that slopes slightly to the north. The east elevation 

of this addition measures approximately 100 feet in length and features three bays, which, 

reading north to south, are as follows: bays one and two feature a loading door. Bay three 

features a single pedestrian door located very close to the point at which the building intersects 

the north elevation of the c.-1960 addition. 

 

The east elevation of the c.-1960 addition measures approximately 240 feet in length. The 

elevation’s solid masonry wall runs uninterrupted, from north to south, for approximately 170 

feet, at which point a one-story, seventy-foot-long, ground-level inset entrance exists. 

Presumably this is where this aspect of the building provided access to a warehouse that stood to 

the east. 

 

The east elevation of the c.-1930 addition measures approximately 140 feet in length and is 

comprised of ten bays. From north to the south, they read as follows: Bay one features a window 

on all three of its stories. Bay two features a small, horizontal window in its second story. Bay 

three features a rectangular window on its top story. Bays four and five feature a rectangular 

window on its top story and a small, horizontal window in their second stories. Bays six through 

ten all feature a rectangular window on their top stories. Bay seven features a small window on 

both its ground and second stories. Bay nine features a small, square window on its second story. 

Bay ten features a square window below the rectangular window located on its top story. 

 

The south elevation of the c.-1930 addition measures approximately 45 feet in length and is a 

field of solid masonry except for a narrow one-story room that projects above the roofline and 

the presence of a single window in its uppermost level. 

 

The original west elevation and north elevations of the c.-1930 addition were obscured by 

additions erected c.-1950 and c.-1960, respectively.  

 

                         
2 Aerial photograph, 1981. https://www.historicaerials.com, accessed July 27, 2022.  

https://www.historicaerials.com/
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The east elevation of the c.-1937 addition measures approximately 235 feet in length. Most of 

the elevation is concrete masonry unit construction. The elevation is comprised of ten bays. From 

north to south, the bays read as follows: Bays one and two, four through seven and nine and ten 

all feature windows. Bays three and eight features a single, slab-door entrance. Bay eight 

features a two-story projection, clad in metal, that engages the full height of the two-story, c.-

1937 addition to its west. Bay nine features a loading door. Bay ten features a window of the 

same proportions and locations as those found in the previous bays featuring windows. 

 

The bleachery building’s south elevation measures approximately 58 feet in length. The lower 

section of the building’s south elevation is two bays wide and features a brick base laid in 

common bond surmounted by a field of vinyl cladding in which two circular openings that 

formerly held ventilation fans were located are covered in rectangular windows. The southwest 

of these openings features a window with three vertical panes whereas the southeast features a 

window arrangement of three vertical panes and one horizontal pane that is situated below the 

middle and right pane. The field is slightly framed by two vertical sections of brick that extend 

from the masonry wall below the cladding to the flat roofline. An extruded metal gutter runs the 

length of the lower elevation and is drained by two circular downspouts that extend the length of 

the slender masonry sections that frame the vinyl-clad section of the elevation. The upper 

elevation’s treatment is like that of the lower in terms of the vinyl cladding to brick relationship; 

however, no openings are present in this section.  

 

Interior 

The interior of the bleachery building follows a floorplan typical of larger mill buildings—a 

large, open rectangular space designed to accommodate larger machinery. The building’s c.-1923 

section features a concrete first floor and a second-story pine floor, painted masonry walls, a 

large, wood center beam supported by cylindrical wood columns, and a ceiling comprise of 

exposed wood decking. Other details include exposed piping for a fire-suppression sprinkler 

system and large, circular pendant light fixtures. The building’s later additions share the same 

general characteristics except for the central columns, which are made of painted steel I-beams 

that support steel H-beam joists. 

 

2. Company Store (1923, c. 1950) – Contributing building  

 

The company store is a masonry building comprised of a central two-story portion with one-story 

flanking wings. The central, two-story portion, built in 1923, features Romanesque Revival 

elements. However, the south wing, also built in 1923, and the north wing, built sometime 

between 1924 and 1955 (likely c. 1950), are more restrained in their design.3 Additionally, the 

two-story section features a false front gable roofline, clad in metal, while the wings have side 

gable roofs, the north of which is clad in raised seam metal and the south of which is covered in 

a continuous membrane. The façade of the building is painted white while the rear elevation is 

natural brick. Beginning at the northern end of west façade, the first bay features a pedestrian 

door that is located within a larger, now brick in-filled opening. The door is covered by a 

                         
3 HistoricAerials.com, Startex 1955; Lockwood, Greene & Co., Engineers, Job 5937. Map of Mill Yard, New 

England Southern Mills, Tucapau Mills, Tucapau, SC, January 1, 1924. 
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corrugated metal awning. Continuing south along the one-story wing, scarring of a large double-

bay-wide storefront is present but is in-filled with brick.  

 

The two-story central portion of the store projects from the plane of the wing and features a 

centered pair of double doors surmounted by a square transom and flanked by segmental arched 

storefront openings. The openings each feature a four-course rowlock arch. A brick belt course 

separates the first and second floors and serves as a sill for the six ribbon windows across the 

second floor’s façade. The outer two windows feature segmental arches while the inner four 

windows have rounded arches. All windows are surmounted by three courses of rowlock brick 

with a raised fourth header course. At the base of each arch is a corbeled brick course creating a 

horizontal line across the windows. The building features a stepped parapet with corbeling and 

square piers at each end. The south elevation of the central pavilion is seven bays wide. Its top 

story features four window openings of which only one, that in bay five, retains its original two-

over-one sash configuration. All others have been infilled with wood. The elevation’s second 

story that stretches to the east of the point at which the central building intersects its southern 

wing, features two, small windows, one in bay four and one in bay six. An imposing masonry 

tower comprises bay seven and projects from the main plane of the elevation to the south. The 

east elevation of the central pavilion is three bays wide and three stories tall due to the grade of 

the property. Each bay features window openings on all three levels. Reading from south to 

north, the topmost opening in bay one has been infilled with wood; meanwhile the topmost 

windows openings in bays two and three have been infilled with masonry. Only bay two on the 

elevation’s second level has been infilled. Only the window opening in bay three of the ground 

level has been infilled. 

 

The southern wing is recessed from the central pavilion and features a single two-light modern 

storefront-style window followed by a set of three window openings, the southernmost of which 

is in-filled. This bank of three windows is surrounded by a brick border with a brick cornice 

along the top. Near the center of the wing’s façade is a double door entrance flanked by two-lite 

windows, all of which is encased in a brick border. The final two bays are comprised of original 

sixteen-lite windows with two-lite hopper windows in the center of each window. Along the 

southern elevation, each window and door opening features an individual corrugated metal 

awning. The south elevation of the southern wing is contiguous and merges seamlessly with the 

north elevation of the company office. The east elevation of the company store’s southern wing 

is nine bays wide. All windows on this elevation feature concrete sills and soldier course lintels. 

From south to north the bays read as follows: bay one features as narrow, vertical window; bays 

two and three feature large, vertical windows; bays four and eight feature smaller, square 

windows; bays five and six feature small, square windows; bays seven and nine feature single-

entry doors with concrete lintels. 

 

The east elevation of the company store’s north wing is six bays long and features a concrete 

masonry unit post-1955 addition that spans bays one through three and extends to the east from 

the original plane of the building. Bays four through six feature single, six-over-six-lite, metal-

framed windows with concrete sills and no lintels. The north elevation of the company store’s 

north wing is two bays wide and features six-over-six-lite, metal-framed windows. 
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Interior 

The company store’s central section features a first-story interior with an open floorplan. Thin, 

tubular steel columns support center ceiling beam supported. Large, mid-twentieth-century 

storefront windows flank a central entrance comprised of plate glass double doors surmounted by 

a large, single-lite transom window. Walls are made of painted plaster. Floors are hardwood. The 

ceiling is finished in square acoustic tile. The central section’s second floor has been divided into 

offices through the installation of non-load bearing, wood partition walls. Wall and floor 

composition mimics that of the first floor. However, the ceilings are finished in sheets of fiber 

board from which a sprinkler system is suspended. The northern wing features an open floor 

plan, wood floors, plaster walls, and a plaster ceiling with a sprinkler system. The southern wing 

features an open floor plan, a Celotex acoustical drop ceiling, painted plaster walls, and a half-

wall entrance partition with a ledge supported by large brackets. The floor is covered in vinyl 

composition tile. 

 

3. Office Building (1937) – Contributing building   

The company’s office building stands immediately north of the post office and abuts the south 

elevation of the company store building. The office building’s façade is five bays wide and 

features a false-front roofline defined by a stepped parapet. Divisions are pronounced by piers 

and the parapet is capped in flat concrete coping. From north to south, they read as follows: Bay 

one features a metal-framed, twenty-four-lite windows with corrugated metal awnings, 

surmounted by a horizontal, rectangular window comprised of eighteen glass blocks. A metal 

awning-covered basement entrance, accessed via concrete stairs with tubular handrails, is found 

in the lower aspect of bay two. Bays two and four feature narrower, vertical, rectangular metal-

framed windows protected by metal awnings and surmounted by a by a horizontal, rectangular 

window comprised of fifteen glass blocks. Bay three features an infilled doorway, with an 

unpainted masonry and cement entryway, surmounted by a horizontal, rectangular window 

comprised of fifteen glass blocks. Bay five features a single, storefront glass door and 

corresponding, full-height side lite, protected by a metal awning, surmounted by a horizontal, 

rectangular window comprised of eighteen glass blocks. A concrete staircase featuring tubular 

steel handrails provides access to the doorway. 

 

The south elevation is comprised of four bays and features four forty-two-pane, metal frame 

windows with concrete sills and soldier-course lintels. The east elevation is comprised of seven 

bays, that from south to north, read as follows: bay one features a forty-two-pane, metal-frame 

window with concrete sill and soldier-course lintel on its main floor and a brick-infilled window 

opening on its ground floor. Bay two features as recessed entryway, accessed via a concrete and 

masonry staircase running south to north and featuring a tubular steel handrail, on its main floor. 

Bay three features an eight-over-six-lite window on its main floor and a recessed entry on its 

ground floor. Bay four features a twelve-lite window with a concrete lintel on its ground floor. 

Bay five features a forty-two-pane, metal-frame window with concrete sill and soldier-course 

lintel on its main floor. Bay six features a two-over-one-lite window with a concrete sill on its 

ground floor. Bay seven features a forty-two-pane, metal-frame window with concrete sill and 

soldier-course lintel on its main floor. 
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Interior 

The office is comprised of a large open room contiguous with a series of offices that were not 

accessible at the time of the site inspection. The large room features a Celotex acoustical drop 

ceiling, painted plaster walls, and vinyl composition tile and carpeted floor.  

 

4. Post Office (1942) – Contributing building  

 

The one-story post office building is a three-bay wide red brick building laid in a six-course 

common bond with a Flemish bond header course and a basket-weave water course. The west 

façade features a centrally located entrance comprised of a flush metal door with a small glazed 

square panel at head height with a corrugated metal canopy. Access to the entrance is made by 

way of a concrete ramp with tubular metal handrails. Flanking the front door are six-over-six-

lite, fixed windows. The façade features a stepped parapet with a cast concrete panel beneath the 

center raised portion of the parapet.  

 

While the south elevation is longer than the façade, it only features two six-over-six metal frame 

windows. The roof line steps down as the building moves east and features a cast stone coping. 

The brick basket weave water course present on the façade continues on this elevation. A small 

rear portion of the building, on the easternmost aspect of the elevation, features a metal two-

panel door.  

 

The east elevation is three bays wide and features a one-bay projecting portion with a small six-

lite window with a concrete sill while the main plane of the building features two, three-vertical-

lite windows with a concrete sill. 

 

The north elevation mimics that of the south elevation except for the rear portion.  

 

Interior 

Complete access was not granted at the time of the site visit. However, the interior appears to 

feature on open floor plan with office space situated to the rear of the building 

 

5-6. Smokestacks (c.-1895 and c.-1902) – Contributing structures4 

 

Both of Startex Mill’s smokestacks remain intact. The shorter, and earlier one of the two 

masonry structures, stands roughly 375 feet from the southeast corner of the bleachery building 

and features a portion whose red brick is far darker and contrasts with the remaining aspects of 

the shaft. The taller and newer of the two structures, which appears to have been built during the 

construction of the “new mill,” or mill number two, in 1902, stands roughly 450 feet from the 

southeast corner of the bleachery building.5  

 

 
                         
4 Lockwood, Greene & Co., Engineers, Job 5937. Map of Mill Yard, New England Southern Mills, Tucapau Mills, 

Tucapau, SC, January 1, 1924. 
5 ‘Spartanburg’s Expansion: Capital of Glendale and Tucapau Mill Increased to Half Million Each,” The State, June 

1, 1902, p. 2. 
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8-9. Water Towers (c.-1945, 1960) – Contributing structures6 

 

Two steel water towers or standpipes remain proximal to the bleachery, post-office, company 

store and office buildings. Both are located on State Road S-42-63, or North Main Street, which 

runs to the west of the buildings. The southern standpipe stands on the northwest aspect of the 

intersection of North Main and Ash streets. Of the two standpipes, it is shorter and has a wider 

radius. The structure is comprised of four distinct horizontal bands made of multiple welded 

convex steel panels with a concrete foundation and capped with a convex roof. The white-

painted structure retains the company logo of a Spartan and painted lettering, which reads 

“STARTEX MILL” on its southern aspect. The second standpipe, located off the northwest 

corner of the company store building’s north wing, also comprised of welded steel panels. 

However, they are smaller in size. The structure features eight discernable horizontal bands and 

is capped with a convex roof trimmed in a small finial. A tubular metal ladder is affixed to the 

structure’s south aspect. The structure’s white paint job is distressed with moderate rust. The 

west aspect of the standpipe features a rust-colored logo consisting of a star surrounded by the 

words “CERTIFIED WITH PRIDE IN USA” and “STARTEX MILL” in black lettering.  

 

4. Bridge (1932) – Contributing structure  

 

Erected three decades after the establishment of Tucapau Mills, the 200-foot, single-lane bridge 

with cantilevered pedestrian sidewalk crosses the Middle Tyger River south of the former mill 

complex. Comprised of two spans of riveted steel parallelograms, or “Pratt trusses,” the 

Depression-era structure is supported by three stacked stone and concrete piers believed to be the 

remnants of an earlier bridge erected in 1895. The narrow vehicular and pedestrian bridge was 

superseded by a modern, two-lane concrete bridge in 1989. While no longer in service, the 

historic structure remains as an important tangible link that visually connects the east and west 

sides of mill community that are divided by the river.  

 

Integrity 

Notwithstanding the demolition of its main mill buildings, the remaining resources of the Startex 

Mill complex convey the historic character of this Piedmont textile community, illustrating a 

period in the town’s history in which life was inextricably intertwined with the area’s single 

largest employer.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                         
6 Startex, South Carolina, 1955 aerial image, Historicaerials.com; accessed August 6, 2022; Startex Mill aerial 

images, c. 1960 and c. 1945. Dates are based on structure composition and absence of the southern water tower in 

aerial photographs predating c. 1960. 
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_________________________________________________________________ 

8. Statement of Significance 

 

 Applicable National Register Criteria  

 (Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property for National Register  

 listing.) 

 

A. Property is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the 

broad patterns of our history. 

  

B. Property is associated with the lives of persons significant in our past.  

 

C. Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of 

construction or represents the work of a master, or possesses high artistic values, 

or represents a significant and distinguishable entity whose components lack 

individual distinction.  

 

D. Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, information important in prehistory or 

history.  

 

 Criteria Considerations  

 (Mark “x” in all the boxes that apply.) 

 

A. Owned by a religious institution or used for religious purposes 

  

B. Removed from its original location   

 

C. A birthplace or grave  

 

D. A cemetery 

 

E. A reconstructed building, object, or structure 

 

F. A commemorative property 

 

G. Less than 50 years old or achieving significance within the past 50 years  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

X
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Areas of Significance 

(Enter categories from instructions.)  

____INDUSTRY_____  

___________________  

___________________  

 

Period of Significance 

___1895-1972 _ _____ 

___________________ 

___________________ 

 

 Significant Dates  

 1895  

    1936  

 

Significant Person 

(Complete only if Criterion B is marked above.) 

___________________  

___________________  

___________________ 

 

 Cultural Affiliation  

 ___________________  

 ___________________  

 ___________________ 

 

 Architect/Builder 

 Lockwood, Greene & Co. 

 ___________________  

 ___________________ 

 

 

Statement of Significance Summary Paragraph (Provide a summary paragraph that includes 

level of significance, applicable criteria, justification for the period of significance, and any 

applicable criteria considerations.)  

 

Established as the successor to Tucapau Mill (est. 1895), Startex Finishing Company operated 

for sixty-two years as a division of Spartan Mills. The village and manufactory assumed its new 

name in 1936 with the purchase of the mill by Spartan Mills chief executive Walter S. 

Montgomery. During Montgomery’s ownership, Startex Mill experienced massive growth 

despite obstacles during the Great Depression. As it had since its founding, the mill both begat 

and dictated the community’s existence, permeating virtually all aspects of life from work to 

recreation, worship, education, and where employees lived and shopped. The Startex Finishing 

Company, which produced decorative dish towels and tablecloths, is locally significant for the 

role it played in textile manufacturing in Spartanburg County during the twentieth century. In a 



United States Department of the Interior  
National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form  
NPS Form 10-900     OMB No. 1024-0018      

 

Startex Finishing Company  Spartanburg, S.C. 
Name of Property                   County and State 

Section 8 page 14 
 

region of South Carolina in which cotton manufacturing produced great wealth from the 1890s 

through the 1960s, Startex Mill ranked among the industry’s leaders and remained viable until 

1998, notably longer than other mills in the region and state. Despite the loss of the mill 

complex’s spinning and weaving buildings, the bleachery, company store and office, and post 

office buildings, in addition to two surviving water tanks, two smokestacks, and a truss bridge, 

nonetheless convey the industrial and paternalistic character of the former textile manufacturing 

community. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Narrative Statement of Significance (Provide at least one paragraph for each area of 

significance.)   

 

Criterion A: Industry 

The foundation for the Startex Mill lay in Tucapau Mill, opened in July 1895 on the Middle 

Tyger River, ten miles west of Spartanburg.7 The concept for the mill came from businessmen 

Dr. C.E. Fleming, W.E. Lucas, Alfred Moore, and Captain John H. Montgomery, who organized 

Spartan Mills in 1888. Determining the area known as Penney Shoals as a desirable location for 

their future venture, the partners purchased the tract from owner Harry Hadden in 1893 for 

$1,000. With investment from others, among them members of the locally prominent and 

wealthy Cleveland, Converse, and Greene families, the corporation, founded as the Tucapau 

Cotton Mill Company in March 1894, began clearing the land and initiated construction on the 

mill. The mill was constructed following plans by the mill engineering firm of Lockwood, 

Greene & Company, which would go on to design almost fifty mills in South Carolina within the 

next fifteen years.8 By July 1895, the Tucapau Mill was in operation with 15,000 spindles and 

480 looms.9 The following year representatives of the mill, which was the only textile 

manufactory in South Carolina outfitted with the recently debuted automatic Draper looms, 

participated in the State Fair, proudly displaying “a handsome variety of print cloths in turkey 

red” as well as examples of “black dress goods and linings, as well as some specimens of long 

cloth.”10  

 

Like other textile-based manufactories, Tucapau Mill—which purportedly drew its name from a 

Native American moniker for “tough cloth”—represented a new era of Upstate commerce, albeit 

generated by the same abundant water resources that had powered early through mid-nineteenth-

                         
7 “A Mill Man Carved,” The State, May 31, 1895, p. 6; Vaucluse Mill Village Historic District, National Register 

of Historic Places Nomination, May 1996, http://schpr.sc.gov/index.php/Detail/properties/11670. Accessed August 

4, 2022.  
8 “The Spartan City: A New Mill Inaugurated,” The State, March 20, 1894, p. 5.  
9 Tucapau-Startex, Spartan Mills Brochure, Private Collection, p. 134; “A Mill Man Carved,” The State, May 31, 

1895, p. 6; “Spartanburg Mills” The State, October 23, 1895, p. 4; “A Successful Cotton Mill,” The State, November 

30, 1898, p. 2; “Lockwood-Greene,” South Carolina Encyclopedia, 

https://www.scencyclopedia.org/sce/entries/lockwood-greene/; accessed April 24, 2022. 
10 “Southern Mill Statistics,” The State, December 25, 1895, p. 4; “Our Cotton Mills” The State, November 16, 

1896, p. 8; “Will Make Fine Goods,” The State, November 11, 1909, p. 5. By 1909, the mill, like a handful of others 

under the directorship of T. E. Moore, shifted from the production of course cloth to manufacturing fine cloth 

http://schpr.sc.gov/index.php/Detail/properties/11670
https://www.scencyclopedia.org/sce/entries/lockwood-greene/
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century manufacturing.11 Within a generation of operation, Tucapau Mill and other similar cotton 

manufactories had helped to reestablish Spartanburg County as “the premier textile 

manufacturing county in the State.”12  

 

Like other mills and their surrounding communities, Tucapau grew beyond its initial 

Romanesque Revival style plant and ancillary buildings through a series of expansions aimed at 

increasing capacity. The first significant building campaign occurred in 1902 and involved 

“develop[ing] the Berry Shoals and transmit[ting] by electricity the power for running the new 

mill,” whose foundations were in the process of being laid, and once completed would “contain 

at least 30,000 spindles.”13 By 1907, the Tucapau community boasted three churches with a 

combined seating capacity for nine hundred, with the mill corporation contributing more than 

one-half the annual operating expenses, in addition to underwriting some of the minister’s 

expenses. With an annual payroll of $120,000, the mill, which turned 8,000 bales of cotton into 

$700,900 in manufactured product in 1907, bested the production of others in the area, including 

Drayton Mill, another Lockwood, Greene & Company commission.14 Despite this achievement, 

the mill was not insulated from economic turbulence. For instance, just three years later, 

volatility in the cloth market during the summer of 1910 led to a temporary shutdown at Tucapau 

Mill. Some 2,750,000 of the region’s 3,000,000 spindles in South Carolina, North Carolina, and 

Georgia would remain idle in observance of a national curtailment movement, their operators 

essentially unemployed from July 1 until July 12.15 

 

With the market later corrected, Tucapau required further expansion. By February 1923, “recent 

enlargement of the manufacturing equipment” to 65,186 spindles and 1,830 looms at the mill 

necessitated the expansion of the surrounding mill village by forty houses.16 The following 

December brought further change to Tucapau as it merged with Pelzer Mill in South Carolina, as 

well as mills in New Hampshire, Massachusetts, Maine, and Ontario, and Georgia to form the 

New England Southern Mills company. This move prompted the construction of mill building 

number two, east of the c.-1895 mill, mill buildings three and four north of the original mill, and 

the laundry and ice house building (which became the bleachery in 1930).17 Tucapau’s growth 

mirrored that of other textile facilities in a region that had experienced considerable growth since 

                         
11 Works Project Administration, A History of Spartanburg County, South Carolina State Department of Education, 

1940, p. 71. 
12 Works Project Administration, A History of Spartanburg County, South Carolina State Department of Education, 

1940, p. 73. 
13 ‘Spartanburg’s Expansion: Capital of Glendale and Tucapau Mill Increased to Half Million Each,” The State, June 

19, 1902, p. 2; “Tyger Dam Finished: Plant Will Generate Power for New Tucapau Mill,” The State, March 25, 

1903, p. 3; “Summary of Losses and Statement of the Relief Fund,” The State, June 9, 1903. Within months of the 

completion of the new dam and expansion of the Tucapau Mill, deadly floods inundated mills rooms and breached 

the dam resulting in damages estimated between $10,000 and $12,000.  
14 August Kohn, The Cotton Mills of South Carolina, (Columbia: South Carolina Department of Agriculture, 

Commerce, and Immigration, 1907), p. 172; Drayton Mill, National Register of Historic Places Nomination, 2012, 

http://www.nationalregister.sc.gov/spartanburg/S10817742067/index.htm; accessed April 24, 2022. 
15 “Silence Reigns Where Noise Was,” The State, July 1, 1910, p. 1. 
16 “Fifty Thousand Dollar Contract Let to Anderson Builder,” The State, February 2, 1923, p. 12; “Tucapau Mills 

Sold to Lockwood-Greene,” The State, August 7, 1923, p. 3. 
17 Lockwood, Greene & Co., Engineers, Job 5937. Map of Mill Yard, New England Southern Mills, Tucapau Mills, 

Tucapau, SC, January 1, 1924. 

http://www.nationalregister.sc.gov/spartanburg/S10817742067/index.htm
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the mid-1910s, with thirty-six new mills being built between 1916 and 1930.18 Moreover, 

Tucapau’s expansion in the 1930s included the continued growth of the bleachery building and, 

in 1932, the replacement of the village’s original bridge with a single-lane vehicular and 

pedestrian metal truss bridge connecting the east and west sides of the mill community divided 

by the Middle Tyger River. 

 

In the wake of its physical growth and enhanced capacity, tension between Tucapau’s 

management and labor force began to grow. It did so amid the backdrop of labor struggles within 

the region that culminated in the General Textile Strike of 1934, when labor unrest in Honea 

Path, South Carolina, roughly fifty miles to the southwest, resulted in a deadly confrontation, 

leaving seven striking mill workers dead at the hands of police who had sided with plant 

management.19 Although no violent altercations occurred at Tucapau at that time, accusations of 

discrimination and grievances between mill management and unionized textile operators at the 

mill lay behind a strike that occurred between mid-February and June 1935, with Governor Olin 

D. Johnson ultimately requesting that the reopening of the plant in the “turbulent district” be 

delayed until a peaceful settlement could be assured between the parties.20  

 

In May 1936, Spartan Mills executive Walter S. Montgomery purchased Tucapau Mill, then one 

of the oldest textile mills operating in South Carolina.21 At 72,000 spindles operated by 500 

employees, the forty-five-year-old manufactory enjoyed the honor of being the only mill in the 

United States to solely produce kitchen towels.22 Despite that distinction, the mill complex was 

in turmoil, still facing labor struggles and suffering from a downturn in performance. In early 

November, Montgomery’s new venture was sabotaged by unidentified perpetrators who 

dynamited the mill’s two power transformers, temporarily halting production.23 A potentially 

violent encounter was averted that fall with the arrest of the four men charged with conspiring to 

coerce Montgomery and a fellow executive at gunpoint into reinstating their employment.24  

 

Ultimately, Montgomery found success by embracing a holistic and paternalistic approach in 

converting Tucapau into a “thoroughly modern mill community” in the years leading up to U.S. 

entry into World War II.25 His capital campaign addressed both manufacturing and community 

                         
18 Development of Textile Industry in the State,” New Era Edition, The State, December 19, 1930, p. 7; “Cotton 

Mills in Big Merger,” The State, December 12, 1923. p. 1A.  
19 Marko Maunula, Guten Tag, Y’all: Globalization and the South Carolina Piedmont, 1950-2000, Athens, GA: 

University of Georgia Press, 2009, p.17. 
20 “Tucapau Mill Hearing Held,” The State, March 15, 1935, p. 5B; “Tucapau Mill Has Grievance,” The State, 

March 16, 1935, p. 1A; “Godfrey Calls Textile Meeting,” The State, June 8, 1935, p. 1A; “Tucapau Group Denies 

Charge on Mill Strike,” The Columbia Record, p.8. 
21 “Tucapau Mill is Sold,” The Index-Journal, [Greenwood], April 4, 1936, p. 6; 

https://www.scencyclopedia.org/sce/entries/spartan-mills/, accessed August 6, 2022. Tucapau was among a handful 

of South Carolina plants absorbed by Spartan Mills. Others included Niagara, Beaumont, Whitney, and Powell 

mills. By the 1970s, Montgomery had grown Spartan Mills to thirteen plants and five thousand employees. By 2001, 

the company ceased operations. 
22 “Montgomery, Et. Al. Buy Tucapau Plant,” The State, April 4, 1936, p. 7A. 
23 “Startex Power Plant Blasted,” The Greenville News, November 8, 1936, p. 1. 
24 “Alleged Conspirators Held in High Court,” The Gaffney Ledger, December 3, 1936, p. 1. 
25 Works Project Administration, A History of Spartanburg County, Columbia, SC: South Carolina State Department 

of Education, 1940, p. 275-276. 

https://www.scencyclopedia.org/sce/entries/spartan-mills/
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spaces. For instance, he called for the relocation of the mill’s carding room and the installation of 

modern heating, ventilation, humidification, and air conditioning. Moreover, he orchestrated the 

enlargement of the plant’s bleachery, which, in 1930, had been established in the building which 

originally housed Tucapau Mill’s laundry and ice plant.26 Under Montgomery’s ownership six 

years later, the three-story masonry building grew from its initially modest, rectangular footprint 

to become the primary space for the finishing of manufactured textiles. As the company enjoyed 

greater success, the bleachery building grew further to accommodate demand, expanding in size 

multiple times up to the 1960s.27  

 

Improvements were also made at the mill company store. Distinct from neighboring buildings in 

both style and height, the store operated for generations as a central fixture in the community. 

Beyond supplying workers with goods—and management one of a handful of paternalistic 

systems in which to control their employees—the two-story, Romanesque Revival landmark also 

served as a social gathering place. At times, residents held church services within its second-

story meeting hall.28  

 

Like the company store, the post office and company office were destinations at which mill 

management influenced daily life. In the transformation of Tucapau into Startex, Montgomery 

also oversaw the construction of new buildings next to the company store for these institutions. 

This collection of buildings, coupled with the mill’s community building, which formerly stood 

immediately north of the company store, the Tucapau Hotel, which formerly stood across North 

Main Street, and scores of company-provided houses to the west, north, and east, formed the 

epicenter of the mill community.  

 

Montgomery also presided over village improvements such as rebuilding, repainting, and 

reroofing residences, as well as introducing indoor plumbing for his employees’ homes. 

Renamed “Startex” in 1936, after the household towels that it had produced for years, the 

revamped textile manufactory represented “a new stage in Spartanburg’s mill history,” along 

with Pacific Mills in Lyman, located roughly two miles to the northwest. In modernizing his 

employees’ living and working spaces, Montgomery successfully inculcated greater, but not 

complete, loyalty among the complex’s labor force than previous management. His efforts were 

in line with those of other mill executives throughout the region, where the establishment and 

enhancement of mill communities that addressed virtually every aspect of mill operators’ needs 

ensured the presence of a steady labor force.29  

 

Within a year and half under Montgomery’s ownership, Startex laid claim to total sales of 

$1,500,000 in 1938. By 1939, Startex Mill boasted three distinct manufactories: a print cloth mill 

employing 450 workers, a crash mill employing 250 workers, and a bleachery, with a 

                         
26 “Tucapau Bleachery Nearing Completion,” The Greenville News, June 2, 1929, p. 7; Undated article concerning 

site evolution. Private Collection of Tucapau Preservation Society. 
27 Lockwood-Greene & Co., Engineers, Charlotte, NC, “Map Showing New Houses/New England Southern 

Mills/Tucapau, SC, February 1, 1924; Tucapau Mill Village Map, 1923. Private Collection. 
28 “Tucapau Church to Be Dedicated at 11 O’clock Today,” The Greenville News, September 28, 1941, p. 5. 
29 Vaucluse Mill Village Historic District, National Register of Historic Places Nomination, May 1996, 

http://schpr.sc.gov/index.php/Detail/properties/11670. Accessed August 4, 2022. 

http://schpr.sc.gov/index.php/Detail/properties/11670
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complement of 100 workers.30 However, relations between mill executives and operators 

remained uneasy, with management working to stifle worker efforts to unionize. In June 1939, 

Startex’s workers welcomed news of the National Labor Relations board ruling that Startex Mill 

and Gaffney Manufacturing Mills had to reinstate workers fired for union activities.31 By 1940, 

both Startex and Pacific mills were considered “among Spartanburg’s great cotton mills.”32 

Spartanburg County reported “larger pay rolls than ever before in the history of the county, an 

average of $1,000,000 a month,” and Montgomery’s Startex Mill was one of the thirty-five mills 

in the county that collectively produced $58,000,000 in products annually.33 
 

Production shifted after the United States entered World War II in late 1941, with Startex Mill 

reporting within the next five months that it devoted fifty-one percent of its production to 

national defense. But the mill community’s contributions went further in the wake of the 

Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor. Despite the village’s small size, its residents purchased nearly 

$14,000 in war bonds and could claim seventy-nine of its youth in military service.34 While 

dedicating themselves to achieving military victory overseas, mill operators nonetheless 

continued to occasionally battle mill management over labor issues. Reasons for walkouts 

included calling for improved working conditions, wage scales for skilled and unskilled workers, 

and the right to achieve collective bargaining power through union activities.35 As it had before 

the war, labor unrest ultimately led to further protest at Startex. In September 1942, hundreds of 

operators walked out in protest after management discharged four operators for complaining 

about high temperatures in the mill’s slasher room.36 By October, eight hundred of the mill’s 

employees went on strike.37 

 

The Startex Mill prospered during the post-World War II period, during which time Spartanburg 

County experienced an increase from 124 to 177 manufacturing establishments between 1947 

and 1958.38 During this time, residents witnessed significant changes within their community. In 

1949, the federal government changed the town’s postal delivery name from Tucapau to Startex 

to avoid postal delivery issues. Heralded by an admirer as “one of the most pleasing and 

                         
30 National Labor Relations Board – Board Decisions: In the Matter of Startex Mills and Textile Workers 

Organizing Committee, Case No.C-1224, Decided May 31, 1939. https://casetext.com/admin-law/startex-mills-1 

Accessed February 21, 2022. 
31 “SC Mills Told to Rehire Men,” The Charlotte Observer, June 3, 1939, p. 5; “NLRB Studying Offer to Close Mill 

Disputes,” The Greenville News, March 5, 1939, p. 3. 
32 Works Project Administration, A History of Spartanburg County, South Carolina State Department of Education, 

1940, p. 275-276. 
33 Works Project Administration, A History of Spartanburg County, South Carolina State Department of Education, 

1940, p. 275-276; Marko Maunula, Guten Tag, Y’all: Globalization and the South Carolina Piedmont, 1950-2000, 

Athens, GA: University of Georgia Press, 2009, p. 13. “Spartanburg in the 1930s was actually able to increase the 

number of its industrial facilities, helping the community to survive the challenges of the decade with somewhat less 

economic devastation than that faced by many of the northeastern textile towns – or even Southeastern Piedmont 

communities – with similar economic monocultures.” 
34 “Patriotic Program Given at Tucapau,” The Greenville News, April 26, 1942, p. 8. 
35 “Make Progress in Settling Mill Walk Out,” The State, July 4, 1941, p. 4. 
36 “Trouble at Tucapau Not Settled by Conciliator,” The Greenville News, September 20, 1942, p. 7. 
37 “Strikers Return to Work at Startex,” The Columbia Record, October 20, 1942, p. 9. 
38 Marko Maunula, Guten Tag, Y’all: Globalization and the South Carolina Piedmont, 1950-2000, Athens, GA: 

University of Georgia Press, 2009, p. 34 

https://casetext.com/admin-law/startex-mills-1
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interesting [mill communities] in this cloth making region of the country,” Startex soon featured 

reasons for further accolades. 39 As he had prior to the war, Montgomery continued to take steps 

at improving the mill community with the expectation of maintaining a productive workforce. 

Efforts he took in providing educational opportunities and facilities ultimately paid dividends. In 

1949, he donated $100,000 for the construction of a new, twelve-room modern school, whose 

dedication that November attracted 1,000 attendees.40 Three years later, in 1952, Montgomery 

underwrote the construction of an auditorium/gymnasium addition to the recently completed 

elementary school.41 Moreover, several Startex youth received full-tuition scholarships to college 

thanks to a fund established by Spartan Mills, the parent company of Startex Mill.42 The 

following year, however, Startex executives opted to streamline expenses by selling the housing 

it had supplied workers since the founding of Tucapau three generations earlier.43 In doing so, 

long-time residents had the opportunity to become home owners, while the company they 

continued to work for no longer had to serve as landlord of aging buildings. Further events 

during the 1950s and 1960s continued to shape the Startex community. Production capacity grew 

through the construction of an 87,000-square-foot warehouse adjacent to the bleachery and 

sewing room.44 Not all developments were positive, however, as many Startex residents voiced 

years-long concerns over environmental problems from pollution released three miles upstream 

by another textile-based manufactory—the Lyman Printing & Finishing Company, Inc.45 

 

Despite the seemingly good health of Startex Mills and its community, many textile executives 

predicted far leaner times ahead. Events in 1967 presaged the greater future developments, as 

Spartan Mills sold Startex’s Consumer Goods department to Riegal Textile Corporation, which 

came to handle Startex’s inventory of hand and table clothes, kitchen towels, and other 

products.46 Warnings of dire days for American textile manufacturing came to fruition in the 

1970s after the industry’s final boom in the 1960s waned. The next generation witnessed the 

closings predicted earlier as jobs moved overseas and mills closed. For Startex Mill, change 

occurred gradually, with the company store closing in about 1978 and the mill shuttered in 

1998.47 Within two years of the mill’s closure, the complex’s large mill buildings were 

demolished, their brick and timbers pieced out for architectural salvage.48 However, despite the 

loss of these iconic buildings, a significant collection of buildings, including the bleachery, the 

company store, company office, and post office, in addition to the mills’ twin smokestacks, water 

towers, and bridge, remain intact as significant links to the once thriving textile complex in 

South Carolina’s Piedmont. 

                         
39 “Tucapau Vanishes from Map, Renamed ‘Startex,’” The State, September 9, 1949, p. 27; “Passing of Tucapau,” 

The Index-Journal [Greenwood, SC], September 26, 1949, p. 4.  
40 “1000 Attend Startex Opening,” Anderson Independent-Mail, November 5, 1949, p. 36. 
41 “Startex Mills to Give Building to School,” The Columbia Record,” February 15, 1952, p. 5A. 
42 “Startex Mills Awarded Scholarship at Byrnes High School Exercises,” The Greenville News, June 3, 1959, p. 2; 

“Gets Awards,” The Greenville News, May 20, 1964, p. 18. 
43 “BMW Likely to Speed Change in Startex,” The Greenville News, June 23, 1993, p. 13. 
44 “Plan Startex Warehouse,” The Greenville News, July 16, 1956, p. 10.  
45 “Fumes Causing Throat Trouble for Startex,” The Index Journal, July 3, 1962, p. 2; “Part of Middle Tyger River 

Called ‘Silent Stream,’” The Greenville News, June 9, 1964, p. 11. 
46 “Riegal Textile Buys Startex Unit,” The State, October 6, 1967, p. 42. 
47 “BMW Likely to Speed Change in Startex,” The Greenville News, June 23, 1993, p. 13. 
48 Jenny Munro, “Startex Mill is Vanishing, but Its Old Bricks Live On,” The Greenville News, July 19, 1999.  
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________________________________________________________________________ 

10. Geographical Data 

 

 Acreage of Property _____27.91_______ 

 

 
 

Use either the UTM system or latitude/longitude coordinates 

 

Latitude/Longitude Coordinates 

Datum if other than WGS84:__________ 

(enter coordinates to 6 decimal places) 

 

1. Latitude: 34.929076  Longitude: -82.095441 

 

2. Latitude: 34.929876  Longitude: -82.097605 

 

3. Latitude: 34.927972  Longitude: -82.098772 

 

4. Latitude: 34.928128  Longitude: -82.099100 

 

5. Latitude: 34.927817  Longitude: -82.099482 

 

6. Latitude: 34.927637  Longitude: -82.099233 

 

7. Latitude: 34.927294  Longitude: -82.099713 

 

8. Latitude: 34.926762  Longitude: -82.099902 

 

9. Latitude: 34.925866  Longitude: -82.097789 

 

10. Latitude: 34.927572  Longitude: -82.096670 

 

 

Verbal Boundary Description (Describe the boundaries of the property.) 

 

Beginning at the intersection of Maple and North Main streets, the boundary line runs west 

along Maple Street then turns south at an angle to Ash Street (following the property line), 

where the boundary then turns east to North Main Street. Turning southwest, the boundary 

follows North Main Street southwest along its edge, turning south along the west side of the 

1932 bridge. The boundary then turns east where the bridge meets Elm Street and continues 

east until the edge of the remnants of the mill’s foundation, where it turns northeast. The 

boundary continues northeast behind the houses on Redwood Street, turning west 

immediately north of the bleachery building. The boundary then turns south on the western 

side of North Main Street, running south until the intersection of North Main and Maples 
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streets. The boundary includes all of tax parcel 5-21-09-145.02 (the bridge) and part of tax 

parcel 5-21-09-145.00 (the mill complex).  

 

Boundary Justification (Explain why the boundaries were selected.) 

 

 The boundaries include the extant resources as well as the areas where historic resources  

 were once located.  

______________________________________________________________________________ 

11. Form Prepared By 

 

name/title: _ John Sherrer and Jane Campbell_________________________________ 

organization: __Rogers Lewis Jackson Mann & Quinn, LLC __________________ 

street & number: __1901 Main Street, Suite 1200______________________________ 

city or town:  __Columbia___________ state: ___SC____ zip code:_29201_  _____ 

e-mail:_jcampbell@rogerslewis.com_ __ 

telephone:__803-978-1963___________ 

date:______4/22/2022_______________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Photographs 

Submit clear and descriptive photographs.  The size of each image must be 1600x1200 pixels 

(minimum), 3000x2000 preferred, at 300 ppi (pixels per inch) or larger.  Key all photographs 

to the sketch map. Each photograph must be numbered and that number must correspond to 

the photograph number on the photo log.  For simplicity, the name of the photographer, 

photo date, etc. may be listed once on the photograph log and doesn’t need to be labeled on 

every photograph. 

 

Photo Log 

 

Name of Property:  Startex Finishing Company 

 

City or Vicinity:  Startex 

 

County: Spartanburg    State: SC 

 

Photographer: Jane Campbell 

 

Date Photographed: 9/17/2021  

 

Description of Photograph(s) and number, include description of view indicating direction of 

camera: 
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1 of 17 Bleachery, west façade, looking north  

2 of 17 Bleachery, north elevation with Smokestacks in background, looking south  

3 of 17 Bleachery, east elevation, looking north  

4 of 17 Bleachery, interior of c.1960 addition, main level, looking southwest  

5 of 17 Bleachery, interior of center c.1950 addition, looking northeast  

6 of 17 Bleachery, interior of eastern side of c.1950 addition, main level, looking 

northeast 

7 of 17 Bleachery, original 1923 laundry, looking south toward c.1937 addition 

8 of 17 Northwest oblique of Company Store, looking southeast 

9 of 17 Company Store, west façade, looking east  

10 of 17 Interior of Company Store, looking south  

11 of 17 West façade of Office Building, looking east 

12 of 17 Open area of Office Building, looking northeast  

13 of 17 Post Office, west façade, looking east  

14 of 17 Bridge with Smokestacks in background, looking east  

15 of 17 Smokestacks, looking south  

16 of 17 Northern water tower, looking northeast  

17 of 17 Southern water tower, looking north   

 

Index of Figures  

 

1 of 4 Bleachery prior to conversion from laundry and ice plant, 1923, northeast oblique  

2 of 4 Northeast addition to Bleachery, east elevation, undated, like c.1930 

3 of 4 Company Store and Office Building, undated, likely c.1937 

4 of 4 Aerial view showing northeast additions, 1947, “Presentation of Service Awards” 

program 
 

 
Paperwork Reduction Act Statement:  This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic 
Places to nominate properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings.  Response 
to this request is required to obtain a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C.460 
et seq.). 
Estimated Burden Statement:  Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 100 hours per response including time 
for reviewing instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form.  Direct comments regarding this 
burden estimate or any aspect of this form to the Office of Planning and Performance Management. U.S. Dept. of the Interior, 1849 
C. Street, NW, Washington, DC. 
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