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This form is for use in nominating or requesting determinations for individual properties and districts.  See instructions in National Register Bulletin, 

How to Complete the National Register of Historic Places Registration Form.  If any item does not apply to the property being documented, enter 

"N/A" for "not applicable."  For functions, architectural classification, materials, and areas of significance, enter only categories and subcategories 
from the instructions.   

 

1. Name of Property 

Historic name:  __Chapel of Hope _______________________________ 

Other names/site number: ______________________________________ 

      Name of related multiple property listing: 

      _______N/A_________________________________________________ 

      (Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Location  

Street & number: _2145 Pickens Street______ ______________________ 

City or town: __Columbia____ State: __SC___ County: __Richland_____  

Not For Publication:   Vicinity:  

____________________________________________________________________________ 

3. State/Federal Agency Certification   

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended,  

I hereby certify that this    X    nomination  ___ request for determination of eligibility meets 

the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of Historic 

Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.  

In my opinion, the property  _X__  meets   ___ does not meet the National Register Criteria.  

I recommend that this property be considered significant at the following  

level(s) of significance:      

 ___national                  _X_statewide           _X__local  

  Applicable National Register Criteria:  

_X_A             ___B           _X_C           ___D         

 

 

    

Signature of certifying official/Title:    Date 

______________________________________________ 

State or Federal agency/bureau or Tribal Government 
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In my opinion, the property        meets        does not meet the National Register 

criteria.   

     

Signature of commenting official:    Date 

 

Title :                                     State or Federal agency/bureau 

                                                                                         or Tribal Government  

____________________________________________________________________________ 

4. National Park Service Certification  

 I hereby certify that this property is:  

       entered in the National Register  

       determined eligible for the National Register  

       determined not eligible for the National Register  

       removed from the National Register  

       other (explain:)  _____________________                                                                                    

 

                     

______________________________________________________________________   

Signature of the Keeper   Date of Action 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

5. Classification 

 Ownership of Property 

 (Check as many boxes as apply.) 

Private:  

 

 Public – Local 

 

 Public – State  

 

 Public – Federal  

 

 

 Category of Property 

 (Check only one box.) 

 

 Building(s) 

 

 District  

 

 Site 

 

X
 
   
  

 
  

 
  

X
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 Structure  

 

 Object  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Number of Resources within Property 

 (Do not include previously listed resources in the count)              

Contributing   Noncontributing 

_____1_______   _____________  buildings 

 

_____________   _____________  sites 

 

_____________   _____________  structures  

 

_____________   _____________  objects 

 

_____1_______   ______________  Total 

 

 

 Number of contributing resources previously listed in the National Register _________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

6. Function or Use  

Historic Functions 

(Enter categories from instructions.) 

 RELIGION/religious facility_ 

 HEALTH CARE/hospital 

 ___________________ 

 ___________________ 

 ___________________ 

 ___________________ 

 ___________________ 

 

Current Functions 

(Enter categories from instructions.) 

 _____VACANT _____ 

 ___________________ 

 ___________________ 

 ___________________ 
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 ___________________ 

 ___________________
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_____________________________________________________________________________ 

7. Description  

 

 Architectural Classification  

 (Enter categories from instructions.) 

 LATE 19th AND 20th CENTURY REVIVALS/Colonial Revival 

 ___________________ 

 ___________________ 

 ___________________ 

 ___________________ 

 ___________________ 

 ___________________ 

 

 

Materials: (enter categories from instructions.) 

Principal exterior materials of the property: _Brick, glass, asphalt, wood______ 

 

 

 

Narrative Description 

(Describe the historic and current physical appearance and condition of the property.  Describe 

contributing and noncontributing resources if applicable. Begin with a summary paragraph that 

briefly describes the general characteristics of the property, such as its location, type, style, 

method of construction, setting, size, and significant features. Indicate whether the property has 

historic integrity.)   

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Summary Paragraph 

 

The Chapel of Hope is an L-shaped, masonry, ecclesiastical building constructed in 1965. The 

building is comprised of a two-story sanctuary and one-story administrative wing. The building, 

which is laid in a running brick bond, embodies typical Colonial Revival design elements such as 

a full-height pedimented portico, symmetrical façade, and entablature entrance. The bricks used 

to construct the chapel were repurposed from the original ca.1827 twelve-foot wall encircling the 

hospital campus, which was lowered in 1962. The building sits on approximately one acre of 

land on the former South Carolina State Hospital campus, originally known as the South 

Carolina Lunatic Asylum, and faces east toward Pickens Street. The sanctuary space features a 

front gable design with a brick tower, wooden belfry, and slate-roofed spire surmounted by a 

weathervane. The building’s L-shape is due to the administrative wing, called the Kempson 

Center, which matches the architectural vocabulary of the sanctuary space while remaining 

secondary through its single story height, smaller window size, and less ornate entrance. The 

chapel retains a high degree of integrity from its original construction date and period of 

significance.  
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______________________________________________________________________________ 

Narrative Description  

 

The Chapel of Hope’s east façade is three bays wide, two-stories tall, and features a full-height 

pedimented portico. The first floor features a centrally located double door entrance with a two-

light tracery transom above, all of which is encased in a wooden entablature with an urn at each 

end. The portico features a slate floor, which is accessed by a partial-width, four-step concrete 

stair. A metal railing with vertical pickets surrounds the portico with a decorative diamond 

shaped design with curved sides set within a circle. This decorative design is present on the north 

and south ends of the portico’s railing as well as on either side of the steps. Vertical picket 

railings are located along the edges of the steps as well as at the center. The two windows 

flanking the front doors are nine-over-nine light double hung wooden windows surmounted by 

brick jack arches with a centered cast stone keystone. While most of the chapel was constructed 

using repurposed 19th century brick, new bricks were used for the jack arches. The second floor 

features three nine-over-nine double hung windows. The pedimented portico is supported by four 

fluted Doric columns and two smooth pilasters. The portico entablature features a narrow 

architrave with a wider triglyph and metope frieze and modillions. The triangular pediment 

features horizontal shiplap boards and a simple cornice with modillions. Atop the chapel’s front 

gable roof is a brick tower with a circular nine-light window at the center of each face. The tower 

features brick corbelling and a cast stone fascia board and cornice. Atop the tower is a wooden 

belfry with canted corners. Each face of the belfry features an arched opening with a keystone. 

Each opening is filled with a rectangular louvered vent, each of which surmounted by a wooden 

decorative fanlight, filling the arched opening. The belfry features a wooden fascia board and 

cornice. A slate spire sits above the belfry and features a weathervane at its apex.  

 

The sanctuary’s north elevation, which exhibits wide fascia boards and deep eaves, features a 

small, two-bay wide front gable projection at its eastern end. This projection features two nine-

over-nine double hung windows and a circular louvered vent centered above them inside the 

gable. The projection’s west elevation features a wooden door with two vertically-glazed panels 

above two wooden panels. A small concrete and slate stoop with a decorative iron railing leads 

to this door from the sidewalk. On the sanctuary’s primary plane, there are four thirty-over-thirty 

wooden double hung windows followed by a twenty-five light window atop a single wooden 

four-panel door with an entablature. The final bay of the sanctuary’s elevation features a nine-

over-nine window before the Kempson Wing begins.  

 

The Kempson Wing’s east elevation is eleven bays wide with a pedimented pavilion occupying 

the eight and ninth bays. Beginning at the southern end, the east elevation features seven twelve-

over-twelve windows before reaching the two-bay pavilion. The pavilion features a tripartite 

window with a central nine-over-nine light window flanked by two six-over-six light windows, 

each of which is two panes wide by three panes tall. Continuing north along the pavilion, the 

single leaf entrance is recessed with canted paneled walls. The door is a wooden four panel door 

with the two upper panels composed of glass, though the glass is currently missing. A damaged 

tracery transom surmounts the door. A concrete and slate front stoop with iron railing connects 

the sidewalk to the doorway. Adjacent to the door on its north side is a plaque that reads: 
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KEMPSON CENTER 

J. OBERT KEMPSON, L.H.D. 

CHAPLAIN 1933-1938 

CHIEF CHAPLAIN 1940-1965 

DEDICATED PASTOR AND A PIONEER 

IN CLINICAL PASTORAL TRAINING 

SOUTH CAROLINA STATE HOSPITAL 

THE CHAPEL OF HOPE 

IS EVIDENCE OF 

HIS VISION AND LABOR 

 

The pavilion’s gabled pediment features a circular louvered vent at the apex. Returning to the 

wing’s original plane, the east elevation features two window bays before terminating.  

 

The Kempson Wing’s north elevation is two bays wide and bisected by a brick chimney. The 

two windows are both twelve-over-twelve light windows. Flanking the chimney in the gable are 

triangular louvered vents, which are painted white.  

 

The west elevation of the Kempson Wing is twelve bays long. Beginning at the northern end, the 

elevation features two twelve-over-twelve windows followed by a third twelve-over-twelve 

window, two nine-over-nine light windows, and a twelve-over-twelve window. Continuing 

south, there are two nine-over-nine windows followed by three bays of twelve-over-twelve light 

windows and a six-over-six window that is two panes wide by three panes high. Currently, all of 

the windows on this wing are covered with plywood boards. 

 

The west elevation of the sanctuary space features multiple planes and rooflines. Beginning at 

the northern end, adjacent to the Kempson Wing, there is a wooden door with two vertically-

glazed panels above two wooden panels. The door is surmounted by a jack arch and cast stone 

keystone. The sanctuary’s face features a circular louvered vent near the apex of the gable while 

the first floor features a four-bay wide projection. The projection features a Dutch gable roof. 

The gable features white horizontal beaded siding inside the gable-end as well as a circular vent 

in the apex. The projection’s face features four twelve-over-twelve double hung windows across 

it. Returning to the plane of the sanctuary, there is a door matching the one north of the 

projection, including the jack arch and keystone. The final bay of the west elevation features a 

nine-over-nine window located within the south elevation’s three-bay wide front-gable 

projection.  

 

The south elevation of the sanctuary features a three-bay wide, one-story front-gable projection. 

This plane features three windows: the western of which is a nine-over-nine window eastern 

while the center and eastern are twelve-over-twelve double hung windows. The gable features a 

louvered vent at its apex. Returning to the plane of the sanctuary space, the elevation features a 

twenty-five light window atop a single wooden four-panel door with an entablature. The window 

is surmounted by a brick jack arch and cast stone keystone. Continuing east, the sanctuary 

features four thirty-over-thirty double hung wooden windows, each with a brick jack arch and 
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cast stone keystone. The eastern end of the elevation is comprised of a small, two-bay wide front 

gable projection, which features two nine-over-nine double hung windows and a circular 

louvered vent centered above them inside the gable. The projection’s west elevation features a 

wooden door with two vertically-glazed panels above two wooden panels. A small concrete and 

slate stoop with decorative iron railing leads to this door from the sidewalk. The primary plane of 

the sanctuary features a wide fascia board and deep eaves.  

 

Interior 

 

The narthex, or entry vestibule, between the portico and the sanctuary, features a slate floor, 

white wooden wainscoting, and plaster walls. Crown molding and plaster ceiling molds are 

present along the ceiling. Flanking the narthex are ancillary support rooms including a small 

corridor and vestibule, a restroom, and double return staircase to the nave’s balcony. The nave, 

or sanctuary space, features two rows of twenty-three wooden pews. The flooring is carpet, the 

walls are plaster with white-painted wooden wainscoting, and a barrel-roof structure with an 

acoustical ceiling tile finish. A smooth pilaster is situated between each of the five windows 

along the north and south walls. Four steps lead to the altar, which features choir seating, a 

pulpit, and a lectern as well as an Ark for storing Torah scrolls.  

 

A U-shaped corridor system flanks the altar and wraps behind it, connecting the nave to the 

supporting rooms of chapel. Along the southern corridor there are two sacristy rooms, men’s and 

women's restrooms, and the organ room. Along the westernmost portion of the building are two 

choir rooms which are accessible from the north-south running corridor behind the altar. The 

northern east-west running corridor is bisected by the main corridor of the Kempson Wing. The 

western side of the Kempson Wing’s corridor features a janitor’s closet, seminar room, 

chaplain’s room, and work room followed by men’s and women’s restrooms and a kitchen. The 

east side features a seminar room, viewing room, two chaplain’s rooms, and a secretary’s office. 

The Elias Hort multi-purpose room is located at the northern end of the corridor with a small 

lobby located between it and the secretary’s office. The corridors and ancillary rooms feature 

plaster walls and carpeted flooring, except for the restrooms, which have ceramic tile flooring. 

The ceiling materials vary throughout the wings: the corridors have rectangular acoustical ceiling 

tiles, the choir rooms feature plaster ceilings, and the offices feature square acoustical ceiling 

tiles.  

 

The building retains a high degree of historic and architectural integrity from 1965, having 

sustained few changes throughout the years. According to the original building plans, the only 

changes that have taken place include the addition of carpet flooring over the original rubber tile 

floors in the nave, corridors, and breakout rooms and the replacement of original ceiling tiles 

with rectangular, more contemporary acoustical ceiling tiles. While the building is in a state of 

disrepair, its original design remains visibly intact and continues to convey its intended use.  

 

Site 

 

While this building retains a high degree of integrity, the overall site of the South Carolina State 

Hospital has been substantially altered. In 2010, a private developer entered into a contract to 
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purchase the entire complex over an eight year period and began developing a master plan for the 

site.1 Part of the master plan included the demolition of the Horger Library and Benet 

Auditorium across Pickens Street, the Dix Cottages, five small, frame bungalows located south 

of the Chapel of Hope, and the majority of the Williams Building, leaving only the central three 

bays extant. Additionally, multiple new buildings have been erected on the campus over the past 

decade, with several currently under construction. The new construction on the former campus 

utilizes massing and materials inconsistent with the historic buildings. These include the First 

Base Building, WestLawn Building, Segra Park baseball stadium, REI, Starbucks, multiple 

parking garages, and Iron Hill Brewery and Restaurant, among others.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                      
1 The Bull Street District, “About,” https://bullstreetsc.com/discover/about/.  

https://bullstreetsc.com/discover/about/
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_________________________________________________________________ 

8. Statement of Significance 

 

 Applicable National Register Criteria  

 (Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property for National Register  

 listing.) 

 

A. Property is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the 

broad patterns of our history. 

  

B. Property is associated with the lives of persons significant in our past.  

 

C. Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of 

construction or represents the work of a master, or possesses high artistic values, 

or represents a significant and distinguishable entity whose components lack 

individual distinction.  

 

D. Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, information important in prehistory or 

history.  

 

 

 

 

 

 Criteria Considerations  

 (Mark “x” in all the boxes that apply.) 

 

A. Owned by a religious institution or used for religious purposes 

  

B. Removed from its original location   

 

C. A birthplace or grave  

 

D. A cemetery 

 

E. A reconstructed building, object, or structure 

 

F. A commemorative property 

 

G. Less than 50 years old or achieving significance within the past 50 years  

 

 

 

 

 

X
 
  

X
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Areas of Significance 

(Enter categories from instructions.)  

_SOCIAL HISTORY _  

_ ARCHITECTURE __  

___________________  

___________________  

___________________  

___________________  

___________________ 

 

 

Period of Significance 

____1965-1972__ ____ 

___________________ 

___________________ 

 

 Significant Dates  

 ___________________  

 ___________________ 

 ___________________ 

 

Significant Person 

(Complete only if Criterion B is marked above.) 

___________________  

___________________  

___________________ 

 

 Cultural Affiliation  

 ___________________  

 ___________________  

 ___________________ 

 

 Architect/Builder 

 Lafaye, Fair, & Lafaye_ 

 ___________________  

 ___________________ 
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Statement of Significance Summary Paragraph (Provide a summary paragraph that includes 

level of significance, applicable criteria, justification for the period of significance, and any 

applicable criteria considerations.)  

 

The Chapel of Hope at the South Carolina State Hospital is significant at the state level under 

Criterion A: Social History and at the local level under Criterion C: Architecture. The chapel was 

the State Hospital’s first and only purpose-built space dedicated to providing pastoral care to 

patients and was the sole purpose-built chapel at any state mental health facility during the 

period of significance. The building features not only a sanctuary space for multi-faith worship 

services, but also an administrative wing that housed the Academy for Pastoral Education to 

better equip religious personnel for work in a clinical setting. For years, the hospital struggled 

with fundraising for a dedicated religious space but, by 1963, with enough funding for 

construction and plans from renowned local architecture firm Lafaye, Fair, & Lafaye, the South 

Carolina State Hospital was ready to build the Chapel of Hope. The firm, which held numerous 

well-known commissions throughout the state, designed the building in the Colonial Revival 

style to complement the prominent buildings on the hospital grounds such as the Mills, Babcock, 

and Williams buildings while also designing a space that would house religious services for 

multiple denominations. Additionally, the chapel was constructed using recycled bricks from the 

complex’s western wall, which was lowered to allow more visual access to the hospital and 

illuminate the care taking place behind the red brick wall. The building serves as an illustration 

of the hospital’s evolution in addressing the spiritual needs of patients in a clinical setting and its 

commitment to traditional architecture for an ecclesiastical building.  

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Narrative Statement of Significance (Provide at least one paragraph for each area of 

significance.)   

 

Criterion A: Social History  

 

Established in 1821 as one of the first state-run mental health facilities in the U.S., what was 

originally called the South Carolina Lunatic Asylum opened as a “curative institution for patients 

of all classes,” with optimistic moralistic treatments for those deemed mentally ill in South 

Carolina.2 The facility opened in 1828 and implemented the traitement moral (moral treatment) 

method of patient care where the facility promoted a curative environment that used fresh air, 

physical movement, and a strict schedule to treat patients’ mental maladies in lieu of the physical 

restraints and prison-like accommodations common in earlier facilities.3 Religion was part of the 

curative treatment methods implemented by hospital staff, who believed cultivating a sound soul 

could lead to a sound mind. The earliest instances of religious care in the hospital were under the 

first superintendent John Waring Parker’s tenure. He led the religious services and conducted 

them from inside the hospital’s main building, later known as the “Mills building” for its 

                                                      
2 Peter McCandless, “South Carolina Lunatic Asylum/State Hospital,” South Carolina Encyclopedia, Institute for 

Southern Studies, University of South Carolina, October 12, 2016; accessed January 21, 2022.  
3 Diana Garnett, Stephanie Gray, and Kayla Halberg, “The Story: An Historical Narrative of the South Carolina 

State Hospital at Bull Street,” Digitizing Bull Street, 2014. http://www.digitalussouth.org/bullstreet/story/.   

http://www.digitalussouth.org/bullstreet/story/
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architect, Robert Mills. But by 1842, the hospital’s Board of Regents identified a need for 

professional clergy.4 In 1844, Ebenezer Lutheran Church’s Reverend Elias Hort left his post and 

became the hospital’s first chaplain, establishing and growing the pastoral care mission at the 

asylum.5 The chaplaincy would continue to search for a permanent home until the construction 

of the Chapel of Hope began in 1963.  

 

As the number of patients at the South Carolina Lunatic Asylum grew, so too did the access to 

the institution’s pastoral care, posing an issue for where to house the growing ministry. The 

chapel outgrew the Mills building in 1873 and moved to two wooden buildings that are no longer 

extant until 1885 when it moved to the Babcock building’s third floor. While this space posed 

accessibility challenges for some patients, the stained glass windows and large gathering space 

made it a suitable location for the hospital’s religious works and the chapel remained here until 

1956. During the Babcock building’s tenure as the chapel, the hospital began constructing a 

separate facility for Black patients called the State Park campus, located approximately eight 

miles north of the Bull Street campus. The segregation of the State Hospital began following the 

1915 National Committee for Mental Hygiene study, which was commissioned by Governor 

Manning, and gradually occurred until 1937, when the last African American patients were 

transferred from the Mills building to State Park.6 The State Park campus further shrouded the 

nature of patient treatment for African Americans due to its geographic isolation eight miles 

from downtown where most Columbians could not and did not see their treatment or conditions.   

 

At the height of the hospital’s occupancy in the 1950s, the chapel moved to the newly 

constructed Benet Auditorium, a Modern building with only one level, providing easier access 

for patients and additional space as the State Hospital housed approximately 4,000 patients.7 

While the Benet Auditorium was a vast improvement from the previous locations, the space did 

not provide the religious ministry a dedicated place for its spiritual practices. As early as 1943, 

when administrators and chaplains began searching for funds, but by particularly by 1949 when 

an “urgent need” was cited for a “definitive place of worship,” and by 1959, the chaplaincy 

sought to have a chapel for religious services that “offers the environment for worship which no 

general purpose auditorium can effectively” provide.8 Hospital records discussing the funding 

and construction of the Chapel of Hope show that, though money was also raised to erect a 

chapel for the Black patients at State Park, the needs of the white patients were prioritized, and 

the Chapel of Hope was constructed at Bull Street first.9 

 

The construction of the Chapel of Hope finally provided a permanent, purpose-built home to the 

hospital’s religious mission. Initial donations for the chapel were reportedly made by a “few 

                                                      
4 Larry Lane, “Chapel of Hope: The Mission of Religion at the SC State Hospital,” Digitizing Bull Street, 2014. 

http://www.digitalussouth.org/bullstreet/chapel/.  
5 Lane, “Chapel of Hope.” 
6 Garnett, Gray, and Halberg, “The Story: An Historical Narrative of the South Carolina State Hospital at Bull 

Street.”  
7 Ibid.  
8 “Church Building Fund,” Annual Report of the South Carolina State Hospital, 1949, page 29; “Chaplaincy 

Department,” Annual Report of the South Carolina State Hospital, 1959, page 68.  
9 Lane, “Chapel of Hope.” 

http://www.digitalussouth.org/bullstreet/chapel/
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white patients” in 1943, who provided some $30,000 towards the facility’s construction. In 1952, 

the South Carolina General Assembly matched those funds, but it took another ten years to 

procure the additional $140,000 needed to build the chapel. In the interim, fundraising drives, 

such as golf tournaments, were held around the state to assist with procuring funds for this 

endeavor. With the appropriate funds secured, construction began in December 1963, with a 

cornerstone laid in October 1964. At the cornerstone ceremony, one speaker captured the 

chapel’s significance to the hospital campus by touting the twenty-years of effort that had made 

the facility possible. Construction proceeded over the next few months, and the chapel officially 

opened on February 14, 1965.10 While the funds for the Bull Street campus were dispersed, the 

State Park campus continued to utilize the Fisher Auditorium as its worship space. It would take 

until 1969, after State Park was desegregated and became Crafts-Farrow State Hospital in 1965, 

a geriatric facility, for South Carolina to raise funds for a purpose-built chapel for that hospital.11 

 

The Chapel of Hope provided space for spiritual reflection and connection with a higher power, 

but also included of an administrative wing. This wing provided office and training space for 

chaplains, allowing them to focus on how to minister to the psychologically ill and better 

understand the relationship between spirituality and mental health. The Kempson Center’s 

Academy for Pastoral Education, which began in 1946 as a clinical pastoral education center 

started by Chief Chaplain J. Obert Kempson, sought to understand the relationship between 

psychology and religion.12 This intersectional field of study first came into prominence in the 

early 1900s, but particularly by the mid-1920s when Anton Boisen became the chaplain at 

Worcester State Hospital and studied the correlation between theology and psychology, taking 

on students who studied it as well.13 By 1946, the South Carolina State Hospital began growing 

its own clinical pastoral program and by 1958 hosted ten theological students and ministers from 

various religious denominations in clinical pastoral training. By 1963, the number of students 

increased to nineteen, necessitating additional space for the growing program.14 In this same 

year, State Park also featured a training program for Black psychologists as part of that location’s 

clinical pastoral education program.15 

 

After decades of lacking an appropriate space to both conduct religious ceremonies and minister 

to the religious needs of patients, repeatedly citing the need for a sanctuary “that will be 

symbolic of the emphasis the hospital places on chaplaincy treatment activities and worship 

services,” the Chapel of Hope and the attached Kempson Center met those needs.16 The 

Kempson Center featured chaplain offices and seminar rooms for smaller religious meetings. 

This wing allowed for the hospital to grow its mission, educating clergy in the "complexities of 

                                                      
10 Lane, “Chapel of Hope.” “Golfers Soon Able to Play Against Pros,” The Columbia Record, May 10, 1961. “New 

Chapel Is Dedicated As ‘Symbol’ at Hospital,” The State, February 15, 1965. Palmetto Variety, Vol. 12, No. 10, 

(October 1964): 3. 
11 “Palmetto State: S. C. Hospital Renamed for 2 Legislators,” The Greenville News, August 17, 1966; “Chapel is 

Dedicated Tuesday,” The Columbia Record, April 28, 1969. 
12 “Georgian To Talk At Clinical Meet,” The Columbia Record, April 28, 1971.  
13 Ann M. Kerlin, “Pastoral Care: From Past to Present,” Journal of Biblical Ministries (Fall 2014): 9; ibid.  
14 “Chaplaincy Department,” Annual Report of the South Carolina State Hospital, 1958, page 75; “Chaplaincy,” 

Annual Report of the South Carolina State Hospital, 1963, page 65. 
15 “State Park Unit,” Annual Report of the South Carolina State Hospital, 1963, 64.  
16 “Chapel,” Annual Report of the South Carolina State Hospital,1963, page 121.  
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providing religious services in a clinical environment," to the hospital’s patients.17 In the 1963 

Annual Report, the hospital’s pastoral care contacts saw an increase of twenty-one percent, 

which included interviews with patients, intensive counseling sessions, and visiting critically ill 

patients, demonstrating the importance of spiritual health and its relationship to mental health.18 

The hospital’s superintendent, Dr. William S. Hall, wholeheartedly supported the mission. At the 

dedication ceremony, he cited the necessity of the chapel and Academy for Pastoral Education, 

stating that “those who are disturbed mentally are in need of the support spiritually which is 

vitally important for everyone. The chaplain therefore is a member of the treatment team.”19 As 

the chaplain became an integral member of the team, the role professionalized. In 1962, Chaplain 

G. Jarvis McMillan received a certificate of accreditation by the Council for Clinical Training, 

qualifying him as a certified clinical pastoral instructor. Meanwhile, Chief Chaplain Kempson 

“actively participated in the Leadership Conference on Religion and Mental Health” where he 

lectured on such topics as the church as a redemptive community, and pastoral care in mental 

illness, among others.20 This professionalization of pastoral care coincided with the overall shift 

to a more progressive and transparent State Hospital in the 1960s.  

 

One way the South Carolina State Hospital began demystifying the work at the Bull Street 

campus was by lowering the twelve-foot wall surrounding the complex. The lowering of the 

wall, which occurred in 1962, helped reduce stigma and provide more transparency about the 

goings on at the State Hospital’s Bull Street campus, but also made the recycled brick available 

to build the chapel. Constructed in 1827, the wall long served as a physical and metaphorical 

barrier between the hospital and the greater Columbia community. One historian of Columbia’s 

built environment has observed, “Those bricks were used in the construction of the chapel 

building, signifying the coming together of the outside community and the community here on 

the campus.”21 The use of the recycled bricks was viewed as an inspirational sentiment, 

transforming the “wall of separation” into the “spire of the spirit” and “creating a more healthful 

attitude toward the mentally ill.”22  

 

The Chapel of Hope is an important illustration of Columbia’s social history, representing the 

codified implementation of pastoral care in a mental health setting. It exemplifies the years long 

struggle to establish a purpose-built religious structure on the complex, which incorporated the 

Kempson Center to study the relationship between spiritual health and mental health. The chapel 

is a physical manifestation of the growing importance and professionalization of chaplaincy and 

pastoral care in the mid-20th century and represents evolving ideas about the role of religion and 

spirituality in mental health during the same period. As the only purpose-built chapel at a state 

mental health hospital during the period of significance, the Chapel of Hope has unique historical 

associations with the history of mental health and pastoral care in South Carolina.  

                                                      
17 “Chaplaincy Department,” Annual Report of the South Carolina State Hospital, 1960, page 39; Lane, “Chapel of 

Hope.” 
18 “Chaplaincy,” Annual Report of the South Carolina State Hospital, 1963, page 64. 
19 Variety, Vol. 13, No. 3 (March 1965): 16a -17a.   
20 “Chaplaincy,” Annual Report of the South Carolina State Hospital, 1963, page 65.  
21 Down on Bull Street, produced, written, directed by Lynn Cornfoot (2016; Columbia, SC: SCETV). 
22 “1827 Hospital Brick Wall Lowered,” Annual Report of the South Carolina State Hospital, 1963, page 123; Lane, 

“Chapel of Hope.” 
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Criterion C: Architecture  

 

Designed by prominent architecture firm Lafaye, Fair, Lafaye and Associates, the Chapel of 

Hope exhibits standard tenets of Colonial Revival ecclesiastical architecture at a time when the 

firm was known for its Modern designs. Established in 1913 as Lafaye and Lafaye, the firm 

designed numerous prominent South Carolina buildings before World War II, including the 

Wade Hampton State Office Building, Providence Hospital, Township Auditorium, and the 

Columbia Hotel in Columbia, the U. S. Federal Courthouse in Aiken, the Hartsville Community 

Center and Market in Hartsville, and the McLeod Infirmary in Florence among numerous 

others.23 In 1938, Herndon M. Fair joined the firm, which was renamed Lafaye, Fair, and Lafaye 

until 1946 when Walter Petty, a draftsman with the firm, became an associate, and the name 

changed yet again to Lafaye, Fair, Lafaye and Associates.24 From 1946 until the firm’s demise in 

the 1970s, Lafaye, Fair, Lafaye and Associates designed many of South Carolina’s educational, 

commercial, institutional, and religious buildings, including many on the grounds of the South 

Carolina State Hospital.  

 

On the hospital’s campus, the firm designed the Laundry and Bakery buildings (1914), the 

LaBorde Building (1929), Trezevant (1931), Ensor (1938), and finally the Horger Library and 

Benet Auditorium (1956), all of which range in architectural style and detailing.25 However, 

Trezevant, LaBorde, Horger, and Benet have all been demolished within the past five years. The 

earlier buildings embodied the Classical emphasis seen throughout the complex while the 1956 

library and auditorium evolved to display the hospital’s embrace of Modernism. By the 1950s, 

the firm was designing primarily Modern structures such as the Carolina Life Insurance building 

(1949) a few blocks south on Bull Street, the Mutual Motors sales department (1950 - altered) on 

North Main Street, the Security Federal building (1953 - altered) on Washington Street, and 

numerous equalization schools across the state.26 As architectural trends shifted toward 

Modernism in the postwar period, the firm remained relevant with aesthetics and layouts that 

made buildings more functional and efficient to construct. The Horger Library and Benet 

Auditorium, which were located directly across Pickens Street from the chapel, exhibited 

modern, abstracted Classical elements to maintain a sense of continuity throughout the 

complex’s architecture. When it came time to design the Chapel of Hope in 1965, Lafaye, Fair, 

Lafaye and Associates would return to the more quintessentially classic styles of the hospital 

complex and employ Colonial Revival elements to link this building to the older, grander 

structures on the site.  

 

Though designed during the mid-century period, the Chapel of Hope exhibits a Colonial Revival 

style that speaks to the architectural precedent set on the grounds of the South Carolina State 

Hospital. The Greek Revival Mills building was the first to be constructed on the grounds and 

                                                      
23 Andrew W. Chandler, “Lafaye and Lafaye,” South Carolina Encyclopedia, Institute for Southern Studies, 

University of South Carolina, February 2, 2017. Accessed March 1, 2022.  
24 Ibid.  
25 “Buildings,” Digitizing Bull Street, 2014. http://www.digitalussouth.org/bullstreet/buildings/.  
26 “Record of Commissions,” Lafaye and Lafaye, South Caroliniana Library.  

http://www.digitalussouth.org/bullstreet/buildings/
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was completed in 1827. The design aimed to cure patients through the use of well-ventilated 

corridors, south-facing patient rooms for maximum sunlight, and rooftop gardens for outdoor 

access.27 The Mills building established an architectural vocabulary that many, though not all, 

buildings on the asylum campus followed. This lexicon included columns, triangular pediments, 

and masonry construction. The largest building on the site is the Babcock Building, which was 

constructed in multiple phases from 1857 until 1885. The masonry building’s Renaissance 

Revival design features large Doric columns on its one-story central portico while the roof 

features a pedimented gable. As the two most prominent buildings on the grounds, these 

structures influenced the design of the 1965 Chapel of Hope, which despite being located across 

from two earlier Modern buildings, features a Colonial Revival design that borrows from the 

precedents of Mills and Babcock.  

 

While the campus began to shift to Modern architectural styles with the construction of Horger 

and Benet, the decision to design the Chapel of Hope in the Colonial Revival style was very 

deliberate. Following years of design development as funds were being raised, Lafaye, Fair, 

Lafaye and Associates settled on a Colonial Revival style despite having previously drawn a 

contemporary design for the chapel. According to the architects, the change was made to include 

a portico and “tower of proper dignity” to denote the space as a house of worship while also 

connecting it to the other monumental buildings on the hospital grounds.28 The building’s use of 

recycled brick from the 1827 wall encircling the campus also added a level of classicism to the 

1965 building. The Colonial Revival design, executed using recycled antebellum bricks, allowed 

the mid-century era building to visually connect with the hospital’s early buildings while 

exuding the traditional design of a religious institution.  

 

The Chapel of Hope’s design exhibits quintessential Colonial Revival elements, which were 

meant to evoke feelings of traditionalism, strength, and security. The Colonial Revival 

architectural style arose in the late nineteenth century and has prevailed in residential, 

educational, religious, and civic architecture for over a century. The style “refers to the rebirth of 

interest in early English and Dutch houses of the Atlantic seaboard,” particularly Georgian and 

Adams styles.29 Rooted in these early American architectural styles, Colonial Revival buildings 

became popular because of the style’s perceived association with the patriotism, whiteness, and 

democratic values of the early American republic. While Colonial Revival remained (and 

continues to remain) favorable in popular culture, architects often mocked the style as 

inauthentic and inorganic, primarily after the 1932 “Modern Architecture” exhibit at the Museum 

of Modern Art.30 In contrast to Colonial Revival styles, Modernism was seen as “inventive, not 

imitative, rational, not fake,” and a cure for social issues, which is perhaps why it is used in other 

institutional buildings on the grounds of the hospital.31 The Chapel of Hope, which the architects 

                                                      
27 Kayla Boyer Halberg, “Mills: An Asylum, ‘Old Building,’ and Historic Landmark,” Digitizing Bull Street, 2014. 

http://www.digitalussouth.org/bullstreet/mills/.  
28 Lane, “Chapel of Hope.” 
29 Virginia and Lee McAlester, A Field Guide to American Houses (New York: Knopf, 2006), 324. 
30 William B. Rhoads, “The Long and Unsuccessful Effort to Kill Off the Colonial Revival,” in Re-Creating the 

American Past: Essays on the Colonial Revival, ed. Richard Guy Wilson, Shaun Eyring, Kenny Marotta 

(Charlottesville: University of Virginia Press, 2006), 14, 17. 
31 Rhoads, “The Long and Unsuccessful Effort to Kill Off the Colonial Revival,” 16.  

http://www.digitalussouth.org/bullstreet/mills/
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chose to design in the Colonial Revival style instead of their often employed Modernistic style 

on the hospital grounds, speaks to the hospital’s desire for the chapel to appear sacred and 

traditional like other religious buildings in the community.  

 

In addition to being one of the few examples of mid-century Colonial Revival architecture on the 

grounds of the State Hospital, the chapel is also significant for its multi-faith sanctuary space, 

which was designed to accommodate the various religious affiliations of the hospital population. 

The sanctuary, or nave, resembled a standard Christian religious institution. However, the altar 

was designed so that different religious groups could hold services in the same building. As most 

patients were either Protestant, Catholic, or Jewish, the chapel featured what appears to be a 

standard altar and pulpit. However, the altar also exhibits an Ark for storing Torah scrolls, 

highlighting the multidenominational concept of the chapel. This inclusive, multi-faith concept 

was viewed as a “testament to a new age of openness” at the campus at a time when the hospital 

was beginning to implement its deinstitutionalization program.32 Outside the hospital, multi-faith 

facilities appear incredibly rare in the Columbia area if not throughout the state. Places of 

worship that served people from multiple faiths were few and far between. Examples of non-

denominational houses of worship began to surface in South Carolina in the 1950s, although 

non-denominational institutions such as schools, orphanages, and hospitals were common in the 

early twentieth century. The fact that the Chapel of Hope features accommodations for Catholic, 

Protestant, and Jewish spiritual practices makes it unusual in Columbia.  

 

There are few extant purpose-built chapel buildings associated with Columbia’s secular 

institutions. Rutledge Chapel at the University of South Carolina (USC) was originally built as 

part of the South Building (later Rutledge College) in 1805. The building was multi-purpose and 

also included a dormitory, library, and lecture hall. A fire destroyed part of the building, 

including the chapel, in 1855, but it was rebuilt and continues to serve a variety of functions at 

the university.33 In the early 20th century, the Ernest Cooper Community Building at the former 

South Carolina tuberculosis sanitarium housed a chapel on the second floor.34 In addition to the 

chapel space, the building also provided a variety of other uses, including a library, rooms for 

guests, and a barber shop. The community building was constructed in 1933.35 The two-story 

brick building was designed in the Art Deco style and is rectangular in plan. The first floor 

façade features an ornate limestone entrance, while the second floor entrance to the chapel is 

                                                      
32 Garnett, Gray, and Halberg, “The Story: An Historical Narrative of the South Carolina State Hospital at Bull 

Street.”  
33 “Rutledge College: University of South Carolina Horseshoe,” Historic Columbia, accessed October 31, 2022, 

https://www.historiccolumbia.org/tour-locations/900-sumter-street-0. Rutledge Chapel is located within Rutledge 

College, a building on the Horseshoe of the University of South Carolina campus. The Horseshoe is to the east of 

Sumter Street, between Pendleton and Greene streets. 
34 The campuses of the state’s tuberculosis hospital and the African American mental health hospital were both 

historically referred to as “State Park” and/or “state sanitarium.” Both campuses are located off of Farrow Road, 

with the tuberculosis hospital to the south and east of Farrow Road, west of Parklane Road, and northeast of S.C. 

Highway 277. The former segregated mental health facility for African Americans, which became Crafts-Farrow 

State Hospital in 1965, is less than two miles to the southwest, located to the east of Farrow Road between Beckman 

Drive to the north and Interstate 20 to the south. 
35 “State Park Chapel To Be Used Sunday For First Service,” The State, August 4, 1933, 12. The Ernest Cooper 

Community Building is located at 20 Hinton Street. The first floor continues to house a United States Post Office. 

https://www.historiccolumbia.org/tour-locations/900-sumter-street-0
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located on the secondary, south side elevation. In contrast to some of Columbia’s mid-20th 

century institutional chapels, these earlier chapels were housed within buildings serving a variety 

of functions and were not separate purpose-built houses of worship.   

 

Examples of chapels explicitly built to serve multiple faiths are rarer still. The United States 

Army constructed a multi-faith chapel at Fort Jackson in 1965, though it sharply contrasts with 

the Chapel of Hope. The Magruder Chapel at the military installation featured a Modern design 

with abstracted traditional religious elements such as a tower with belfry and steeple. 

Additionally, the Magruder Chapel only held three hundred worshipers while the Chapel of Hope 

could accommodate double that capacity.36 Both chapels featured movable altars for Jewish and 

Christian worship, but as the sole, purpose-built religious building on the hospital grounds, the 

Chapel of Hope was the only option for congregants whereas the fort featured seven total houses 

of worship from which to choose. Another contemporary of the Chapel of Hope was the Faith 

Chapel constructed in 1969 for the Crafts-Farrow (formerly State Park) State Hospital. This 

chapel, also designed by Lafaye, Fair, Lafaye and Associates, replaced the Fisher Auditorium, 

which previously served as the worship space. 37 The design of Faith Chapel is primarily 

executed in red brick, but reflects a Modernist aesthetic. Architecturally, it represents a 

significant departure from the firm’s design for the very traditional Chapel of Hope, and is more 

typical of their work during the midcentury period. The building is roughly L-shaped in plan, 

with an A-frame sanctuary set atop the one-story base. The ornamentation on the building is 

minimal, and is largely derived from the geometric window patterns in the sanctuary and the 

rectangular lattice which originally formed the belfry.38 

 

The Chapel of Hope is an intact example of a multi-faith place of worship, and represents the 

uncommon institutional chapel building type in Columbia. The building is a rare example of 

Colonial Revival architecture on the State Hospital campus and, in contrast to both contemporary 

chapels on at other local institutions, reflects architectural traditionalism rather than Modernism. 

The chapel is architecturally significant as an example of its type and style, and retains a high 

degree of integrity from its construction while remaining one of the few extant buildings 

associated with the State Hospital.  

 

                                                      
36 “Chaplain Inspects New Chapel,” The Columbia Record, November 23, 1965. Magruder Chapel is located at 4360 

Magruder Avenue at Fort Jackson.  
37 “Chapel is Dedicated Tuesday,” The Columbia Record, April 28, 1969. The chapel is now identified as Crafts-

Farrow State Hospital Building 22 and is located at 22 Azalea.  
38 Based upon available Google aerials and Google Street View, the belfry was removed sometime between 2014 

and 2022, though the brick base of the steeple tower remains.   
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______________________________________________________________________________ 

10. Geographical Data 

 

 Acreage of Property ____0.94_______ 

 
 

Use either the UTM system or latitude/longitude coordinates 

 

Latitude/Longitude Coordinates 

Datum if other than WGS84:__________ 

(enter coordinates to 6 decimal places) 

1. Latitude: 34.016988  Longitude: -81.033256 

 

2. Latitude: 34.017250  Longitude: -81.033343 

 

3. Latitude: 34.017260  Longitude: -81.033463 

 

4. Latitude: 34.017302  Longitude: -81.033546 

 

5. Latitude: 34.017336  Longitude: -81.033555 

 

6. Latitude: 37.017291  Longitude: -81.033744 

 

7. Latitude: 34.017299  Longitude: -81.033946 

 

8. Latitude: 34.017208  Longitude: -81.034263 

 

9. Latitude: 34.016668  Longitude: -81.034037 

 

10. Latitude: 34.016720 Longitude: -81.033854 

 

11. Latitude: 34.016809 Longitude: -81.033882 

 

 

Verbal Boundary Description (Describe the boundaries of the property.) 

 

The boundaries follow the parcel lines for tax parcel R09113-16-05, as laid out in the 

attached Richland County Tax map. The parcel is irregularly shaped but is roughly bounded 

by Pickens Street to the east, Chapel Drive to the south and west, and the future Matilda 

Evans Street to the north.  

 

 Boundary Justification (Explain why the boundaries were selected.) 
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 The boundaries encompass the historic building and its immediate environs that retain  

 integrity from the period of significance.   

______________________________________________________________________________ 

11. Form Prepared By 

 

name/title: __Jane Campbell, Preservation Consultant _ ______________________ 

organization: _Rogers Lewis Jackson Mann & Quinn, LLC___ ________________ 

street & number: _1901 Main St. Suite 1200__ _____________________________ 

city or town:  __Columbia_______ state: ___SC_____ zip code:__29201 ________ 

e-mail_jcampbell@rogerslewis.com ____ 

telephone:__803-978-1963__ _________ 

date:_____4/22/2022________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Additional Documentation 

 

Submit the following items with the completed form: 

 

 Maps:   A USGS map or equivalent (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's 

location. 

    

  Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous 

resources.  Key all photographs to this map. 

 

 Additional items:  (Check with the SHPO, TPO, or FPO for any additional items.) 

 

 

Photographs 

Submit clear and descriptive photographs.  The size of each image must be 1600x1200 pixels 

(minimum), 3000x2000 preferred, at 300 ppi (pixels per inch) or larger.  Key all photographs 

to the sketch map. Each photograph must be numbered and that number must correspond to 

the photograph number on the photo log.  For simplicity, the name of the photographer, 

photo date, etc. may be listed once on the photograph log and doesn’t need to be labeled on 

every photograph. 

 

Photo Log 

 

Name of Property: Chapel of Hope 

 

City or Vicinity: Columbia 

 

County: Richland    State: SC 
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Photographer: Jane Campbell 

 

Date Photographed: 9/15/2021; 3/1/2022 

 

Description of Photograph(s) and number, include description of view indicating direction of 

camera: 

 

1 of 13  East façade with full-height portico, looking west    

2 of 13 South elevation of nave, looking northwest  

3 of 13 West elevation, looking east  

4 of 13  East elevation of Kempson Center wing, looking south  

5 of 13 North elevation of nave, looking southeast  

6 of 13  Front doors to narthex, east façade, looking west  

7 of 13  Interior of nave, looking west  

8 of 13  Interior of nave looking toward balcony, looking east  

9 of 13  Altar with Ark along western wall, looking west  

10 of 13  Corridor of Kempson Center wing, looking north  

11 of 13 Choir room behind altar, looking northwest  

12 of 13 Chaplain room in Kempson Center wing, looking west  

13 of 13  Hort Room at north end of Kempson Center wing, looking northwest  
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1 of 1  Dedication Day photograph, The State newspaper, February 15, 1965.  
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