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1. Name of Property 

Historic name:  _Arial Mill________________________________________ 

Other names/site number: _Alice Manufacturing, Arial Plant                         _ 

      Name of related multiple property listing: 

      __N/A_________________________________________________________ 

      (Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Location  

Street & number: _212 Rice Road____________________________________ 

City or town: _Easley________ State: _SC_________ County: _Pickens________  

Not For Publication:   Vicinity:  

____________________________________________________________________________ 

3. State/Federal Agency Certification   

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended,  

I hereby certify that this    X   nomination  ___ request for determination of eligibility meets 

the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of Historic 

Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.  

In my opinion, the property  _X_  meets   ___ does not meet the National Register Criteria.  I 

recommend that this property be considered significant at the following  

level(s) of significance:      

 ___national                  ___statewide           _X_local  

  Applicable National Register Criteria:  

_X_A             ___B           ___C           ___D         

 

 

    

Signature of certifying official/Title:    Date 

______________________________________________ 

State or Federal agency/bureau or Tribal Government 

 

X  

  



United States Department of the Interior  
National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form  
NPS Form 10-900     OMB Control No. 1024-0018      

 

Arial Mill  Pickens Co., SC 
Name of Property                   County and State 
 

Sections 1-6 page 2 
 

In my opinion, the property        meets        does not meet the National Register 

criteria.   

     

Signature of commenting official:    Date 

 

Title :                                     State or Federal agency/bureau 

                                                                                         or Tribal Government  

 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

4. National Park Service Certification  

 I hereby certify that this property is:  

       entered in the National Register  

       determined eligible for the National Register  

       determined not eligible for the National Register  

       removed from the National Register  

       other (explain:)  _____________________                                                                                    

 

                     

______________________________________________________________________   

Signature of the Keeper   Date of Action 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

5. Classification 

 Ownership of Property 

 (Check as many boxes as apply.) 

Private:  

 

 Public – Local 

 

 Public – State  

 

 Public – Federal  

 

 

 Category of Property 

 (Check only one box.) 

 

 Building(s) 

 

 District  

 

X

 

   

  

 

  

 

  

 

  

X
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 Site 

 

 Structure  

 

 Object  

 

 

 

 Number of Resources within Property 

 (Do not include previously listed resources in the count)              

Contributing   Noncontributing 

____4_________   ______0_______  buildings 

 

_____1________   ______0_______  sites 

 

_____________   ______0_______  structures  

 

_____________   ______0_______  objects 

 

______5_______   ______0________  Total 

 

 

 Number of contributing resources previously listed in the National Register _N/A_____ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

6. Function or Use  

Historic Functions 

(Enter categories from instructions.) 

 _INDUSTRY: manufacturing facility 

      ___________________ 

 ___________________ 

 ___________________ 

 ___________________ 

 ___________________ 

 ___________________ 

 

Current Functions 

(Enter categories from instructions.) 

 _VACANT_________ 

 ___________________ 

 ___________________ 

 ___________________ 

 ___________________ 

 ___________________
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_____________________________________________________________________________ 

7. Description  

 

 Architectural Classification  

 (Enter categories from instructions.) 

_OTHER: Textile Mill_________ 

 _LATE 19TH AND 20TH CENTURY REVIVALS: Colonial Revival__________________ 

 ___________________ 

 ___________________ 

 ___________________ 

 ___________________ 

 ___________________ 

 

 

Materials: (enter categories from instructions.) 

Principal exterior materials of the property:  

 

Foundation – Concrete 

Walls – Brick, aluminum siding  

Roof - Asphalt  

 

 

 

Narrative Description 

(Describe the historic and current physical appearance and condition of the property.  Describe 

contributing and noncontributing resources if applicable. Begin with a summary paragraph that 

briefly describes the general characteristics of the property, such as its location, type, style, 

method of construction, setting, size, and significant features. Indicate whether the property has 

historic integrity.)   

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Summary Paragraph 

 

The Arial Mill is an early twentieth century textile mill located about two miles outside the 

Easley city limits in Pickens County, in the northwestern foothills of South Carolina (see 

attached Regional Map). The main mill, warehouses, and waste house were constructed between 

1928 and 1929; additional construction campaigns in the 1950s, 1960s, and 1980s, created the 

current configuration of the mill (see attached Construction Phases Map). Arial was the last mill 

completed in Pickens County before the Great Depression. Another textile mill would not be 

constructed in the county until 1952.1 The Arial Mill complex consists of the historic main mill 

with additions, an office building that has been connected to the main mill via additions, 

warehouse row, waste house ruins, and pumphouse. All buildings and additions have red brick 

                         
1 “Alice Manufacturing Firm Building Mill Near Pickens,” Greenville News (Greenville, SC), November 14, 1952. 
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exteriors except the office, which is painted brick with a painted aluminum-sided south addition. 

Historically, the mill complex also included a powerhouse and smokestack, which were 

demolished between 1986 and 1994 (Figures 12 and 7) and a mill pond, which was drained in 

1986 and infilled (Figure 13). The complex at Arial Mill retains historic integrity, as further 

discussed in the narrative below.  
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Narrative Description  

 

Site 

 

The Arial Mill complex is located on a 16.2-acre tract approximately two miles from the City of 

Easley in Pickens County, South Carolina (see attached Regional Map). The site is bounded by 

Rice Road to the west, Arial Street to the north and east, and the Doodle Trail (formerly the 

Pickens Railroad) and SC Highway 8 to the south (see attached Boundary Map & Site Plan). 

There is significant tree cover at the southwest corner of the property, as well as at the east of the 

property, adjacent to where the mill pond (now drained) was located. There are two modern 

power stations located along the south side of the main mill building. The main parking area is 

located behind the building, along the north elevation. The main mill, warehouses, and waste 

house were constructed between 1928 and 1929; additional construction campaigns in the 1950s, 

1960s, and 1980s, created the current configuration of the mill (see attached Construction Phases 

Map). The Arial Mill complex consists of the historic main mill with additions, an office 

building that has been connected to the main mill via additions, warehouse row, waste house 

ruins, and pumphouse. All buildings and additions have red brick exteriors except the office, 

which is painted brick with a painted aluminum-sided south addition. Historically, the mill 

complex also included a powerhouse and smokestack, which were demolished between 1986 and 

1994 (Figures 12 and 7) and a mill pond, which was drained in 1986 and infilled (Figure 13).   
 

Contributing Resources 

 

1. Main Mill Building (1928-29, ca. 1947, ca. 1961, ca. 1964, and 1987) – Contributing 

Building 

 

Exterior 

 

The main mill building is a two-story, rectangular brick building on a partially raised basement. 

Due to the topography, the basement is only accessible from the east and west ends of the 

building. The main (south) façade is oriented towards the Doodle Trail and SC Highway 8. This 

façade is composed of red brick and features a regular rhythm of large, equally spaced window 

openings, all of which have been bricked up. Many of the former first and second floor window 

openings feature a small square vent with a cast stone sill. The infill of windows likely took 

place circa 1961 when a modern air conditioning system was installed in the building.2 Window 

openings along the raised basement are placed at the east and west ends of the building and are 

                         
2 “Addition To Alice Plant At Easley Is Announced,” Greenville News, August 24, 1961. 
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approximately a third of the size of the larger openings on the first and second levels. At the 

basement level, roughly every other bay featured a window unit, each of which had a cast stone 

sill and soldier course header. The first level window openings generally feature cast stone sills. 

A soldier course of red brick serves as a header for these windows. The second level window 

openings appear to be the same size as the first level but do not have cast stone sills. It is possible 

that the sills were removed when the windows were infilled with brick. These openings appear to 

extend all the way to the wood cornice line, located immediately below the roof. Each window 

bay is divided by a brick pilaster approximately two feet in width. At the top of each pilaster is a 

carved wood bracket, located beneath the roof overhang. 

 

At the west end of the south façade, in the fourth and fifth bays, the first level window openings 

have been converted to rolling garage doors (Photo 5). A wide concrete ramp extends from these 

openings and down to a gravel lot. The date of these changes is unknown. Three cooling/washing 

towers project from the south elevation of the mill and were most likely built in 1961 when a 

new modern air conditioning unit was installed.3 These towers were constructed by 1964, as they 

appear on the aerial from that year (Figure 4). Beginning at the fourteenth bay (from the west), a 

large rectangular cooling/washing tower extends out from the façade. This tower is 

approximately two bays wide and extends above the roof to meet with a monitor sided with 

corrugated metal. From this tower, a one-story brick addition with no windows extends further 

along the south façade, to the east. This addition was constructed ca. 1976 and is further 

described below. There are two additional cooling/washing towers along the south façade, 

starting approximately in the thirty-sixth and forty-seventh bays. Both towers contain no 

windows, are approximately three bays wide, and extend above the roof line to meet monitors 

sided with corrugated metal. Each tower has a large metal vent located near the top. The last 

tower was incorporated into the 1987 addition to the building. This addition is fully described 

below.  

 

At the east end of the building, the last eight bays of the south façade appear to be an early 

addition to the complex. From the interior of this addition, it is clear that it mimics the style and 

pattern of the original mill building. It was likely added by the end of 1929 when the mill 

received unspecified additions. It was definitely completed by 1947 as it appears in an aerial 

photograph of the complex (Figure 1). However, as detailed above, a large addition made in 

1987 now obscures the first-floor exterior of this historic addition. 

 

The east elevation of the mill building is irregularly shaped as the historic addition described 

above is narrower than the original building’s footprint (Photo 8). It is approximately four bays 

wide with narrow window openings in the first and fourth bays, and larger openings in the 

second and third bays. All openings have been infilled with brick or contain a combination of 

brick and large metal vents. The 1987 addition wraps around the southeast corner and obscures 

the first bay at the first level. This one-story addition features a garage door opening and a 

single-width door with a raised concrete walkway extending from it. In the fourth bay, at the 

basement level, there is a single-width door with a concrete walkway covered with a metal 

                         
3 “Addition To Alice Plant At Easley Is Announced,” Greenville News, August 24, 1961. 
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awning. This walkway continues around the corner, providing access to the single-width door 

located at the first level of the northeast tower. Extending from the north elevation of the historic 

addition is a ca. 1964 two-story brick section with a large window opening on the north side. 

This opening has been bricked in. This addition may have originally connected to a portion of 

the powerhouse, which stood adjacent.  

 

Approximately eight bays of the east elevation of the original mill building are visible beyond 

the additions. Like the south elevation, it has a regular rhythm of bays with bricked in window 

openings separated by brick pilasters. Many of the original cast stone windowsills have been 

removed. In the fifth bay (from the south), there is a single-width metal door at the first and 

second levels. These doors are accessed via a metal staircase that extends from the ground level 

to the second level and is covered by an aluminum canopy. 

 

The north elevation is identical to the south in terms of the number of bays, window openings, 

and spacing (Photo 1). There are two narrow towers, one each at the east and west ends, and 

three slightly wider towers evenly spaced across the center of the north elevation. All three 

central towers are visible in an early photograph of the mill taken approximately between 1928 

and 1935 and were likely original stair towers (Figure 11). Originally, the two flanking towers 

were narrower than the center tower, but an additional bay was added to each by 1964 (Figure 4). 

The narrow towers at the far ends of the elevation can first be clearly identified in the 1951 aerial 

(Figure 2). These narrow towers extend above the roof line, and the window openings have been 

bricked up but still contain the original cast stone sills. The westernmost tower has loading 

access at the first level and an elevated concrete ramp extends down to the west from the loading 

door. Adjacent to the westernmost tower is a one-story addition. This addition is approximately 

fifteen bays long and extends in front of the western central tower. This addition has no 

windows, only equally spaced, small, square metal vents. At the west end of this addition, there 

is a garage door that has been fixed into place with a single width steel door set into one side 

(Photo 3). A raised concrete walkway extends from this entrance and connects to a series of 

raised concrete walkways that run to the waste house, warehouse row, and along the west 

elevation of the mill building. It appears that this addition was constructed sometime between 

1976 and 1981 (Figures 5 and 6).  

 

The western central tower has bricked in window openings and a one-bay addition, constructed 

by 1964, on its west elevation. There is a second, larger and slightly taller brick tower addition is 

appended to the east side of the original tower. This addition was also constructed by 1964 

(Figure 4). A narrow ramp to the east of this addition connects the main mill to the warehouse 

row. The original stair tower, located near the center of the north elevation, is one bay wide and 

two bays long (Photo 2). The original window openings have been bricked in. A single width 

steel door is located at the first level and may have served as a main entrance to the mill since 

there is not one located on the south façade. Adjacent to the stair tower, to the east, there is a 

one-story addition constructed by 1976 (Figure 5). This addition contains no windows, only 

vents. The brick addition is connected to the original stair tower at the east side. To the east of 

this brick addition is a corrugated metal sided addition with an overhead rolling door at its north 
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face and attached to the top floor of the mill by three large metal ducts. It was added after 1994 

as it does not appear on the aerial photograph of the complex taken that year (Figure 7). 

 

To the east of the corrugated metal addition is a paved roadway ramp leading from the parking 

lot to a loading door on the main mill’s north elevation. Beyond this ramp, to the east, is the third 

of the central towers. Like it’s western counterpart, this tower has a one-bay addition on its west 

side, and the window openings are all bricked in. A brick one story addition is present on this 

towers east side, similar to the one on the east side of the center stair tower and also built by 

1964 (Figure 4). At the far eastern end of this plane of the north elevation is another narrow 

tower with infilled window openings. Beyond this point the plane of the elevation recesses seven 

bays souths to the north elevation of the early addition to the mill, built between 1929 and 1947. 

The north elevation of the addition is described in section 1a below. This elevation is eight bays 

long and originally would have closely matched the appearance of the south elevation. A narrow 

tower, like those at the far ends of the main plane of the north elevation, is present at the far 

eastern end of this early addition. The windows openings in this tower are bricked up, though the 

sills are still evident. The lower stories of this elevation are largely obscured by a ca. 1964 

addition, described below in section 1a.   

 

The west elevation of the mill building is eleven bays wide and has window openings on the first 

and second levels (Photo 4). The third bay appears to contain an original window; this unit is 

steel-framed and contains twenty-eight lites with a four-pane operable hopper panel in the lower 

quadrant. There are extant sashes in three other openings on the first level. The basement level 

has a double-width loading door in the fourth bay. It does not appear that there were any other 

openings at the basement level. A concrete loading dock extends across most of the west 

elevation and connects to the series of elevated walkways providing access to the wastehouse 

and warehouses. There is a brick stair tower located in the sixth bay. The tower is original to the 

mill, as it appears in a photograph of the west elevation from 1929 (Figure 8). It is unclear if the 

tower originally had windows or other openings. Presently, it has no windows but contains metal 

vents. In the seventh bay, at the second level, a single-width door has been punched into the 

former window opening and a metal staircase extends down into the narrow space between the 

mill building and the office building. A two-story, ca. 1964 addition to the original office 

building partially obscures the last three bays of the west elevation. A two-story, partially 

enclosed exterior corridor connects the mill to the office building at the first and second levels.  

 

Roof 

 

The roof of the main mill building is flat and covered with long strips of asphalt roofing material. 

There are two large monitors that are original to the mill’s construction. An early, undated photo 

of the mill, most likely taken in the 1930s or 1940s, shows that both of these monitors had 

windows (Figure 9). Given the lack of substantial ceiling cuts on the second level of the mill, it is 

likely these monitors acted as a form of ventilation system as opposed to skylights. There are a 

few small openings in the ceiling of the second level that support this theory. When modern air 

conditioning was installed in the building, it appears that the windows were removed and/or 

covered over, and the space used for ductwork and other related mechanical equipment. Three 
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additional monitors were constructed to connect the main monitor space to the three cooling 

towers constructed along the south façade of the plant. The east monitor was also enlarged, 

presumably to house the large equipment needed for conditioning the building. A corrugated 

metal stair overrun was added to the roof of the original bathroom stack to provide access to the 

roof. 

 

Interior 

 

The interior of the mill building is like most industrial facilities of the period and features tall 

open spaces punctuated by cylindrical steel posts supporting exposed steel I-beam joists (Photo 

9). The main mill floor plan is five bays wide with the third bay being slightly wider. The ceiling 

is composed of painted wood planks. The brick walls have been painted a variety of colors, 

mostly cream, light blue, yellow, and green. The floors are finished hardwood with narrow 

planks. At the east end of the building, the 1929 addition interior finishes are identical to the 

main mill; however, the addition is only two bays wide (Photo 10). 

 

At the west end of the mill building, a brick wall runs south to north, creating a separate space 

away from the mill’s main floor area. This wall runs through to the roof; thus it was constructed 

to provide a firebreak. This section of the mill could have been the picker room originally, given 

its proximity to the waste house. Picker rooms were often more prone to fire, due to debris 

getting caught in the machinery. 

 

1a. Main Mill, ca. 1964 East Addition 

 

Exterior 

 

This two-story brick addition is located east of the main mill and attached to the early mill 

addition (constructed between 1929 and 1947) along its north elevation. This addition was 

constructed between 1955 and 1964, when it first appears on an aerial photo of the complex. The 

powerhouse was originally located directly north of this addition and appears to have connected 

to it (Figure 4). There are no window openings in the addition, except for one large opening at 

the second level, which has been bricked up. This opening was located at the point of connection 

between the addition and the powerhouse, and is flanked by two wall remnants. The addition has 

two wing-like brick wall projects at the center and the northwest corner. The interior of this 

addition is not accessible at this time. 

 

1b. Main Mill, ca. 1964 Southwest Addition 

 

Exterior 

 

This large, one-story addition is located just west of the center of the south façade, and adjacent 

to the first (from the west) cooling/washing tower. The addition is approximately eighteen bays 

wide.  and covers the original window openings on the lower floors of the main mill (Photo 6). 

Constructed of red brick, the southwest addition has a flat roof and no window openings or 
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exterior ornament. Along the west side of this addition, a corrugated metal sided section runs the 

width of the addition and contains three loading doors as well as a single width entry door 

accessed via a metal staircase. This loading dock area was added between 1976 and 1981 

(Figures 5 and 6).  

 

Interior 

 

The interior of the addition is separated into two distinct spaces. Where the loading area was 

added, the steel framing and insulated walls are visible on the interior. The exterior brick walls of 

the earlier addition are also visible. The ceiling is supported by steel girders and the underside of 

the corrugated metal roof decking is exposed. 

 

A double width opening leads into the main volume of the addition. The exposed brick walls are 

painted yellow. The ceiling is composed of wood decking and steel I-beams supported by thinner 

I-beam columns. The floor is finished with concrete. Along the west wall, there is a row of 

offices composed of temporary partition walls. Along the north wall, the brick pilasters of the 

original exterior wall remain with the original window openings serving as pass-throughs into 

the main mill beyond. The east wall of the space appears to have been constructed later as it is 

composed of wood framing with sheet rock or fiberboard finishing. A large pass-through 

opening divides the east wall in two. There are additional rooms located on either side of the 

pass-through corridor, which terminates in a single-width door just before reaching the second 

cooling/washing tower along the south façade. 

 

1c. Main Mill, 1987 Southeast Addition 

 

Exterior 

 

The 1987 southeast addition is an approximately 60,000 square foot, brick and steel building that 

was added at the east corner of the historic mill building.4 The addition steps down in height, 

creating the appearance of three separate areas, however the interior is all one space. The tallest 

portion is located at the east end, with the center section being roughly three feet lower. The west 

section is another foot lower than the center section. The addition subsumes the third cooling 

towers located at this end of the original mill building. There are no windows in this addition. 

The south wall of the tallest section is taken up with two large sections of louvered vents. 

 

Interior 

 

The interior is one large open space with a concrete floor punctuated by steel I-beam posts. The 

ceiling is composed of corrugated metal decking and steel I-beam joists. The interior walls are 

finished with concrete block and painted yellow. There are two sections of offices and training 

rooms constructed from concrete block. At the east end of the addition, there is a garage door 

and a single-width steel door. 

                         
4 “Alice Manufacturing building mill addition,” Greenville News, August 6, 1987. 
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2. Office Building (ca. 1940, ca. 1955-1964, ca. 1976) – Contributing Building 

 

Exterior 

 

The office building for the mill is located at the southwest corner of the property, along Rice 

Road.  The office is a painted brick one-story building with a two-story Colonial Revival style 

addition to the east and a one-story addition with a clerestory at the south (Photo 11).5 The office 

is not described as one of the buildings completed with the main plant in 1929. Given that the 

Great Depression played havoc with the textile industry, the office is unlikely to date to the 

1930s. While it is strange for a mill to not have a formal office, it is possible that administration 

duties were carried out at Alice Mill, located approximately two-and-one-half miles from the 

Arial plant. It is likely that the office was constructed as textile operations returned to normal 

following the Great Depression; this period was associated with the ramping up of supply efforts 

during World War II. Alternatively, beginning in 1946, the mill’s parent company began 

upgrading the houses in Arial Mill Village. It is possible the office was built during this period, 

especially given the residential style of the original building section. The office building in its 

earliest iteration appears on an aerial photograph taken in 1947 (Figure 1).  

 

The original office building was a brick-faced structure approximately five bays long and two 

bays wide according to historic aerial photographs. A pre-1964 photo shows that the south 

façade of the building contained a centrally placed front entry featuring a single-width door and 

stoop (Figure 9). This area was covered by a small porch stoop with columns. This original entry 

was later obscured by a ca. 1976 addition that subsumed a portion of the south façade. However, 

the first, fourth, and fifth bays of the original building’s south façade are still visible today. The 

first bay contains a bank of three double-sashed windows with eight panes in each sash. The 

third and fourth bays contain paired, wood-framed, eight-over-eight window units as well. 

Wooden shutters flank each set of windows.  

 

The west elevation has two types of windows. In the first bay (from the south) there is a set of 

paired, wood-framed windows with eight panes in each sash. The second bay has a wood triple 

window with eight panes in each sash.  

 

The north elevation has two single windows followed by a single-width door accessed by a set of 

brick steps. There are then two sets of paired windows like the ones found in other parts of the 

building, followed by a triple window, also of the same type as found at the south and west 

elevations. 

 

Interior 

 

The original office section is accessed via a hallway beyond the mezzanine stair located in the 

ca. 1976 addition. This hallway leads to a long single corridor that runs from the west to the east 

                         
5 The additions are described in sections 2a and 2b below. 
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end of the building. There are eleven rooms and two closets located off of this hallway. The 

interior of this building has been gutted to the studs due to the presence of hazardous materials.  

 

2a. Office Building, East Addition, ca. 1955-1964 

 

The first addition to the office occurred between 1955 and 1964 (Figures 3 and 4). The brick 

addition is Colonial Revival in style and is two stories (Photo 12). It extends from the east side of 

the original office and is three bays long and two bays wide. Both the south and north sides are 

identical. Each bay has a wood framed, six-over-six window flanked by shutters. At the east end 

of the addition, a two-story, exterior stair hall connects the office addition to the main mill 

building.  

 

Interior 

 

The ca. 1955-1964 addition is accessed at the east end via the original office building section, via 

the first floor. This addition has a single corridor at each level with five rooms and offices 

located off it. There does not appear to be an internal staircase to access the second floor. 

Instead, the second floor is accessed by external stairhall that connects the building to the main 

mill. The second floor contains a central corridor with four rooms/offices. Due to hazardous 

materials, the interior of the addition has been gutted to the studs; however, the hardwood floors 

have been retained. 

 

2b. Office Building, South Addition, ca. 1976 

 

The second addition to the office was constructed by 1976 (Figure 5). This south addition 

extends from the second and third bays of the original office building and is one-and-half stories. 

It has oversized pedimented gabled porch supported by a Doric column at each end and two plain 

posts towards the center. A single width entry door is centered on the south façade and is flanked 

by a six-over-six window with shutters. The east side of the addition has a paired eight-over-

eight window. The west side of the addition has two sets of paired eight-over-eight windows.   

 

Interior 

 

The main entry to the office is through the 1970s addition. This addition contains the lobby with 

three offices to either side. In the center of the lobby is a ceiling opening with the semi-

transparent walls of the mezzanine level above. The lobby is finished with carpet and grasscloth 

wallpaper on the walls. A wooden screen system sits immediately below the mezzanine opening 

and features wooden planters. The mezzanine is accessed via a staircase at the rear of the 

addition, placed roughly where the entry to the original building would have been located. There 

appears to be one room on either side of the mezzanine level.  

 

3. Warehouse Row (ca. 1928 – 1929) – Contributing Building 

 

Exterior 
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Warehouse Row is located on the north side of the property at the west end, adjacent to Arial 

Street (Photo 13). There were two warehouses constructed as part of the original plant in 1929, 

so it is likely some or all of the current warehouses can be dated to that period.6 Based on an 

early historic photo, it appears a significant portion of the row was in place by about 1935 

(Figure 1). The wider footprint of the easternmost bay may suggest it was built at a different time 

than the other four warehouse bays. The current footprint of the opener room and warehouses 

was in place by 1947 (Figure 1). Likely in the mid-twentieth century, the roof was raised to 

accommodate larger openings at the south elevation. This change is evident from the change in 

brick bond on the four western bays, from seven-course common bond on the lower section of 

the building and running bond brick above.7 

 

The building contains five warehouses and an opener room at the west end. All spaces are 

divided by brick firewalls. A concrete platform extends along most of the south façade and may 

be original to the building as it was once the loading platform alongside a railroad siding that ran 

in between the warehouses and the mill. The platform is visible in an early photograph of Arial 

Mill taken between 1928 and 1935 (Figure 11). This platform is covered by a metal awning and 

has several extensions, including walkways to the main mill building and waste house. There is a 

covered loading dock at the west elevation, beside the original opener room. A covered walkway 

extends along the north elevation and has non-historic steel railings. Each warehouse has double 

door entry at the south and north elevations. At the south elevation, each warehouse bay appears 

to have a window placed above the metal canopy. All these windows have been covered with 

plyboard or filled in with brick and concrete block. The east elevation has no windows; however, 

there is a small, brick one-story addition extending east from this elevation. Above the loading 

doors on the north elevation, there are metal vents.  

 

Interior 

 

The interiors of the westernmost four warehouse bays are similar. The floors are finished with 

concrete and the walls are exposed brick. A single line of wooden posts divides each bay into 

two sections. Ceiling joists are also of wood with exposed wooden decking. The fifth bay, at the 

far east end of the row, differs in that it is wider than the preceding four. It has wooden posts 

dividing the space into two, but the ceiling joists are steel I-beams. The opener room also differs 

from the warehouse bays. It sits lower on the ground and is accessed by descending a set of brick 

steps at the south and north entries. It too has steel I-beam joists. At some point, the west wall 

had highly placed, long, horizontal openings, though it is not clear if these openings had window 

units. These openings have been infilled with brick and plywood. 

                         
6 “Arial Plant of Alice Mills Is Just Completed,” Greenville News, April 14, 1929. It is not clear if the original 

reference is to warehouses with more than one bay, or if the original warehouses were altered through subdivision 

and/or the construction of additional bays.  
7 The exact date of this alteration is unknown, though the use of running bond brick would likely indicate it was 

done in the mid- or late-twentieth century. It can be speculated that as equipment such as forklifts came into use in 

the mid-twentieth century, higher clearance was needed in the warehouses to facilitate access.  
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4. Pumphouse (by 1948) – Contributing Building 

 

The pumphouse is located on the northwest corner of the mill pond which was drained in 1986. It 

is a small one-story red brick building on a concrete foundation with a flat roof and short 

overhanging eaves (Photo 15). There are exposed rafter tails on the east side of the roof.  

 

The west elevation contains a double steel door and a small, highly placed window with a cast 

stone sill. The east elevation is taller as it extends down to where the pond was located. 

 

5. Waste House Ruins (ca. 1928 – 1929) – Contributing Site  

 

The ruins of the two-story red brick waste house are located northwest of the main mill building, 

behind the office building (Photo 14). The waste house was constructed as part of the original 

complex. 

 

The waste house is six bays long and two bays wide. Its exterior design mimics the main 

building with brick pilasters separating each window bay. At the east and west elevations, there 

are single window openings in the first and sixth bays, and double window openings in the 

second, third, fourth, and fifth bays. Each window opening has a cast stone sill and a header 

composed of a brick soldier course. Each of the two bays located at the south and north 

elevations has a double window, a cast stone sill, and a header composed of a brick soldier 

course. There are some deviations located on the east side of the building. For instance, the third 

bay on the second level has an elevated tunnel connecting it to the mill building. 

 

The waste house is highly deteriorated. The roof has collapsed as has the floor structure inside 

the building. Parts of the walls and windows on the upper floor have also buckled. The ruins are 

not accessible due to structural failure. It is not clear how the building was originally laid out due 

to the interior collapse. Although the waste house is now a ruin, it contributes to the significance 

of the property as a site.8  

 

Integrity  

 

Arial Mill retains its historic integrity. All of the extant resources at the mill complex remain in 

their original locations. The setting of the mill is largely defined by the historic mill village, 

which surrounds the property to the north, northwest, northeast, and east. A small number of 

buildings postdating the end of the period of significance are in the area, but the intrusion is 

minimal as there are no buildings in the area that remotely compete with the size and scale of the 

mill. Additionally, although the adjacent railroad is not extant, its location is marked by the 

Doodle Trail. The mill complex also retains integrity of design. Several of the mill buildings 

were added on to or changed over the course of the period of significance, which is consistent 

                         
8 This resource was included as a contributing site at the direction of the National Park Service. Roger Reed, NPS 

Comments, Historic Preservation Certification Application Part 1 – Evaluation of Significance, for Arial Mill, 212 

Rice Road, Easley, Pickens County, approved May 3, 2022.  
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with the evolution of textile mills in the 20th century and represents the mill’s growth, expansion, 

and modernization. Interiors that were generally open and expansive remain so. The additions 

made the main mill c.1987 and to the office building c. 1976, as well as the demolition of the 

powerhouse and smokestack, and the infill of the mill pond, do negatively impact the property’s 

integrity of design. However, the majority of the complex’s buildings are still extant and their 

design continues to reflect the period of significance. The complex also retains integrity of 

materials and workmanship, as the exterior materials of the various building phases, as well as 

many interior finishes, have changed very little since 1973. Finally, the complex retains integrity 

of both feeling and association. Although the mill has been vacant for twenty years, it is still very 

intact and immediately reads as a textile mill to any observer. The main mill dominates the 

landscape as it did historically, with its long brick facades broken up by towers, with ancillary 

buildings such as the warehouse row, office, pumphouse, and wastehouse (now in ruin) 

positioned to the sides and rear of the mill. The mill interiors remain large, open spaces with 

wood floors and ceilings supported by rows of columns. The property is clearly still recognizable 

as a 20th century mill complex and therefore still conveys the feeling and association of a textile 

mill.  
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______________________________________________________________________________ 

8. Statement of Significance 

 

 Applicable National Register Criteria  

 (Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property for National Register  

 listing.) 

 

A. Property is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the 

broad patterns of our history. 

  

B. Property is associated with the lives of persons significant in our past.  

 

C. Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of 

construction or represents the work of a master, or possesses high artistic values, 

or represents a significant and distinguishable entity whose components lack 

individual distinction.  

 

D. Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, information important in prehistory or 

history.  

 

 Criteria Considerations  

 (Mark “x” in all the boxes that apply.) 

 

A. Owned by a religious institution or used for religious purposes 

  

B. Removed from its original location   

 

C. A birthplace or grave  

 

D. A cemetery 

 

E. A reconstructed building, object, or structure 

 

F. A commemorative property 

 

G. Less than 50 years old or achieving significance within the past 50 years  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

X
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Areas of Significance 

(Enter categories from instructions.)  

_INDUSTRY________  

___________________  

___________________  

___________________  

___________________ 

 

 

Period of Significance 

_1928-1973________ 

___________________ 

___________________ 

 

 Significant Dates  

 _1929__________  

 ______________ 

 ____________________ 

       

 

Significant Person 

(Complete only if Criterion B is marked above.) 

__N/A______________ 

___________________  

___________________ 

 

  

 Cultural Affiliation  

 _N/A_______________ 

 ___________________  

 ___________________ 

 

 Architect/Builder 

 McKissick, Ellison S., Sr. 

 Sirrine, J.E. ___________  

 _____________________ 
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Statement of Significance Summary Paragraph (Provide a summary paragraph that includes 

level of significance, applicable criteria, justification for the period of significance, and any 

applicable criteria considerations.)  

 

Commissioned by the locally prominent McKissick family and designed by the J.E. Sirrine 

Company with the assistance of Ellison McKissick Sr., Arial Mill is locally significant under 

Criterion A: Industry for associations with the Upstate South Carolina textile industry in the 

early 20th century.9 Upon the mill’s opening in 1929, it was equipped with the latest modern 

machinery for weaving and spinning, boasting 24,000 spindles. The mill operated until 2003 

when the McKissick family decided to consolidate Arial’s operations at their newer Ellison, 

Foster, and Elljean plants.10 The period of significance for Arial Mill begins with its construction 

in 1928. As the mill continued to operate until 2003 and was still a profitable venture in the early 

1970s, the period of significance for the complex ends in 1973, which is the current fifty-year 

cut-off for historical significance. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Narrative Statement of Significance (Provide at least one paragraph for each area of 

significance.)   
 

Criterion A: Industry 

 

Arial Mill, initially constructed in 1928-1929, is a relatively late entry to the textile industry of 

Upstate South Carolina, which began following the American Civil War as the defeated southern 

states looked to industrialization as a means of repairing a decimated economy. Its operation 

until 2003 reflects the successful attempts of its parent company, Alice Manufacturing, to 

compete in a market flooded with cheap imported goods when other textile companies became 

obsolete. The long operation period and success of Arial Mill is a testament to the textile 

industry’s significance to Pickens County. The textile boom which swept South Carolina in the 

late 19th and early 20th centuries was largely centered in the Upstate, especially the cities of 

Greenville and Spartanburg and their surrounding areas.11 About fifteen miles from downtown 

Greenville, the mills in and around Easley were part of this intense concentration of textile 

production and long served as a major source of employment in Pickens County.12   

 

With the end of the American Civil War, South Carolina found itself at a crossroads. 

Confederate defeat brought freedom to enslaved African Americans, who in 1860 made up more 

than half of the state’s residents and whose forced labor was the cornerstone of the state’s 

agricultural economy. Sharecropping eventually provided a new labor system for agricultural 

                         
9 The Upstate or Upcountry region of South Carolina refers to the northwestern corner of the state and, while not 

formally defined, is usually considered to include the following counties: Oconee, Pickens, Greenville, Spartanburg, 

Cherokee, Union, Laurens, Anderson, Abbeville, Greenwood, and sometimes McCormick. 
10 Sara Harvey and Ed O’Donoghue, “Alice to Close its Arial Plant,” Greenville News (Greenville, SC), May 13, 

2003. 
11 David L. Carlton, “Textile Industry,” South Carolina Encyclopedia, June 28, 2016, 

https://www.scencyclopedia.org/sce/entries/textile-industry/.  
12 Donna K. Roper, “Pickens County, South Carolina Encyclopedia, June 20, 2016, 

https://www.scencyclopedia.org/sce/entries/pickens-county/.  

https://www.scencyclopedia.org/sce/entries/textile-industry/
https://www.scencyclopedia.org/sce/entries/pickens-county/
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production, but South Carolina needed other industries to complete its economic restructuring.13 

The textile mill would answer this need. Textile manufacturing took place in South Carolina in 

the antebellum era, however this nascent enterprise made little economic impact in the pre-war 

years, most likely due to the monopoly of northern textile mills. It would take the expansion of 

the railroad system in the state during the late 19th century to launch South Carolina’s textile 

boom.14 

 

Arial Mill was a later entry to the ranks of textile mills in South Carolina, but this may have been 

the result of the slow development of the industry in Pickens County. The county, dominated by 

rural farming, remained small and undeveloped in the years following the Civil War; indeed, the 

county of Pickens was not created until 1868.15 As in many other rural areas in South Carolina, 

the arrival of the railroad marked an upward economic trajectory for Pickens County. The 

construction of the Atlanta and Charlotte Air Line Railroad (later renamed the Southern 

Railway) in the 1870s connected Pickens County to far flung destinations and opened the 

floodgates for commerce. It also brought the textile industry.16 Founded in 1895, the Cateechee 

Mill (later Norris Mill) was the first mill in the county to open, and its success paved the way for 

further expansion of the industry. By 1910, Pickens County boasted six additional textile mills: 

Easley Mills No. 1 (1899) and No. 2 (1900), Glenwood Mill (1902), Pickens Mill (1906), Easley 

Mill No. 3 (1909), and Alice Mill (1910).17  

 

Arial Mill was founded by the McKissick family, who arrived in Easley in 1923. That same year, 

the local Alice Mill, founded in 1910, was put up for sale. A. Foster McKissick, with his son 

Ellison at his side, purchased Alice Mill and founded the Alice Manufacturing Company. By 

1926, the McKissicks streamlined production at Alice Mill by installing new machinery and 

adopting modern mill processes; these efforts would result in a doubling of the mill’s output.18 

Two years later, Foster and Ellison hatched a plan to build a new mill that would allow them to 

further their interests in the textile industry. The McKissicks purchased a tract of land 

approximately three miles outside of Easley; the property included an area called Arial Mountain 

and was located adjacent to the Pickens Railroad. The project would be called Arial Mill.  

 

Arial Mill would boast a streamlined design for the production of printed cotton cloth, allowing 

for double the capacity of Alice Mill in a much smaller footprint. It would house 24,000 spindles 

featuring the latest and most efficient spinning innovation, the Saco-Lowell Roth Long Draft 

                         
13 Orville Vernon Burton, Beatrice Burton, and Matthew Cheney, “Tenantry,” South Carolina Encyclopedia, 

accessed August 17, 2022, https://www.scencyclopedia.org/sce/entries/tenantry/; Population of the United States in 

1860, Compiled from the Original Returns of the Eighth Census (Washington, D.C., 1864), 448-51. 
14 Carlton, “Textile Industry.” 
15 Roper, “Pickens County.”  
16 Anne Sheriff, “A Brief History of Pickens,” Pickens County Historical Society, accessed July 28, 2022, 

https://pickenscountyhistoricalsociety.com/pickens-county-timeline/. 
17 Martin Meek, “Easley Mill,” National Register of Historic Places Registration Form (Washington, DC: U.S. 

Department of the Interior, National Park Service, 2013), accessed via South Carolina Historic Properties Record, 

August 18, 2022, http://schpr.sc.gov/index.php/Detail/properties/26805.  
18 Holly McKissick, “The Alice Story: The Business, the Community, the People,” (Unpublished manuscript, fall 

2021), typescript, 21. 

https://www.scencyclopedia.org/sce/entries/tenantry/
https://pickenscountyhistoricalsociety.com/pickens-county-timeline/
http://schpr.sc.gov/index.php/Detail/properties/26805
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system.19 Ellison tapped J.E. Sirrine and Company to be the architects of record for the new mill, 

and according to newspaper reports, he was responsible for overseeing the construction of the 

project.20 However, family records indicate that Ellison may have designed the complex, which 

consisted of the two-story brick mill building, two warehouses, an opener room, a waste house, 

and a boiler room.21 An April 1929 photo taken from the southwest corner of the property 

(opposite to the eventual powerhouse location) shows that the smokestack at least was not 

completed at that time, otherwise it would have been visible towering above the mill (Figure 

8).22 However, by December 1929, the McKissicks announced an expansion to Arial Mill, 

though it is not clear what this entailed.23 It is possible that the powerhouse as well as the east 

end addition to the main mill could have been part of this campaign. Both sections of the 

complex appear in an undated photograph of the site, likely taken in the 1930s or 1940s (Figure 

9). The main mill (with later additions) and the warehouse row are the two surviving buildings 

from this initial period of construction, along with the waste house, which is now a ruin.  

 

While the initial outlook for Arial Mill was positive, there were dark days ahead for the textile 

industry, and the rest of the country. Just six months after the opening of Arial Mill, the stock 

market began a precipitous decline, resulting in a national economic collapse and the start of the 

Great Depression. The effects of this calamitous event took some time to reach South Carolina; 

however, the state was already experiencing economic difficulties due to the boll weevil’s impact 

on cotton crops and the poor agricultural practices exhausting the soil. Despite the poor financial 

outlook for farmers given the lower cotton prices, textile manufacturers thrived as the cost of 

production materials declined.24 This situation would account for the construction of Arial Mill 

despite the state’s precarious economic condition.  

 

Textile manufacturers would begin to feel the pinch of the dire economic climate by the early 

1930s. As the American public tightened their spending habits, there was a corresponding 

reduction in new orders for textiles. In an effort to support the local economy, South Carolina 

media outlets documented the “Live At Home” movement, which encouraged buyers to purchase 

state-made goods ranging from foodstuffs to fabric. In an April 19, 1931 article in The State 

newspaper, a listing of South Carolina fabric manufacturers to patronize included both Alice and 

Arial mills as producers of printed cotton cloth. The article also noted that textile manufacturers 

with company stores would be participating in the “Live At Home” movement by purchasing 

South Carolina made foodstuffs for sale to their employees.25 Like many textile communities, 

Arial Mill included a company store (not extant) that was once located along Arial Street to the 

north of the mill.  

 

                         
19 “Alice Plant to Use South-Made Machinery,” Greenville News, January 16, 1959. 
20 “The McKissicks,” Greenville News, April 21, 1949. 
21 McKissick, “The Alice Story,” 21. 
22 “Arial Plant of Alice Mills Is Just Completed.”  
23 “Pickens County Business Good,” Greenville News, December 19, 1929. 
24 Jack Irby Hayes, “New Deal,” South Carolina Encyclopedia, accessed August 10, 2022,  

https://www.scencyclopedia.org/sce/entries/new-deal/. 
25 “Live at Home, Build Your State by Supporting Home Institutions,” The State, April 19, 1931. 

https://www.scencyclopedia.org/sce/entries/new-deal/
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Keeping Arial Mill afloat became the prime concern for the McKissick family, but sacrificing 

their workforce was not an option. In 1931, the company petitioned the Secretary of State to 

reduce both their preferred and common stock options. This action was granted, and it allowed 

the company to preserve more of its profits in lieu of paying out to stockholders.26 This move 

allowed production to continue despite the lack of orders, and finished cloth was warehoused at 

Alice Mill in hopes that it could be sold later. It was not until the warehouses were filled with 

fabric that the company began reducing work hours.27 By this time, Alice Manufacturing 

employed 800 workers and while most seemed happy with conditions in comparison to other 

textile mills in the area, it was not long before the seeds of discontent began to blossom with 

some workers. In July 26, 1933, the Sumter Daily Item reported from Easley that “approximately 

200 employes [sic] at the Alice and Arial Mills near here struck today when they found a new 

wage scale, to go into effect Friday, ‘was not what had been promised to us.’” The strike was not 

violent; the participants at Arial apparently removed coal from the boilers to shut down 

production at both mills, which were supplied with energy by Arial’s powerhouse. 28  

 

Unlike some textile managers, Foster and Ellison McKissick did not call in the police or National 

Guard in response to the strike. Instead, they asked for an adjudicator from the State’s Board of 

Conciliation to help formulate a truce. A resolution was not immediate. The Greenville News 

reported on August 5, 1933 that “Communists have been reported as being active in the Easley 

and Arial Mill communities of Easley, where a strike is in progress at the two mills…” The 

article later noted that the strike was the result of “the manner in which the textile code was 

being applied to conditions at the plants.”29 This reference is to the Textile Code, part of the 

Industrial Recovery Act, newly signed by President Franklin Roosevelt on July 9, 1933. This 

code set a forty-hour work week and required that mill operatives in the south be paid at least 

$12 per week.30 This code was written in part by Thomas Marchant of Greenville, South 

Carolina, a textile magnate who must have had the industry’s survival in mind. Yet, many mills 

did not implement the code’s provisions, likely due to poor federal enforcement and the 

continuing economic crisis.31  

 

The “communists” referenced in the Greenville News article of August 5 were likely members of 

the United Textile Workers (UTW), an organization formed in Boston in 1901. The UTW 

operated mostly in New England prior to the 1930s, but as mill operatives grew restless after the 

failure of Textile Code, the UTW hoped to expand its reach into the southern states. Many hoped 

that the Textile Code would alleviate the “Stretch-Out” system, implemented after World War I 

when competition in the textile industry became particularly fierce. Stretch-Out was based on 

early time management theories posited by Frederick Winslow Taylor in the 1880s, and 

essentially consisted of higher production quotas, sometimes with fewer working hours or the 
                         
26 “Can Decrease Stock,” The State, January 27, 1931. 
27 McKissick, “The Alice Story,” 29-30. 
28 “Strike Because Wage Scale Not What Promised,” Sumter Daily Item, July 26, 1933. 
29 “Communists Reported Active At Scene of Strike At Ariail [sic] And Easley Mills Near Here,” Greenville News, 

August 5, 1933. 
30 “Johnson Says That Hours Will Be Cut 25% and Wages Raised 30%. President Signs The Textile Code,” New 

York Times, July 9, 1933. 
31 Hayes, “New Deal.” 
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ability to focus on one task at a time. Workers were often so focused on multi-tasking that 

quality control fell by the wayside, leading textile managers to implement a rigorous system of 

fines. These fines combined with higher workloads essentially resulted in a pay decrease.32 In the 

weeks between President Roosevelt’s approval of the Industrial Recovery Act and the strike at 

Arial Mill, a federal committee tasked with investigating Stretch-Out and its effect on mill 

employees was formed. Senator James F. Byrnes of South Carolina headed up the investigation 

and based the hearings in the Upstate, which was the epicenter of South Carolina’s textile 

industry.33 In a report issued in early August of 1933, the committee found that Stretch-Out 

policies, while sound in theory, were often abused by employers to the detriment of the health 

and welfare of workers. The committee also recommended the adoption of a textile board to 

oversee complaints and abuses.34  

 

Despite efforts from politicians, an all-out war soon broke out in textile mills throughout the 

country, from Alabama to New England. The General Textile Strike of 1934 was particularly 

violent in the South Carolina Upstate. During July 1934, “flying squadrons” of strikers, often 

affiliated with unions, formed motorcades and would show up at mills where workers were 

contemplating strike activity in hopes of persuading workers to walk out and shut down the 

mills. Clashes between the strikers and the National Guardsmen called in to protect mill workers 

and management often resulted in injuries or deaths.35 While the strike was called off in South 

Carolina, the United Textile Workers were not daunted. Despite many workers not wanting to be 

involved in the ructions, the organization tried again in September when it called for the various 

mills to vote on participating in another strike.36 On September 4, 1934, a group of workers at 

Arial and Alice mills addressed the efforts of Mr. G.W. Smith, an organizer for the UTW: “We 

workers are completely satisfied with our present working conditions and any person that says a 

petition has been presented to us and that we were forced to sign it is wrong. We sincerely 

believe that not a single one of our co-workers belong to the union.”37  

 

With accusations against both the mill and the union, it is difficult to determine the real story of 

what happened at Arial Mill during those months of 1934. In December, the United Textile 

Workers brought charges of discrimination against Alice Manufacturing and twelve other mill 

operations throughout the South Carolina Upstate. While the allegations against Arial Mill were 

not disclosed, a case against Clinton Mill in Clinton, South Carolina charged that mill 

management had fired four workers associated with the United Textile Workers union. The case 

was heard by the Cotton Relations Textile Board of the state and in its aftermath, Clinton Mill 

was forced to re-hire the four terminated employees. The UTW also alleged that mills in the 

                         
32 Stephen Wallace Taylor, “Stretch-Out,” South Carolina Encyclopedia, accessed August 11, 2022,  

https://www.scencyclopedia.org/sce/entries/stretch-out/.. 
33 “’Stretch-Out Hearing Be Held Here Today,” Greenville News, July 14, 1933. 
34 “Stretch-Out Committee’s Report,” Gaffney Ledger, August 8, 1933. 
35 John A. Salmond, The General Textile Strike of 1934: From Maine to Alabama (Columbia, MO and London: 

University of Missouri Press, 2002), 46-47; “Soldiers Check ‘Flying Squads’”, Charleston News and Courier, 

September 6, 1934. 
36 “Opposing Forces Sound Strength,” The State, September 2, 1934. 
37 “Denies Coercion in Strike Vote,” Greenville News, September 4, 1934. 

https://www.scencyclopedia.org/sce/entries/stretch-out/
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South were “promoting the organization of company unions as a means of getting around the 

collective bargaining provision of the recovery act.”38  

Regardless of union activity at Arial Mill, the General Strike of 1934 was deemed a dismal 

failure and soon faded as workers soldiered on through the dark days of the Great Depression. In 

1935, local media outlets attempted to shift the conversation away from dissent by highlighting 

the importance of the textile industry to Easley. Much was made of Arial’s status as the newest 

mill in the area and the amenities available to its 450 employees. “The village is one of the most 

attractive in the county, generously supplied with trees with plenty of space for childhood play. It 

has a population of 1,500 and is equipped with a church, and a splendid school.”39Arial Mill was 

rapidly becoming one of the most successful ventures in Pickens County. By 1935, the mill 

operated 41,000 spindles and 1,100 looms, second in the county only to Glenwood Mill’s 47,416 

spindles and 1,160 looms.40 In January 1937, the Greenville News reported that orders were 

improving for mills in the South Carolina Piedmont. Both Alice and Arial mills were listed as 

having received enough order to be sold out through the first quarter of the year.41 Arial Mill had 

weathered the storm. 

 

By the late 1930s, Alice Manufacturing was coming out of the lean years of the Great 

Depression. By 1939, Arial was listed as operating 41,664 spindles and 1,280 looms with an 

annual production of 15,000,000 yards of print cloth. The employee roster had grown to 525 by 

this time as well. 42 However, the company itself was undergoing a great deal of change. Foster 

McKissick, co-founder of Alice Manufacturing, died on April 8, 1938.43 At the time of his death, 

he was serving as vice president of both Alice and Arial mills. McKissick left behind a 

significant estate worth $860,000, and the sole beneficiary was his wife Margaret Smyth 

McKissick.44 Interestingly, it seems that Margaret also assumed her husband’s role as vice 

president of both Alice and Arial mills following his death. As vice president, Margaret assisted 

with the operation of one of the most successful textile enterprises in the Piedmont region. By 

this time, Arial had grown even more in terms of spindles, looms, and employees. In fact, by 

1940, Alice Manufacturing was the single largest taxpayer in Pickens County.45 It was around 

this time, coming out of the Depression, that the mill constructed their office building, which still 

stands as part of the complex (with later additions).  

 

While the percentage of women working outside the home had steadily risen throughout the 

early twentieth century, Margaret McKissick’s position as vice president was a departure from 

the standard roles occupied by working females in this period.46 This was certainly the case in 

                         
38 “More Discrimination Cases Laid Before Labor Group,” Greenville News, December 11, 1934. 
39 “New Arial Mill,” Greenville News, April 7, 1935. 
40 Ibid. 
41 Special Correspondent, “Textile Plants of Greenville and Vicinity Have Orders to Keep Them Busy For Months,” 

Greenville News, January 3, 1937.  
42 “Four Mills At Easley Among Most Successful In Piedmont Section,” Greenville News, April 2, 1939. 
43 “Mill Magnate Dies,” The State, April 9, 1938. 
44 “M’Kissick Leaves $860,000 Estate,” Greenville News, June 17, 1938. 
45 “Pickens County Taxes Levied,” Greenville News, February 16, 1941. 
46 By 1940, approximately twenty-eight percent of women worked outside the home. Approximately three out of ten 

women worked in domestic service or the clerical fields. Two out of ten worked in factories while only one in ten 
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the textile industry, though mills traditionally employed a high percentage of women. A 1908 

study of women in the workplace found that textile mills were one of the earliest industrial 

employers of women. Records from the earliest textile mills in Beverley, Massachusetts (1787) 

and Pawtucket, Rhode Island (1789 – 1790) found women on the payrolls. As census data 

became more standardized after 1850, the number of women working in mills could be more 

reliably determined. In 1905, for example, it was found that 149,590 women worked in textile 

mills across census areas; this number accounted for forty-seven percent of all textile workers.47 

It is difficult to determine the percentage of women contributing to the workforce at Arial, but 

the numbers would have increased after the United States entered World War II in December 

1941. At Arial, 153 men were drafted into service, though many more may have voluntarily 

enlisted.48 Presumably, their positions in the mill would have been filled with women. In fact, 

there was nearly a fifty percent increase in working women across the nation during World War 

II.49 

 

However, there would have been few Black women working at Arial mill or textile mills 

generally. In 1922, a U.S. Department of Labor study of ten textile mills found that 2,750 women 

were employed in these operations; only 840 were Black women. Before 1940, fewer than one in 

ten textile workers in the South were Black. This speaks to the general prejudice against Black 

workers of both sexes in textile mills, which was in some ways an ironic departure from the 

antebellum era. Enslaved people on southern plantations were often tasked with producing fabric 

before the Civil War. There were also reports of the enslaved being hired by their masters to 

work in early textile mills. But as the textile boom of the 1880s and 1890s brought farming 

families to industrializing areas in search of work, production jobs more often went to white 

workers instead of Black. By 1900, the United States census reported that less than two percent 

of textile workers were Black. 50 

 

For Black workers who did obtain employment in the textile industry, they were often hired as 

mill laborers tasked with menial or hazardous work. Black workers rarely appeared on the 

production line as it would have put them into contact with white employees.51 In the State of 

South Carolina, this was due to strict laws against mingling of the races. In 1915, a law affecting 

textile operations stipulated that separate production rooms (for weaving and spinning) be 

provided for white and Black workers. However, the law did not apply to “firemen as 

                         

had a professional level position. Professional level work was typically defined as teaching or nursing. Anne 

Donegan, “Women in the 1930s & 1940s,” Santa Rosa Junior College, Hist 18.2: History of Women in the United 

States Since 1877, accessed, August 12, 2022, https://canvas.santarosa.edu/courses/24761/pages/women-in-the-

1930s-and-1940s,. 
47 Edith Abbott, “History of the Employment of Women in the American Cotton Mills,” Journal of Political 

Economy 16, no. 9 (Nov. 1908): 602. 
48 McKissick, “The Alice Story,” 37. 
49 “Women in the Workforce during World War II,” National Archives, accessed August 12, 2022, 

https://www.archives.gov/education/lessons/wwii-women.html. . 
50 Mary Frederickson and Paul Buhle, “Four Decades of Change: Black Workers in Southern Textiles, 1941–1981,” 

in Workers’ Struggles, Past and Present: A “Radical America” Reader, edited by James Green, 62–82, (Philadelphia: 

Temple University Press, 1983), 65. 
51 Frederickson and Buhle, “Four Decades of Change,” 62. 

https://canvas.santarosa.edu/courses/24761/pages/women-in-the-1930s-and-1940s
https://canvas.santarosa.edu/courses/24761/pages/women-in-the-1930s-and-1940s
https://www.archives.gov/education/lessons/wwii-women.html
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subordinates in boiler rooms, truckmen, or to floor scrubbers and those persons employed in 

keeping proper condition lavatories and toilets, carpenters, mechanics, and others engaged in the 

repair and construction of buildings.”52 This state law was not rescinded until 1960, and so the 

1940 Federal Census for Arial Mill illustrates segregation of the races. Of the 110 houses located 

in the Arial mill village, four were occupied by Black families; these houses were situated away 

from the rest of the mill village, along Railroad Street. In the corresponding census map for that 

year, this section was labeled “colored row.”53 There were a total of eighteen occupants living in 

these four houses, many of which were children. There were four adult males, all of whom were 

employed at Arial Mill. Their positions at the mill comply with the state law; two were employed 

as general laborers, one worked as a truck driver, and the fourth worked in the waste house, 

which would have exposed him to large quantities of cotton dust. None of the women in the four 

households were employed at the mill; two were labeled as “laundresses” working “at home” 

while one worked as a servant for a private family.54  

 

However, World War II brought better job opportunities for Black men in the same way as it did 

for white women. However, with the state law mandating separation of the races in mills, it is 

unlikely that Black men were promoted at Arial during this period. The 1950 Federal Census 

seems to indicate this, at least at Arial Mill. Black workers continued to be relegated to a 

separate section of the mill village; by 1950, only three of the four houses previously occupied 

by Black families were being rented. All three households were headed by men working at Arial 

Mill in menial labor positions such as “yardman”, truck driver, and scrubber. It would take 

another decade before Black workers were allowed to take positions on the production line.55 

 

While it does not appear that Arial Mill obtained specific contracts to produce fabric for the 

military, the mill would have joined the efforts of the textile industry to produce goods for the 

war effort. President Roosevelt established the War Production Board in January 1942 as the 

country began mobilizing for war. During World War II, American textile factories produced 

approximately 10,000 different types of items for the Armed Forces.56 As Arial Mill 

manufactured printed cotton, a basic fabric also known as “greige goods”, it would have been 

well placed to supply cloth for military consumption. Indeed, the Greenville News reported in 

May 1942 that cotton textile mills in the Piedmont region anticipated the consumption of 

11,500,000 bales of cotton as the production of goods for the military ramped up. It was noted 

that the consumption of lower grade or short staple cotton was higher than the finer grade or long 

                         
52 Herbert J. Lahne, The Cotton Mill Worker (New York: 1944), 82. 
53 “Office Map 1940,” United States Federal Census, accessed September 23, 2022, 

https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/f/f5/1940_Census_Enumeration_District_Maps_-

_South_Carolina_-_Pickens_County_-_Arial_Cotton_Mill_-_ED_39-26%2C_ED_39-31_-_NARA_-_5838993.jpg,. 
54 “1940 United States Federal Census,” Ancestry, accessed September 23, 2022, 

https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-

content/view/138115136:2442?_phsrc=lFv11&_phstart=successSource&gsfn=phyllis&gsln=owen&ml_rpos=1&qu

eryId=c68ea3b0cf4894602bac329ba49a4cf0,  
55 Frederickson and Buhle, “Four Decades of Change,” 71-72. 
56 U.S. Congress, Senate Committee on Interstate and Foreign Commerce, Problems of the Domestic Textile 

Industry, 85th Cong., 2d sess., 1958, S. Rep. 1 – 2,067, 28. 

https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/f/f5/1940_Census_Enumeration_District_Maps_-_South_Carolina_-_Pickens_County_-_Arial_Cotton_Mill_-_ED_39-26%2C_ED_39-31_-_NARA_-_5838993.jpg
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/f/f5/1940_Census_Enumeration_District_Maps_-_South_Carolina_-_Pickens_County_-_Arial_Cotton_Mill_-_ED_39-26%2C_ED_39-31_-_NARA_-_5838993.jpg
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/138115136:2442?_phsrc=lFv11&_phstart=successSource&gsfn=phyllis&gsln=owen&ml_rpos=1&queryId=c68ea3b0cf4894602bac329ba49a4cf0
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/138115136:2442?_phsrc=lFv11&_phstart=successSource&gsfn=phyllis&gsln=owen&ml_rpos=1&queryId=c68ea3b0cf4894602bac329ba49a4cf0
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/138115136:2442?_phsrc=lFv11&_phstart=successSource&gsfn=phyllis&gsln=owen&ml_rpos=1&queryId=c68ea3b0cf4894602bac329ba49a4cf0
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staple cotton; in response, the federal government enacted subsidies for using better quality 

cotton in the production of military goods.57  

 

Following the end of World War II, Alice Manufacturing entered a period of expansion and 

innovation, a necessity in a rapidly changing world. In 1948, the Greenville News documented 

the number of improvements at both the Arial and Alice plants. Air conditioning was installed at 

Arial Mill: “four units provide automatic air conditioning in the weave room, washing and 

changing the air every six or eight minutes. Eight smaller units supply pure air for the spinning 

room…”58 The installation of air conditioning at both plants cost $25,000 and was conducted by 

the Air Engineering Company of Charlotte.59 The extant pumphouse on the property was also 

constructed around 1948.   

 

The need for upgrading the machinery and processes at Arial Mill took center stage as the 1950s 

dawned. The textile industry in general was under immense pressure due to the destabilization of 

Europe following World War II, as well as the rise of Asian countries as competitors. In 1950, 

the federal government began talks with other countries to reduce import tariffs. This suggestion 

alarmed members of the textile community. In federal committee hearings that year, Ellison 

McKissick Sr., as president of Alice Manufacturing, and president of the newly formed 

American Cotton Manufacturers Institute (ACMI), testified that the lowering of tariffs could 

create unemployment within the American textile industry, of which South Carolina played a 

huge part.60 “Two out of every three industrial employees in South Carolina are employed by the 

textile industry,” McKissick reported before making an impassioned plea for his employees of 

which he felt a particular “duty” to look out for in terms of potential legislation that could 

endanger their jobs. He also discussed the impact of lowering tariffs on the cotton growers of the 

United States, of which there were 2.1 million.61 The question of tariffs was still unanswered 

nearly two years later in 1953. The South Carolina Textile Manufacturers Association, of which 

Ellison McKissick served as vice president, continued to advocate for tariffs to remain in place at 

current rates and insist that import duties should not be used as a means of foreign aid to 

economically ailing countries in the world.62  

 

Changes were in store at Alice and Arial mills during this period. When Ellison McKissick Sr.’s 

two sons returned from the Korean War in 1953, he handed off his duties as president to Ellison 

Jr., while younger son Foster took over as treasurer. However, Foster, was not a “textile man” 

like his older brother and father, and after a couple years, he stepped away from Alice 

Manufacturing to pursue a career in automotive dealerships.63 Ellison Sr. remained the chairman 

of the board for Alice Manufacturing and continued his lobbying efforts on behalf of the textile 

industry. As a new decade approached, Alice Manufacturing continued its commitment to 
                         
57 “Mills Of This Section Running At Record Pace,” Greenville News, May 13, 1942. 
58 “1,280 Workers Alice and Arial,” Greenville News, October 3, 1948. 
59 “Easley Mills Be Air Conditioned,” Greenville News, January 3, 1947. 
60 “McKissick and Jackson to Head New Cotton Manufacturers Institute,” Index-Journal, September 30, 1949. 
61 “Appeal Made By Textilists For Tariffs,” Greenville News, June 8, 1950. 
62 Henry Lesesne, “How Ike Resolves Basic Issue In US Policy Held Cue for Textile Industry,” The State, May 31, 

1953. 
63 McKissick, “The Alice Story,” 45. 
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innovation, an absolute must in the fluctuating textile market. Cotton was no longer king in the 

fabric world, and Alice Manufacturing was quick to acknowledge the emergence of hybrid, 

blended fabrics such as poly-cotton. Yet, the company did not forget its first mills. In 1961, a 

new refrigeration system was installed at Arial Mill. This was the beginning of a major upgrade 

in facilities and equipment at the thirty-two-year-old plant. It is likely that the south side washing 

towers were added during this phase of renovation at Arial. The towers appear for the first time 

on an aerial photograph taken in 1964 (Figure 4). In addition to new air conditioning equipment, 

new restroom facilities were installed and 550 new Draper looms were purchased.64 A small east 

addition and a large, one-story southwest addition to the main mill also appeared during this 

period and are still extant, and the office was also expanded. These upgrades would keep Arial 

Mill operating well into the 21st century. 

 

During the decade of the 1960s, the workforce at Arial may have been augmented by the 

adoption of federal and state workforce training programs. In March 1969, Alice Manufacturing 

announced that it had received a $130,000 grant from the U.S. Department of Labor to provide 

training for unemployed workers in Pickens County. Those people who completed the program 

would receive a job at one of Alice Manufacturing’s five plants.65 While it is not known how 

many of these workers ended up at Arial Mill, the addition of newly training workers to the 

company’s workforce attests to Alice Manufacturing commitment to Pickens County. Around 

this same time, Alice Manufacturing became one of nine Upstate South Carolina textile 

companies to guarantee well-paying jobs to graduates of a new textile management training 

program sponsored at Greenville Technical Education Center.66 This program would train the 

next generation of textile workers in the Upstate South Carolina community. This next 

generation of workers most likely included Black men, and both white and Black women. In fact, 

the proportion of Black textile workers in South Carolina, North Carolina, and Georgia rose from 

ten to fifteen percent during the period of 1966 and 1968.67 The adoption of textile training 

programs may have assisted in this increase.  

 

Despite implementing modern processes and focusing on workforce training, the 1970s would be 

the decade that began the dismantling of the American textile industry.68 While the consternation 

of the American textile industry over foreign textile was long focused on production in Japan, 

concerns broadened as other countries stepped up their efforts to export goods to the United 

States. With federal regulators providing few restrictions to protect homegrown businesses, the 

textile industry began to slowly implode. But Alice Manufacturing continued producing textiles 

and in 1973, the company celebrated its fiftieth anniversary.69 Five years later, in 1978, Arial 

Mill celebrated its fiftieth anniversary, an important milestone for an operation that opened on 

the eve of the Great Depression.  
                         
64 “Easley Firm Adds Looms,” Greenville News, July 30, 1964. 
65 Aubrey Bowie, “Labor Dept. Allocates $130,000,” Greenville News, March 2, 1969. 
66 “Textile Firms Endorse TEC Program,”  
67 Frederickson and Buhle, “Four Decades of Change,” 71. 
68 Timothy J. Minchin, “Shutdowns in the Sun Belt: The Decline of the Textile and Apparel Industry and 

Deindustrialization in the South,” in Life and Labor in the New New South, ed. Robert Zieger (Tallahassee: 

University of Florida Press, 2012), 258. 
69 McKissick, “The Alice Story,” 57. 
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The textile industry continued its decline through the 1980s and 1990s. In 1995, the McKissicks 

made the tough decision to close Alice Mill. The multi-story building with its hardwood floors 

was incapable of supporting the heavy machinery needed to remain competitive. The same 

concerns could have applied to Arial Mill, but the company had been able to expand the footprint 

of the building with a large, one-story addition along the south façade, near the southeast corner 

of the building. Completed in 1987, the last addition provided an additional 60,000 square feet to 

house the plant’s new “shuttleless weaving machines.”70 Despite these improvements to the Arial 

complex and the company’s attempts to stay ahead of the changes to a rapidly changing market, 

the 2001 entry of China into the World Trade Organization rocked the already ailing textile 

industry. Alice Manufacturing reportedly began transferring Arial’s operations to its three newer 

facilities at this time.  

 

In July 2003, Arial Mill produced its last yard. The mill had survived the Great Depression, a 

major labor strike, four wars, and many other fluctuations. It had provided employment for 

hundreds, possibly even thousands, of local people over its seventy-five years. Arial Mill 

significantly contributed to the industrial development of Pickens County in the 20th century. 

Constructed on the eve of the Great Depression, Arial Mill nevertheless prospered throughout the 

twentieth century until international forces and changes in consumer behavior forced the textile 

industry’s decline in the late 20th century.  

 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Developmental history/additional historic context information (if appropriate) 

 

Textile Mills of Pickens County 

 

The successful development of Pickens County can be traced to the construction of railroads, 

which eventually introduced the textile industry to the area. Named for Revolutionary War 

general Andrew Pickens, the county originally began as the Pickens District, established in 1826. 

Following the Civil War, in 1868, the district was divided by constitutional amendment into two 

separate counties: Pickens and Oconee.71 Populated with small farms, Pickens County grew 

slowly but in 1873, the Atlanta and Charlotte Air Line Railroad finally passed through the 

county.72 The coming of the railroad brought myriad opportunities for commerce, and the textile 

mills would be the industry that brought the most success to the county.  

 

The first textile mill to be constructed in the county was the Cateechee Mill (later known as 

Norris Mill) in 1897. Cateechee was founded by D.H. Norris and produced cotton broadcloth. It 

was a relatively small concern with only 5,000 spindles and 150 looms. However, as the mill 

found success over its first decade, it eventually increased to include 20,000 spindles and 450 

looms by 1935.73   

                         
70 “Alice Manufacturing Building Addition,” Greenville News, August 6, 1987. 
71 Roper, “Pickens County.” 
72The railroad passed first through the cities of Easley and Liberty, and then Calhoun in 1892. Ibid. 
73 “Nine Large Mills Constitute the Textile Industry Over Pickens County,” Greenville News, April 7, 1935. 
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Three years after the founding of Cateechee, Easley Mill was established. Founded in 1900 by 

John Geer, an enterprising textile industrialist, the mill quickly expanded in 1903 and 1905. It 

would later spawn two more plants, Easley Mill Nos. 2 and 3.74 John Geer and his brother 

Bennett would become some of the best-known mill presidents in both Pickens County and 

neighboring Greenville County.75 Following John Geer’s death in 1919, Easley Mills was 

purchased by the Woodside Mills, an organization owned by a trio of brothers who had 

developed the largest mill under one roof in Greenville County.76 

 

In 1902, Glenwood Mills was the third mill operation to open in Pickens County. Also located in 

Easley, Glenwood would be one of the largest mill operations in the area with a total of 47,416 

spindles and 1,160 looms by 1913. Owned and operated by the Hagood family, the mill was 

eventually acquired by Mayfair Mills of Spartanburg, SC.77 The Easley mills were shuttered in 

2001 when Mayfair filed for bankruptcy.78 

 

By 1906, the City of Pickens wanted to bring the success of the textile industry to their area. 

W.M. Hagood, the founder of Glenwood Mills, obliged by founding Pickens Mills. Following 

his death, the mill shared the same management as Glenwood, but was a smaller enterprise. In 

1935, the mill was operating at half the capacity of Glenwood with 23,040 spindles and 622 

looms.79 Mayfair Mills also acquired Pickens Mills and closed the facility in 2001.80 

 

Alice Mill was the next textile enterprise to be developed. Established in 1910 by E.H. Shanklin, 

the mill was capitalized at $200,000 and plans for a 10,000-spindle, 300-loom plant were 

prepared.81 Shanklin served as president of the mill for the next three years before suddenly 

deciding to divest himself of the operation. In his stead, John Geer took over the presidency and 

retained the position until his sudden death in July 1919.82 Four years later, Alice Mill was up for 

sale, and A. Foster McKissick and his son Ellison eagerly took on the challenge. The decision to 

buy Alice Mill would set the McKissicks up to rule the textile industry in Easley for nearly a 

century. The family’s smart business decisions and strategic development of additional mills, 

including Arial Mill in 1928, would keep the textile industry alive in Easley into the 21st century.  

                         
74 Meek, “Easley Mill.”  
75 John Geer would eventually assume the presidency of Alice Mill before falling ill in 1911, and turning over 

turning over the management of both Easley and Alice to his younger brother Bennett. Bennett would go on to 

successfully lead Judson Mill for many years, beginning in 1913. Caroline Wilson, “Judson Mill,” National Register 

of Historic Places Registration Form (Washington, DC: U.S. Department of the Interior, National Park Service, 

2018) accessed via South Carolina Historic Properties Record, August 18, 2022, 

http://schpr.sc.gov/index.php/Detail/properties/46861.  
76 Wilson, “Judson Mill.”  
77 R. Chad Stewart, A Brief History of Easley (Charleston, SC: The History Press, 2017), page unknown. 
78 Chris Winston, “Mayfair Mills files for bankruptcy,” GoUpstate.com, accessed August 19, 2022, 

https://www.goupstate.com/story/news/2001/08/15/mayfair-bankruptcy-textiles-company-final-three-mills-workers-

company-close-remaining-three-mills/29635886007/.. 
79 “Nine Large Mills Constitute the Textile Industry Over Pickens County.” 
80 Winston, “Mayfair Mills files for bankruptcy.” 
81 “South Gaining in Industries,” The State, January 15, 1910. 
82 McKissick, “The Alice Story,” 16.  
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https://www.goupstate.com/story/news/2001/08/15/mayfair-bankruptcy-textiles-company-final-three-mills-workers-company-close-remaining-three-mills/29635886007/
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Alice Manufacturing and the McKissick Family 

 

Foster McKissick and his son Ellison both had experience in the region’s textile industry prior to 

founding the Alice Manufacturing Company. In 1891, Foster McKissick, an electrical engineer, 

married the daughter of Captain Ellison Adger Smyth, one of Upstate South Carolina’s 

pioneering mill owners.83 While the couple would spend the early years of their marriage in 

Auburn, Alabama where Foster taught electrical engineering at the Alabama Polytechnic 

Institute (now Auburn University), they would return to the Upstate in 1899. Foster went to work 

at his father-in-law’s successful textile operation in Pelzer, South Carolina, and demonstrated his 

strong work ethic and business acumen. In 1901, Ellison Adger Smyth recommended Foster for 

the position of president at Grendel Mills in Greenwood, South Carolina.84 After successfully 

proving himself at this post, Foster also obtained the presidency of Ninety Six Mills in 

Greenwood County, a position he would hold until 1917.  

 

Ellison McKissick followed in his father’s footsteps by training as an electrical engineer at 

Alabama Polytechnic Institute. Upon graduating in 1915, he took a position with his father at 

Grendel Mills. But his fledging career in the textile industry was interrupted by America’s entry 

into World War I; Ellison joined the fight under the auspices of the Corps of Engineers, earning 

the rank of captain during his tour of duty.  

 

In 1919, Foster McKissick retired from his post at Grendel Mills and settled in Greenville, South 

Carolina.85 Around the same time, Ellison returned to Greenville after the Armistice, and took a 

position with J.E. Sirrine and Company. This prolific architecture and engineering firm would 

become synonymous with textile mill construction throughout South Carolina and North 

Carolina, and Ellison would hone his engineering skills during his tenure with the company.86  

 

In 1923, Foster and Ellison McKissick would purchase Alice Mill in Easley, South Carolina for 

an estimated $800,000.87 With 24,576 spindles and 532 looms, the enterprise was considered 

“one of the best” in the area. Printed cloth was the mill’s main product.88 Five years after 

acquiring Alice Mill, the father and son duo would launch Arial Mill. Both Arial and Alice mills 

would survive the Great Depression and World War II, and enter the 1950s as successful 

enterprises.  

 

Following the founding of Arial Mill in 1928, the McKissick family opened additional mills. By 

the early 1950s, the American textile industry was facing competition from abroad and Ellison 

                         
83Captain Ellison Adger Smyth founded Pelzer Manufacturing and Belton Manufacturing in nearby Anderson 

County. He was also involved in the management of Dunean and Brandon Mills in Greenville, SC. McKissick, The 

Alice Story, 11-12. 
84 McKissick, “The Alice Story,” 11-12. 
85 “A.F. M’Kissick Make Home Here,” Greenville News, August 13, 1919. 
86 Judith T. Bainbridge, “Sirrine, Joseph Emory,” South Carolina Encyclopedia, accessed August 3, 2022, 

https://www.scencyclopedia.org/sce/entries/sirrine-joseph-emory/,. 
87 “Alice Mill Is Sold At Price Near $750,000,” Greenville News, June 9, 1923. 
88 “Ellison McKissick Buys Easley Mill,” Index-Journal, June 8, 1923. 

https://www.scencyclopedia.org/sce/entries/sirrine-joseph-emory/
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McKissick Sr. In November 1952, Ellison McKissick Sr. announced plans to build a new mill in 

Easley. The one-story mill would be the same size as Arial and would also produce greige goods, 

however it would contain the most modern equipment, which was essential if Alice 

Manufacturing wanting to compete with the foreign textile industry. This plant, completed in 

1953, was named Elljean, after Ellison McKissick and his wife, Jean.89 According to McKissick, 

the Elljean plant was meant “for the young people growing up in the Alice and Arial Mills. I 

expect to retire soon and my two sons will take over my place.”90 McKissick’s reference to his 

sons, Ellison Smyth McKissick Jr. and Foster McKissick, both of whom were serving in Korea at 

the time, indicates the changes in store for Alice Manufacturing. In fact, before his service in the 

Marines commenced, Ellison Jr. had begun his training at Arial Mill, working as an hourly 

employee in the carding, weaving, and spinning departments.91  

 

Ellison McKissick Sr. was still proselytizing against foreign competition. In 1955, he wrote an 

article for The State newspaper in which he cited the United States’ preferential trading 

agreements with Japan as impactful on the textile industry. As a result of this trading agreement 

with Japan, who could produce fabric and apparel at a fraction of the cost of its U.S. competitors, 

the American market was being flooded with Japanese made goods. At the same time, the U.S. 

State Department was suggesting that tariffs on apparel should be lowered. McKissick believed 

that the this would be devastating to both South Carolina and American textile manufacturers.92 

 

Mounting concerns from both textile manufacturers and law makers resulted in the 

commissioning of a senate subcommittee to investigate. In July 1958, members of the 

subcommittee visited the Elljean plant of Alice Manufacturing, along with several others in the 

Piedmont region.93 The resulting committee report, “Problems of the Domestic Textile Industry” 

concluded that despite efforts to compete internationally by investing in modern equipment and 

streamlining processes, the future of the industry was still unstable. The American Cotton 

Manufacturers Institute, which the McKissick family had played a significant role in, provided 

testimony during the committee meetings. The organization had a large constituency; in fact, 

nearly 80% of America’s “spindles and looms” were represented by the ACMI. The Institute 

firmly believed that the textile industry’s problems originated in governmental trade agreements 

and other policies that failed to protect the industry. The president of the Institute also cited the 

ever-rising cost of production in the United States which in turn led to higher prices on finished 

goods. As a result, America could not compete internationally, where it was often much cheaper 

to produce textiles. With reduced sales internationally, it became all the more important for 

American consumers to buy American made products with little to no competition from foreign 

imports.94  

 
                         
89 McKissick, “The Alice Story,” 42. 
90 “Alice Manufacturing Firm Building Mill Near Pickens,” Greenville News, November 14, 1952. 
91 McKissick, “The Alice Story,” 38. 
92 Ellison S. McKissick, “South Carolina’s Basic Economy Linked to National Developments,” The State, March 15, 

1955. 
93 “Director of Senate Textile Probe Group Inspects Plants in Section,” Greenville News, July 29, 1958. 
94 U.S. Congress, Senate Committee on Interstate and Foreign Commerce, “Problems of the Domestic Textile 

Industry,” 7. 
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The McKissick family’s faith in American textiles did not dim despite discouraging international 

and national developments. In 1958, the company announced the addition of another new plant, 

which would be named Foster after founding member, A. Foster McKissick. However, Alice 

Manufacturing decided to diversify its products despite reports of an increase in orders for 

printed fabrics. The Foster plant would produce combed broadcloth and be furnished with the 

only yarn machines “made in Dixie” by Saco-Lowell, the company that had originally supplied 

the machinery for Arial Mill and later opened a facility in Easley.95 With the addition of its 

fourth plant, Alice Manufacturing broke its all-time record for production in 1959. That year, 

100 million yards of fabric were produced at the Alice, Arial, Elljean, and Foster plants.96 

 

In 1965, the company announced the construction of its fifth plant in Pickens County, which 

would be named Ellison after Ellison S. McKissick Sr., who died in February 1966.97 When this 

storied co-founder of Alice Manufacturing passed, the company had nearly 1,300 employees.98 

When the new plant opened in 1966, it added an additional 280 employees to the Alice 

Manufacturing rosters. The Ellison Plant also introduced a new product to the company’s 

portfolio – poly-cotton broadcloth fabric; this addition was a sign that the McKissicks were 

looking to the future of the textile industry, which had become dominated by synthetic blends.99  

 

By the early 1970s, old anxieties regarding the import of low-priced foreign goods once again 

became the talk of the textile industry. The United States’ trading agreement with Japan 

continued to be the star attraction whenever the subject was broached in the media.100 In 1972, 

President Nixon began discussion with the Japanese prime minister to correct the imbalance of 

imports; essentially, the United States was importing more Japanese products and Japan was not 

reciprocating. As part of a good will, fact finding mission, Ellison McKissick Jr. along with 

several other South Carolinian industrialists, traveled to Japan, as well as to Hong Kong and 

Singapore.  The trip was worth it for McKissick, who reported that $1,000,000 in sales had been 

made for Alice Manufacturing101 

 

In 1973, it was reported that 2.4 million workers in the United States were employed in either the 

textile or apparel industries.102 Alice Manufacturing continued to be a major employer for 

Pickens County. By 1976, the company employed roughly 2,000 people in its five mills. That 

same year, the firm invested $8 million into upgrading its five plants with the latest machinery. 

These improvements also included training for its workforce.103 

 

                         
95 “Alice Plant to Use South-Made Machinery,” Greenville News, January 16, 1959. 
96 McKissick, “The Alice Story,” 47. 
97 Ibid., 52. 
98 “E.S. McKissick, Dies at 73,” Greenville News, February 1, 1966. 
99 Charles McFall, “Ice Fails to Halt Plant Dedication of Alice Firm,” Greenville News, January 7, 1968. 
100 “Envoy Foresees No Relief in Textile Import Problem,” Greenville News, December 13, 1969. 
101 William A. Collins, “S.C. Mission To Far East Finds U.S. Goods Wanted,” Columbia Record , September 27, 

1972. 
102 Minchin, “Shutdowns in the Sunbelt,” 259. 
103 Ellis Simon, “Textile Firm in Easley Modernizes,” Greenville News, November 21, 1976. 
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While the 1980s and 1990s witnessed the continued dismantling of the American textile industry, 

Alice Manufacturing continued its operations. However, the company’s success came with 

drastic reductions. Alice mill, the original plant in the company’s textile empire, was closed in 

1995. Arial mill was shuttered in 2003, and operations shifted to Alice Manufacturing’s newer 

facilities. But even these modern buildings could not keep the company afloat. The Elljean and 

Foster plants were closed in 2006 and 2008, respectively.104  

 

The last McKissick family mill, Ellison, closed in 2018, outlasting many of its competitors by a 

more than decade. Though the McKissicks no longer participate in the textile industry, Alice 

Manufacturing lives on as the Alice Company, which specializes in a diverse portfolio of 

investments in retail, multi-family housing, and industrial warehousing.105  

 

 

                         
104 Abe Hardesty, “Alice Manufacturing to Close Pickens Plant,” Anderson Independent-Mail, April 25, 2018. 
105 McKissick, “The Alice Story,” 105. 
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10. Geographical Data 

 

 Acreage of Property __16.2 acres_____________ 

 
 

Use either the UTM system or latitude/longitude coordinates 

 

Latitude/Longitude Coordinates 

Datum if other than WGS84:__________ 

(enter coordinates to 6 decimal places) 

 

1. Latitude: 34.844144°  Longitude: -82.643775° 

 

2. Latitude: 34.844182°  Longitude: -82.640735° 

 

3. Latitude: 34.844624°  Longitude: -82.639853° 

 

4. Latitude: 34.842866°  Longitude: -82.639282° 

 

5. Latitude: 34.842776°   Longitude: -82.640533° 

 

6. Latitude: 34.842148°  Longitude: -82.639423° 

 

7. Latitude: 34.843145°  Longitude: -82.643582° 

 

Verbal Boundary Description (Describe the boundaries of the property.) 

 

The boundary of Arial Mill follows the property lines of tax parcel 5009-08-79-5182, as 

outlined in red on the attached Arial Mill Boundary Map & Site Plan, and is located just to 

the north of SC Highway 8. The addresses of 212 Rice Road and 400 Arial Street are 

attached to this parcel. The boundary forms an irregular polygon, bounded by Rice Road to 

the west, Arial Street to the north and east, the access road around Covenant Reformed 

Baptist Church at the southeast corner, and to the south by the Doodle Trail (former Pickens 

Railway). 

 

Boundary Justification (Explain why the boundaries were selected.) 

 

The boundary encompasses the historic property of Arial Mill and includes each of the five 

contributing resources. The boundary includes the area where Arial Mill established and 

expanded its textile manufacturing facility in the 20th century.  
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11. Form Prepared By 

 

name/title: __Caroline Wilson__________________________________________________ 

organization: __MacRostie Historic Advisors/Ryan LLC 

street & number: _4900 O’Hear Avenue______________________________ 

city or town: North Charleston______________ state: _SC_________ zip code:_29405_____ 

e-mail_caroline.wilson@ryan.com_______________________________ 

telephone:_(864)-266-8350________________________ 

date:_8/19/2022____________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Additional Documentation 

 

Submit the following items with the completed form: 

 

 Maps:   A USGS map or equivalent (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's 

location. 

    

  Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous 

resources.  Key all photographs to this map. 

 

 Additional items:  (Check with the SHPO, TPO, or FPO for any additional items.) 

  

 

Photographs 

Submit clear and descriptive photographs.  The size of each image must be 1600x1200 pixels 

(minimum), 3000x2000 preferred, at 300 ppi (pixels per inch) or larger.  Key all photographs 

to the sketch map. Each photograph must be numbered and that number must correspond to 

the photograph number on the photo log.  For simplicity, the name of the photographer, 

photo date, etc. may be listed once on the photograph log and doesn’t need to be labeled on 

every photograph. 

 

Photo Log 

 

Name of Property:  Arial Mill  

 

City or Vicinity: Easley 

 

County: Pickens   State: South Carolina 

 

Photographer: MacRostie Historic Advisors 

 



United States Department of the Interior  
National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form  
NPS Form 10-900     OMB Control No. 1024-0018      

 

Arial Mill  Pickens Co., SC 
Name of Property                   County and State 
 

 

Section 9 - end page 41 
 

Date Photographed: December 2021, March 2022, August 2022 

 

Description of Photograph(s) and number, include description of view indicating direction of 

camera: 

 

1. Main mill, north elevation at east corner, facing south 

2. Main mill, north elevation, facade and stair tower, facing southeast 

3. Main mill, northwest corner, loading elevator, facing south 

4. Waste house ruin, southeast oblique (L), and main mill, west elevation (R), facing east 

5. Main mill, original facade, south elevation at west corner, facing north 

6. Main mill, south elevation, ca. 1964 addition, facing northeast 

7. Main mill, 1987 addition in foreground, south elevation, facing north 

8. Main mill, east elevation, facing west 

9. Main mill, first floor, interior, facing east 

10. Main mill, second floor, early addition, interior, facing east 

11. Office building, east elevation 1970s addition (L) and south elevation ca. 1940 section 

(R), facing northwest 

12. Office building, south elevation, ca. 1940 section (L) and ca. 1964 addition (R) 

13. Warehouse row, southeast oblique (taken from main mill roof), facing northwest 

14. Waste house ruin, northwest oblique, with office building, north elevation (L), facing 

southeast 

15. Pumphouse, southwest oblique, facing northeast 

 

Index of Figures106 

 

Figure 1. 1947 aerial photograph of the Arial Mill complex, from HistoricAerials.com 

Figure 2. 1951 aerial photograph of the Arial Mill complex, from Library of Congress via 

Environmental Data Resources (EDR) 

Figure 3. 1955 aerial photograph of the Arial Mill complex, from HistoricAerials.com 

Figure 4. 1964 aerial photograph of the Arial Mill complex, from Library of Congress via 

EDR 

Figure 5. 1976 aerial photograph of the Arial Mill complex, from Library of Congress via 

EDR 

Figure 6. 1981 aerial photograph of the Arial Mill complex, from Library of Congress via 

EDR 

Figure 7. 1994 aerial photograph of the Arial Mill complex, from Library of Congress via 

EDR 

Figure 8. 1929 photograph of the southwest corner of the main mill and waste house from 

“New Arial Mill Plant,” Greenville News, April 14, 1929.  

                         
106 Figures 2, 4-8, and 11-13 were taken from the draft National Register nomination prepared for the Arial Mill and 

Mill Village by Emily Taff and Brian LaBrie of Ray, Ellis & LaBrie Consulting and Ellis Mumford-Russell of Post 

Oak Preservation Solutions. The draft nomination was submitted to the State Historic Preservation Office on May 

24, 2021.  
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Figure 9. Undated photograph (estimated 1930s - 1940s) of Arial Mill, from the Pickens 

County Library 

Figure 10. Undated photograph (post-1955 – pre-1964) of Arial Mill, from the Pickens 

County Library 

Figure 11. 1928-1935 Photographs of the interior and exterior of Arial Mill, from “Arial: The 

Way It Was (1928-1935),” reprinted in Arial Mill Village and Surrounding 

Community Began 1928, compiled by Linda Smith Cheek, May 2013.  

Figure 12. 1986 Photograph of the now demolished powerhouse and smokestack at Arial 

Mill, from Arial Mill Village and Surrounding Community Began 1928, compiled 

by Linda Smith Cheek, May 2013.  

Figure 13. 1986 Photograph of pumphouse during the draining of the mill pond on July 4, 

1986, from Arial Mill Village and Surrounding Community Began 1928, compiled 

by Linda Smith Cheek, May 2013. 
 
Paperwork Reduction Act Statement:  This information is being collected for nominations to the National Register of Historic 
Places to nominate properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings.  Response 
to this request is required to obtain a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C.460 
et seq.). We may not conduct or sponsor and you are not required to respond to a collection of information unless it displays a 
currently valid OMB control number. 
Estimated Burden Statement:  Public reporting burden for each response using this form is estimated to be between the Tier 1 
and Tier 4 levels with the estimate of the time for each tier as follows: 
 

Tier 1 – 60-100 hours 
Tier 2 – 120 hours 
Tier 3 – 230 hours 
Tier 4 – 280 hours 

 
The above estimates include time for reviewing instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and preparing and transmitting 
nominations. Send comments regarding these estimates or any other aspect of the requirement(s) to the Service Information 
Collection Clearance Officer, National Park Service, 1201 Oakridge Drive Fort Collins, CO 80525. 
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