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This form is for use in nominating or requesting determinations for individual properties and districts.  See instructions in National Register Bulletin, 

How to Complete the National Register of Historic Places Registration Form.  If any item does not apply to the property being documented, enter 

"N/A" for "not applicable."  For functions, architectural classification, materials, and areas of significance, enter only categories and subcategories 
from the instructions.   

 

1. Name of Property 

Historic name:  ___Oliver, Peter M. and Alice, House_____________________________ 

Other names/site number: __Hartzog, H.L., House________________________________ 

      Name of related multiple property listing: 

      ___________________________________________________________ 

      (Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing 

    ____________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Location  

Street & number: _295 West First Street__________________________________________ 

City or town: _Swansea ___________ State: South Carolina      County: Lexington______ 

Not For Publication:   Vicinity:  

____________________________________________________________________________ 

3. State/Federal Agency Certification   

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended,  

I hereby certify that this    X    nomination ___ request for determination of eligibility meets 

the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of Historic 

Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.  

In my opinion, the property    X_ meets  ___does not meet the National Register Criteria.  I 

recommend that this property be considered significant at the following  

level(s) of significance:      

 ___national                  ___statewide           _X_ local  

   

     Applicable National Register Criteria:  

___A             ___B           _X_C           ___D         

 

 

    

Signature of certifying official/Title:    Date 

______________________________________________ 

State or Federal agency/bureau or Tribal Government 
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In my opinion, the property        meets        does not meet the National Register 

criteria.   

     

Signature of commenting official:    Date 

 

Title :                                     State or Federal agency/bureau 

                                                                                         or Tribal Government  

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

4. National Park Service Certification  

 I hereby certify that this property is:  

       entered in the National Register  

       determined eligible for the National Register  

       determined not eligible for the National Register  

       removed from the National Register  

       other (explain:)  _____________________                                                                                    

 

                     

______________________________________________________________________   

Signature of the Keeper   Date of Action 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

5. Classification 

 Ownership of Property 

 (Check as many boxes as apply.) 

Private:  

 

 Public – Local 

 

 Public – State  

 

 Public – Federal  

 

 

 Category of Property 

 (Check only one box.) 

 

 Building(s) 

 

                                                                                         

 

X

 

   

  

 

  

 

  

X
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      District  

 

 Site 

 

 Structure  

 

 Object  

 

 

 Number of Resources within Property 

 (Do not include previously listed resources in the count)              

Contributing   Noncontributing 

______1______   ______2_______  buildings 

 

_____________   _____________  sites 

 

_____________   ______1_______  structures  

 

_____________   _____________  objects 

 

______1______   ______3_______  Total 

 

 

 Number of contributing resources previously listed in the National Register ___N/A______ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

6. Function or Use  

Historic Functions 

(Enter categories from instructions.) 

  

      Domestic-Single Dwelling 

 __________________ 

 

Current Functions 

(Enter categories from instructions.) 

  

      Domestic-Single Dwelling 

 _________________
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_____________________________________________________________________________ 

7. Description  

 

 Architectural Classification  

 (Enter categories from instructions.) 

 LATE VICTORIAN/Queen Anne 

 ___________________ 

 

 

Materials: (enter categories from instructions.) 

Principal exterior materials of the property: 

 

Foundation:  BRICK, CONCRETE  

      Walls: WOOD/Weatherboard 

       Roof: METAL/Tin 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Narrative Description 

(Describe the historic and current physical appearance and condition of the property.  Describe 

contributing and noncontributing resources if applicable. Begin with a summary paragraph that 

briefly describes the general characteristics of the property, such as its location, type, style, 

method of construction, setting, size, and significant features. Indicate whether the property has 

historic integrity.)   

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Summary Paragraph 

 

The Peter M. and Alice Oliver House is an early 20th century Queen Anne residence in Swansea. 

The house was built for the Oliver family in 1903-1904. The Oliver House sits in the on the 

corner of West First and Monmouth streets. The one-and-a-half story house retains a substantial 

amount of significant architectural features associated with the Queen Anne style, including the 

asymmetrical façade with a projecting bay, wrap-around porch, turned wood porch columns and 

balusters, detailed spindle work in the front gable end, and elaborately carved front and back 

doors. Original interior and exterior finishes, including wood siding, trim, beadboard ceilings, 

and plaster walls also remain largely intact. The residence’s wood sash windows and corbeled 

brick chimneys commonly found in early 20th century residences, further conveying the original 

and architectural character of the home. The home has over 3,000 square feet of living space and 

retains much of its original historic character. Although some alterations have taken place to the 

home throughout the years, the historic integrity has not been compromised. 
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______________________________________________________________________________ 

Narrative Description1  

 

Site 

The Oliver House sits on approximately 0.52 acres in the heart of Swansea, South Carolina.  The 

entire property is enclosed with a white picket fence that encases the front and sides of the home 

and a privacy fence in the rear. A brick patio and outdoor fireplace constructed with salvaged 

brick from the demolition of an early 20th century building in downtown Swansea were added to 

the rear of the house in 2022. The property is tastefully landscaped with old pecan trees, Chinese 

pine trees, live oak trees, and crepe myrtles that are scattered throughout. On the property facing 

east is a working brick encased cellar that has been maintained throughout the years. Also on the 

property are a potting shed, cellar, and garage, which are not part of the property’s architectural 

significance and are therefore considered non-contributing resources. 

 

1. Main House (circa 1903) – Contributing Building 

 

Exterior 

The Oliver House is a one-and-a-half-story home constructed in 1903.2 It features a cross-gable 

roof with wide and steeply pitched prominent central gables on each elevation. The roof is clad 

in original tin shingles and punctuated by two interior corbelled brick chimneys set near the east 

and west ends of the house. The east-west section of the roof is wider and taller than the north-

south section. The roof remains in excellent condition and is unaltered apart from the recent 

addition of gutters. The exterior of the house retains the original wood Dutch lap siding, painted 

white with Williamsburg blue trim. The front façade features two-over-two sash windows, while 

windows on the rear and side elevations are six-over-six. This may reflect a cost saving measure 

of the original construction, with the larger-paned and therefore more expensive windows placed 

on the primary façade and a more economical option used on the remaining elevations. After 

2019, the original brick pier foundation was infilled with concrete block and parged to seal the 

foundation under the main volume of the house. A vapor barrier and a de-humidifier have also 

been added recently to protect the foundation and the help preserve and support the home. The 

brick piers under the front porch are infilled with brick lattice. The footprint of the building is 

irregular due to front and rear projections, but is generally rectangular. The building is situated 

on corner lot and fronts West First Street to the south.  

 

The front façade faces south toward West First Street. A concrete entry sidewalk bisects the front 

yard and leads up to a set of brick steps, which provide access to the wrap-around porch. A 

projecting bay window on the east side of the façade gives it the asymmetrical appearance 

typical of Queen Anne design, and the wrap around porch follows the octagonal line of the 

projecting bay.. The front gable features detailed spindle work that creates a visual centerpiece 

                         
1 The description of the Oliver House was supplemented with additional photos from Realtor.com, downloaded on 

October 22, 2021 from https://www.realtor.com/realestateandhomes-detail/295-W-1st-

St_Swansea_SC_29160_M59964-05556 and the following surveys: Fox, “Swansea – Town,” Survey, 1977 and 

Central Midlands Regional Planning Council (Fox), “Swansea – Town,” Survey Update, 1983, accessed online via 

South Carolina Historic Properties Record, South Carolina Department of Archives and History, www.schpr.sc.gov 
2 “The Editor’s Annual Tour,” Lexington Dispatch, November 25, 1903, p. 4. 

https://www.realtor.com/realestateandhomes-detail/295-W-1st-St_Swansea_SC_29160_M59964-05556
https://www.realtor.com/realestateandhomes-detail/295-W-1st-St_Swansea_SC_29160_M59964-05556
http://www.schpr.sc.gov/
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for the front façade and highlights the primary elevation. Below the spindlework is a pair of 

original wood two-over-two double-hung sash windows. The front porch encapsulates the first 

floor façade and features detailed woodwork. Each porch support has a square paneled base 

topped by a round column which is tapered on both ends. The design of the porch supports 

mimics the turned wood balusters of the porch railing, effectively replicating it on a larger scale. 

There is no column to the east of the entry stair, as the base is capped by a turned-wood finial, 

with a corresponding drop pendant extending above it from the architrave. The front door is 

roughly centered on the front façade, with the bay window to the east and two single windows to 

the west. The door, which is original to the house, is elaborately carved and currently stained 

rather than painted. A single lite is framed by smaller panes to textured and colored glass and 

trimmed by carved woodwork. The panel below the lite is likewise trimmed and carved, creating 

a very ornate entry to the home. The door also retains its original hardware and single-lite 

transom. The front façade is remarkably intact, apart from the replacement of the western most 

window in the bay with a door, though this appears to be an early 20th century alteration. 

 

The west elevation faces the side yard. The front porch wraps around the corner of this elevation, 

with a set of brick steps providing access to the yard on the west side. An elongated diamond-

shaped vent is present near the top of the gable end. Two equidistant windows are symmetrical 

arranged in the wide gable-end, with a third, four-lite square window placed at the northern edge 

just beneath the eaves. There are four windows on the first floor and a narrow brick end-chimney 

which cuts through the northern end of the gable. North of the chimney is a small projecting 

octagonal bay with a small-six lite window. This bay forms part of the laundry room created by 

infilling the east end of the rear porch.   

 

The octagonal bay at the northeast corner of the house transitions into the rear elevation. The 

asymmetrical rear elevation is defined by the rear porch, central gable, and rear wing. The east 

end of the rear porch is infilled, with a small six-lite window placed high on the north exterior 

wall. Situated between this infill and the rear wing, the rear porch now has an engaged 

appearance. The porch is about two-bays wide and supported by two turned wood columns. The 

columns of the rear porch are more attenuated than those on the front porch and their design is 

more in keeping with traditional Victorian woodworking. There are three doors located on the 

porch, one along the west wall of the infilled section and two on the north wall. The easternmost 

of these two doors replicated the ornate design of the front entry, absent the transom window. 

However, the rear iteration of this door is painted and does not retain its original hardware. The 

western door, which leads to the interior central hall, is a large four-panel door with three-lite 

sidelights. A set of brick steps leads down from the porch to a salvaged brick patio and outdoor 

fireplace, which were added to the property in 2022. Above the porch is the central gable, which 

features a single centered window in the gable-end. A front-gabled projecting wing forms the 

west end of the elevation and features a central corbeled brick end chimney flanked by single 

windows.  

 

The west elevation fronts North Monmouth Avenue. As on the east elevation, the large gable 

features a diamond vent above two six-over-six windows. The first floor of the west elevation is 

extended to the north by the rear wing and features three single windows, roughly equidistant 
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from each other. The northernmost window is situated within the wing, while the other two are 

part of the main volume of the house.  

 

Interior 

The interior of the house includes twelve rooms and six fireplaces. On the first floor the ceilings 

are thirteen-feet tall, and some retain their original beadboard finish. Most of the rooms also 

retain the original three-inch pine flooring in excellent condition. The front entry opens into a 

central stair hall. The front rooms, south of the stair, are currently used as a living room (to the 

west) and a dining room (to the east). The front rooms are accessed from the central hall via 

fifteen-lite French doors. The staircase is located on the west wall of the hallway and features a 

square newel post with carved panels and topped by a finial. The banister is supported by turned 

balusters. Down the hall the breakfast room, bathroom, and kitchen are on the east side, with two 

bedrooms to the west. At the rear of the hall is the original mahogany door (now painted) that 

leads to the back porch. A beadboard dado is present throughout the central hall and along the 

stairs.  

 

The living room retains much of its wood trim and its hardwood floors, but does not have the 

beadboard ceilings found in many other rooms of the house. The fireplace mantel includes 

carved double brackets topping a basic pilaster design. Egg-and-dart trim runs between the pairs 

of brackets. Across the hall to the west, the two first-floor bedrooms retain their original 

woodwork and fireplaces. North of the living room are two bedrooms, which retain their original 

trim and fireplaces. The rear bedroom is located within the projecting rear wing. Upstairs are two 

bedrooms and two bathrooms with original beadboard ceilings and fireplaces.  There is also a 

small library at the front of the home with built-in bookcases.  

 

On the east side of the first floor, the current dining room is situated within the projecting bay 

window at the front of the house, giving it a partial octagonal shape. The floors in this room are 

parquet, which may be a later alteration. The fireplace mantel is similar to that in the living 

room, but with black trim atop the flanking pilasters and below the paired brackets, and without 

the egg-and-dart trim. The mantel also features a built in mirror above the fireplace, framed in 

simple wood trim. A single-lite two-panel door on the east side of the room leads out onto the 

front porch. The dining room opens into another space, currently used as a breakfast room, 

through another set of French doors. The breakfast room features hardwood floors, a painted 

beadboard dado, a stained beadboard ceiling, picture rail, and fluted window trim. The breakfast 

room opens to the central hallway as well.  Between the breakfast room and kitchen is a small 

service hallway with access to a bathroom. The bathroom has been updated but still retains the 

original clawfoot bathtub. The kitchen has been updated with modern conveniences including a 

central island, built in cabinets, and a built-in butlers pantry.  Adjacent to the kitchen is a laundry 

room/pantry combination. The kitchen retains the original carved wood door that leads to the 

back porch. 

 

2. Garage (c. 1940) – Noncontributing Building  

The 2-car garage is in the north end of the property.  The entrance to the garage is from 

Monmouth Street.  The garage has a dirt floor, and the roof and building need repairs.  The 
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current use houses outdoor equipment and yard accessories.  It is believed that this building was 

built on or around 1940. 

 

3. Potting Shed (c. 1903) – Noncontributing Building 

The potting shed sets on the north end of the property.  It is around eighty square feet and it is 

used for gardening materials and storage.  It has the same metal tin roof that is on the main 

house.  It needs repairs but overall is in good condition. It is believed that this shed was erected 

the year the home was built or soon after. 

 

4. Cellar (c. 1903) – Noncontributing Structure 

The cellar sets on the west end of the property.  It is brick lined and around 48 square feet and 6 

foot deep.  It currently is used for plants to winter.  There is a window that lets in light and doors 

that open and close the cellar.  It does need some repairs on the doors and the frame of the doors.  

However, for the age of this cellar it is in good condition.  It is believed that this cellar was 

installed the year the home was constructed or soon after. 
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_________________________________________________________________ 

8. Statement of Significance 

 

 Applicable National Register Criteria  

 (Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property for National Register  

 listing.) 

 

A. Property is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the 

broad patterns of our history. 

  

B. Property is associated with the lives of persons significant in our past.  

 

C. Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of 

construction or represents the work of a master, or possesses high artistic values, 

or represents a significant and distinguishable entity whose components lack 

individual distinction.  

 

D. Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, information important in prehistory or 

history.  

 

 

 Criteria Considerations  

 (Mark “x” in all the boxes that apply.) 

 

A. Owned by a religious institution or used for religious purposes 

  

B. Removed from its original location   

 

C. A birthplace or grave  

 

D. A cemetery 

 

E. A reconstructed building, object, or structure 

 

F. A commemorative property 

 

G. Less than 50 years old or achieving significance within the past 50 years  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

X
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Areas of Significance 

(Enter categories from instructions.)  

Architecture_________  

___________________  

___________________  

___________________  

___________________  

___________________  

___________________ 

 

 

Period of Significance 

______1903_________ 

___________________ 

___________________ 

 

 Significant Dates  

 ___________________  

 ___________________ 

 ___________________ 

 

Significant Person 

(Complete only if Criterion B is marked above.) 

_____N/A__________  

___________________  

___________________ 

 

 Cultural Affiliation  

 _____N/A___________  

 ___________________  

 ___________________ 

 

 Architect/Builder 

 _____N/A___________ 

 ___________________  

 ___________________ 
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Statement of Significance Summary Paragraph (Provide a summary paragraph that includes 

level of significance, applicable criteria, justification for the period of significance, and any 

applicable criteria considerations.)  

 

The Peter M. and Alice Oliver House, located in the heart of the Swansea community in 

Lexington County, is eligible for listing on the National Register of Historic Places at the local 

level under Criterion C for its architectural significance. Built in 1903, the Oliver House is one of 

the few remaining intact examples of Victorian residential architecture in Swansea. It is an 

excellent and highly-intact local example of a Queen Anne residence. The house is characterized 

by its Victorian features, including its asymmetrical form, wrap-around porch, bay window, tin-

shingle roof, and decorative woodwork. The interior of the house also retains many of its original 

features and finishes, including fire place mantels, hardwood floors, and beadboard ceilings. 

Most of the other Victorian residences in Swansea are either no longer extant or altered in 

significant ways, making intact local examples a rarity. The Oliver House is among the best 

surviving examples of its style and period in Swansea.  

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Narrative Statement of Significance (Provide at least one paragraph for each area of 

significance.)   

 

Criterion C: Architecture 

 

The Oliver House is eligible for listing in the National Register as a fine local example of 

Victorian architecture in the town of Swansea. Swansea’s history and the context for the Oliver 

House’s construction is representative of many other small rural towns where Victorian design 

spread in the late 19th century. Queen Anne architecture was popular from the mid-1800s into the 

early 1900s, with the style’s popularization being fueled by the availability of pattern books and 

the expansion of the railroad across the United States. Rail travel facilitated the movement of 

heavy machinery into local and regional hubs where Victorian detailing could be produced at 

more accessible costs and either sold locally or shipped via rail to other nearby towns and 

stations. The related Folk Victorian style, a vernacular adaptation of Queen Anne and other 

Victorian architectural styles, thrived in the same period and was commonly found throughout 

the country.3  

 

Swansea was one of countless small South Carolina towns to develop as a direct result of 

railroad expansion during the ascendance of Queen Anne and Folk Victorian as popular styles. 

The town was incorporated in December 1892 and grew up around a stop on the Southbound 

Railroad, completed in 1891 from Savannah, Ga. to Columbia, S.C. and later part of the 

Seaboard Air Line. The origins of the town’s name are uncertain, but many of the area’s early 

settlers traced ancestry to the British Isles, and it was probably named after the Welsh town of 

Swansea. The Swansea stop was located in Bull Swamp Township along a section of Bull 

Swamp Creek that one writer at the time described as “the wildest kind of backwoods.” 

                         
3 Virginia Savage McAlester, A Field Guide to American Houses (New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 2014), 350, 398.  
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However, the arrival of the Southbound prompted newcomers to settle by the line, and a 

“Swansea” post office was established near the tracks in August 1892. By 1896, the town was 

home to a drug store, three physicians, hotel, grocery store, a Baptist church (and a Methodist 

under construction), a private school for whites, and multiple mercantiles, with further railroad-

fueled development unfolding over the next several decades.4  

 

Among those who moved to the town in its early years were Peter and Alice (Yarborough) 

Oliver, who had the Oliver House built at 295 West First Street. Both born in 1868 and married 

around 1890, the couple lived with Peter’s family across the county line in Caw Caw Township, 

likely on the Oliver family plantation along Beaver Creek in what was then Orangeburg County 

but later became Calhoun County. In May 1903, prominent Swansea landowner H.R. Goodwin 

deeded to Alice Oliver town lot No. 36, at the corner of Monmouth Ave. and First St., for 

$125.00. Work proceeded on the house and was substantially finished by November, when the 

editor of the nearby Lexington Dispatch noted that “Mr. P. Oliver has put up a fine dwelling, and 

others are to follow.” Peter, Alice, and their five children moved into the home soon thereafter. 

Peter subsequently worked as a bookkeeper and served as secretary-treasurer of W.B. Rast & 

Sons Company, which manufactured veneers, baskets, and crates. He was also later elected to 

serve as a Swansea town warden. Alice lived in the Oliver House for barely a year, tragically 

dying of illness in January 1905. Peter subsequently remarried in 1908 to Clara Frances Johnson. 

He died in 1937, and Clara Oliver continued to live at the home until 1953, when the family sold 

the house after roughly half a century of Oliver occupancy.5 

 

Little more is known of the property’s construction or the motivation behind its design, but a 

Queen Anne residence was a fitting choice for a family seeking to establish themselves as 

newcomers to a town like Swansea, still in its own infancy as a point of trade and transportation 

for outlying farms and home. Indeed, Swansea’s Victorian town homes are a vivid reminder of 

its earliest years of existence as an incorporated municipality. However, there are only a few 

intact Victorian homes remaining in town, as most have been altered or demolished. Historic 

                         
4 J.R. Fennell, “The History of Swansea,” Lexington County Chronicle, January 27, 2022, 

https://www.lexingtonchronicle.com/stories/the-history-of-

swansea,23121?fbclid=IwAR2vSfOvikf3q_TQpOB4utHgG83XrQHJ5DlhmN5IZ9SaNS5NFz0joF5hXFM. “South 

Carolina,” Savannah (Ga.) Morning News, September 12, 1892. “Flourishing Swansea,” Lexington Dispatch, March 

11, 1896. Swansea Post Office Report, August 6, 1892, Post Office Department Reports of Site Locations, 1837-

1950, Roll 535, image 743, National Archives and Records Administration, Washington, D.C. Image available at  

https://s3.amazonaws.com/NARAprodstorage/lz/dc-metro/rg-028/M1126/M1126-535/M1126-535-0764.jpg.  
5 “The Editor’s Annual Tour,” Lexington Dispatch, November 25, 1903, p. 4. “Swansea Items,” Lexington Dispatch, 

April 13, 1904. United States Census Returns, South Carolina, Orangeburg County, 1880 and 1900; and Lexington 

County, 1910. Accessed through Ancestry.com. “Swansea’s Doing,” November 2, 1904. “Swansea News,” 

Lexington Dispatch, November 25, 1908. “Peter M. Oliver Dies at Swansea,” Columbia State, September 30, 1937. 

“Swansea News,” Lexington Dispatch, January 25, 1905. Peter Michael Oliver memorial page, Find-a-Grave, 

https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/57166615/peter-michael-oliver. Clara F. (Johnson) Oliver memorial page, 

Find-a-Grave, https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/57166614/clara-f-oliver. H.R. Goodwin to Alice E. Oliver, 

May 9, 1903, Lexington County Deed Book UU, p. 508. Clara Frances Oliver, Thomas W. Oliver, and P.N. Oliver 

to A. Fred Minner, July 6, 1953, Lexington County Deed Book 7N, p. 476. “Short News Items,” Orangeburg Times 

and Democrat, February 7, 1906, p. 8. Fennell, “History of Swansea.” For references to the Oliver home place, see 

“Coroner’s Inquest,” Orangeburg News, June 3, 1871, p. 4, and “Mrs. Fair Hosts Colonial Dames Fall Meeting,” 

Orangeburg Times and Democrat, November 10, 1974, p. 5B. 

https://www.lexingtonchronicle.com/stories/the-history-of-swansea,23121?fbclid=IwAR2vSfOvikf3q_TQpOB4utHgG83XrQHJ5DlhmN5IZ9SaNS5NFz0joF5hXFM
https://www.lexingtonchronicle.com/stories/the-history-of-swansea,23121?fbclid=IwAR2vSfOvikf3q_TQpOB4utHgG83XrQHJ5DlhmN5IZ9SaNS5NFz0joF5hXFM
https://s3.amazonaws.com/NARAprodstorage/lz/dc-metro/rg-028/M1126/M1126-535/M1126-535-0764.jpg
https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/57166615/peter-michael-oliver
https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/57166614/clara-f-oliver
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architectural surveys conducted in Swansea in 1977 and 1983 recorded at least twelve Victorian 

residences in the town. However, of those twelve houses, five were demolished and four others 

are significantly altered. For example, the Harvey Williams House (c. 1896), the Myrtle Wise 

House (c. 1905), and the Mrs. A.G. Burger, Sr., House (c. 1900) were all clad in synthetic siding. 

Other common alterations to Swansea’s Victorian houses include significant changes to front 

porches and the replacement of historic windows. With the loss and alteration of much of 

Swansea’s Victorian residential architecture, the Oliver House (1903-1904), along with the John 

Durham House (c. 1895) and the J.H. Zobel House (c. 1900), stand as the few intact examples in 

town.  

 

The architect responsible for the design of the Oliver House is unknown, although the house 

design bears some passing similarities to the early work of nationally renowned architect and 

mail-in order catalog entrepreneur George Franklin Barber (1854-1915), particularly his early 

Queen Anne variations. However, the Oliver House lacks Barber’s typical ornate flourishes.6  It 

is more likely that the Oliver House was a locally derived, vernacular variation on the highly 

popular Victorian architecture of the period.   

 

Built in 1903, the Oliver House retains much of its original physical fabric and historic character. 

While simpler than some iterations of the style, the Oliver House features many characteristic 

elements of Queen Anne residential architecture. While the general footprint of the house is 

rectangular, the projections on the front, rear, and east elevations create an irregular form. None 

of the home’s four elevations are symmetrical in form or fenestration. The front façade is 

characterized by three distinctly Queen Anne features: a prominent front gable with an intricate 

spindlework gable truss, a projecting octagonal bay on the east end, and a wrap-around one-story 

front porch. The asymmetry of the design is further emphasized by the turned finial and drop 

pendant which take the place of a standard column to the east of the entry steps. 

 

Victorian woodwork is displayed throughout the decorative detailing on the exterior. The gable 

truss on the front façade features a mixture of jigsaw cut trim and turned-wood spindlework. The 

turned porch balusters and columns of both the front and back porches also reflect the 

mechanization of lathe-work, which allowed Victorian architectural decoration to flourish. The 

front porch columns are especially notable, as both ends of the columns taper, mimicking the 

shape of the balusters. The atypical bowed form of the columns is indicative of the freedom of 

design made possible by the machine lathe. Finally, the matching front and back wood doors 

display both very fine carved ornamentation and typical Queen Anne windows: a single large 

pane of glass surrounded by smaller panes. In the case of the Oliver House, the smaller panes are 

colored textured glass. Some of the decoration on the doors is incised, a common ornamentation 

technique on the spindlework Queen Anne subtype.7 On the interior, decorative carving on the 

fireplace mantels, newel post, and trim, as well as beadboard ceilings and wainscoting carry the 

Victorian design elements throughout the house.  

 

                         
6 Tomlan, Introduction to George F. Barber’s Victorian Cottage Architecture. 
7 McAlester, A Field Guide to American Houses, 346.  
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As noted above, most of the Victorian residences in Swansea are either destroyed or substantially 

altered. The only extant Victorian houses in Swansea of comparable architectural merit and 

historic integrity to the Oliver House are the John Durham House and the J.H. Zobel House. The 

Durham House, located at 205 W. First Street, is a Folk Victorian residence built circa 1895. The 

Zobel House, built circa 1900, is across the street at 200 W. First Street and exhibits the 

influence of both the Stick and Colonial Revival styles. The presence of all three houses on the 

same block indicates that this area was likely developed around the turn-of-the-century when 

Victorian architecture remained popular, but sadly few other examples remain which can still 

convey their architectural character from this period. Indeed, at the time of the 1983 architectural 

survey of Swansea, the surveyors identified this area as “an intact Victorian neighborhood” and a 

potential historic district. However, such a district was never listed, and the area’s overall 

Victorian character is now severely compromised.  

 

The Durham House is a late-19th century Folk Victorian home. It was likely constructed as a one-

and-a-half story front-gable-and-wing house, an extremely common Folk Victorian form. The 

band of vertical wood siding below the eaves is suggestive of the Stick style. This trim is notably 

absent from the second story front-gable projection, indicating it may be a later addition. Unlike 

at the Oliver House, the gables do not dominate each elevation of the house. Below the eastern 

front gable is a projecting bay, another common Victorian design element also found at the 

Oliver House. The front porch extends across the entire front (south) façade and the east 

elevation along North Brecon Street. While some of the most highly decorative elements of the 

Oliver House are found in the gable truss and front and back doors, the Durham House utilizes 

Folk Victorian “gingerbread” on its wrap-around porch. The turned wood porch supports feature 

jigsaw cut spandrels featuring concentric quarter-circles cut in varying patterns. The spandrel 

design suggests a floral or sunburst motif, the latter being common in more elaborated Victorian 

architecture. While this type of gingerbread decoration and turned porch support can characterize 

both Folk Victorian and Queen Anne houses, they are not universal in the latter style. The front 

porch columns at the Oliver House are closer to Classical columns, which were used in roughly a 

third of Queen Anne houses in the United States.8  

 

The few available interior photographs of the Durham House suggest it is simpler than the 

interiors of either the Oliver House or the Zobel House. The fireplace mantels are simple and 

lack the type of ornamental carving on the mantels in both of the Oliver and Zobel houses. 

Likewise, where both its contemporaries utilize beadboard on the interiors, the walls of the 

Durham House appear to be simple plaster, and if baseboards were ever present they were 

subsequently removed. Additions at the rear of the house have lap-siding interiors, but this finish 

represents a later alteration and not the original Victorian character of the house. Overall, the 

Oliver House presents a more high-finish example of a Victorian interior in comparison with the 

rather plain features and finishes of the Durham House interior.9 

                         
8 McAlester, A Field Guide to American Houses, 346. 
9 The description of the Durham House is based upon the following sources: Fox, “Swansea – Town,” Survey, 1977 

and Central Midlands Regional Planning Council (Fox), “Swansea – Town,” Survey Update, 1983, accessed online 

via South Carolina Historic Properties Record, South Carolina Department of Archives and History, 

www.schpr.sc.gov; Google Streetview: October 2007, April 2013, and August 2019; “205 W 1st St, Swansea, SC 

http://www.schpr.sc.gov/
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Like the Durham House, the Zobel House also shows a Stick influence, especially in the picket-

fence pattern woodwork utilized in the gable end and the band of vertical siding under the eaves. 

However, there is little else on the exterior to suggest this is a Victorian house. If not for the 

front porch wrapping around the east elevation, the front façade would be symmetrical. Although 

the cross-gable roof is very similar to that of the Oliver House, there are no projecting bays or 

wings to help create the irregular rooflines which typically characterize Victorian houses. 

Likewise, the porch columns, without turned balusters or any other Victorian ornamentation, are 

more suggestive of the Colonial Revival style than of any Victorian design. The windows have a 

vaguely Victorian appearance, but these are modern replacements and not true divided lights.10 

The formalism and regularity of the Zobel House exterior stands in sharp contrast to the more 

typically Victorian Oliver House with its decorative elements and asymmetry.  

 

The interior of the Zobel House is more overtly Victorian, as it features a variety of beadboard 

wall and ceiling finishes appropriate to a vernacular interpretation of the Stick style. Beadboard 

is used extensively as an interior finish in the Zobel House and utilized from floor to ceiling in 

most rooms, a notably different approach to the Oliver House, where beadboard is primarily 

found on ceilings or as wainscoting. The fireplace mantels in both houses are carved wood, 

though the examples in the Oliver House are more elaborated. Other elements of the Zobel 

House which suggest more of a Colonial Revival influence include the fairly standard turned 

newel post on the central hall stair, and a four-panel front entry door with multi-light transom 

and sidelights. By contrast, the Oliver House features a decoratively carved front door and newel 

post.11  

 

While the Oliver, Durham, and Zobel houses belong to the same broad style and period, they 

offer very different interpretations of Victorian architecture within the local context of Swansea.  

Of the three houses, the Oliver House adheres most closely to the Queen Anne style, especially 

its spindlework subtype. The Oliver House is an excellent example of Queen Anne architecture 

in Swansea and one of the few remaining intact Victorian residences in town. The house retains a 

high degree of integrity and through the retention of many of its original features and finishes, it 

continues to convey its architectural significance with the context of Swansea’s early residential 

architecture.  

 

 

 

                         

29160,” Zillow, accessed August 2022, https://www.zillow.com/homedetails/205-W-1st-St-Swansea-SC-

29160/11248839_zpid/.   
10 The windows are highly reflective and do not match the six-over-six windows present in the photograph taken of 

the house in the 1983 survey; Central Midlands Regional Planning Council (Fox), “Swansea – Town,” Survey 

Update, 1983. 
11 The description of the Zobel House is based upon the following sources: Fox, “Swansea – Town,” Survey, 1977 

and Central Midlands Regional Planning Council (Fox), “Swansea – Town,” Survey Update, 1983, accessed online 

via South Carolina Historic Properties Record, South Carolina Department of Archives and History, 

www.schpr.sc.gov; Google Streetview: October 2007, April 2013, and August 2019; “200 W 1st St, Swansea, SC 

29160,” Zillow, accessed August 2022, https://www.zillow.com/homedetails/200-W-1st-St-Swansea-SC-

29160/11248836_zpid/?.  

https://www.zillow.com/homedetails/205-W-1st-St-Swansea-SC-29160/11248839_zpid/
https://www.zillow.com/homedetails/205-W-1st-St-Swansea-SC-29160/11248839_zpid/
http://www.schpr.sc.gov/
https://www.zillow.com/homedetails/200-W-1st-St-Swansea-SC-29160/11248836_zpid/
https://www.zillow.com/homedetails/200-W-1st-St-Swansea-SC-29160/11248836_zpid/
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 Acreage of Property ______0.52 acres_________ 

 

 
 

Use either the UTM system or latitude/longitude coordinates 
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1. Latitude: 33.7354645  Longitude: -81.1034542 

 

2. Latitude:   Longitude: 

 

3. Latitude:   Longitude: 

 

4. Latitude:   Longitude: 

 

 

Verbal Boundary Description (Describe the boundaries of the property.) 

 

Beginning at the point at the intersection of the Northeastern edge of right of way of West 

First Street and the Southeastern edge of North Monmouth Avenue and running thence N 15-

26 E 150.11 feet; thence S 74-27 E 150.00 feet thence S 15-26 W 150.08 feet thence N 74-28 

W 150.00 feet along West First Street.  

 

 

Boundary Justification (Explain why the boundaries were selected.) 
 

The boundary encompasses only the area historically associated with the Peter M. and Alice 

Oliver House and certified by a survey done by Benjamin H. Whetstone. 

 

 

11. Form Prepared By 

 

name/title: Mr. Tom Daugherty & Dr. Scott Holmes w/SHPO assistance_________ 

organization: ________________________________________________________ 

street & number: _295 West First Street________________________ 

city or town:  _Swansea_______ state: South Carolina_____ zip code:_29160__________ 

e-mail__ttd@gmx.com______________________________ 

telephone (859)940-2900 

date:1 December 2020___________________________ 

 

 

Additional Documentation 

 

Submit the following items with the completed form: 

 

 Maps:   A USGS map or equivalent (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's 

location. 

    

  Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous 

resources.  Key all photographs to this map. 
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 Additional items:  (Check with the SHPO, TPO, or FPO for any additional items.) 

  

 

Photographs 

Submit clear and descriptive photographs.  The size of each image must be 1600x1200 pixels 

(minimum), 3000x2000 preferred, at 300 ppi (pixels per inch) or larger.  Key all photographs 

to the sketch map. Each photograph must be numbered and that number must correspond to 

the photograph number on the photo log.  For simplicity, the name of the photographer, 

photo date, etc. may be listed once on the photograph log and doesn’t need to be labeled on 

every photograph. 

 

Photo Log 

 

Name of Property:  Oliver, Peter M. and Alice, House 

 

City or Vicinity: Swansea 

 

1.County: Lexington    State: South Carolina 

 

Photographer: Tom Daugherty 

 

Date Photographed: October 2021/December 2021 (unless otherwise indicated) 

 

Description of Photograph(s) and number, include description of view indicating direction of 

camera: 

 

1. Front of house, south elevation 

2. Front of house, southwest oblique 

3. Wrap around front porch/bay window southeast elevation 

4. Cellar and partial east elevation of main house 

5. Side of house, east elevation 

6. Side of house, northwest oblique 

7. Rear of house, north elevation 

8. Side of house, west elevation 

9. Original tin roof detail, south elevation 

10. Original back kitchen door 

11. Original front door 

12. Garage, southeast oblique (February 2022) 

13. Potting shed, southeast oblique (February 2022) 

14. Rear brick patio and fireplace, view west (July 2022) 

15. Brick patio and fireplace, view north (July 2022) 

16. Staircase in central hallway 

17. Beadboard ceiling detail, breakfast room 

18. Formal dining room with original fireplace 
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19. Living room with original fireplace 

20. Breakfast room with original fireplace 

21. Downstairs bathroom with original clawfoot tub 

22. Kitchen 
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