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This form is for use in nominating or requesting determinations for individual properties and districts.  See instructions in National Register Bulletin, 

How to Complete the National Register of Historic Places Registration Form.  If any item does not apply to the property being documented, enter 

"N/A" for "not applicable."  For functions, architectural classification, materials, and areas of significance, enter only categories and subcategories 
from the instructions.   

 

1. Name of Property 

Historic name:  _Ellen Dean Hotel__________________________ 

Other names/site number: __ Ellen Dean Motor Hotel___        ____ 

      Name of related multiple property listing: 

      _______N/A_________________________________________________ 

      (Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Location  

Street & number: _113-141 North White Street______________________ 

City or town: __Lancaster____ State: __SC____ County: _Lancaster_ ___  

Not For Publication:   Vicinity:  

____________________________________________________________________________ 

3. State/Federal Agency Certification   

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended,  

I hereby certify that this   X     nomination  ___ request for determination of eligibility meets 

the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of Historic 

Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.  

In my opinion, the property  _X__  meets   ___ does not meet the National Register Criteria.  

I recommend that this property be considered significant at the following  

level(s) of significance:      

 ___national                  ___statewide           _X__local  

  Applicable National Register Criteria:  

_X_A             ___B           _ _C           ___D         

 

 

    

Signature of certifying official/Title:    Date 

______________________________________________ 

State or Federal agency/bureau or Tribal Government 
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In my opinion, the property        meets        does not meet the National Register 

criteria.   

     

Signature of commenting official:    Date 

 

Title :                                     State or Federal agency/bureau 

                                                                                         or Tribal Government  

 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

4. National Park Service Certification  

 I hereby certify that this property is:  

       entered in the National Register  

       determined eligible for the National Register  

       determined not eligible for the National Register  

       removed from the National Register  

       other (explain:)  _____________________                                                                                    

 

                     

______________________________________________________________________   

Signature of the Keeper   Date of Action 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

5. Classification 

 Ownership of Property 

 (Check as many boxes as apply.) 

Private:  

 

 Public – Local 

 

 Public – State  

 

 Public – Federal  

 

 

 Category of Property 

 (Check only one box.) 

 

 Building(s) 

 

 District  

 

X
 
   
  

 
  

 
  

X
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 Site 

 

 Structure  

 

 Object  

 

 

 Number of Resources within Property 

 (Do not include previously listed resources in the count)              

Contributing   Noncontributing 

_____1_______   _____________  buildings 

 

_____________   _____________  sites 

 

_____________   _____________  structures  

 

_____________   _____________  objects 

 

______1______   _______0______  Total 

 

 

 Number of contributing resources previously listed in the National Register _________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

6. Function or Use  

Historic Functions 

(Enter categories from instructions.) 

 _ DOMESTIC/hotel __ 

 COMMERCE/TRADE/business 

 ___________________ 

 ___________________ 

 ___________________ 

 ___________________ 

 ___________________ 

 

Current Functions 

(Enter categories from instructions.) 

 ____VACANT__ ____ 

 ___________________ 

 ___________________ 

 ___________________ 

 ___________________ 

 ___________________
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_________________________________________________________________________ 

7. Description  

 

 Architectural Classification  

 (Enter categories from instructions.) 

 _OTHER/mixed-use hotel_ 

 ___________________ 

 ___________________ 

 ___________________ 

 ___________________ 

 ___________________ 

 ___________________ 

 

 

Materials: (enter categories from instructions.) 

Principal exterior materials of the property: ___Brick, metal, concrete, glass_______ 

 

 

 

Narrative Description 

(Describe the historic and current physical appearance and condition of the property.  Describe 

contributing and noncontributing resources if applicable. Begin with a summary paragraph that 

briefly describes the general characteristics of the property, such as its location, type, style, 

method of construction, setting, size, and significant features. Indicate whether the property has 

historic integrity.)   

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Summary Paragraph 

 

The Ellen Dean Hotel is a two-story, L-shaped, mixed-use masonry building with a flat roof 

located on North White Street in downtown Lancaster, South Carolina. Constructed in 1941 with 

an addition in 1946, the hotel is laid in a five course common bond with the sixth course laid in a 

Flemish bond. Due to the sloping topography, the rear, or east, elevation exposes the full 

basement. The first floor features eight commercial bays while the second floor contains thirty-

nine hotel rooms. The building does not represent a clear architectural style, exhibiting a 

restrained, minimal traditional commercial style common in the early years of the Second World 

War. The first floor retains the original doors and portions of the original storefronts, although 

some have been altered over the years, while the second floor primarily features paired six-over-

six windows with a cast stone lintel and keystone surmounting each opening. An aluminum 

awning that likely dates to the 1946 addition is no longer present on the building, as it was 

recently removed due to deterioration. Overall, the building retains integrity from the period of 

significance despite poor structural conditions.  

 

 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Narrative Description  

 

The Ellen Dean Hotel fronts North White Street. The hotel’s siting is largely hardscaped to 

accommodate motorists who lodged there or patronized the first floor shops. A curbed concrete 

sidewalk spans the west façade along the storefront entrances while the remaining space between 

the building and North White Street is concrete parking lot. The entrances to the lobby and 

coffee shop feature a brick patio that extends west slightly past the existing sidewalk. The 

sidewalk continues north and wraps the building along its northern edge to the exterior stair. The 

area south of the building is paved and slopes downward, running east, and turns northward to 

access the basement level garages and storefronts. The area east of the pavement and east of the 

projecting wing at the northeast corner of the property is wooded, as is the area north of the 

wing.   

 

Originally constructed in 1941, the hotel was initially rectangular in plan and approximately half 

its current size. An addition was constructed to the south of the original building in 1946, 

extending the west façade from fourteen bays to thirty-two and matching the original design 

elements. The addition has an L-shaped plan, with a two-story boiler room at the interior angle of 

the ell. The building features a number of horizontal elements, such as a flat roof with cast stone 

coping, cast stone lintels above each window on the second floor, and rectilinear storefront 

windows. Historically, a flat awning hung over the storefront from circa 1946 until it was 

removed in 2021 because of its deteriorated condition.1 Originally entirely red brick, the first 

floor was painted white between 2018 and 2021. Unless otherwise noted, all windows on the 

building feature a painted cast stone lintel with a keystone and a two-course brick sill, with the 

top course composed of stretchers atop a rowlock course. The building largely retains its historic 

integrity, but the roof structure has been severely compromised, having collapsed in 2021 and 

damaging the second floor hotel rooms and the first floor former coffee shop. However, enough 

of the hotel rooms and first floor retail spaces remain to adequately represent the building’s 

significant historical associations. 

 

The west façade is thirty-two bays long and, with few variations, is primarily composed of eight 

storefronts on the first floor and equidistant paired six-over-six windows on the second floor. 

Historically, the storefront display windows exhibited two-light windows divided by a narrow, 

anodized aluminum mullion, but many of these have been altered since the 1940s. Moving north 

to south, the first floor features a brick pier framing a former storefront display window that has 

been in-filled with cement board siding, followed by a brick pier and a set of original wooden 

double doors with narrow vertical glazing at their center. A transom surmounts each set of 

double doors. A brick pier separates the doors from the display window, which sits atop a brick 

bulkhead. The northern half of the original window has been divided with a vertical aluminum 

mullion while the southern half has been in-filled with siding. A brick pier signals the end of the 

previous bay and the start of the next. The original display window opening remains extant in 

this bay, though a second mullion has been added in the southern half of the original window, 

creating a three-light window instead of the historic two-light pattern. A set of wooden double 

                                                      
1 It is unclear exactly when the awning was constructed but it was likely when the addition was made. However, per 

the 1960 Sanborn Map, it was installed by 1960.  
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doors, flanked by original fluted aluminum trim and surmounted by a transom, leads to the lobby 

of the hotel. A sidelight is located south of the doors before a brick pier, mirroring the sidelight 

and door configuration of the previous bay. However, the display window following this door 

features three evenly spaced window sections. A brick pier follows and marks the end of the 

original 1941 façade.  

 

The start of the 1946 addition is marked by a seam between the two sections on the second level, 

matching up with the edge of this pier. A former display window, which is in-filled with cement 

board siding, begins the 1946 portion of the façade. Continuing south, there is a single display 

window followed by a single door entrance that is surmounted by a transom and flanked by 

fluted aluminum trim. Next is a matching door, transom, and trim followed by a two-light 

display window. These two single doors, as well as the southern display window, have been 

obscured with boards. A brick pier separates the next commercial bay, which features an 

undivided display window followed by a single door entrance. This entrance, like the previous 

ones, features a transom above it and is flanked with fluted aluminum trim. A two-light display 

window follows the door. The requisite brick pier signals the beginning of the next commercial 

bay, which is composed of a single-light display window and a single door that is centered in an 

opening large enough for a garage door. This door is flanked by vertical wooden boards filling 

the space on either side of the door, with a transom above that surmounts the entire opening 

width. Fluted aluminum trim borders the opening. The second display window associated with 

this commercial bay is covered from both the interior and exterior, obscuring its fenestration. 

The final bay begins with a brick pier, a single-light display window, and a single door entrance 

with transom and fluted trim. The final display window is in-filled with cement board siding and 

a final, slightly wider brick pier at the corner.   

 

The west façade’s second floor, beginning at the northern end, features a set of paired windows 

followed by the only two single windows on the façade. The remainder of the second floor 

features fourteen sets of paired windows. These fourteen sets of windows each feature a 

rectangular vent above their keystone, while the previous four windows (two single windows and 

one set of paired) lack these vents.  

 

The south elevation features two sections: the 1946 section at the south end and the original 1941 

section at the northern end of the property. The southern, 1946 addition is five bays wide. 

Moving west to east, the first floor features two storefront display windows that have been in-

filled with plywood boards. A six-over-six wooden window is located at the center of the 

elevation and has been covered with plywood from the exterior. The eastern end of the elevation 

features a six-over-six wood window with a matching sill and a door east of it. Both openings 

have been covered with plywood from the exterior but are visible from the interior. A transom 

surmounts the wooden door. The second floor features a set of paired six-over-six windows that 

match the façade’s second floor windows and align with the storefront display windows below. 

The windows have the same standard sill and lintel with keystone that is found on the façade. 

The center of the elevation features a former door opening that previously led to a fire escape, 

which is no longer extant. The door is surmounted by a red lintel with the standard sill beneath it. 

A set of paired six-over-six windows are situated at the east end of the elevation.  
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The south elevation of the northern ell begins at the interior angle of the ell with the two-story 

boiler room, which occupies the basement and first levels. The basement level features a window 

and a door, both of which are boarded up and have rowlock lintels. A concrete stair then runs 

west from the edge of the boiler room to the first floor. The boiler room plane terminates, 

returning to the main building’s plane, where a window and adjacent door are located, followed 

by a door with a full-length sidelight. This was likely where the hotel’s meeting space, the 

Rainbow Room, was located. Returning to the western end of the boiler room, the first floor has 

a set of paired six-over-six windows before the plane of the boiler room recesses (where the stair 

meets the door) and features a set of paired windows. The boiler room then ends and the plane 

recesses to the main portion of the building where there is a set of paired windows. The eastern 

window appears to have been converted to a door, though it is difficult to discern as both 

openings are covered with boards. A boarded-up opening that is lower than the previous set of 

windows is located to the east. The second floor of the ell features a single window, a short six-

over-six window, likely denoting the location of a bathroom, and a set of paired windows. 

Continuing east there is a chimney followed by paired windows, a shorter window, and paired 

windows.  

 

The east elevation is the most complex and features multiple sections: the original 1941 section, 

the 1946 addition, the basement and first level boiler room, and the ell. This rear elevation was 

primarily used as a service space to operate the hotel and provide amenities to the guests. The 

basement level is fully visible on this elevation due to the down sloping topography. Beginning 

in the southeast corner, the 1946 addition is sixteen bays long and is covered in smooth concrete 

on the basement level. Moving north, the basement level features a former garage door bay that 

has recently been in-filled with sheet rock in the first two bays, a set of paired metal framed 

windows that are obscured by plywood fill bays five and six, while another garage door bay 

occupies bays seven and eight. The former garage door opening appears to have been retrofitted 

with a storefront system, but it is obscured by plywood. The ninth bay features a sidelight display 

window adjacent to a door opening. A set of paired windows are located in the tenth and 

eleventh bays but are covered with plywood, and the thirteenth and fourteenth bays feature a 

garage door opening that has been retrofitted with a boarded-up storefront system. A brick 

chimney separates the fourteenth and fifteenth bays, followed by a single door located in the 

sixteenth bay. The building’s plane recesses here, marking the point where the addition meets the 

original building. The recessed plane is the original portion of the building and has a set of paired 

windows on all three levels followed by a short six-over-six window on each level before 

terminating into the two-level square projection at the interior angle of the ell. Returning to the 

southern end of the elevation, the first floor exhibits the following pattern: three sets of paired 

windows followed by three slightly shorter single windows. Continuing north, there is a set of 

paired windows followed by a single window and a set of paired windows before the chimney 

vertically spans the building. The final two bays are composed of single windows. The second 

floor features eight sets of paired windows south of the chimney and one set north of the 

chimney. A single window is located on the second floor of the projecting bay of the 1946 

addition that recesses to the original section of the building.  

 

The east elevation of the boiler room features a single window and two single door openings on 

the basement level, though all of them have been boarded up, obscuring the original window and 
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patterns. These openings all feature rowlock lintels instead of the typical cast stone lintel. The 

first floor features a paired window opening as well as a large opening that are both completely 

covered with plywood.  

 

The east elevation of the ell is six bays wide. The basement and first floors both feature a set of 

paired windows on the north and south ends of the elevation while the second floor also has a 

door and a short, six-light window in between the outer paired windows. However, most of the 

openings on this elevation have either been removed or are covered with plywood boards, as is 

the door. The basement level openings feature a cast stone lintel but do not feature keystones. 

Additionally, the basement level of this elevation is laid in a five course common bond while the 

upper levels feature the standard bond present through the remainder of the building.  

 

The north elevation is sixteen bays long although the first floor only features four openings. 

Beginning on the eastern end and moving west, the fourth bay features a horizontally oriented 

glass block window with four blocks high and eight block long with a lintel and keystone above 

the window and a standard two course sill beneath it. Between the fifth and sixth bays is a flush 

metal door surmounted by a lintel and keystone. The door opens to a small concrete loading 

dock. The remainder of the first floor is painted white from the top of the lintel and below to the 

end of the elevation. West of the door is an L-shaped concrete block half wall used to enclose a 

former stairwell that has since been covered with metal bars to prevent entry to the building. 

Bays seven and eight on the first floor each feature a glass block window that is four blocks high 

by nine blocks long with a sill beneath each and lintel and keystone above each window. The 

second floor features eight sets of paired six-over-six wooden windows with the standard sills, 

lintels, and keystones.  

 

Interior 

 

Due to the structural issues at the time of the site visit, interior access was not granted to many of 

the commercial bays, particularly those addressed 125-137 N. White Street, or the second floor. 

Previous photography from 2016 provided the description for inaccessible spaces.   

 

The first floor is divided into eight retail spaces, three of which are original to the building’s 

1941 construction date and five of which were added during the 1946 expansion. The 

northernmost bay (addressed 141) originally housed a grocery store and features open mercantile 

space with two rows of five circular steel columns running in an east-west direction. Each row of 

columns supports a steel beam. The walls retain their original plaster finish and while the ceiling 

is composed of Celotex tiles. However, many of the ceiling tiles are missing and those that 

remain are deteriorated and water damaged. The original hardwood floors vary in condition from 

fair to poor depending on the ceiling condition above them, with areas below destroyed or 

deteriorated ceiling tiles also suffering water damage.  

 

The hotel lobby, which occupies the second bay of the original 1941 portion of the building 

(addressed 137), largely retains its original design and finishes but is facing severe structural 

integrity issues. The room’s southern wall has collapsed as part of the larger roof failure in the 

adjacent bay, but the original sycamore paneling is present along the remaining walls, as is much 
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of the staircase to the second floor. The subflooring remains but the original asphalt tile floor has 

been removed. However, much of the ivory Celotex tile ceiling remains, though portions of the 

southern ceiling system have failed and are missing tiles. The lobby features a square column at 

its center, a former telephone booth beneath the quarter turn stair (which is in the southeast 

corner of the room), and a doorway to a straight run stair that leads to the basement level. Prior 

to the roof collapse, photographs show the southern wall had an opening connecting the lobby to 

the Ellen Dean Coffee Shop. The coffee shop bay (addressed 133) has completely collapsed and 

due to safety concerns, the two bays immediately adjacent (125 and 129) were also not 

accessible.  

 

The southern commercial bays appear to be in better structural condition than the center ones, 

primarily because of their concrete construction method from the 1946 addition. The bay 

addressed 121 is open, apart from a small bathroom in the southeast corner. The space features 

asbestos tile flooring that is in very poor condition, exposed structural beams that have been 

covered in asbestos tiles (most of which have fallen off the ceiling and structure), and primarily 

plaster walls. The plaster on the eastern wall is deteriorated, exposing the brick beneath it. Severe 

biological growth is prevalent throughout the bay. Mechanical, electrical, and plumbing 

equipment is exposed. An opening in the southern demising wall in the western corner connects 

this bay to the adjacent bay at 117. The two southernmost bays, 117 and 113, feature cracked 

terra cotta tile flooring and plaster walls and ceilings. Biological growth is prevalent throughout 

the finishes. The concrete structural beams are visible along the ceiling and create pilasters on 

the demising walls. Exposed mechanical, electrical, and plumbing systems are located along the 

ceilings and walls. An opening along the east wall connects these two bays and a bathroom is 

located in the northeast corner of bay 117.  

 

The second floor, though not currently accessible, appears to have a simple layout based on 

photographs taken in 2016. A central corridor runs through the entire building with rooms 

flanking it. Each room features a private bathroom composed of a shower/tub combination with 

original tile, toilet, and pedestal sink. Each room is centered on a paired window. The walls and 

ceilings are painted plaster, though the plaster ceilings are in poor condition with large sections 

missing. Flooring on the second floor is a combination of hardwoods and carpet. Originally, 

Mohawk carpet covered the guest rooms.2 With the exception of the section of collapsed roof 

structure and second floor at the center of the building, the second floor retains its sense of an 

early hotel through its extant rooms and corridor system.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                      
2 “Lumberman Erects City’s First Modern Hotel In The Ellen Dean, The Lancaster News, February 20, 1942.   
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________________________________________________________________ 

8. Statement of Significance 

 

 Applicable National Register Criteria  

 (Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property for National Register  

 listing.) 

 

A. Property is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the 

broad patterns of our history. 

  

B. Property is associated with the lives of persons significant in our past.  

 

C. Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of 

construction or represents the work of a master, or possesses high artistic values, 

or represents a significant and distinguishable entity whose components lack 

individual distinction.  

 

D. Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, information important in prehistory or 

history.  

 

 

 

 

 

 Criteria Considerations  

 (Mark “x” in all the boxes that apply.) 

 

A. Owned by a religious institution or used for religious purposes 

  

B. Removed from its original location   

 

C. A birthplace or grave  

 

D. A cemetery 

 

E. A reconstructed building, object, or structure 

 

F. A commemorative property 

 

G. Less than 50 years old or achieving significance within the past 50 years  

 

 

 

 

 

X
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Areas of Significance 

(Enter categories from instructions.)  

__  COMMERCE_ _  _  

___________________  

___________________  

___________________  

___________________  

___________________  

___________________ 

 

 

Period of Significance 

_____1941-1970_ ____ 

___________________ 

___________________ 

 

 Significant Dates  

 ______1946_________  

 ___________________ 

 ___________________ 

 

Significant Person 

(Complete only if Criterion B is marked above.) 

___________________  

___________________  

___________________ 

 

 Cultural Affiliation  

 ___________________  

 ___________________  

 ___________________ 

 

 Architect/Builder 

 __ Mullis, Carl W.  ___ 

 ___________________  

 ___________________ 
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Statement of Significance Summary Paragraph (Provide a summary paragraph that includes 

level of significance, applicable criteria, justification for the period of significance, and any 

applicable criteria considerations.)  

 

Constructed in 1941, the Ellen Dean Hotel exemplifies the early mid-century commercial 

development of downtown Lancaster and the evolution of the town’s commercial lodging 

industry. Located one block east of Main Street, the Ellen Dean was the sole lodging 

establishment in Lancaster at the time of its construction and offered short-term housing for 

travelers as well as long-term accommodations for servicemen on the eve of America’s entrance 

into World War II. The property featured shops on the first floor and guest rooms on the second, 

providing both accommodations and retail opportunities to downtown Lancaster. The retail 

storefronts expanded the commercial reach of Main Street by housing such stores as the Carolina 

Super Market, Ellen Dean Coffee Shop, and Juvenile Fashionette, while also providing parking 

and automotive services for the growing number of personal vehicles. The Ellen Dean Hotel’s 

success prompted an expansion in 1946 to accommodate additional travelers. The building’s 

form represents the shift in lodging establishments from traditional hotels to the newly conceived 

motor hotel all while incorporating retail stores on the first level and service amenities at the 

basement level. Therefore, the building is eligible for the National Register of Historic Places at 

the local level for its association with the commercial development of downtown Lancaster. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Narrative Statement of Significance (Provide at least one paragraph for each area of 

significance.)   

 

The Ellen Dean Hotel is eligible for listing in the National Register for its association with the 

commercial lodging industry in mid-century Lancaster, where the property served as the town’s 

marquee establishment for short-term housing and one of its most frequently used public event 

spaces. The Town of Lancaster was first established in the late 18th century and incorporated as 

the seat of Lancaster County in 1830. In the antebellum and immediate postbellum era, the 

county featured a primarily agricultural economy, with the town serving as the central 

marketplace for selling crops. With the establishment of the Lancaster Cotton Mill in 1896, the 

town and county began shifting to a more industrialized economy.3 The town’s population 

increased with this transition, expanding from fewer than 1,500 in 1900 to nearly 4,500 in 1940. 

By 1970, the population more than doubled to over 9,100.4 With this explosion in population 

came new community infrastructure that ultimately affected major changes to the town’s built 

environment. In 1959, the University of South Carolina opened a branch campus in Lancaster, 

while the eight-story Elliott White Springs Memorial Hospital was finished in 1970. As one local 

paper touted, the era was marked by “big strides” that the town’s small businesses and industry 

                                                      
3 Michael S. Reynolds, “Lancaster,” South Carolina Encyclopedia, September 1, 2021, accessed November 24, 

2021.  
4 “Lancaster, 1952, Is Far Cry From The Lancaster of 1852,” The Lancaster News, 1952 Centennial Issue. 1970 

Census of Population (Bureau of the Census, 1972), p. 42-14. 
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had made over the previous hundred years, describing the town’s growth as “a far cry from the 

former little town of frame buildings.”5  

 

The Ellen Dean Hotel was among the new properties constructed in that era that captured 

Lancaster’s commercial and economic ascendance. More specifically, it served as the premier 

(and for a time, sole) representation of that development within the local commercial lodging 

industry. Lancaster had long been positioned as a stopping point for weary travelers, with it 

being sited at the historical intersection of a north-south route between Camden, S.C., and 

Charlotte, N.C., and an east-west route that stretched from S.C.’s northeastern Pee Dee region 

over to its western Upcountry (or Upstate). Unsurprisingly, hotels had long been part of the 

commercial and social fabric of Lancaster’s downtown, with virtually all operators choosing to 

locate their establishments along the primary thoroughfare of Main Street, in the main 

commercial district south of the Lancaster County Courthouse. In the antebellum era, travelers 

passing through downtown often visited the Catawba House, which one 1852 traveler noted 

“richly merits the econiums it has received from those who have stopped there.” By the 1880s, a 

Catawba Hotel was located in a two-story brick building at Main and Gray streets above four 

storefronts, one of which housed the hotel office and dining room. By that time, travelers could 

also stop at either the Riddle House or the Crockett House, both of which occupied two-story 

frame structures on the west side of Main Street and that both burned in 1886. The Crockett 

quickly moved into a different frame building across from the courthouse that continued to serve 

as a small boarding house for a number of years. By 1910, at least two brick hotels had opened 

downtown: the four-bay, two-story Central Hotel at Dunlap and Main, and the two-story Hotel 

Royal, the main office and core of which fronted Main Street, and which by 1924 had expanded 

to a sprawling footprint that stretched across the block to include rooms on White Street, roughly 

two blocks south of the future site of the Ellen Dean.6 

 

Little is known about the design or operations of these early local hotels. However, they likely 

reflected broader trends in American hoteling, from which the Ellen Dean ultimately departed in 

several ways, most significantly representing the Lancaster commercial lodging industry’s shift 

to the motor court property type. In the early twentieth century, multi-story traditional hotels 

were typically located in downtown business districts like Main Street in Lancaster and featured 

ornamented facades and opulent interiors. The location of many downtown hotels made it 

difficult to find parking or even access the hotel via automobile because of congested traffic  and 

other means of transportation such as streetcars.7 After suffering greatly during the Great 

Depression, by the 1940s, the hotel industry pivoted and focused on smaller, vehicular-focused 

complexes. This trend began in the 1930s as cottage courts, duplex-like cottages either laid out in 

                                                      
5 Mary Jane Howard, “Last Hundred Years Has Seen Small Business And Industry Make Big Strides,” The 

Lancaster News, 1952 Centennial Issue.  
6 “Lancasterville,” Lancaster News, February 19, 1852. “Catawba House, On Main-Street,” advertisement, 

Lancaster News, March 4, 1852, p. 3. “Trip to Lancaster,” Camden Journal, December 12, 1878, p. 3. “Fire in 

Lancaster,” Yorkville Enquirer, February 18, 1886. Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps, Lancaster, including the 

followings years and sheets: 1884 (sheet 1), 1886 (sheet 1), 1892 (sheet 1900 (sheet 1), 1910 (sheets 2 and 3), and 

1924 (sheet 3). 
7 Jakle et al. The Motel in America, 26. 
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a U-shape or in a linear progression.8 Earlier cottage courts catered to the automotive traveler and 

were oriented around a public lawn with abundant parking adjacent to one’s cottage but were 

typically less permanent than the motor court in construction techniques and style.9  

 

When the Ellen Dean Hotel opened in 1941, it represented Lancaster’s shift away from 

traditional, pedestrian-oriented boarding establishments to commercial lodging thoroughly based 

in the rise of the automobile. By that time, both the Central Hotel and Hotel Royal had ceased 

operation, the latter having burned down in 1936. What became of the Central Hotel is unclear, 

but it may have fallen victim to a broader wave of financial turmoil in the hotel industry during 

the Great Depression, with approximately eighty percent of hotel mortgages falling into default 

by 1932.10 Constructed by Carl Mullis, a prominent builder, developer, and lumber manufacturer 

in Lancaster, the twenty-two room Ellen Dean Hotel was described as the city’s first modern 

hotel with amenities such as steam heat, individual bathrooms for every room, a coffee shop, and 

modern appearance both on the interior and exterior of the building. Newspaper accounts at the 

time described the new hotel as having a “beautiful and pleasing exterior appearance” as well as 

a “modernistic” one.11 Mullis utilized lumber from his own manufacturing company to outfit the 

lobby and coffee shop in sycamore paneling, adding a touch of glamour to the otherwise simple 

hotel. Named for the owner’s two daughters, Charlotte Ellen and Iris Dean, the hotel exuded a 

welcoming, familial aura that aided in the hotel’s prosperity, so much so that guests quickly 

developed a fondness for staying at the hotel and returned frequently.12   

 

While the Ellen Dean never adopted the title, the structure that Mullis built fits within the 

building type of a motor court and exemplifies an urban, mixed use example. The shift to motor 

courts as a building type usually meant that the rentable rooms were integrated under a single 

roof and often featured a long porch to “enhance the visual integration” of the single building.13 

By the 1950s, the term motel replaced the outdated motor court, despite minimal to no change in 

property type.14 Mixed-use plans of course had a long tradition among Lancaster hotels, going 

back at least to the late nineteenth century Catawba Hotel and continuing with examples like the 

Hotel Royal and Central Hotel. Unlike its predecessors, though, the Ellen Dean’s location off the 

primary commercial stretch of Main Street meant that its first-floor commercial tenants were less 

likely to cater to walk-up or pedestrian traffic. Rather, the Ellen Dean’s siting and layout reflect a 

property that was thoroughly motor-focused, even if it was not a quintessential motel. Mullis’ 

desire to construct a modern motel included a focus on vehicles, such as a basement level garage 

to store guests’ cars as well as thirty feet of parking space in front of the building for the 

                                                      
8 Jakle, et al. The Motel in America, 41, 43.  
9 Jakle et al. The Motel in America, 41. The early cottage courts were less permanent as they focused on themes. 

Both the construction and themes generally lasted on a short-term basis.  
10 “Lancaster Hotel Fire Took a $100,000 Toll,” Rock Hill Herald, December 16, 1936.  John A. Jakle, Keith A. 

Sculle and Jefferson S. Rogers, The Motel in America (Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press, 1996), 30. 
11 “Lumberman Erects City’s First Modern Hotel In The Ellen Dean,” The Lancaster News, February 20, 1942. 

“Lancaster Felt Need for Hotel for Many Years,” The Lancaster News, February 20, 1942. 
12 “Name of Hotel Is Taken From Owner’s Daughters’ Names,” The Lancaster News, February 20, 1942; “Ellen 

Dean’s Guests Like Hotel So They Come Back To Town,” The Lancaster News, February 20, 1942. 
13 Jakle et al. The Motel in America, 43.  
14 Wood, Motel America, 8; Jakle et al. The Motel in America, 45. 
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convenience of hotel, coffee shop, or retail guests.15 In these ways, the hotel, which by 1974 was 

locally known as the Ellen Dean Motor Hotel, clearly embodies a standard motel’s emphasis on 

automobile dependence.16 

 

Although not formally opened until February 1942, the Ellen Dean Hotel began accepting guests 

in November 1941 “due to the unprecedented requirements for rooms in Lancaster.”17 As the 

United States edged closer to engaging in World War II, the Army prepared troops at Fort 

Jackson in Columbia a mere sixty miles away from Lancaster. Because of this rush of troops to 

Fort Jackson, a housing crisis erupted in Columbia with ripple effects to surrounding towns and 

counties. On November 7, “to take care of the unprecedented requirements caused by the army 

maneuvers,” Carl Mullis booked the first guests at his hotel.18 MacDonald M. Harris and James 

G. Martin, 102nd Cavalry Service Troop, Fort Jackson stayed in room 201 the following evening, 

November 8th, making them the first guests to stay at the Ellen Dean Hotel.19 By late November, 

the hotel was “forced to turn away many soldiers looking for rooms,” prompting Mullis to ask 

local citizens to help house these soldiers.20 By February, locals clamored for the excitement of 

the Ellen Dean’s grand opening, which proudly took over the newspaper’s front page on 

February 20, 1942.  

 

Because of the hotel’s reliance on automobiles, the building’s location was important and helped 

lead to its success. Situated on the 100 block of North White Street, the hotel is just one block 

from the bustling downtown but removed enough to accommodate the necessary parking for 

vehicular traffic. As noted in The Lancaster News, the hotel is “conveniently located at the 

intersection of numerous highways leading to the East, North, South, and West,” providing easy 

access from the growing number of roadways and close to the action of downtown.21 The 

property’s northern border is created by South Carolina Route-9 which runs in an east-west 

direction, linking Lancaster to towns such as Cheraw and Chester while U.S.-521, located one 

block to the west, connects Camden to the south with Charlotte to the north, making the hotel a 

prime location for motorists to rest.  

 

At the same time the hospitality industry was undergoing changes, retail establishments and 

downtowns were also experiencing shifts. Prior to the construction of the Ellen Dean, most 

Lancastrians ventured to Main Street to purchase their goods and services. While the 1940s were 

only the beginning of what would soon be an exodus from downtown to the suburban shopping 

center, the Ellen Dean represents the steppingstone between these two eras. As urban centers lost 

their cache, suburban shopping centers began their assent as they emphasized convenience. The 

Ellen Dean building’s first floor retail spaces were located within walking distance to the 

downtown strip, but it also accommodated vehicular travelers with more abundant parking. 

While it would take until the 1950s for suburban shopping centers to replace downtowns, the 

                                                      
15 “Red Brick With Stone In White Used For Hotel,” The Lancaster News, February 20, 1942.  
16 Lancaster Telephone Company, Lancaster Telephone Directory, 1974. 
17 “Lancaster’s New Hotel Will Open Rooms This Week,” The Lancaster News, November 4, 1941.  
18 “Lumberman Erects City’s First Modern Hotel In The Ellen Dean”, The Lancaster News, February 20, 1942.  
19 “First Guest That Registered With The Ellen Dean,” The Lancaster News, February 20, 1942. 
20 “Hotel Asks For Listing of Rooms,” The Lancaster News, November 28, 1941.  
21 “Red Brick With Stone In White Used For Hotel,” The Lancaster News, February 20, 1942.  
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Ellen Dean served as the first step away from the immediate downtown being the primary place 

for shopping. While still within walking distance to downtown but with more parking 

opportunities, the Ellen Dean Hotel set the stage for commercial developments moving out of the 

town core and into the suburbs.  

 

The building’s mixed-use design allowed the first floor to feature numerous retail tenants, further 

enhancing Lancaster’s downtown. In its early years, the eight bays on the first floor were 

occupied by the hotel’s lobby, but also the Ellen Dean Coffee Shop, a full-service restaurant, the 

Carolina Super Market, Lancaster’s first super food store, and the Juvenile Fashionette, a 

children’s clothing store.22 The Ellen Dean’s ability to serve both the local citizens through 

standard commercial ventures as well as visiting travelers staying on the second floor aided in 

the building’s success and enhanced its value to the local community. Additionally, the 

building’s siting, with a setback to accommodate parking for the growing dependence on 

automobiles in front of the building as well as behind and beneath it, made it modern, functional, 

and inviting, giving the Ellen Dean an advantage over the crowded Main Street. Not only did the 

Ellen Dean offer ample parking but also the ability to service the cars while there. Carnes 

Motors, which was located in the basement level, advertised it was “prepared to service all 

makes of models of cars,” while guests of the hotel, coffee shop, or other retail establishments 

stayed, dined, or shopped.23  

 

Another important element of the Ellen Dean Hotel was its gathering space. The basement level 

Rainbow Room, the hotel’s meeting space, constantly hosted wedding parties, local civic groups, 

alumni associations, and women’s clubs. The room, which was finished in the colors of the 

rainbow, provided much needed meeting space and “comfortable facilities” to the townspeople 

to hold meetings, banquets, and special events.24 Because so many local organizations gathered 

in the Rainbow Room, the Ellen Dean became a de facto symbol for the town and its pride. The 

local Christmas parade route began at the Ellen Dean, where 25,000 people would gather to 

watch.25 As noted in the grand opening edition of the Lancaster News, the Rainbow Room 

answered a “long felt need” for the citizens of Lancaster while also drawing crowds from nearby 

locations such as Rock Hill and Great Falls to take part in social events.26  The Rainbow Room 

also helped draw tourists to the Ellen Dean Hotel as guests could stay in the hotel and host their 

event in the same location. Events such as the State Council Junior Order United American 

Mechanics held their annual state conference at the Rainbow Room, as did the American Legion, 

which hosted the state finals for its oratorical contest at the location.27 

 

Lancastrians fervently supported the Ellen Dean Hotel and its affiliated entities, calling it “the 

pride of Lancaster” and ranking its opening in importance behind only the births of President 

                                                      
22 Advertisement, Charlotte Observer, April 19, 1943; Advertisement, The Lancaster News, March 23, 1947.  
23 Advertisement, The Lancaster News, March 3, 1947.  
24 “Rainbow Room Is Answer To A Long Felt Need In City,” The Lancaster News, February 20, 1942.  
25 “25,000 Expected to See Lancaster Parade Today,” The State, December 1, 1955.  
26 “Rainbow Room Is Answer To A Long Felt Need In City,” The Lancaster News, February 20, 1942.  
27 “Legion Speech Finals Friday At Lancaster,” The State, March 31, 1949; “State Council JOUAM to Meet at 

Lancaster,” The State, April 24, 1950.  
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Andrew Jackson and the gynecologist Marion Sims, both Lancaster natives.28 However, the 

hotel’s advertising also likely helped propel it to its successful state. The hotel provided the city 

of Lancaster a platform from which to advertise not only the establishment, but the town itself. 

Carl Mullis and manager T. H. Scott included the Ellen Dean in the Hotel Red Book, an official 

hotel directory published through the American Hotel Association that is distributed to numerous 

corporations and travel agencies nationwide.29 The Ellen Dean Hotel was also a member of the 

Southern Hotel Association, further advertising the hotel and Lancaster throughout the region. 

These publications on the hotel also included information on Lancaster County such as historical, 

cultural, industrial, geographical, and meteorological information used to enchant and inspire 

tourists to visit Lancaster and the Ellen Dean Hotel.30 The advertising clearly worked as the 

hotel’s popularity continued throughout the war and by 1946, Mullis added an additional 

seventeen rooms to meet demand, bringing the total number of rooms to thirty-nine.31 

 

The hotel’s staff was responsible for maintaining the Ellen Dean’s cleanliness and providing the 

food served in the Ellen Dean Coffee Shop. The staff was composed almost exclusively of 

Lancaster County citizens, both Black and white. As was common at businesses in many 

downtown areas at the time, the service staff was entirely Black while the managerial roles 

belonged to white workers. T. H. Scott, manager of the Ellen Dean, oversaw the work of cooks 

Robert Witherspoon and Louise Brace, dishwasher James Keeys, and, with the help of Janet 

Smith, supervisor of housekeeping, the housekeeping staff.32 While employment at the hotel 

offered African American workers some level of financial security, the only positions available 

to them were those in service, further underscoring the racial and social hierarchy at the time. 

Additionally, while not explicitly listed as a “whites only” establishment in any advertisements 

or newspaper articles, the Ellen Dean Hotel appears to have been, very clearly, a white person’s 

hotel, with Black guests likely not being allowed until sometime after passage of the 1964 Civil 

Rights Act. 

   

While the Ellen Dean Hotel experienced great success and was deemed the pride of the town in 

the 1940s and 1950s, by the early 1960s, it appears to have begun its decline. The rise of 

standardized, corporate motels both nationwide and in Lancaster meant the Ellen Dean had less 

draw than it previously had when it was the sole “modern” hotel in 1942. The hotel lacked a 

swimming pool, color televisions, and an elevator, all of which were present in the latest motels 

that were also located along bypasses, meaning visitors did not have to drive all the way into 

town to stay at a hotel.33 The Ellen Dean’s quality of service also dipped during this time, with 

what one journalist described as increasingly “[f]requent comings and goings at night” 

diminishing its reputation, culminating in a 1970 liquor violation that led the city to close the 

hotel.34 Carl Mullis’ son-in-law, Joe Shaw, purchased the building in 1971 with the hopes of 

                                                      
28 “Red Brick With Stone In White Used For Hotel,” The Lancaster News, February 20, 1942. 
29 “Advertising Advantages of Ellen Dean Hotel Cannot Be Estimated,” The Lancaster News, February 20, 1942.  
30 Ibid.  
31 Scott Flander, “Faded Glory: Past Its Prime, Lancaster Hotel Now A Rooming House,” Charlotte Observer, July 

7, 1981.  
32 “Local Colored Folk In Service Personnel,” The Lancaster News, February 20, 1942. 
33 Flander, “Faded Glory,” Charlotte Observer, July 7, 1981.  
34 Ibid.  



United States Department of the Interior  
National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form  
NPS Form 10-900     OMB No. 1024-0018      

 
Ellen Dean Hotel  Lancaster, S. C.  
Name of Property                   County and State 

Section 8 page 18 

 

restoring its reputation, only to rent the rooms at such a low rate that one local commentator 

described it as “become more of a nursing home and guesthouse than hotel.”35 What was once 

seen as the pride of Lancaster is now a vacant and deteriorated building, though the Ellen Dean 

stands as a testament to the town’s commercial development in the midst of World War II and its 

immediate aftermath. Its mixed-use design brought visitors and locals alike to the Rainbow 

Room, Ellen Dean Coffee Shop, grocery store, and other shops, furthering downtown 

Lancaster’s commercial presence.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                      
35 Ibid.  
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______________________________________________________________________________ 

10. Geographical Data 

 

 Acreage of Property ____0.67________ 

 

 

 
 

Use either the UTM system or latitude/longitude coordinates 

 

Latitude/Longitude Coordinates 

Datum if other than WGS84:__________ 

(enter coordinates to 6 decimal places) 

1. Latitude: 34.720733  Longitude: -80.769704 

 

2. Latitude: 34.720882  Longitude: -80.769308 

 

3. Latitude: 34.721398  Longitude: -80.769580 

 

4. Latitude: 34.721336  Longitude: -80.769786 

 

5. Latitude: 34.721363  Longitude: -80.769801 

 

6. Latitude: 34.721301  Longitude: -80.770020 

 

 

 

 

 

Verbal Boundary Description (Describe the boundaries of the property.) 

 

Beginning at the center of the southern driveway, the property’s southern boundary runs east 

until the pavement runs out, where it then turns and runs north. The boundary turns west 

immediately to the north of the building’s edge, and runs west until the north elevation 

loading dock, where the boundary juts north slightly before continuing west. The boundary 

then turns south at the center of the paved front parking area and terminates in the southern 

driveway.  

 

 

Boundary Justification (Explain why the boundaries were selected.) 

 

 The boundary includes the historic site associated with this property. 
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Additional Documentation 

 

Submit the following items with the completed form: 

 

 Maps:   A USGS map or equivalent (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's 

location. 

    

  Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous 

resources.  Key all photographs to this map. 

 

 Additional items:  (Check with the SHPO, TPO, or FPO for any additional items.) 

 

 

 

Photographs 

Submit clear and descriptive photographs.  The size of each image must be 1600x1200 pixels 

(minimum), 3000x2000 preferred, at 300 ppi (pixels per inch) or larger.  Key all photographs 

to the sketch map. Each photograph must be numbered and that number must correspond to 

the photograph number on the photo log.  For simplicity, the name of the photographer, 

photo date, etc. may be listed once on the photograph log and doesn’t need to be labeled on 

every photograph. 

 

Photo Log 

 

Name of Property:  Ellen Dean Hotel 

 

City or Vicinity: Lancaster 

 

County: Lancaster   State: SC 
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Date Photographed: November 17, 2021; 2016 

 

Description of Photograph(s) and number, include description of view indicating direction of 
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1 of 18  West façade  

2 of 18  North elevation  

3 of 18  East elevation at north end 

4 of 18  East elevation with 1946 addition, looking north  

5 of 18 East elevation basement level garage  

6 of 18 South elevation  

7 of 18 West façade window and storefront detail, 1946 addition 

8 of 18 West façade with original storefronts, 1942 portion  

9 of 18 Original lobby interior (Suite 137) with sycamore paneling, looking east 

10 of 18 Suite 141 interior (northernmost commercial bay), looking east 

11 of 18 Suite 121 interior, looking northeast 

12 of 18  Suite 117 interior, looking west 

13 of 18  Suite 111 (southernmost commercial bay), looking southeast 

14 of 18  Hotel corridor, looking south 

15 of 18  Standard hotel view from room toward corridor 

16 of 18  Standard hotel room, looking north 

17 of 18 Standard hotel room and conditions, looking toward corridor 

18 of 18 Hotel room conditions, looking west 
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1 of 3 South elevation of original building, from The Lancaster News, February 20, 1942 

2 of 3  Original façade of building, from The Lancaster News, February 20, 1942 

3 of 3 Aerial of building after 1946 addition, unknown, undated source, c.1955 
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