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How to Complete the National Register of Historic Places Registration Form.  If any item does not apply to the property being documented, enter 

"N/A" for "not applicable."  For functions, architectural classification, materials, and areas of significance, enter only categories and subcategories 
from the instructions.   

 

1. Name of Property 

Historic name:  _Greer Mill_______________________________________ 

Other names/site number: ________________________________________ 

      Name of related multiple property listing: 

      ____N/A_______________________________________________________ 

      (Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Location  

Street & number: _300 Connecticut Avenue_________________________________ 

City or town: _Greer_ State: _South Carolina___ County: _Greenville____  

Not For Publication:   Vicinity:  

____________________________________________________________________________ 

3. State/Federal Agency Certification   

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended,  

I hereby certify that this    X   nomination ___ request for determination of eligibility meets 

the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of Historic 

Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.  

In my opinion, the property _X_ meets   ___ does not meet the National Register Criteria.  I 

recommend that this property be considered significant at the following  

level(s) of significance:      

 ___national                  ___statewide           _X_local  

  Applicable National Register Criteria:  

_X_A             ___B           ___C           ___D         

 

 

    

Signature of certifying official/Title:    Date 

______________________________________________ 

State or Federal agency/bureau or Tribal Government 
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In my opinion, the property        meets        does not meet the National Register 

criteria.   

     

Signature of commenting official:    Date 

 

Title :                                     State or Federal agency/bureau 

                                                                                         or Tribal Government  

 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

4. National Park Service Certification  

 I hereby certify that this property is:  

       entered in the National Register  

       determined eligible for the National Register  

       determined not eligible for the National Register  

       removed from the National Register  

       other (explain:)  _____________________                                                                                    

 

                     

______________________________________________________________________   

Signature of the Keeper   Date of Action 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

5. Classification 

 Ownership of Property 

 (Check as many boxes as apply.) 

Private:  

 

 Public – Local 

 

 Public – State  

 

 Public – Federal  

 

 Category of Property 

 (Check only one box.) 

 

 Building(s) 

 

 District  

 

 Site 

X
 
   
  

 
  

 
  

 
  

 
  

X
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 Structure  

 

 Object  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Number of Resources within Property 

 (Do not include previously listed resources in the count)              

Contributing   Noncontributing 

_____3_______   _____________  buildings 

 

_____________   _____________  sites 

 

_____5________   _____________  structures  

 

_____________   _____________  objects 

 

_____8_______   ______0_______  Total 

 

 

 Number of contributing resources previously listed in the National Register ___N/A______ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

6. Function or Use  

Historic Functions 

(Enter categories from instructions.) 

 _INDUSTRY/Manufacturing Facility__ 

 ___________________ 

 ___________________ 

 ___________________ 

 ___________________ 

 ___________________ 

 ___________________ 

 

Current Functions 

(Enter categories from instructions.) 

 _VACANT_______ 

 ___________________ 

 ___________________ 
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_____________________________________________________________________________ 

7. Description  

 

 Architectural Classification  

 (Enter categories from instructions.) 

 _OTHER/Textile Mill 

 ___________________ 

 ___________________ 

 ___________________ 

 ___________________ 

 ___________________ 

 ___________________ 

 

 

Materials: (enter categories from instructions.) 

Principal exterior materials of the property: _Brick, Concrete, Wood______________ 

 

 

 

Narrative Description 

(Describe the historic and current physical appearance and condition of the property.  Describe 

contributing and noncontributing resources if applicable. Begin with a summary paragraph that 

briefly describes the general characteristics of the property, such as its location, type, style, 

method of construction, setting, size, and significant features. Indicate whether the property has 

historic integrity.)   

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Summary Paragraph 

 

The Greer Mill complex is located to the southwest of downtown Greer, South Carolina at 300 

Connecticut Avenue. The property is bound by Connecticut Avenue, Parker Street, Haynes 

Street, and Bobo Street. The current mill complex contains 8.37 acres and consists of three 

buildings with a total of 286,000 square feet. The Greer Mill is an early twentieth century textile 

mill that was initially constructed in 1909. Historically, the complex consisted of three separate 

buildings (mill, warehouses, and boiler house/pump room) and several auxiliary structures. 

Multiple additions during the twentieth century enlarged the complex and combined the four-

story mill building with the two-story warehouse buildings to create a single massive building. 

The primary buildings are constructed out of red brick with low slope to flat membrane roofs. 

The complex is surrounded by a residential neighborhood that was once the Greer Mill Village.  

The surrounding Greer Mill Village is bounded to the north and south by rail lines, to the east by 

South Main Street, and to the west by Jones Avenue. The mill was expanded and changed in the 

mid-century period, reflecting a long period of expansion and growth for Greer Mill after World 

War II. The complex still retains a high degree of integrity and represent the twentieth century 

textile mill industry in the Upstate.  
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______________________________________________________________________________ 

Narrative Description  

 

Site Evolution 

The Greer Mill complex is located in Greer, South Carolina to the south of downtown and is set 

within a village of houses once known as the Greer Mill Village. The Greer Mill complex 

evolved from the original construction in 1909 to its present size and configuration over the 

course of the twentieth century. The first phase of construction began in 1909 with the 

construction of the four-story brick mill (current middle section). A small rail spur separated the 

main mill from a two-story brick warehouse constructed across the rail line at the southwest 

corner. A two-story boiler house and chimney with a one-story pump room was built to the south 

of the rail track between the mill and reservoir. A 75,000-gallon, one-hundred-foot-tall water 

tower was located to the east of the boiler house and pump room, with a small fire hose house 

built to the north. A two-story brick warehouse containing space for an “opening room” was 

constructed as a separate building west of the boiler house and pump room and southwest of the 

main mill. A second rail spur separated the boiler house and the reservoir, and the wood trestle of 

that spur remains on site. A small hydrant house was built between the trestle and the warehouse. 

A now-demolished waste house and concrete platform once existed on the southeast side of the 

brick mill. The west side of the mill property once contained a park and playground for the 

surrounding mill village community. The main four-story mill was enlarged to the east and 

doubled in size in 1911. The southwest detached warehouse was also enlarged, and a matching 

warehouse extension was constructed to the west.  

 

More substantial changes were made to the mill complex after World War II, beginning with a 

picker room addition to the main mill and waste house addition to the warehouse in 1947. In 

1948-1949, the mill was modernized, and a four-story square reinforced concrete with brick 

veneer apparatus room was added to the north side of the mill building. A small west elevation 

addition was also constructed on the mill. A metal Quonset was constructed on the east façade 

and contained offices and storage. In 1951, a 69,000 square foot one-story addition was 

constructed to the west of the mill buildings. The addition connected the extant warehouses with 

the main mill, combining the individual buildings into one large complex. The northern railway 

spur was abandoned to accommodate the changes. In 1956, the southwestern corner of the 

complex was infilled with the west warehouse and more offices were added to the north side of 

the mill in 1960. A west apparatus room was constructed in 1971. In the 1980s, the Quonset hut 

was demolished, and a small shed was added to the boiler house. The mill ceased operations in 

1996 and the complex has remained largely unchanged since then.  

 

Contributing Resources 

1A. Greer Mill Textile Mill (1909) – Contributing Building 

The Greer Mill was constructed in 1909 and originally consisted of a twelve-bay by nine-

bay four-story brick building containing the main mill spaces and a picker house on the 

west side. The original building measured approximately 136 feet wide by 130 feet deep. 

The main mill’s low slope roof contained a monitor in the center of the roof to provide 

additional light to the fourth floor. Each arched window bay originally contained two 
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stationary eighteen light windows and an arched nine-lite pivoted window separated by a 

central stile. The building is capped by a low slope roof with a wide overhanging eaves 

supported by modillions. Six-inch copper downspouts originally handled drainage from 

an internal gutter behind the parapet. The monitor contained fifteen-lite fixed windows at 

the ends with operable windows at all intermediate locations. The original wood windows 

were removed during 1948-1950 and the openings were bricked in with matching red 

brick. Select openings on the north façade were reduced in size and the windows were 

replaced with glass block. The monitor was also replaced with two air ducts that 

connected to the apparatus tower and ran north to south and east to west on the roof. The 

air ducts were removed from the roof in the late 1980s. 

 

The interior of the mill was designed to create an expansive open space and 

accommodate rows of heavy machinery. The interior spaces contain painted brick walls 

and pine flooring. Wood flooring is present in a majority of the 1909-1911 mill sections. 

The floor is supported by post and beam construction with four columns per bay running 

north to south. The original wood columns range in size from nine to twelve feet in 

diameter. Steel angles installed in the ceiling bridged the connection between the 

individual floor joists at each post. The dust room was separated from the main mill by a 

solid brick wall. Each floor was designated for a specific part of the manufacturing 

process. An enclosed stair and dust chimney were constructed on the north side of the 

original mill between the main mill spaces and the picker house room. An elevator was 

built in the center of the building along the interior brick wall. Restrooms were installed 

on the opposite side of the building in line with the staircase. The interior of the building 

was wired for electric lights and power and a modern sprinkler system when first 

constructed in 1909. The east and west ends of the mill were constructed as temporary 

ends clad in wood siding in 1909 to accommodate future expansion on either side.  

 

1B. Eastern Mill Addition (1911) 

The brick 1911 mill building addition to the east added 110 feet to the building 

with ten additional window bays. The fenestration of the building matched the 

1909 mill architecture.  Another interior stair hall was added to the new northeast 

corner of the mill and a four-story toilet tower was built on the south façade at the 

intersection of the 1909 and 1911 buildings.  

 

1C.  West Picker Room (1946-1947) 

A four-story brick addition was added to the west façade of the mill building after 

World War II. The addition was constructed out of similar red brick to the 

original mill and lacks window openings. The low slope gable roofline was 

extended to the west over the new addition. The west addition housed rooms for 

supply on the ground floor, and slashing, picking, and spinning on each ascending 

floor. 

 

1D. Apparatus Tower (1948-1949) 

A four-story apparatus tower for air conditioning is present on the north side of 

the original mill building. The apparatus tower is thirty feet by fifty-nine feet and 
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obscures approximately five bays of the 1909-1911 building. The addition was 

constructed out of reinforced concrete and the exterior is clad in a running-bond 

red brick veneer, with a wide bank of cast-stone running along the top of the 

fourth floor. Two vent ducts were installed per floor each on the north and east 

sides of this new addition and feature a concrete sill with four metal casement 

windows containing two vertical lites. The west façade of the cooling tower was 

constructed with metal grates for exhaust venting. 

 

1E. East Office (1948-1949) 
 

The east office is a one-story red brick addition at the northeast corner of the mill. 

The office has a flat membrane roof with a small brick parapet capped with cast 

stone. The addition was constructed with four steel ten-lite casement windows on 

the north façade with an entrance on either end. Three similar openings are 

present on the east side of the office addition and larger openings and a loading 

dock once existed on the south elevation.  The north doors have since been 

infilled with brick and the south and east openings are covered with plywood. The 

center north window has been replaced with an aluminum plate glass door.  

 

1F. Weaving Room (1951) 

The weaving room is a tall one-story brick addition located to the west of the 

four-story mill building. It constitutes most of the 69,000 square foot addition 

which connected the main mill with the warehouse. The addition contains a 

concrete foundation and a red brick façade laid with a running stretcher course. 

An unpainted concrete belt course divides the red brick façade at the middle of the 

vertical face of the building.  

 

In addition to a weaving room, this addition also contains a small apparatus room, 

cooling tower, restrooms, and a locker room. The area containing the cooling 

towers and apparatus have large rectangular openings facing Connecticut Avenue 

and are outlined with stone. Metal security grates are installed over the openings. 

The west façade faces a parking lot and the ground slopes southward toward 

several loading docks. The roof is a flat membrane with a small parapet capped 

with cast concrete flashing. The interior of the weave shed is a large open space 

with green tile walls, a metal drop ceiling, and a polished concrete floor. The size 

and openness of the addition allowed the mill to install modern equipment in the 

1950s and 1980s.  

 

1G. Cloth Room & Beam Storage (1951) 

 

This addition occupies the space of the rail spur and loading docks and connects 

the main mill to the warehouse. It was built out of identical red brick to the 

weaving room addition, but is smaller in height with a lower flat roof. This area 

was occupied by the new cloth room and the beam storage room and led directly 
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into the warehouse spaces. The historic metal exterior fire doors remain in place 

and lead to the warehouse. 

 

1H. North Office (1951) 

 

A small one-story office was also constructed in 1951 on the north side of the 

picker room and to the east of weaving room. This area was incorporated into a 

larger office addition (1M) in 1960. 

 

1I. Compressor Room (1951) 

 

A one-story compressor room was constructed on the south side of the mill 

building directly across from the machine shop. The south façade of the 

compressor shop features five metal windows and two sets of metal doors.  

 

1J. Covered Walkway (1951) 

 

A covered concrete walkway was built in 1951 and provided access along the 

south wall of the mill building from the new compressor room to the cloth room. 

The walkway has a flat rolled asphalt roof. The south side of the walkway was 

infilled with a frame wall and siding during the 20th century.  

 

1K. East Elevator Tower (1951) 

 

A five-story brick elevator tower was added at the center of the east mill façade 

during this period of growth. A one-story vault was built on the south side of the 

northeast office directly adjacent to the now demolished metal Quonset hut.  

 

1L. West Warehouse (1956) 

A new 115-foot x 126-foot one-story warehouse was added to the west side of the 

1909-1911 warehouse building and connected to the 1951 weaving room. The 

addition was constructed with matching red brick and with a flat membrane roof 

and a concrete foundation. Metal vents are present on the west façade. A large 

loading dock is present at the southeast corner of the addition.  

 

1M. North Office Addition (1960) 

The northern offices were expanded with a large one-story red brick addition that 

extended northward to the property line along Connecticut Avenue. The red brick 

addition contains brick quoins on the east and west corners. The brick corbels on 

the quoins match the treatment of the 1951 addition façade on Connecticut 

Avenue. The ground floor is below street level and is accessed by a series of 

concrete steps from Connecticut Avenue.  The entrance to the offices is located at 

the northeast corner of the building. A large aluminum storefront is located on the 

northern side of the entrance and a double-door aluminum storefront door with 

plate glass sidelights and transom denote the main entrance. A large flat 
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aluminum canopy roof shelters the entrance. The north street façade has four 

regularly spaced scuppers and downspouts to accommodate the roof drainage. No 

openings are present on this façade. The flat membrane roof is similar to the older 

additions with a brick parapet and cast concrete parapet cap. Cold joints within 

the masonry denote the boundaries between this addition and the 1951 spaces.  

 

1N. West Apparatus Room (1971) 

 

A large square brick apparatus room was added to the west side of the 1956 west 

warehouse to add additional heating and ventilation equipment to the complex. 

The addition has a flat gravel roof and large square ductwork extends from the 

addition to the 1956 and 1951 addition spaces. A large aluminum exhaust vent is 

located on the west elevation. Two steel fire doors provide access to the addition 

from the west parking lot. A large two-lite window and a smaller single lite 

opening are located on the second floor on the west façade.  

 

1O. East Loading Docks and Steel Elevator Tower (2000) 

 

A loading dock was added to the east elevation of the mill building. The loading 

dock extends south from the elevator tower and contains a metal roof. A steel 

elevator tower was added to the southeast corner of the four-story mill building 

during the same time.  

 

 

2A. Warehouse (1909)– Contributing Building 

The two-story 1909 southwest warehouse was originally constructed as a 

separate building and contained an opening room and warehouse space with a 

concrete platform facing the northern rail spur. The building footprint measured 

102 feet by 100 feet. The interior of the warehouse is divided by a center 

masonry wall.  

 

2B. Western Warehouse Addition (1911) 
The storehouse was enlarged in 1911 and expanded to the west approximately 

fifty-one feet. The two-story concrete platform facing the railroad track was also 

extended to accommodate the new construction. 

 

2C. Waste House (1946-1947) 
The warehouse was extended twenty-five feet to the east for a waste house built in 

the same style of the original warehouses. This addition was constructed to 

replace the waste house that occupied the space being used for the larger picker 

room addition. The east façade contains ten steel windows with cast stone sills on 

each floor. The ground floor steel windows are fifteen-lite windows with center 

six-lite pivots. The second-floor windows contain a central six-lite pivot window 

with two lites on either side. The roof of the addition matches the existing 
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storehouses with a low slope gable roof and a small brick parapet at each party 

wall. The waste house is separated from the storehouses by a brick wall.  

 

2D. South Loading Docks (1951) 

Modern open loading docks were added to the south side of the warehouse and 

waste house buildings during the 1951 renovation when the warehouses were 

reconfigured with the addition of the Cloth Room (1G). The loading docks 

enabled truck transport of textile goods and provided easy access to adjacent 

Bobo Street. The 1971 plat of the mill complex shows the loading docks as a 

covered concrete platform, suggesting that this space was enclosed with its 

current exterior walls and metal rolling after that date.  

 

 

       3A. Boiler House, Pump Room, and Smokestack (1909)– Contributing Building 

The 1909 two-story boiler house measured twenty-eight feet and four inches by forty-

two feet. The one-story attached pump room measures twenty-one feet by sixteen feet. 

The pump room contained tile coping on the north and south roof parapets. The machine 

shop contains openings with two arched six over six double hung wood sash windows. 

Several of the sashes and windows have been removed throughout the original building. 

The 100-foot tall buff brick smokestack was constructed to the south of the building and 

was connected to the interior boilers via a flue on the east side.  

 

 3B. Machine Shop (1930s) 

 A fifty-nine-foot east addition was constructed on the original boiler house for 

the purposes of a machine shop. The new addition was two stories and tripled the 

size of the building. The machine shop originally contained multiple steel 

casement windows on the east and south elevations. The eastern windows have 

been bricked in. The building has a low slope shed roof that drains to the north. A 

brick parapet capped by ceramic tiles surrounds the addition on the east, west, and 

southern sides. Six 1000 kVA transformers and other electrical equipment needed 

to support the mill were installed on the east side of the addition and are covered 

with a shed roof.  

 

3C. Shed Addition (1980) 

A one-story metal addition with a metal shed roof was added to the south 

elevation of the pump house and machine shop around 1980. This addition 

replaced an earlier waste shed. A metal garage door is present on the west face of 

the shed addition. This addition post-dates the period of significance. 

 

4. Water Tank (1909) – Contributing Structure 

The water tank was constructed in 1909 and has a 75,000-gallon steel water tank installed 

on a trestle 100 feet high. The steel tank has a diameter of twenty feet and was produced 

by R.D. Cole Manufacturing Company. When installed, the tank sat at the southwest 



United States Department of the Interior  
National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form  
NPS Form 10-900     OMB Control No. 1024-0018      

 
Greer Mill  Greenville, SC 
Name of Property                   County and State 

 

Section 7 page 11 

 

corner of the mill site nestled between two railroad spurs and adjacent to the reservoir. 

Access to the tank is via a metal ladder on the northeast leg. The tank contains a twenty-

four-foot-wide circular platform with a metal railing. A metal ladder on the north 

elevation leads from the tank platform to the roof. A centrally located pipe is located 

between the metal truss legs and connects to the groundwater source. The tank contains a 

metal conical roof and has changed little since its initial construction.  

 

5. Reservoir (1909) – Contributing Structure 

The reservoir was constructed in 1909 during the first phase of work on the site. The 

reservoir is located to the south of the mill complex and has a capacity of 375,000 

gallons. The reservoir is connected to the pump house by a series of pipes. The footprint 

of the reservoir has remained unchanged since 1909 but is currently in poor condition.  

 

6. Railroad Trestle (1909) – Contributing Structure 

A wooden railroad trestle is located between the reservoir and the boiler house and pump 

room. The trestle is part of a larger railroad track that once existed on the property and 

provided rail service to the warehouses from the Southern Rail Line. The trestle was part 

of a spur that branched off from the main track and provided coal to the boilers. Metal 

sliding doors on the south elevation of the boiler house allowed workers to take the coal 

fuel directly from the rail cars to the boilers. The rail line was abandoned during the 

twentieth century. The trestle is in poor condition.  
 

7. Fire Hose House (1909) – Contributing Structure 

The hose house is located at the eastern side of the property to the south of the main mill 

complex and is labeled on the original 1909 site plan. When constructed, the hose house 

contained a two-way hydrant and was connected to all the buildings and structures within 

the Greer Mill by a series of underground pipes. The building is a wood frame structure 

and is sheathed in vertical wood board and batten siding with an asphalt six-sided conical 

roof. A wood door is present on the north corner of the structure.   

 

8. Hydrant House (1909) – Contributing Structure 

The hydrant house is located to the north of the reservoir between the Boiler House & 

Pump Room and the Warehouses. The hydrant house is identified on the original 1909 

site plan and contained a two-way hydrant.  The hydrant house was part of the continuous 

network of underground pipes that connected all the buildings and structures within the 

Greer Mill complex. The wood frame hydrant house has vertical board and batten siding 

and is capped with a six-sided conical asphalt shingle roof. A wood door is present at the 

east corner.  
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_________________________________________________________________ 

8. Statement of Significance 

 

 Applicable National Register Criteria  

 (Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property for National Register  

 listing.) 

 

A. Property is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the 

broad patterns of our history. 

  

B. Property is associated with the lives of persons significant in our past.  

 

C. Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of 

construction or represents the work of a master, or possesses high artistic values, 

or represents a significant and distinguishable entity whose components lack 

individual distinction.  

 

D. Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, information important in prehistory or 

history.  

 

 

 Criteria Considerations  

 (Mark “x” in all the boxes that apply.) 

 

A. Owned by a religious institution or used for religious purposes 

  

B. Removed from its original location   

 

C. A birthplace or grave  

 

D. A cemetery 

 

E. A reconstructed building, object, or structure 

 

F. A commemorative property 

 

G. Less than 50 years old or achieving significance within the past 50 years  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

X
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Areas of Significance 

(Enter categories from instructions.)  

INDUSTRY_________ 

___________________  

___________________  

___________________  

___________________  

___________________  

___________________ 

 

 

Period of Significance 

1909-1972_________ 

___________________ 

___________________ 

 

 Significant Dates  

 1909, 1911, 1951_____  

 ___________________ 

 ___________________ 

 

Significant Person 

(Complete only if Criterion B is marked above.) 

___________________  

___________________  

___________________ 

 

 Cultural Affiliation  

 N/A________________  

 ___________________  

 ___________________ 

 

 Architect/Builder 

 Lockwood-Greene & Company 

 The Gallivan Building Company  

 ___________________ 
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Statement of Significance Summary Paragraph (Provide a summary paragraph that includes 

level of significance, applicable criteria, justification for the period of significance, and any 

applicable criteria considerations.)  

 

Greer Mill is locally significant under Criterion A in the area of Industry for its association with 

the twentieth-century textile manufacturing industry in Greer and Greenville County. Greer Mill 

served as a major employer and driver of the local economy and textile industry from its opening 

in 1909 through the closure of Delta-Woodside in 1996. Greer Mill was not only the last textile 

mill in operation in Greer when it closed but is the last extant mill building within the city limits. 

The mill was designed by nationally prominent architecture and engineering firm Lockwood-

Greene & Company, who also designed a major addition in 1911. In 1911, the Greer 

Manufacturing Company was consolidated into the Victor-Monaghan Company. The original 

Greer Mill complex was later sold in 1946 to New York textile conglomerate J.P. Stevens 

Company, and a flurry of additions over the next decade expanded the size of the mill and 

heavily modified the original complex. This period of ownership transformed the property from a 

local mill to part of a national textile conglomerate. J.P. Stevens produced textiles on the site 

until the mill was acquired by Delta-Woodside in 1986. This last phase of textile production 

lasted another decade until 1996 when the mill was officially closed. The original Greer Mill 

complex was extensively enlarged during a period of modernization by J.P. Stevens after World 

War II to create a multi-state manufacturing conglomerate. The mill's period of significance 

extends from the construction of the original mill building in 1909 through 1972, fifty years prior 

to the date of listing. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Narrative Statement of Significance (Provide at least one paragraph for each area of 

significance.)   

 

Criterion A: Industry 

 

Greer Mill is locally significant under Criterion A in the area of Industry for its association with 

the twentieth-century textile manufacturing industry in Greer and Greenville County. By the 

early 1920s, the South Carolina Piedmont had earned its title as the “Textile Center of the 

South.” Greenville County was home to the Southern Textile Exposition and its Textile Hall, 

which “attracted thousands of visitors from all over the world.”1 The growth and success of the 

textile industry in the area prompted investment that brought large textile conglomerates, 

architects and engineers responsible for the design and construction of plant infrastructure, and 

the companies that manufactured the equipment necessary to card, spin, and weave cotton to 

Greenville and Spartanburg Counties.2 From 1890 to 1910, the town of Greer, which straddled 

those two counties, experienced a 423% increase in population. This growth, tied to the 

                                                      
1 “Greenville, South Carolina: The Logical Location for Your Industry,” Promotional Brochure, undated. Available 

at the Duke University Library Archives.  
2 Ray Belcher, Greenville County, South Carolina: From Cotton Fields to Textile Center of the World, (Charleston, 

SC: History Press, 2006), 111; The Whitin Spindle, 1963, pg. 14; “Revolving Flat Card: Technical Information on 

Adjustment and Operation,” (Whitinsville, Mass.: Whitin Machine Works, 1946); “Saco-Lowell Spinomatic 

Instruction Manual, First Edition,” (Easley, SC: Saco-Lowell Shops, 1964). 
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establishment of the town’s three main mills—Victor  Mill (ca. 1895), Franklin Mill (ca. 1901), 

and Greer Mill (ca. 1909)—continued through the early to mid-twentieth century.3 By 1927, the 

textile industry in Greer had a capacity of more than 125,000 spindles and produced 28,000,000 

yards of cloth annually.4 Though the mill villages of Victor and Franklin remain as reminders of 

these two important industrial sites, Greer Mill is the only extant textile mill within the city of 

Greer, and retains a remarkable degree of integrity associated with its period of significance.5 

 

Greer Manufacturing Company and Early Textile Consolidations 

 

Greer Mill, founded as the Greer Manufacturing Company in 1908, was the last of three textile 

mills to open in Greer after the chartering of the Victor Mill in 1895 and Franklin Mill in 1900. 

Apalache Mill, located just outside of Greer, began in 1837 as the Tyger Factory and was 

significantly expanded in 1888 with the construction of a three-story brick building. The mill, 

then known as Cedar Hill Factory and later renamed Apalache Mill, was one of the first modern 

mills built during the large cotton mill boom in Upstate South Carolina.6 John A. Robinson, the 

founder of Greer Mill, was born in Spartanburg and arrived in Greer in 1881 and began working 

as a young telegraph operator. During the 1890s, Robinson worked as a postmaster and 

established a relationship with Lewis S. Parker, a local attorney and head of the Victor 

Manufacturing Company. Parker assisted in organizing the Franklin Mill in 1900.7  

 

Prior to the founding of the Greer Manufacturing Company, Robinson worked with Lockwood 

Greene, & Co. to develop plans for Greer Manufacturing Company’s first phase of development. 

The mill site was located to the south of downtown Greer between the north side of the Southern 

Rail Line and the south side of the new 1909 Piedmont and Northern (P&N) electric line. Phase I 

included a square 136 feet long by 130 feet wide, four-story mill building (the central core of the 

current building), a boiler building and chimney, a store or warehouse, a 75,000-gallon, 100-

foot-tall water tower, and a 317,000-gallon reservoir.  Drawings for the mill demonstrate 

planning for both the 1909 phase, as well as anticipated future phases.8 The 1909 site plan also 

established the Mill Village grid surrounding the site with thirty-eight houses for mill workers. 

The building was built with a capacity of 10,000 spindles and 300 looms.9 The Gallivan Building 

Company from Greenville constructed the building within six months.10 

 

The large four-story brick building with large open floors provided space for the cotton to be 

picked, carded, drawn, slubbed, roved, spun, and woven.11 Large bales of cotton were opened 

                                                      
3 Sheldon Owens and Charlie Philips, City of Greer Historic Resources Survey, August 2017, 22-28. 
4 M.C. Campbell, Greer Community Annual, 1927, Greer Heritage Museum. 
5 Sheldon Owens and Charlie Philips, City of Greer Historic Resources Survey, August 2017, 26.  
6 National Register of Historic Places. Apalache Mill. [Washington, D.C.: U.S. Department of the Interior, National 

Park Service, National Register of Historic Places, 2015] Web.http://schpr.sc.gov/index.php/Detail/properties/26814 
7 Sheldon Owens and Charlie Philips, City of Greer Historic Resources Survey, August 2017, 26-27. 
8 Greers Manufacturing Company, 1909, Lockwood Greene Records, Archives Center, National Museum of 

American History. 
9 Charleston News and Courier, “New Mill Started at Greer”, July 21, 1909.  
10 Charleston News and Courier, “New Mill Started at Greer”, July 21, 1909. 
11 Jamieson, Claire. 2010. Change in the textile mill villages of South Carolina's Upstate during the Modern South 

Era. http://trace.tennessee.edu/utk_gradthes/635, 58.  

http://trace.tennessee.edu/utk_gradthes/635


United States Department of the Interior  
National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form  
NPS Form 10-900     OMB Control No. 1024-0018      

 
Greer Mill  Greenville, SC 
Name of Property                   County and State 

 

Section 8 page 16 

 

into a fluffy mass by openers within the opening room in the warehouse. The material was then 

lifted to the second floor of the mill and passed from the picking section to the carding room. A 

series of three pickers—the breaker, intermediate, and finisher—removed the dirt, seed, and 

impurities from the cotton and created large rolls or “laps” of cleaned cotton, delivering the 

product in rope-like strands called “slivers”.12 The carding area on the third floor adjacent to the 

pickers removed impurities and blended the cotton fibers. The material was brought up to the 

spinning, spooling, and warping areas on the fourth floor. The processed material was then 

brought to the slashing and weaving areas on the second and first floor.13 A cloth finishing room 

also occupied the first floor with a large sewing machine. On all floors an internal brick wall kept 

finished or cleaned product separate from the raw material during the manufacturing process. A 

separate warehouse building received the raw materials and processed shipping of the finished 

product.14 

 

Lockwood Greene’s 1909 plans for Greer Mill also indicated that the company intended to 

expand operations, with an area on the site plan labeled “Future Extension.” By 1911, Lockwood 

Greene was again hired to design the planned expansion, which doubled the size of the four-story 

mill and provided additional warehouse space.15 The expansion also more than doubled the 

production capacity of the mill, from 10,000 to more than 25,000 spindles.16 The 1911 site plan 

also illustrates the fourteen block development of Greer Mill Village in two years with ninety-

one houses, offices, and tentative plans for a school, YMCA, and church to the northwest corner 

of the mill block. Five different village house types are also noted within the site plan.17 

 

Beginning in 1910, Lewis W. Parker and Thomas F. Parker, local textile-industry tycoons, 

started consolidating mills throughout the state. By 1912, the Parker Group had a capitalization 

of approximately $3.5 million and controlled eleven percent of the industry in South Carolina.18 

Greer Manufacturing Company was among those consolidated in 1912, under the Victor- 

Monaghan branch of the Parker Group.19 The immense growth and consolidation within the 

textile industry created a market for labor which attracted workers to the area.20 The increase of 

cotton prices around 1900 had attracted a large number of farm laborers to the mills as the 

number of mills increased. Between 1911 and 1914, the Parker Group was the largest cotton mill 

                                                      
12 Cocheco Chats, September 1921, “An interview with John Howarth, Overseer of Carding No. 2 and 3 Mill.” 

Dover Public Library, https://www.dover.nh.gov/government/city-operations/library/history/the-cloth-

manufacturing-process-pickers.html.   
13 August Kohn, The Cotton Mills of South Carolina. 1907, pg. 38. 
14 Greers Manufacturing Company, 1909; Greers Manufacturing, 1911-1912, Lockwood Greene Records, Archives 

Center, National Museum of American History. 
15 Greers Manufacturing Company, 1909; Greers Manufacturing, 1911-1912, Lockwood Greene Records, Archives 

Center, National Museum of American History. 
16 “Merger of Mills is no Surprise,” The State, 14 Dec 1910; Southern Textile Bulletin, Facts about the Textile Mills 

of the South: Interesting Statistics Compiled by Southern Textile Bulletin, Showing Spindles Added and on Order 

and the Total Spindles, Looms, Knitting Machines, etc., in the South., (Charlotte, NC: Clark Publishing, Co., 1921).  
17 Lockwood Greene, Plat Showing Layout of the Greer Manufacturing Company, Greer, SC. 3/30/1911 
18 Belcher, Greenville County, South Carolina, 58. 
19 “Plans of Merger First Announced,” The State, 19 Feb 1911; Property Record Card for 1-Jennings St, Connecticut 

(Robinson) Ave., & Unnamed Street, 38-S-84 A&B, Greenville County, SC. 
20 Archie Vernon Huff, Jr. Greenville: The History of the City and the County in the South Carolina Piedmont, pg. 

239. 
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enterprise in the South with over one million spindles and the largest corporation within the state 

of South Carolina.21  

 

Following the resignation of Lewis Parker in 1914, the company began another restructuring that 

led to the formation of the Victor-Monaghan Corporation in 1917. The new conglomerate 

operated eight textile mills in the Upstate including: Seneca Plant in Seneca; Walhalla Plant in 

Walhalla; Ottaray Plant in Union; Wallace Plant in Jonesville; Apalache Plant in Arlington (just 

outside of Greer); Monaghan Plant in Greenville; and Victor Plant and Greer Plant in Greer. By 

the early 1920s, Victor-Monaghan Corporation had a capital stock of $8.3 million and was the 

second largest mill corporation in the South and the largest in South Carolina in total spindleage 

in 1921, with 231,376 spindles across its eight plants, 25,600 of which were at Greer Mill.22 

 

As the Greer Mill grew and expanded, so did the surrounding community within the mill village 

as new housing was constructed to the east and west of the mill complex. Mill villages were a 

prominent part of the Upstate cotton mills that were designed to be self-contained area that 

included individual residences, churches, schools, and company stores surrounding the main mill 

complex. During the peak of mill villages in the early 1900s, the textile mill management 

contained full control of the villages by limiting businesses and establishing company stores that 

sold items on credit, which were convenient but kept millhands in debt to their employer. Mill 

sponsored stores and other small businesses also enable mill managers to keep their workers 

under surveillance. 23 

 

The building of the Greer Mill Village began shortly after construction of the mill in 1909 and it 

features modest one-and-a-half story frame houses radiating outward from the mill. The housing 

surrounding the mill was far superior to the homes many of the laborers had left on the farm and 

the community provided access to education, childcare, health care and other benefits 

unavailable in rural areas.24 Mill villages, including worker housing, recreational spaces and 

buildings, churches, stores, farms, and other supportive amenities had traditionally been owned 

by the textile manufacturer. The mill village expanded significantly in the early 1920s under the 

direction of the Victor-Monaghan Corporation. A commercial center was established to the north 

of the mill along Connecticut Avenue. The condition of the mills and of the surroundings also 

improved greatly during this time. Life in the mill village was largely self-sufficient as the mill 

owner provided teachers for the elementary schools and sponsored local baseball teams to 

compete against other mill teams. The Greer Manufacturing Company also had a school that 

                                                      
21 Judith Bainbridge, Greenville News “Parker Cotton Company Failed After a Few Booming Years” Online, 2017 
22 Moody’s Manual of Railroads and Corporation Securities, 1922, Vol. II (New York: Poor’s Publishing Company, 

1922), 599; Southern Textile Bulletin, Facts about the Textile Mills of the South: Interesting Statistics Compiled by 

Southern Textile Bulletin, Showing Spindles Added and on Order and the Total Spindles, Looms, Knitting 

Machines, etc., in the South., (Charlotte, NC: Clark Publishing, Co., 1921). 
23 Hall, Jacquelyn Dowd, James L. Leloudis, Robert Rodgers Korstad, Mary Murphy, Lu Ann Jones, Michael H. 

Frisch, and Christopher B. Daly. 2012. Like a family: the making of a Southern cotton mill world. [United States]: 

The University of North Carolina Press, 119. 
24 Jamieson, Claire. 2010. Change in the textile mill villages of South Carolina's Upstate during the Modern South 

Era. http://trace.tennessee.edu/utk_gradthes/635, 55. 

http://trace.tennessee.edu/utk_gradthes/635
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ranked high among the graded schools in the Piedmont and in 1919 paid their teachers higher 

wages than the local Greer schools.25  

 

Greer Mill is also representative of the twentieth-century labor disputes that shook the textile 

industry. As a response to the advancements in machinery and an effort to lower production 

costs, mill owners instituted what became known as the “stretch-out” beginning in the 1920s. In 

addition to cutting back on the number of employees, those who remained were required to 

increase their workload, sometimes by as much as double their previous requirements.26 At the 

height of the Great Depression, the Southern Textile Association blamed overproduction as the 

“root of all the troubles in the textile industry.”27 In response to this, an industry-wide 

curtailment to decrease production cut hours at the mill that workers relied on. This, coupled 

with the already taxing “stretch-out” and the harsh economic reality of the Depression, prompted 

organization by textile laborers across the south.28 

 

In September 1934, Greer Mill closed its doors as employees walked out in response to the 

General Strike of the United Textile Workers of America. Described as the “largest labor protest 

in the South’s history,” the strike shut down nearly half of the mills in Carolinas, and resulted in 

walkouts from Maine to Texas.29 According to historian Janet Christine Irons, approximately 

“170,000 workers— two-thirds of the southern textile labor force—left their jobs.”30 The strike 

prompted South Carolina Governor Blackwood to send in the National Guard in an attempt to 

squash the “flying squadrons,” the nickname given to describe the groups of union workers that 

moved from town to town recruiting support and forcing mills to close. When the “squadrons” 

reached Greer Mill, the plant was forced to close as its workers walked out at four o’clock.31 

Approximately 1,500 textile workers in Greer employed by the Victor-Monaghan Corporation 

were affected by the strike; however, efforts to squash the uprising soon prevailed and the mills 

were reopened within a week. While the General Strike of 1934 served as a flashpoint for the 

textile industry, unionists continued to struggle for rights of textile workers throughout the 

twentieth century. 

 

Following World War II, another wave of textile mill consolidations resulted in the creation of 

even larger, national corporations in the industry. In 1946, Victor-Monaghan instituted a fifteen 

percent pay increase for the 2,300 workers at the Victory, Greer, and Apalache plants.32 The 

corporation operated the three plants in Greer and the Monaghan Plant in Greenville and 

manufactured cotton and rayon fancy goods in addition to print cloth.33 Later that year, the 

Victor-Monaghan Corporation sold its holdings, including Greer Mill, to the then-New York 

based textile giant, J. P. Stevens & Company. The merger made Stevens the “state’s largest 

                                                      
25 H.G Vutler and Yates Snowden, History of South Carolina, Volume 2, 1919. 1088.  
26 Huff, Greenville, 301. 
27 Huff, Greenville, 334. 
28 Belcher, Greenville County, South Carolina, 116-117. 
29 “Strikes Spreading Over Carolinas,” The State, 5 Sept. 1934; Janet Christine Irons, Testing the New Deal: The 

General Textile Strike of 1934 in the American South, 3. 
30 Irons, Testing the New Deal, 3. 
31 “Hordes Swarm into Piedmont,” The State, 5 Sept. 1934. 
32 Charleston News & Courier, “Textile Wage Increase in Effect in Greer Area” 2/5/1946, page 11.  
33 Charleston News & Courier, “Mill Negotiations are Continuing” 5/6/1946, page 2. 
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textile employer” with a total capitalization of $82 million.34 Stevens went on to own eighteen 

mills in Greenville County and established a multi-state manufacturing conglomerate of more 

than thirty plants that produced a diverse selection of products including natural and synthetic 

fibers. Stevens also “sought competent college-educated engineers” to run what became the 

“model mill’ in postwar America.”35 The company’s large holdings in the South Carolina 

Piedmont supported the eventual move of its “manufacturing, personnel, and purchasing 

headquarters” to Greenville.36  

 

When Stevens took ownership of Greer Mill on August 31, 1946, the mill produced “plain and 

fancy cotton poplins,” as well as synthetics such as rayon, and had approximately 350 

employees. Early modifications to the site during this transition were in keeping with the original 

site plan and Lockwood-Greene & Company architectural design. A four-story picker addition 

was added to the west side of the mill building using similar brick masonry, but lacked windows. 

A two-story east addition was also added to the existing warehouses to create a separate waste 

house.  

 

By 1948-1949, Stevens began modernizing and transforming the Greer Mill beginning with the 

construction of an apparatus room that held new air conditioning equipment.37 This period 

marked a notable change from the original mill plan to a more modern and efficient textile 

manufacturing facility. The installation of air conditioning allowed for maximum production at 

minimum unit cost for the new owners. Air conditioning also allowed for purification of the air 

within the mill which improved the working conditions and resulted in a better product by 

reducing chafing and creating more pliable yarn.38 In conjunction with this addition, the original 

1909-1911 wood windows were removed from the main mill building and the openings were 

infilled with brick, further altering the character of the original mill. 

 

Just a few years later, in 1951, Stevens hired Daniel Construction Company to construct a 69,000 

square-foot addition to the mill. The one-story addition on the west side of the mill more than 

doubled the footprint of the building and enveloped the main mill structure, connecting it to its 

warehouses. Stevens also converted Greer Mill to a “fancy mill” that produced “spun synthetic, 

worsted, and filament fabrics” used for items such as men’s suits and military uniforms that were 

made with a mixture of wool and synthetics, as well as upholstery and drapery fabrics.39 On the 

interior, the existing buildings were upgraded for modern electric power distribution with new 

substations and industrial lighting which created less waste and easy identification of defects. 

Power supply to individual pieces of equipment was modified by installing individual motors at 

each point of use with electronic controls with controlled speeds. Spectrophotometers and 

stroboscopic lights were also installed on new equipment to aid in quality control. Continuous 

                                                      
34 Belcher, Greenville County, South Carolina, 127. 
35 Belcher, Greenville County, South Carolina, 130. 
36 Huff, Greenville, 389. 
37 Construction Photographs, Greer Mill Division of J. P. Stevens, 1948. 
38 General Electric Company. 1949. How textile mills are modernizing: a report to the textile industry on general 

trends and specific new electrical methods and equipment. [Schenectady, N.Y.]: General Electric. 
39 Manufacturing Advisory Committee, “Group 1: Cotton & Spun Fibers Division,” Prepared for J. P. Stevens & 

Co., 18 April 1958, Greenville, SC, Greer Heritage Museum, pg. 18. 
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processing was also made possible by the creation of the new mill complex and updated 

electrical system which raised product quality and reduced individual handling between machine 

units. 40 

 

In addition to modernizing the mills and restructuring the manufacturing processes, Stevens 

initiated the privatization of southern textile mill villages with the subdivision of Victor Mill 

Village in 1947. The Greer Mill Village was subdivided and sold by Stevens shortly after. Mill 

houses were sold to many of the mill workers and other locals, transforming the employer and 

employee relationship and changing the composition of the surrounding community.41  Despite 

the control the mill exerted over the small community, many residents of the mill village 

remember life prior to privatization with fondness and mourn the degradation of the 

communities.42 Other major textile companies in the state soon followed Steven’s example, 

selling most of the mill village housing in the area. The subdivision of mill communities, 

including Greer Mill Village, resulted in the discontinuation of municipal tax agreements. 

Historically located outside the original town of Greer, the mill property was annexed into Greer 

in 1958, adding to the growth and tax base of the city while further reducing the control of the 

mill within the surrounding community.43  

 

By the 1950s, textile workers in Greenville County began to organize again, this time in a 

manner “less boisterous and more professional than in 1934.”44 While a national labor campaign 

against J. P. Stevens blasted the company beginning in the mid-1960s, small organizing efforts 

began in Greer a decade earlier. Local organizers, however, were at constant threat of losing their 

jobs. According to oral history, “two workers at Greer Mill who spoke to fellow workers during 

the work shift about the benefits of union were discharged in 1954.”45 From the 1950s through 

the late 1970s, the Amalgamated Clothing & Textile Workers Union (ACTWU) built a 

foundation of support to include civil rights organizations like the National Association for the 

Advancement of Colored People (NAACP), the Congress of Racial Equality (CORE), and the 

National Organization of Women (NOW). After numerous prosecutions for labor violations and 

an organized boycott against J.P. Stevens in 1978, the Amalgamated Clothing & Textile Workers 

Union (ACTWU) finally achieved collective bargaining agreements in the Carolinas in 1980.46 

 

During this period of labor organization, the mill complex was enlarged again in 1956 with a 

115-foot x 126-foot one-story addition that extended to the western end of the 1951 weave shed. 

This addition created additional warehouse and storage space to accommodate increased 

production. Additional office space and a new entrance were added to the existing 1951 offices 
                                                      
40 General Electric Company. 1949. How textile mills are modernizing: a report to the textile industry on general 

trends and specific new electrical methods and equipment. [Schenectady, N.Y.]: General Electric. 
41 Sheldon Owens and Charlie Philips, City of Greer Historic Resources Survey, August 2017, 46-47. 
42  Jamieson, Claire. 2010. Change in the textile mill villages of South Carolina's Upstate during the Modern South 

Era. http://trace.tennessee.edu/utk_gradthes/635, pg. 55 
43 Belcher, Greenville County, South Carolina, 127, 131-132. 
44 “Strikes Spreading Over Carolinas,” The State, 5 Sept. 1934; Janet Christine Irons, Testing the New Deal: The 

General Textile Strike of 1934 in the American South, 3 
45 Belcher, Greenville County, South Carolina, 149. 
46 “ACTWU vs. J. P. Stevens: 1976-1980, Birth of the Corporate Campaign,” 

http://www.corporatecampaign.org/history_actwu_jp_stevens_1978.php (accessed 25 Oct 2019). 
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on the north façade. The completion of this addition established the present footprint of the site 

and represented increased productivity and mill modernization. Few changes occurred to the site 

in the period after 1960. Secondary additions in 1971 and the 1980s only slightly increased the 

size of the complex and were added to accommodate new air conditioning equipment and 

additional machinery.  

 

Late twentieth century improvements to Greer Mill came as the textile industry in the South 

started to decline. By the mid-1980s, technology and foreign competition had a significant 

impact on the textile manufacturing industry. By 1982, all of J. P. Stevens Company mills in and 

near Greer had been closed except for the Greer Mill. While the company attempted to 

restructure and modernize Greer Mill in 1981, by 1986 the mill was sold to Delta-Woodside. 

Two years later, J. P. Stevens closed its doors, “ending one of the nation’s oldest corporate 

dynasties.”47 Victor Mill was closed in 1989 and the original mill buildings burned in 2006. The 

Franklin Mill was demolished in the late 1970s. Greer Mill remained in operation as a textile 

manufacturer under Delta-Woodside until 1996, making it the longest running textile mill in 

Greer.  

 

With the demolition of Victor Mill and Franklin Mill, Greer Mill is now the sole extant textile 

mill remaining within the town limits of Greer. For almost a century, Greer Mill was an 

important component of the town’s industrial landscape. The mill complex represents decades of 

local textile manufacturing, which was the defining industry of the Upstate during most of the 

20th century. As a major local employer, and through the creation of the Greer Mill Village, the 

Greer Mill made significant contributions to the development and prosperity of Greer. The mill 

complex evolved repeatedly during its years of operation, representing the growth of the textile 

industry in the early 20th century and its eventual modernization following World War II. The 

mill complex reflects more than sixty years of local industrial history and as an important 

representation of 20th century textile manufacturing in Greer.   

 

 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Developmental history/additional historic context information (if appropriate) 

 

Lockwood-Greene & Company 

Lockwood-Greene & Company was originally founded in 1832 by David Whitman but was 

acquired by Amos Lockwood in 1871. By 1876, Lockwood completed his first major project in 

South Carolina, the Piedmont Manufacturing Company. In 1882, Lockwood partnered with 

Stephen Greene. Lockwood-Greene & Company eventually expanded the company with 

headquarters in Atlanta, Boston, Charlotte, Chicago, New York, Montreal, and Spartanburg, and 

became one of the most prolific engineering firms of the southern textile industry. In 1925, the 

company was credited with “building up the south industrially…principally in the textile field.”48 

In Greer, Lockwood-Greene was responsible for the design of two of the town’s three textile 

mills including Greer Mill in 1909, as well as the Victor Mill in 1899. 
                                                      
47 “3-Month Battle for J. P. Stevens Ends,” The New York Times, 26 April 1988. 
48 Lockwood, Greene & Co. Engineers, “Serving the Textile Industry of the South, 1925,” Smithsonian Museum of 

American History. 



United States Department of the Interior  
National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form  
NPS Form 10-900     OMB Control No. 1024-0018      

 
Greer Mill  Greenville, SC 
Name of Property                   County and State 

 

Section 8 page 22 

 

 

In addition to designing mill buildings, Lockwood-Greene & Company provided a range of 

services including preliminary site study and plan development, sketch plans, placing contracts, 

supervision, and other special services.49 They promoted careful consideration of mill design, as 

well as site selection, stating: “A modern knitting mill should be thought out in advance, before 

any actual construction begins, or machinery is purchased. Before land is bought for a new plant, 

outlines of departments and buildings should be made, machinery layouts determined, to ensure 

economical routing and handling of materials.”50 Lockwood-Greene’s process for designing the 

southern textile mill was executed in the firm’s designs for Greer Mill in 1909, which have been 

remarkably preserved in the company’s architectural collection.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                      
49 Lockwood Green Engineers Inc., “Knitting Mills and Some Problems that are Presented in Knitting Mill Design,” 

(Boston, MA: Spartan Press, Inc., 1926, Smithsonian Museum of American History. 
50 Lockwood, Greene & Co. Engineers, “The Successful Knit Goods Plant,” 1919, Smithsonian Museum of 

American History. 
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Records, Archives Center, National Museum of American History. 

 

Greer Mill Division of J. P. Stevens, “Construction Photographs”, 1948. 
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Hall, Jacquelyn Dowd, James L. Leloudis, Robert Rodgers Korstad, Mary Murphy, Lu Ann 

Jones, Michael H. Frisch, and Christopher B. Daly. 2012. Like a family: the making of 

a Southern cotton mill world. [United States]: The University of North Carolina Press. 

 

Huff, Archie Vernon, Jr. 1995. Greenville The History of the City and County in the South 

Carolina Piedmont. Columbia: University of South Carolina Press. 

 

Irons, Janet Christine. 2000. Testing the new deal: the general textile strike of 1934 in the 

American South. Chicago, Ill: University of Illinois. 

 

Jamieson, Claire. 2010. Change in the textile mill villages of South Carolina's Upstate during 

the Modern South Era. http://trace.tennessee.edu/utk_gradthes/635.  

 

Kohn, August. The Cotton Mills of South Carolina. 1907. 

 

“Lockwood Greene Records.” Collection Number AC1113. Processed 2008-2010. Archive 

Center, National Museum of American History, Smithsonian Institution. 

 

Manufacturing Advisory Committee, “Group 1: Cotton & Spun Fibers Division,” Prepared for 

J. P. Stevens & Co., 18 April 1958, Greenville, SC, Greer Heritage Museum. 

 

 “Merger of Mills is no Surprise,” The State, 14 Dec 1910; Southern Textile Bulletin, Facts 

about the Textile Mills of the South: Interesting Statistics Compiled by Southern 

Textile Bulletin, Showing Spindles Added and on Order and the Total Spindles, 

Looms, Knitting Machines, etc., in the South., (Charlotte, NC: Clark Publishing, Co., 

1921).  

 

Minchin, Timothy J., “Don’t Sleep with Stevens!’: The J. P. Stevens Boycott and Social 

Activism in the 1970s,” Journal of American Studies, Vol. 36., Issue 3., Dec. 2005, pg. 

511. 

 

Moody’s Manual of Railroads and Corporation Securities, 1922, Vol. II (New York: Poor’s 

Publishing Company, 1922), 599; Southern Textile Bulletin, Facts about the Textile 

Mills of the South: Interesting Statistics Compiled by Southern Textile Bulletin, 

Showing Spindles Added and on Order and the Total Spindles, Looms, Knitting 

Machines, etc., in the South., (Charlotte, NC: Clark Publishing, Co., 1921). 

 

National Register of Historic Places. Apalache Mill. [Washington, D.C.: U.S. Department of 

the Interior, National Park Service, National Register of Historic Places, 2015] 

Web.http://schpr.sc.gov/index.php/Detail/properties/26814 

 

Owens, Sheldon and Charlie Philips, City of Greer Historic Resources Survey, August 2017. 

 

http://trace.tennessee.edu/utk_gradthes/635
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The State. Microfilm, South Carolina Room, Charleston County Public Library and digitized 

through “Newspapers.com” database. 

 

Snowden, Yates, and H. G. Cutler. 1920. History of South Carolina, Volume 2. Chicago, New 

York: Lewis Pub. Co. 

 

United States Department of Agriculture, Aerial Photograph Index, Greenville County (S.C.), 

1938–1939. Accessed through University of South Carolina. Government Information 

and Maps Department. 

 

United States Geologic Survey, Aerial Photo Single Frames, 1951, 1956, 1961,1964, 1969, 

1976. Accessed via EarthExplorer. https://earthexplorer.usgs.gov/ 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

  

Previous documentation on file (NPS):  

 

_X__ preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) has been requested 

____ previously listed in the National Register 

____ previously determined eligible by the National Register 

____ designated a National Historic Landmark  

____ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey   #____________ 

____ recorded by Historic American Engineering Record # __________ 

____ recorded by Historic American Landscape Survey # ___________ 

 

Primary location of additional data:  

_X__ State Historic Preservation Office 

____ Other State agency 

_X__ Federal agency 

____ Local government 

_X__ University 

_X__ Other 

         Name of repository: _Charleston Public Library ________________________ 

 

Historic Resources Survey Number (if assigned): _4365 (City of Greer Historic Resources 

Survey 2017. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

10. Geographical Data 

 

 Acreage of Property ___8.45____________ 
 

Use either the UTM system or latitude/longitude coordinates 
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Latitude/Longitude Coordinates 

Datum if other than WGS84:__________ 

(enter coordinates to 6 decimal places) 

1. Latitude: 34.935638°  Longitude: -82.239320° 

 

2. Latitude: 34.934189°  Longitude: -82.239747° 

 

3. Latitude: 34.934217°  Longitude: -82.236758° 

 

4. Latitude: 34.935241°  Longitude: -82.237161° 

 

 

Verbal Boundary Description (Describe the boundaries of the property.) 

 

The proposed boundaries for the Greer Mill National Register listing follow the surveyed 

property lines for Greenville County Tax Parcel Map #G008-001-600-100. The property is 

bordered by Connecticut Avenue at the north, Parker Street to the east, Haynes Street to the 

south, and Bobo Street to the west. 

 

Boundary Justification (Explain why the boundaries were selected.) 

  

The boundary follows the surveyed property lines for Greenville County Tax Parcel Map 

#G008-001-600-100 and encompasses the entire historic property, including all contributing 

and non-contributing resources associated with Greer Mill.  

 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

11. Form Prepared By 

 

name/title: __Kalen McNabb___________________________________________ 

organization: __Meadors, Inc.__________________________________________________ 

street & number: __P.O. Box 21758__________________________________________ 

city or town:  Charleston____________ state: __SC__________ zip code: _29405____ 

e-mail__kalen@meadorsinc.com______________________________ 

telephone: __843-723-8585_______________________ 

date: __November 01, 2021___________________________ 

 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Additional Documentation 

 

Submit the following items with the completed form: 
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 Maps:   A USGS map or equivalent (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's 

location. 

    

  Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous 

resources.  Key all photographs to this map. 

 

 Additional items:  (Check with the SHPO, TPO, or FPO for any additional items.) 

  

Photographs 

Submit clear and descriptive photographs.  The size of each image must be 1600x1200 pixels 

(minimum), 3000x2000 preferred, at 300 ppi (pixels per inch) or larger.  Key all photographs 

to the sketch map. Each photograph must be numbered and that number must correspond to 

the photograph number on the photo log.  For simplicity, the name of the photographer, 

photo date, etc. may be listed once on the photograph log and doesn’t need to be labeled on 

every photograph. 

 

Photo Log 

 

Name of Property:  Greer Mill 

 

City or Vicinity: Greer 

 

County: Greenville     State: South Carolina 

 

Photographer: Camron Gilstrap 

 

Date Photographed: 4/8/2020 

 

Description of Photograph(s) and number, include description of view indicating direction of 

camera: 

 

1.  Main Mill Building, Northeast Corner Facing Southeast 

2.  Main Mill Building, North Elevation, Facing South 

3.  Main Mill Building and 1951 Addition, North Elevation, Facing South 

4.  Main Mill Building, North Elevation, West End, Facing South 

5.  Main Mill Building, Apparatus Tower, Facing South 

6.  Main Mill Building, North Elevation, East End, Facing South 

7.  Main Mill Building, East Elevation, Facing West 

8.  Main Mill Building, Southeast Corner, Facing West 

9.  Main Mill Building, South Elevation, Facing Northwest 

10.  Main Mill Building, South Elevation, Facing Northeast 

11.  Main Mill Building, Middle of South Elevation, Facing North 

12.  Main Mill Building, West End of South Elevation, Facing North 

13.  Main Mill Building, East Interior Stair 
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14.  Main Mill Building, North Side of Second-Floor Interior, Facing West 

15.  Main Mill Building, Second-Floor Interior, Facing Southwest 

16.  Main Mill Building, South Side of Second-Floor Interior, Facing West 

17.  Main Mill Building, South Side of Second-Floor Interior, Facing Southwest 

18.  Main Mill Building, Second-Floor Interior, Facing South 

19.  Main Mill Building, Second-Floor Interior, Facing Northwest 

20.  Main Mill Building, Second-Floor Interior, South Wall, Facing South 

21.  Main Mill Building, Second-Floor Interior, South Wall, Facing Northeast 

22.  Main Mill Building, Second-Floor Interior, South Side, Facing North 

23.  Main Mill Building, Second-Floor Interior, South Side, Facing Southwest 

24.  Main Mill Building, Second-Floor Interior, South Side, Facing East 

25.  Main Mill Building, Second-Floor Interior, South Side, Facing Northeast 

26.  Main Mill Building, Apparatus Building Interior, Looking Northwest 

27.  Main Mill Building, Apparatus Building Interior, Looking North 

28.  Main Mill Building, Apparatus Building Interior, Looking East 

29.  Main Mill Building and 1951 Addition, North Elevation, Facing Southeast 

30.  Main Mill Building and 1951 Addition, Middle of North Elevation, Facing South 

31.  Main Mill Building and 1951 Addition, West End of North Elevation, Facing South 

32.  Main Mill Building and 1951 Addition, West End of North Elevation, Facing Southwest 

33.  Main Mill Building and 1951 Addition, East Side of Northwest Corner, Facing Southeast 

34.  Main Mill Building and 1951 Addition, Northwest Corner, Facing Southeast 

35.  1951 Mill Addition, North End of West Elevation, Facing East 

36.  1951 Mill Addition, West Elevation, Facing Southeast 

37.  1951 Mill Addition, West Elevation, Facing Northeast 

38.  1951 Mill Addition, West Elevation, Facing East 

39.  1951 and 1971 Mill Additions, West Elevation, Facing Northeast 

40.  1951 and 1971 Mill Additions, West Elevation, Facing East 

41.  1951 Mill Addition, Interior of North Entryway, Facing North 

42.  1951 Mill Addition, Interior of Mill Floor, Facing West 

43.  1951 Mill Addition, Interior of Mill Floor, Facing Southwest 

44.  1951 Mill Addition, Interior of Mill Floor, Facing South 

45.  1951 Mill Addition, North Side of Mill Floor, Facing West 

46.  1951 Mill Addition, Center of Mill Floor, Facing South 

47.  1951 Mill Addition, Center of Mill Floor, Facing Southwest 

48.  1951 Mill Addition, Center of Mill Floor, Facing East 

49.  1951 Mill Addition, Center of Mill Floor, Facing Northeast 

50.  1951 Mill Addition, Interior of Mill Floor, Facing Southeast 

51.  1951 Mill Addition Connecting to Warehouses, Interior, Facing West 

52.  1951 Mill Addition Connecting to Warehouses, West Interior, Facing West 

53.  1971 Mill Addition, Northwest Corner, Facing Southeast 

54.  1971 Mill Addition, Southwest Corner, Facing Northeast 

55.  1956 and 1971 Mill Additions, Southwest Corner, Facing Northeast 

56.  1956 Mill Addition, South Elevation, Facing North 

57.  1956 Mill Addition, Interior, Facing West 

58.  1956 Mill Addition, Interior, Facing Southwest 
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59.  1956 Addition and Warehouse Loading Docks, South Elevation, Facing North 

60.  Mill Warehouse Loading Docks, South Elevation, Facing North 

61.  Mill Warehouse Loading Docks, East End of South Elevation, Facing North 

62.  Mill Warehouse Loading Docks and Original Mill, East End of South Elevation, Facing 

North 

63.  Mill Warehouse Loading Docks, South Elevation, Facing Northwest 

64.  Mill Warehouse Loading Docks, Interior, Facing East 

65.  Mill Warehouse Loading Docks, Interior, Facing West 

66.  Mill Warehouse Loading Docks, Interior, Facing North 

67.  Mill Warehouses, Interior, Facing Northeast 

68.  Mill Warehouses, Interior, Facing Southwest 

69.  Mill Warehouses, Interior, Facing North 

70.  Mill Warehouses, Interior, Facing South 

71. Waste House, East Elevation, Facing Northeast 

72.  Waste House, First-Floor Interior, Facing South 

73.  Waste House, First-Floor Interior, Facing North 

74.  Waste House, First-Floor Interior, Facing East 

75.  Waste House, Second-Floor Interior, Facing East 

76.  Waste House, Second-Floor Interior, Facing South 

77.  Waste House, Second-Floor Interior, Facing North 

78.  Original Mill Building and Office, Northeast Corner, Facing Southwest 

79. 1950 Office Addition, East Elevation, Facing Southwest 

80. 1950 Office Addition, South Elevation, Facing North 

81.  Machine Shop and Boiler House, Northwest Elevation, Facing Southeast 

82.  Machine Shop and Boiler House, East Elevation, Facing West 

83. Machine Shop, Boiler House, and Chimney, Southwest Corner, Facing Northeast 

84. Mill Complex and Smokestack, South Elevation, Facing Northeast 

85. Mill Smokestack, Facing Northeast 

86. Water Tank, Facing West 

87. Reservoir, Facing Northeast 

88. 1960 Mill Addition Offices and Entryway, Northeast Corner, Facing Southwest 

89. 1960 Mill Addition Offices and Entryway, East Elevation, Facing West 

90. Main Mill Building, Roof, Facing West 

91. Main Mill Building, Roof, Facing Northwest 

92. Main Mill Building, Roof, Facing North 

93. Main Mill Building, Roof, Facing Northeast 

94. Main Mill Building, Roof, Facing East 

95. Main Mill Building, Roof, Facing Southeast 

96. Main Mill Building, Roof, Facing South 

97. Railroad Trestle, Facing South 

98. Railroad Trestle, Facing West 

99. Railroad Trestle, Facing East 
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Index of Figures: 

 

Figure 1: 1909 Lockwood Greene Mill Site Plan 

Figure 2: 1911 Mill and Village Site Plan 

Figure 3: Early Postcard of Greer Mill Prior to Modern Additions 

Figure 4: Construction of the West Picker Building Addition in 1946-1947. 

Figure 5: Construction of the Apparatus Tower in 1948. 

Figure 6: Greer Plant of J. P. Stevens, 1958 

Figure 7: 1971 Plat of Greer Plant, J. P. Stevens & Co. 

Figure 8: Historic Aerial Photograph of Greer Mill, ca. 1971 

 

 

 
Paperwork Reduction Act Statement:  This information is being collected for nominations to the National Register of Historic 
Places to nominate properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings.  Response 
to this request is required to obtain a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C.460 
et seq.). We may not conduct or sponsor and you are not required to respond to a collection of information unless it displays a 
currently valid OMB control number. 
Estimated Burden Statement:  Public reporting burden for each response using this form is estimated to be between the Tier 1 
and Tier 4 levels with the estimate of the time for each tier as follows: 
 

Tier 1 – 60-100 hours 
Tier 2 – 120 hours 
Tier 3 – 230 hours 
Tier 4 – 280 hours 

 
The above estimates include time for reviewing instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and preparing and transmitting 
nominations. Send comments regarding these estimates or any other aspect of the requirement(s) to the Service Information 
Collection Clearance Officer, National Park Service, 1201 Oakridge Drive Fort Collins, CO 80525. 



1A: Textile Mill (1909)
1B: East Addition (1911)
1C: West Picker Room (1946-47)
1D: Apparatus Tower (1948-49)
1E: East Office (1948-49)
1F: Weaving Room (1951)
1G: Cloth Room & Beam Storage (1951)
1H: North Office (1951)
1I: Compressor Room (1951)
1J: Covered Walkway (1951)
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Greer Mill District Key:

1K: East Elevator Tower (1951)
1L: West Warehouse (1956)
1M: North Office Addition (1960)
1N: West Apparatus Room (1971)
1O: East Loading Dock and Elevator (2000)

2A: Warehouse (1909)
2B: West Warehouse Addition (1911)
2C: Waste House (1946-1947)
2D: South Loading Docks (1951)

3A: Boiler House, Pump Room, &       
       Smoke Stack (1909)
3B: Machine Shop (1930s)
3C: Shed Addition (1980)

4: Water Tank (1909)

5: Reservoir (1909)

6:  Railroad Trestle (1909)

N

Property Boundary

1J

1F

2D

1O

1E

1I
1O

1K

7

8

7: Fire Hose House (1909)

8: Hydrant House (1909)
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Disclaimer: This Map is not a LAND SURVEY and is for reference purposes only.      Data contained in this map are prepared for the inventory of Real Property found within this jurisdiction,      and are compilied from recorded deeds, plats, and other public records.
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