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This form is for use in nominating or requesting determinations for individual properties and districts.  See instructions in National Register Bulletin, 
How to Complete the National Register of Historic Places Registration Form.  If any item does not apply to the property being documented, enter 

"N/A" for "not applicable."  For functions, architectural classification, materials, and areas of significance, enter only categories and subcategories 

from the instructions.   

 

1. Name of Property 

Historic name:  _Phillips Community Historic District_____________________________ 

Other names/site number: ______Phillips Tract, Laurel Hill Plantation___ 

      Name of related multiple property listing: 

      ___________________________________________________________ 

      (Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Location  

Street & number: __South Carolina Highway 41_______________________________ 

City or town: ___Mount Pleasant____ State: _____SC_______ County: ____Charleston__ 

Not For Publication:   Vicinity:  

____________________________________________________________________________ 

3. State/Federal Agency Certification   

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended,  

I hereby certify that this    X   nomination  ___ request for determination of eligibility meets 

the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of Historic 

Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.  

In my opinion, the property  _X_  meets   ___ does not meet the National Register Criteria.  I 

recommend that this property be considered significant at the following  

level(s) of significance:      

 ___national                  ___statewide           _X_local  

  Applicable National Register Criteria:  

_X_A             ___B           ___C           ___D         

 

 

    

Signature of certifying official/Title:    Date 

______________________________________________ 

State or Federal agency/bureau or Tribal Government 

 

X  
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In my opinion, the property        meets        does not meet the National Register 

criteria.   

     

Signature of commenting official:    Date 

 

Title :                                     State or Federal agency/bureau 

                                                                                         or Tribal Government  

 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

4. National Park Service Certification  

 I hereby certify that this property is:  

       entered in the National Register  

       determined eligible for the National Register  

       determined not eligible for the National Register  

       removed from the National Register  

       other (explain:)  _____________________                                                                                    

 

                     

______________________________________________________________________   

Signature of the Keeper   Date of Action 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

5. Classification 

 Ownership of Property 

 (Check as many boxes as apply.) 

Private:   

 

 Public – Local 

 

 Public – State  

 

 Public – Federal  

 

 

 

 Category of Property 

 (Check only one box.) 

 

 Building(s) 

 

 District  
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 Site 

 

 Structure  

 

 Object  

 

 

 

 

 Number of Resources within Property 

 (Do not include previously listed resources in the count)              

Contributing   Noncontributing 

______37_____  ______168___  buildings 

 

______12______  _______1_____  sites 

 

______7______  _______1_____  structures  

 

______2_______  _____________  objects 

 

______58_____  ______170 ____  Total 

 

 

 Number of contributing resources previously listed in the National Register ___0______ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

6. Function or Use  

Historic Functions 

(Enter categories from instructions.) 

 __DOMESTIC/single dwelling/homestead_ 

 __AGRICULTURAL/agricultural field____ 

 __FUNERARY/cemetery_______________ 

 __LANDSCAPE/unoccupied land________ 

 __LANDSCAPE/river_________________ 

 __TRANSPORTATION/road-related (vehicular)_ 

 

Current Functions 

(Enter categories from instructions.) 

 __DOMESTIC/single dwelling/homestead_ 

 __LANDSCAPE/unoccupied land________ 

 __LANDSCAPE/river_________________ 

 __TRANSPORTATION/road-related (vehicular)_ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

  

 

 

  



United States Department of the Interior  
National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form  
NPS Form 10-900     OMB Control No. 1024-0018      

 
Phillips Community Historic District  Charleston, SC 
Name of Property                   County and State 

Section 7 page 4 
 

7. Description  

 

 Architectural Classification  

 (Enter categories from instructions.) 

 ___N/A_____________ 

 ___________________ 

 ___________________ 

 ___________________ 

 ___________________ 

 ___________________ 

 ___________________ 

 

 

Materials: (enter categories from instructions.) 

Principal exterior materials of the property: _______N/A______ 

 

 

 

Narrative Description 

(Describe the historic and current physical appearance and condition of the property.  Describe 

contributing and noncontributing resources if applicable. Begin with a summary paragraph that 

briefly describes the general characteristics of the property, such as its location, type, style, 

method of construction, setting, size, and significant features. Indicate whether the property has 

historic integrity.)   

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Summary Paragraph 

The Phillips Community Historic District is a postbellum rural community encompassing an 

approximately 439-acre settlement site situated on the northeast side of Horlbeck Creek and 

centered on S.C. Highway 41 in Mount Pleasant and unincorporated Charleston County, South 

Carolina. The community is a Traditional Cultural Property (TCP) associated with the Gullah 

culture of the Lowcountry. The outstanding features of Phillips Community are its retained 

settlement boundaries and rural landscape, including outlining marshes and an undeveloped 

coastline, as well as the preservation of the settlement’s 1875 and 1885 lot lines as seen through 

the current tax parcel maps. Also extant are remnants of the settlement’s original interior roads, a 

bridge that historically connected the Phillips Community with Parkers Island, and Parkers Island 

Cemetery, a burial ground used by Phillips residents from the late nineteenth century to mid-

twentieth century. Changes made to the district are limited to the internal subdivision of several 

farming tracts, many of which have been divided among descendants of the original farmers. 

Because of this, most lots feature multi-generational family compounds, symbolizing the patterns 

of continued land ownership traditionally found within the area’s Black rural settlement 

communities. Most of the residential structures date to the mid to late twentieth century, and 

consist of Ranch houses and bungalows, as well as mobile homes. A few lots have also been 

converted into small housing developments, which still maintain the dimensions of the original 

farming lots. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Narrative Description  

 

Settlement Area 

The Phillips Community Historic District is a geographically rural area consisting of both cultural 

and natural resources that contribute to the settlement’s overall significance. It is approximately 

439 acres and one-mile-wide along S.C. Highway 41, a highly traveled, two-lane roadway that 

connects the Wando River and U.S. Highway 17. The Phillips Community is one of the last-

surviving intact postbellum Black settlement communities east of the Cooper River and lies in the 

heart of the federally recognized Gullah Geechee Cultural Heritage Corridor, an area that extends 

along the southeast coast of the United States. 

 

The limits of the district are created by Horlbeck Creek on the south and west sides and the 

boundaries set by the Horlbeck family when the property was first subdivided in 1875 and 1885. 

Horlbeck Creek is a tidal creek that drains into the Wando River, a major body of water in 

Charleston and Berkeley counties. Flowing west, it contains wetland marshes and several 

tributaries, featuring dams and banks historically associated with surrounding rice and 

brickmaking plantations. At its largest section along the edge of the Phillips Community, the creek 

is approximately one hundred feet wide but diminishes significantly as it travels along the 

community’s northwest perimeter. Today, a golf course has been established across the creek from 

Phillips Community in the Rivertowne neighborhood, preserving most of the natural viewshed of 

the creek and its marshes from the settlement’s southern banks. 

 

The district is bisected by S.C. Highway 41, which was established in 1938 to replace Gregorie 

Ferry Road, an early-nineteenth-century thoroughfare that serviced the rural regions of Charleston 

and Berkeley counties. Gregorie Ferry Road, known as Back Road to the Phillips residents, does 

not survive in its entirety, but Joe Rouse Road is most likely a remnant of that original 

thoroughfare. Five roadside stands exist along the highway, indicating the community’s past sale 

of sweetgrass baskets and produce. 

 

The district contains non-developed wooded areas, open fields and small housing lots connected 

by a series of interior roadways that extend from Highway 41. The rectangular fields and wooded 

lots are evidence of the several former agricultural farms that once occupied the settlement’s main 

properties and surrounding wetlands. The 1875 and 1885 subdivision of the Phillips Community 

included a system of paralleling interior roads that traversed the settlement between each row of 

farming tracts. These twenty-foot-wide thoroughfares granted access to Back Road and Horlbeck 

Creek. Much of the interior roads do not survive in their entirety, but Canyon Lane and the end of 

Oliver Brown Road exist as sections of these earlier thoroughfares. In areas where the roads have 

diminished, the paths can still be discerned through the retained property boundaries of each lot, 

which terminate along a single straight line.  

 

Although not depicted in the 1875 or 1885 plats of Phillips’ subdivision, Front Road, which 

extended along the bluff overlooking Horlbeck Creek, was once considered the main road through 

the community, as it provided access to most of the early homesteads set along the creek. Today, 

Habersham Road follows the path of Front Road. Most families along Horlbeck Creek also utilize 
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other unpaved portions of the road as driveways, including the unpaved private drive extending 

south from Highway 41 just west of the light near the intersection of Joe Rouse Road (Figure 37). 

 

Most of the original forty-three farming tracts within the Phillips Community remained 

agricultural well into the 1970s and have since transitioned into rural residential use under the 

ownership of several Black families who descend from the original farmers. Since the early 

twentieth century, a series of new roads were developed within the interior of the settlement as the 

families of the original settlers grew and clusters of “family compounds” were established. Most 

dwellings are distanced from one another, representing the environmental isolation and retained 

land ownership patterns of the postbellum farmers. About 12% of the original settlement area, 

however, has been subdivided for small modern housing developments. Subdivided tracts include 

Lots 6, 21, 22, 24, 30 and 34. 

Today, there are over two hundred dwellings, most of which date to after 1972, within the Phillips 

Community. Reflecting traditional residential construction of the mid-to-late twentieth century, 

the houses are simple and mostly uniform among three principal typologies: 

 One-story, brick Ranch; Most contain simple central porticos and side gable roofs while 

few feature L-shaped floorplans and cross-gable rooflines. According to oral histories, 

many sit on foundations of creosote-clad railroad timbers and old utility poles due to the 

durability and resistance to rot. 

 Side-gable mobile home positioned parallel to the street; A majority sit atop concrete-block 

piers and are clad in vinyl. A few midcentury mobile homes are clad in corrugated metal. 

 One story and one-and-one-half-story vernacular bungalow, often with a full-width front 

porch and front-gable roof. 

Additions to the Ranch houses and bungalows are typical, as is the addition of wooden front 

porches and stoops to the mobile homes. Most structures contain vinyl replacement windows. 

Southeast of the Phillips Community is a small four-acre island that was part of the original 1875 

subdivision. Papa’s Island, also historically known as Little Titty’s Island, was used for farming 

and timbering and its access to tributary streams of Horlbeck Creek were ideal for fishing and 

crabbing. The island is still owned by the Rouse family, who purchased the island in the 1870s, 

and remains undeveloped under heavy vegetation. 

The Phillips Community is flanked by numerous, new mixed-use residential neighborhoods on the 

north, west, and south boundaries, but the impacts to the community’s historic integrity have 

remained minimal. Through the survival of the 1875 and 1885 boundaries, overall historic setting, 

and spatial land distribution, the settlement’s original design is still discernable, defining Phillips 

Community as one of the most intact postbellum Black settlements in the Mount Pleasant area. 

CONTRIBUTING RESOURCES 

Although the period of significance extends to the present, contributing resources were identified 

as all resources established at their current location before 1972. These include some resources 
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which have been rebuilt or replaced over time, such as churches and roadside stands. As the 

district derives its significance from its historic cultural associations and patterns of land use and 

development, contributing resources may be materially altered in substantial ways, but retain 

integrity of location, feeling, and association. A small number of resources critical to the cultural 

landscape of Phillips but which are discontiguous from the primary concentration of resources 

are also included within the district.   

 

1. 1841 HIGHWAY 41 (1950s) - One-story, rectangular wooden bungalow that sits 

perpendicular to the street. Measuring two-by-six bays with a side-gable roof, the 

dwelling's front entry is off-center at east elevation and is flanked by a tripartite window 

with wooden shutters that feature decorative diamond vents. All other fenestration contains 

two-over-two wooden sash. The front entry is capped with gabled portico supported by 

decorative metal columns and is accessed by a concrete block stoop. A hipped-roof 

addition extends from the south elevation (see photo 74, 79).  

 

2. LOT 1 BOUNDARY POST (c. 1875) – Contributing Object 
Remnant of an original wooden boundary post is extant at the northeast corner of Lot 1, 

which is undeveloped and wooded (see Figure 6). The post has been broken and measures 

approximately one foot above the ground. It historically served as the property boundary 

between Lot 1 and Lot 2 and is denoted on the 1875 plat of the Phillips Tract subdivision 

(see Figure 3). 

 

3. WANDO PLANTATION GATE POST (c. 1938) – Contributing Structure  
Along Highway 41, a c. 1938 full-height brick gate post flanks the driveway leading to No. 

1841 and 1837. Highway 41. Situated behind mailboxes at the driveway’s northwest 

corner, the post marked the rear service entrance to Wando Plantation, owned by Henrietta 

V. Pollitzer Hartford Pignatelli (1881-1948) and directly west of Phillips Community (see 

photo 78-79, Figure 38). 

 

4. 1837 HIGHWAY 41 (1960) - One-story, brick Ranch with a side-gable roof. The historic 

core measures three bays wide and features a centered portico that is now enclosed at the 

primary (north) elevation. All fenestration is paired and consists of one-over-one sash. A 

c. 1983 two-bay-wide addition protrudes from the east elevation (see photo 79). 

 

5. CHRIST DELIVERANCE CHURCH, 2866 VIRGINIA ROUSE RD (c. 2002) - Christ 

Deliverance Church is a one-story concrete block building with a front-gable roof and is 

included as a contributing resource for its representation of the community’s continued 

religious practices within the district boundaries. A small metal spire sits atop the front 

gable end. The rectangular core measures six bays deep and features an off-center 

protruding portico at the primary (north) elevation. The portico is capped by a wood-clad 

pediment and is supported by paired Ionic columns. The front entry is centered beneath the 

portico. The side elevations feature narrow windows with bricks sills.  There is a small c. 

2012 full-width addition at the rear (south) elevation that contains a secondary entry. The 

property boundary along road features equidistant, half-height rusticated stone piers (see 

photo 61). 
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6. 1829 HIGHWAY 41 (c. 1960) - Abandoned one-story bungalow clad in asbestos siding. 

Measuring four-by-two bays and positioned parallel to the Highway 41, the dwelling is 

capped with a side-gable, standing-seam metal roof.  The dwelling's central front entry is 

recessed and flanked by windows with one-over-one aluminum sash. The windows contain 

wooden shutters with decorative square vents. The dwelling was historically occupied by 

Isaiah Keith, Sr., a native of Cainhoy (see photo 62). Although no longer standing, a pear 

tree historically fronted the dwelling and become a local landmark within the Phillips 

Community during the midcentury.  

 

7. 2858 OLIVER BROWN RD (pre-1919) – One-story bungalow clad in wooden clapboard 

with a cross-shaped floor plan. The dwelling is topped with a gross-gable, standing-seam 

metal roof and measures three-by-three bays with enclosed porches flanking the transept 

at the primary (east) elevation. Windows consist of six-over-six wooden sash. The structure 

is one of the oldest surviving structures in the Phillips Community (see photo 39). 

 

8. 1816 HIGHWAY 41 (1962) - One-story, Ranch house containing a shallow L-shape floor 

plan. Capped with a hipped roof, the dwelling measures five-by-three bays and is made of 

cinder block that is clad in stucco. The dwelling's overhanging eaves cap a partial-width 

porch that occupies two-thirds of the primary (south) facade and is supported by decorative 

metal columns. The portico shelters two offset entries, each flanked by tripartite windows. 

Paired one-over-one windows occupy the facade's western bay. All fenestration contains 

exposed brick sills (see photo 63). 

 

9. 1789 HIGHWAY 41 (c. 1970) - One-story brick Ranch house with a cross floor plan. 

Measuring six-by-two-bays, the dwelling features a central, gabled portico supported by 

square columns and a central front entry flanked by one-over-one aluminum sash windows. 

The western half of the dwelling is occupied by an enclosed carport. In the winter of 2021, 

the dwelling was significantly damaged by a large house fire. 

 

10. 1748 HIGHWAY 41 (1965) - One-story, three-by-two bay wooden bungalow with a side 

gable roof. The front entry is centered on the south elevation and sits beneath an off-center, 

gabled portico supported by large Doric columns. West of the portico, a tripartite picture 

window flanks the entry. Windows are comprised of one-over-one wooden sash (see photo 

77). 

 

11. 2916 CANYON LN (1957) - Originally a three-bay-wide, one-story brick bungalow, 

which currently survives as the central portion of the dwelling (as denoted by the portico). 

A small, shingle-story addition with a chimney was added to the south elevation by 1973 

and in 1985, an attached one-bay-wide garage was added to the east elevation. The building 

features a side-gable, stepped roof clad is asphalt and one-over-one sash (see photo 64). 

 

12. 1753 HABERSHAM RD (1967) - Five-by-three bay, one-story masonry bungalow with 

a hipped roof. Clad in stucco, the dwelling features a central projecting portico supported 

by decorative metal columns. Centered beneath the portico, the front entry is flanked by 
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tripartite picture windows. All fenestration is one-over-one aluminum sash. A shingle 

exterior brick chimney is centered at the west elevation and remnants of a concrete block 

structural feature are present at the dwelling's rear, northwest corner. 

 

13. 1749 HIGHWAY 41 (1960s) – A one-story, two-by-two bay concrete block store, which 

replaced the c. 1911 Phillips School that was relocated to this property in 1939 for the 

establishment of Highway 41. Capped with a front-gable roof, the front entry is centered 

at the north elevation with a plywood gable end. All fenestration has been boarded. The 

building served as a convenience store owned by Lawrence Ford until c. 1969, when it was 

converted into storage (see photo 80). 

 

Non-contributing outbuilding: Directly east of the store is a 1973 two-by-four bay mobile 

home, which sits perpendicular to Highway 41 and is capped with a low gable roof with a 

cross gable centered at the east elevation. The cross gable caps narrow paired awning 

windows and an offset entry, which is accessed by a small brick stoop. A secondary entry 

is located within the east elevation's southern bay and fronted by a wooden stoop. All 

fenestration contains shingle-pane aluminum sash. 

 

14. PHILLIPS ELEMENTARY SCHOOL FOUNDATION (19th century, 1938) – 

Contributing Site 

Historic brick foundation piers with oyster shell mortar, most likely associated with a 

previous structure, and c. 1938 cinder-block piers are present near the foundation of a 

1960s concrete-block structure located at No. 1749 Highway 41. The piers supported the 

c. 1911 Phillips School, which was moved to the property prior to the widening of Gregorie 

Ferry Road and the establishment of Highway 41 in 1938. Both sets of piers retain one to 

two courses above the ground (see photo 76). 

 

15. 1743 HIGHWAY 41 (1965) - Four-by-three bay, one-story brick Ranch house with a cross 

gable roof clad in asphalt shingles. A vinyl picture window flanks the central entry. Later 

additions include a central wooden porch at the facade and a wooden deck extending from 

the east elevation (see photo 81). 

  

Non-contributing outbuildings: Between 1973 and 1983, smaller auxiliary buildings 

were erected behind the dwelling. This includes a one-story, front-gable wooden shed with 

an overhang, a one-story, side-gable shed made of concrete block and a single-bay garage 

clad in vertical beadboard and capped with a front-gable roof at the end of the property’s 

driveway. 

 

16. PHILLIPS ELEMENTARY SCHOOL WELL (1938) – Contributing Site 

A circular, subterranean well associated with the c. 1911 Phillips School survives in the 

front yard of No. 1743 Highway 41, located on the west side of Highway 41 near the corner 

of Parkers Island Road. The well was established when the school was relocated to the 

property for the creation of Highway 41 in 1938. The well was likely abandoned after the 

school’s closure in 1953 and has since been infilled with cement (see photo 75). 
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17. 2882A PARKERS ISLAND RD (1960s) - Originally a three-by-four bay, one-story 

bungalow that was expanded in 1987 to include an addition to the north elevation that 

featured additional living space and a two-bay garage. Today, the L-shaped brick dwelling 

contains a hipped roof. A full-width, triple-bay brick arcade along the primary (east) 

elevation was also added in 1987 and shields a central entry flanked by tripartite windows. 

Most of the windows contain six-over-six vinyl sash (see photo 82). 

 

18. 2882B PARKERS ISLAND RD (1960s) - One-story, three-by-four bay masonry 

bungalow with a front-gable, standing-seam metal roof. The primary (east) facade features 

a full-width pedimented portico supported by wooden posts. The portico shelters a primary 

central entry and a brick porch with a square wooden balustrade. The entry is flanked by 

two-over-two tripartite windows. Fenestration consist of one-over-one wooden sash (see 

photo 83). 

 

19. 2869 PARKERS ISLAND RD (1970) - mobile home clad in a brick veneer and capped 

with a side gable roof. An aluminum, full-width screened porch extends the primary (west) 

elevation. In 1980, homeowners added an attached, two-car brick garage to the north 

elevation, connected to the mobile home by an aluminum-clad hyphen with one-over-one 

windows fronted by iron grills.  

 

Non-contributing outbuilding: A single-bay shed was added to end of the driveway, north 

of the dwelling, in 1980. 

 

20. 2931 CANYON LN (1960s) – Originally a three-by-two bay brick Ranch with a hipped 

roof. A c. 1985 two-by-two bay addition extends from the primary (north) elevation and is 

fronted by a two-bay attached garage. All additions contain a hipped roof.  

 

Non-contributing outbuilding: A c. 2012, three-by-two bay detached garage with a 

hipped roof sits perpendicular to the attached garage along Canyon Lane. 

 

21. 2939 CANYON LN (1960s) - Brick bungalow with a side-gable roof. The historic core 

measures three-by-three bays. The front entry is centered on the north elevation and is 

capped by a protruding single-bay gabled portico supported by wooden posts. A two-by-

three bay c. 2002 addition extends from the west elevation and is capped by a hipped roof. 

All primary fenestration is flanked by paneled shutters that were added during the twenty-

first century alterations.  

 

Non-contributing outbuilding: A 1988 five-by-one bay detached garage erected of 

concrete block sits perpendicular to the dwelling. It features two central garage bays and a 

side gable roof. 

 

22. 1694 HIGHWAY 41 (1960s) - Three-by-five bay bungalow with a low-pitched, cross-

gable roof. Clad in vinyl, the building features a central protruding front-gabled portico at 

the primary (south) elevation and a full-width rear addition, both added in the late twentieth 
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century. A secondary entry is centered at the east elevation and features a similar protruding 

portico with a flanking multi-light picture window (see photo 58).  

 

23. 1655 SC 41 HWY (1960s) (1) - Three-by-five bay frame bungalow with a hipped roof. 

The dwelling was most likely refinished in the 1980s, at which time the partial-width 

portico over the primary (north) elevation’s centered front entry was likely added. The 

portico contains a flat roof and is supported by square columns on a solid porch balustrade.  

 

24. 1655 SC 41 HWY (1960s) (2) - Three-by-four bay, one-story structure constructed of 

concrete-block and capped with a front-gable roof. Exposed rafter tails are present at the 

structure’s southwest (rear) corner. A two-bay enclosed portico is offset at the primary 

(north) elevation and is also capped with a front-gable roof. Fenestration consists of two-

over-two wooden sash. Both dwellings are accessed by Isaiah Smalls Road (see photo 59). 

 

25. 1595 HIGHWAY 41 (1950) – Four-by-two mobile home with a brick veneer and capped 

with a standing-seam metal, side-gable roof. A two-by-one bay portico is centered at the 

primary (north) elevation and is enclosed with vertical clapboard. Windows contain one-

over-one aluminum sash. 

 

26. 1680 HIGHWAY 41 (1949-1953) – Originally a one-story, three-by-three bay concrete 

block bungalow. The second story was added by 1973. The dwelling now has a front gable 

roof and an upper story clad in clapboard. The eastern section of the historic core not 

capped by a second story has a shed roof. Windows consist of two-over-two wooden sash. 

A central portico at the primary (south) elevation covers the main entry and is supported 

by square brick columns. A Craftsman-inspired brick stoop fronts the main entry. 

According to oral histories, the dwelling was the first in the Phillips Community to have 

indoor plumbing at the time of its construction (see photo 60). 

 

27. 1672 HIGHWAY 41 (1965) - One-story Ranch house with an asphalt shingle cross gable 

roof. Measuring four-by-two bays, it is clad in vinyl and contains a recessed front porch on 

the eastern corner of the primary (south) elevation. All fenestration is paired and contains 

two-over-two aluminum sash. The dwelling contains a brick veneer water table. A partial-

width screen porch extends along the east elevation as well as a vinyl-clad addition raised 

on concrete-block piers at the rear (north) elevation. The house sits on a concrete block 

foundation and the addition sits on concrete block piers. 

 

28. 1642 HIGHWAY 41 (1960s) - Mobile home positioned perpendicular to public right-of-

way and obscured by surrounding vegetation. It is clad in vertical metal sheets and capped 

with a side-gable, standing-seam metal roof. A full-width screened portico stretches across 

the primary (south) elevation. The portico was most likely added after Hurricane Hugo in 

1989 and is capped with wooden-clad gable end. The porch is supported by wooden posts 

with angle brackets and outlined with a wooden balustrade atop a brick stoop. The structure 

replaced an earlier building that was present on the lot as early as the 1950s. 
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29. 2920 BENNETT CHARLES RD (1940s) - One-story, four-by-two bay concrete block 

bungalow with a side-gable asphalt shingle roof most likely constructed before the 

establishment of Bennett Charles Road. The gable ends are clad in clapboard. A single-bay 

portico centered at the primary (south) elevation caps the front entry and features a gabled 

pediment supported by decorative metal columns. A single-bay, full-length addition clad 

in plywood at the rear (north) elevation is capped with a shed roof and features a tripartite 

sliding window. Fenestration within the historic core contains brick sills and two-over two 

wooden sash (see photo 69). 

 

30. 2973 BENNETT CHARLES RD (1950s) - Three-by-two bay, one-story frame bungalow 

that was most likely erected before the establishment of Bennett Charles Road. Capped 

with a side-gable asphalt-shingle roof, the dwelling contains an exterior concrete block 

chimney centered at the east elevation. A screened in porch is centered at the primary 

(south) elevation and shields the front entry. All fenestration contains one-over-one 

aluminum sash. The building sits on low concrete block piers. The structure is positioned 

perpendicular to the street (see photo 70). 

 

31. HOUSE OF PRAYER PENTECOSTAL HOLINESS, 2929 BENNETT CHARLES 

RD (1970) - One-story, concrete block church with an asphalt-shingle, front-gable roof. 

The historic core measures three-by-four bays and contains a steel spire centered at the 

ridge. The gable end is clad in vertical beadboard. At the primary (west) elevation, a single-

bay, pedimented portico caps the front entry, which consists of double paneled doors, and 

is supported by wooden posts. Fenestration consists of six-over-six wooden sash windows. 

A three-by-two bay addition extends from the structure's north elevation, creating an 

overall L-shape footprint. A secondary entrance is offset at the west elevation. All windows 

in the addition reflect those in the historic core (see photo 71). 

 

32. 2928 BOBO RD (1950s) - Originally a three-by-three bungalow. The frame building is 

faced in vertical metal sheathing and features a side-gable, standing-seam metal roof. 

Several small frame additions were added to the structure in the 1960s and lastly in 2010. 

Each are clad in clapboard. Windows contain aluminum sash and the building sits on a 

raised foundation clad in lattice. Bobo Road was established along the path of the 

dwelling's original driveway (see photo 72). 

 

33. 1572 MAZIE COAXUM LANE (1955) - One-story, five-by-three bay wooden bungalow. 

The view of the property is significantly obstructed from the public right-of-way. Capped 

with a side gable roof, the structure is clad in vinyl and features a full-width porch at the 

primary (south) elevation. It sits on a raised foundation. 

 

34. 1572 MAZIE COAXUM LANE – BARN (1970s) - Behind the dwelling is a 1970s one-

and-one-half story frame barn capped with a front gable roof and large overhanging eaves. 

Clad in clapboard, the barn features a large central bay at the primary (south) elevation and 

a boarded auxiliary bay centered at the gable end. The building served as the barn of Ernest 

Martin, one of the only white families to settle in the Phillips Community during the 

midcentury. 
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Non-contributing outbuildings: A mobile home was recently positioned in the rear of the 

historic long farming lot and is not visible from the public right-of-way. Additionally, 

adjacent to the barn is a three-by-four bay rectangular c. 1975 engineering repair shop that 

belonged to the Martin family. The building is clad in plywood and metal sheathing and 

contains a front gable roof. The front entry is centered at the south elevation. Fenestration 

contains one-over-one vinyl sash. 

 

35. 1574 JOE ROUSE RD (1950s) – view significantly obstructed from the public right-of-

way. 

 

36. 2981 JOSEPH GLOVER RD (1970) - One-story, five-by-two bay Ranch house clad in 

clapboard and capped with a tiered, side-gable roof. The front entry is centered at the west 

(primary) elevation beneath a central portico. The portico is supported by turned wooden 

columns. All windows are six-over-six vinyl sash. The entire structure sits on a concrete 

foundation. A small addition was added to the rear (east) elevation in the 1990s. 

 

37. 1572 HIGHWAY 41 (1960s) - One-story, stucco Ranch house that now serves as a 

commercial structure. The structure's eastern half is the historic core, originally defined by 

an L-shaped floor plan with a cross-hipped roof. Between 1973 and 1983, a two-by-two 

bay addition extended the footprint west and as well as the hipped roof. A centered three-

bay addition was added to the primary (south) elevation with full-height, picture windows 

by 2007. Today, the building features two offset double glass door entries at the primary 

elevation and are fronted by a small wooden deck with a handicap-accessible ramp. The 

structure's aluminum awning windows were replaced in 2018 with one-over-one vinyl sash. 

 

Non-contributing outbuilding: 1980s two-bay detached garage/auxiliary structure for the 

business located at No. 1572 Highway 41. The masonry building is finished in stucco and 

is capped by a hipped roof. A single-bay addition at the west elevation was added in the 

1990s. 

 

38. 1569 JOE ROUSE RD (1960) - A three-by-three bay bungalow clad in clapboard and 

capped with a front-gable standing-steam metal room. Exposed rafter tails line the eaves 

and a partial-width, screened portico is offset at the primary (south) elevation. Windows 

consist of two-over-two wooden sash. 

 

39. 2994 CAUSEY RD (1970s) - Mobile home capped with a cross-gable roof and a gabled, 

partial-width portico centered at the primary (south) elevation. An attached carport extends 

from the southeast corner of the house. The dwelling is not visible from the public right-

of-way. 

 

 

40. THE BRIDGE (pre-1919) – Contributing Structure 

The Bridge spans Horlbeck Creek and is located at the base of Parkers Island Road at the 

settlement’s southern perimeter. It most likely follows the footprint of an eighteenth-
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century bank used by the Rutledge family for inland rice cultivation. By the early twentieth 

century, the bank was converted into a thoroughfare that connected Duck Pond Road on 

Parkers Island with the Phillips Community. Today, remnants of the original wooden dam 

structure may be extant among the various wooden piers that survive along the bridge. 

 

The Bridge is about fifteen feet wide and thirty feet long. It is made entirely of wood, 

featuring a truss system elevated on piers and clad in plywood. The Bridge, which served 

as one of the settlement’s primary points of access, is indicative of Phillips’ association 

with Parkers Island, also owned by the Horlbeck family, and where various Phillips farmers 

worked throughout the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. Several oral histories 

from current Phillips residents describe the physical connection to Parkers Island as 

profound and confirm that many original farmers moved from or were enslaved on Parkers 

Island before the Civil War and worked on the pecan groves and brick kilns during the 

postbellum period. Since its construction, the Bridge remains a community landmark, 

where residents swim, fish, and dock boats. 

 

In the 1990s, Parkers Island was under construction for the creation of Rivertowne, a five-

hundred-home golf community. Phillips Community members allowed construction teams 

to use the bridge for heavy equipment, hoping the Bridge would remain open after the 

development was complete. A golf course, however, was established on the Parkers Island 

side and developers eliminated Duck Pond Road, eradicating the use of the Bridge. 

Although in disrepair, the Bridge is still used as a meeting and recreational place for the 

Phillips Community members, but it no longer provides access to Parkers Island (see 

photos 2, 7, 11-13, 43-47) 

 

41. PARKERS ISLAND CEMETERY (38CH1032) (1870s-1950s) – Contributing Site 

Parkers Island Cemetery is situated at the southeastern tip of an approximately 850-acre 

island now occupied by a modern housing development known as Rivertowne. “The 

graveyard,” as the Phillips residents commonly refer to it, is located on an upland one-acre 

peninsula in an area called Parkers Island Cemetery Park and is bounded by saltwater 

marsh along the eastern banks of Horlbeck Creek. The graveyard is accessed by an elevated 

boardwalk near the intersection of Parkers Landing Road and Rivertowne Country Club 

Road. Historically, community members accessed the cemetery through the Bridge over 

Horlbeck Creek or by boat. After the deterioration of the Bridge in the late twentieth 

century, members of the Phillips Community must drive through the subdivision to access 

the burial ground. Its location along the waterfront represents African-influenced burial 

practices often seen in historically Black-occupied landscapes throughout the Charleston 

Lowcountry. Burials are arranged on an east-west axis, also typical of traditional Gullah 

burial practices. 

 

Parkers Island Cemetery was active from the late nineteenth century to the mid twentieth 

century and contains an unknown number of burials. Three stone markers survive and 

belong to Union veterans Benjamin Bennett and Daniel Jerman (1832-1901), both 

members of the 128th United States Colored Infantry, as well as John Ernest Watson (1896-

1918), who died at the age of twenty-two of pneumonia while enlisted at Camp Jackson 
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during World War I (see Figure 20). All are members of original Phillips farming families. 

Death records and oral histories from current residents confirm that at least that a dozen 

other Phillips residents are buried on the site, including fellow Union veteran and original 

Phillips farmer Samuel Scott (c. 1835-1926). The graveyard, although overgrown in many 

parts, is visited often, as evidenced by beads and religious objects at the gravesites, and is 

separated from the park with a half-height wooden fence. In 2022, six possible unmarked 

burials were identified in the property’s southeastern quadrant using ground penetrating 

radar (Figure 39). The burials flank the high ground and most likely predate the burials that 

are marked (see photos 52-57).  

 

42. GREATER GOODWILL AME CHURCH, 2818 N HIGHWAY 17 (1984) – 

Completed in 1984, the current one-story brick structure consists of two distinct sections: 

a one-story atrium fronting Highway 17 and a rear one-story semi-circular nave. The 

structure’s masonry is laid in a running bond. The atrium contains a front gable roof and is 

fronted by a full-height pedimented portico supported by Doric columns. The roof is 

capped with a central spire. Centrally located beneath the portico are dual entrances, each 

featuring fully-glazed aluminum double doors. The nave's elevation extends from the 

atrium's rear facade and features equidistant stained glass windows along the east elevation. 

The nave is capped with a flat membrane roof. A small, one-story addition was added to 

the nave's south elevation between 1989 and 1994 in the same design and aesthetic as the 

rest of the structure and a large childhood development and family life center facility was 

erected at the rear of the structure c. 2008. According to the structure's cornerstone, Greater 

Goodwill AME has gathered at this location since 1836. The current structure replaced a 

much smaller building that also fronted Highway 17 but was destroyed by fire and is 

included as a contributing resource as representing the significant role of religion in the 

traditional cultural history of the Phillips Community. 

 

43. GREATER GOODWILL AME CHURCH HISTORIC CEMETERY, 2818 N 

HIGHWAY 17 (early to mid 20th century) – Contributing Site 
The congregation’s oldest cemetery is situated within a square parcel at the property’s 

northeast corner. The cemetery flanks the property’s main drive to the north and is 

separated from Highway 17 by a retention pond and service road along the eastern 

boundary. The cemetery is comprised of burials laid on a north-south axis with stone 

markers, the earliest of which dates to the early 1930s. A group of oak trees are positioned 

within the center of the parcel and shade some of the oldest burials. Many graves are 

unmarked and are denoted by depressions in the soil. A single-lane paved road that serves 

as a secondary entrance grants access to the service road and bisects the cemetery. The road 

replaced a former church building in 1984. There are no vaults, tombs or mausoleums. The 

oldest section of the cemetery is likely north of the secondary entrance road. 
 

 

44. GREATER GOODWILL AME CHURCH CEMETERY, 2818 N HIGHWAY 17 

(1980s-present) – Contributing Site  
A cemetery for current burials sits directly west of the structure behind the property’s rear 

parking lot. The site is included as a contributing resource for its representation of the 
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religious values integral to the Phillips Community and for its continued use as a burial 

ground for Phillips families. The burials are laid in an east-west axis with stone markers 

with little space between each plot, making the current cemetery denser than the historic 

cemetery. There is no vegetation, nor are there vaults, tombs or mausoleums.  

 

45. OLIVE BRANCH AME CHURCH, 1734 N HIGHWAY 17, (1970) - Olive Branch 

AME Church is a one-story Gothic Revival-style brick structure and is included as a 

contributing resource as representing the significant role of religion in the traditional 

cultural history of the Phillips Community. It is capped with a front gable roof that features 

a central spire. At the primary (east) elevation, the main entry sits beneath a full-height, 

recessed pointed arch. The upper half of the arch is occupied by stained glass. Lancet 

windows with stained glass and tracery sit between equidistance masonry buttresses that 

line both the north and south elevations. A one-story masonry addition added in the late 

1970s extends from the structure's northwest corner and features openings beneath gothic 

arches.  

 

46. OLIVE BRANCH AME CHURCH CEMETERY, 1734 N HIGHWAY 17, (late 19th 

century-present) – Contributing Site 
The cemetery surrounds the current structure, bounding the building on the south, west and 

north elevations, and is included as a contributing resource for its continued use as a burial 

ground for Phillips families since the postwar period. It is comprised of burials mostly laid 

on an east-west axis with stone markers, the earliest of which dates to the 1880s. Many 

stones have toppled and cracked, including that of original Phillips farmer Charles Rouse 

(1846-1906). Large oaks are interspersed throughout the property and are mostly 

positioned along the cemeteries eastern boundary. A dirt road parallels the cemetery to the 

west and follows the rear property line, granting access to Mathis Ferry Road.  

 

47. RICE FIELDS AND PONDS (late 19th century)– Contributing Sites 

Five small rice ponds, potentially dating to the original Black settlement period of the 

1870s and 1880s, and one rice field, likely dating to the eighteenth century, were previously 

identified in cultural resources surveys of Phillips Community. Some have since been 

infilled for modern housing while others are not visible due to significant overgrowth. 

Remnants of a rice field survive along the marshes of original Lot 1 adjacent to the Park 

where evidence of a dam and canal were documented as early as the 1760s, and used by 

Phillips farmers. Remnants of interior rice ponds, also used by Phillips farmers, are located 

on Lot 19 behind No. 1727 Habersham Road, Lot 24 near the northwest corner of Isaiah 

Smalls Road and Highway 41, Lot 28 along the rear boundary of No. 2939 Bennett Charles 

Road and the southeast corner of Lot 32.  

 

 

48. GRIST MILLSTONE (Late 19thth Century/Early 20th Century) – Contributing 

Object 

According to oral histories, an older grist millstone is located in the rear of No. 1759 

Habersham Road and was believed to have been used by the Geddes family to process rice. 

 



United States Department of the Interior  
National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form  
NPS Form 10-900     OMB Control No. 1024-0018      

 
Phillips Community Historic District  Charleston, SC 
Name of Property                   County and State 

Section 7 page 17 
 

49. SWEETGRASS BASKET STANDS (Late 20th Century/Early 21st Century) – 

Contributing Structures 

Phillips Community has four open-air sweetgrass basket stands, all of which are located on 

the south side of Highway 41, and are included as contributing resources as representing 

the continued practice of sweetgrass basket making, an important craft in traditional Gullah 

culture. Stands survive within the front yards of No. 1707 Highway 41, No. 1735 Highway 

41, No. 1785 Highway 41 and No. 1837 Highway 41. All were erected in the traditional 

vernacular design of roadside sweetgrass basket stands in Charleston County: single-bay 

wooden structures capped with a shed roof supported by wooden posts at each corner. One 

stand does not retain a roof structure. Wooden planks stretch at partial height between the 

posts to create both counters and places to hang baskets. With the exception of the stand 

located at No. 1837 Highway 41, which is set back along the driveway, all stands are 

recessed approximately twenty-five feet from the public right-of-way (see photo 87-88). 

 

50. VEGETABLE/FRUIT STAND (Late 20th Century/Early 21st Century) – 

Contributing Structure 

One stand survives in front of No. 1785 Highway 41 bearing remnants of a decayed sign 

that once read “Nuts & Vegetables” and is included as a contributing resource for 

representing the continued agricultural practices within the Phillips Community. Four-by-

one bay, it is a rectangular open-air shed that sits parallel to Highway 41 and is constructed 

of wooden posts and a flat roof. The interior is sheathed in metal chain-link fencing. 

Vegetation covers much of the façade (see photo 88). 

 

NON-CONTRIBUTING RESOURCES 

There are 170 resources within the district boundaries that date to after 1972, including small 

modern housing developments and singular units within original farming lots. Most of the 

settlement’s dwellings, however, are inhabited by descendants of the original farmers and are 

mostly vernacular in style, which is typical of Mount Pleasant’s rural settlement communities. The 

ten non-contributing outbuildings located on otherwise contributing properties are noted above, 

while the remainder are identified and described in the table below. There is also a non-

contributing 18th century burial site which significantly predates the creation of Phillips and is not 

associated with its historic significance.  

 
NAME/ 

ADDRESS 

YEAR 

BUILT DESCRIPTION 

Rutledge Tomb 

(38CH1752) 

18th 

Century 

Non-Contributing Site. An eighteenth-century vaulted brick tomb, 

known as the “Rutledge Tomb,” survives along Highway 41 near the 

northwest corner of Joe Rouse Road. Covered by vegetation on a small 

knoll, the tomb associated with the Rutledge family who resided on 

Laurel Hill from the 1730s to 1802. 

2850 VIRGINIA 

ROUSE RD 
2002 

The five-by-two bay mobile home contains a side-gable roof with a 

cross gable centered at the primary (west) elevation above the entry. 

The structure features  six-over-six vinyl sash fronted by store windows 

and is raised on cinder block piers with a metal-clad base. 
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2865 VIRGINIA 

ROUSE RD 
2012 

The five-by-two bay mobile home is clad in vinyl and contains a side 

gable asphalt roof.  An offset cross gable caps the front entry at the 

west elevation. The dwelling's fenestration contains paired windows 

with one-over-one vinyl sash and is elevated with a lattice base. 

2875 VIRGINIA 

ROUSE RD 
2012 

A six-by-two bay mobile home with a side gable, asphalt roof. Like 

many others within the Phillips Community, the structure features an 

off-set cross gable above the front entry at the primary (west) elevation. 

The entry is accessed by a small wooden stoop. All fenestration is six-

over-six vinyl sash. The mobile home is elevated with sheet metal base. 

2852 OLIVER 

BROWN RD 
c. 1983 

Originally positioned near the northeast corner of Julius Robertson 

Road and Bennett Charles Road, this is a four-by-two bay mobile home 

relocated to this property by 1983. The structure sits parallel to the 

street and features a side-gable roof. The central entry is accessed by a 

small wooden deck. A small square, one-over-one aluminum sash 

window flanks the entry to the south. A tripartite window, in similar 

design, is positioned within the northernmost bay. A secondary entry is 

offset at the south elevation and also accessed by a small wooden deck. 

1790 HIGHWAY 

41 
c. 1985 

A five-bay wide mobile home with an attached two-bay garage. The 

structure is capped with a side-gable roof and is clad in vertical vinyl 

siding. A decorative wooden band outlines the top third of the facade. 

An off-center gabled portico protrudes from the primary (south) 

elevation and is supported by wooden posts. The front entry is centered 

beneath the portico and is flanked by a picture window and paired 

square windows. It is accessed by a raised deck on a masonry base. 

1778 HIGHWAY 

41 
1984 

A modified split-level brick dwelling measuring six-by-two bays. The 

eastern block is one-story and three-bay wide, featuring an enclosed 

garage within the eastern-most half. At the block's opposite end, the 

front entry is offset beneath the side-gable's overhang, which is 

supported by tapered wooden columns on brick bases. Capped with a 

front-gable roof and flanking the front entry, the western block 

measures two stories and is three-bays wide. All fenestration is nine-

over-nine vinyl sash. Along Highway 41, the property is lined with a 

partial-height ventilated brick fence with stucco entrance piers. 

1785 HIGHWAY 

41 
c. 2016 

A six-by-one bay mobile home with a side-gable roof clad in asphalt. 

The offset entrance sits beneath a tablet that is supported by square 

columns and features a central bracket. Windows, most of which are 

paired, consist of six-over-six vinyl sash. 

1777 HIGHWAY 

41 
c. 1980 

A five-by-two bay mobile home with a side-gable, asphalt roof. The 

building features a half-height brick veneer and an off-centered 

pedimented portico over the front entry at the north elevation. Windows 

contain two-over-two sash with the exception of a tripartite window 

that flanks the main entry. 

1755 HIGHWAY 

41 
c. 1980 

This five-bay mobile home replaced an earlier, 1970s mobile home. It 

features a side-gable, asphalt roof and a central entry. The entry is 

flanked on each side by six-over-six paired windows. 

2906 CANYON 

LN 
2021 

Replacing an early-twentieth century bungalow, a new dwelling is 

currently under construction. 
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2924 CANYON 

LN 
c. 2007 

A six-by-one mobile home clad in vinyl. It features a side-gable roof 

clad in asphalt with a central open pediment over the front entry. 

Windows are comprised of six-over-six vinyl sash. A brick veneer 

water table outlines the base of the structure. The property was 

occupied by a small bungalow as early as the 1950s. The bungalow was 

demolished by the late twentieth century. 

2918 CANYON 

LN 
2006 

One of the largest dwellings in the Phillips Community, this is a one-

and-one-half story McMansion with Colonial Revival design elements. 

Capped with an irregular cascading cross-hip roof and clad in a brick 

veneer, the structure measures four-bays wide, including a single-bay 

attached garage the protrudes from the western third of the facade, and 

outlined in quoins. A centered, two-story, single-bay tower is capped 

with a gross cable with cornice returns. A paired multi-light narrow 

window capped with a fanlight occupies the tower's first floor. The 

front entry flanks the tower to the east and is recessed beneath a gabled, 

brick-clad portico. All bays are outlined in a decorative soldier bond 

capped with a keystone. 

2827 OLIVER 

BROWN RD 
2000 

A one-story, triple-pile Ranch dwelling which measures three-by-five 

bays and was constructed with a brick veneer. Each block is capped 

with a side gable roof. The center block contains the front entry and is 

clad in vinyl. The entry centered beneath a post-supported, partial-

width porch. All fenestration is one-over-one vinyl sash. 

2828 OLIVER 

BROWN RD 
2000 

A one-story, four-bay wide masonry bungalow with a front gable roof. 

The stuccoed dwelling contains an offset, pedimented three-bay 

portico. All gable ends are clad in vinyl and all windows are paired, six-

over-six vinyl sash. 

2828 OLIVER 

BROWN RD 
1975 

A detached, two-bay masonry garage capped with a front-gable, 

standing-seam metal roof sits directly east of the main dwelling. 

1764 

HABERSHAM 

RD 

c. 1996 

A mobile home that sits in the interior of a former long farming lot and 

is not visible from the public right-of-way. 

1759 

HABERSHAM 

RD 

1985 

A one-story, six-bay-wide brick Ranch house with a side-gable asphalt 

roof. The dwelling is clad in vertical clapboard and features a central, 

three-bay wide recessed porch supported by turned columns. The front 

entry is centered beneath the portico. Windows are one-over-one vinyl 

sash. A one-story wooden shed in similar design sits directly south of 

the main dwelling. 

1760 

HABERSHAM 

RD 

1982 

A one-story, cinder-block structure built around a mobile home in 

1982. In 1988, the mobile home was pulled out and the six-by-two bay 

structure remained. The dwelling contains a side-gable asphalt roof 

with an off-centered gabled portico over the front entry at the primary 

(south) elevation. The portico is supported by decorative metal 

columns. Windows contain six-over-six vinyl sash with brick sills. 
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1754 

HABERSHAM 

RD 

c. 2016 

A large six-by-one mobile home capped with a side-gable, asphalt-

shingle roof. The front entry is offset at the primary (north) entry. 

Fenestration consists of one-over-one vinyl sash. The structure sits on a 

raised foundation clad in corrugated metal. This is the second mobile 

home to occupy the property. The previous mobile home replaced a 

midcentury dwelling that was destroyed by fire prior to 1983.  

2896 PARKERS 

ISLAND RD 
1992 

A two-story brick Colonial-style dwelling capped with a side-gable, 

asphalt roof. The building measures two-by-two bays and features an 

offset front entry beneath a single-bay, one-story portico. The entry is 

flanked by a multi-light bay window. There is an attached one-and-one-

half story, two-bay garage at the south elevation with two gables at the 

primary (east) elevation 

2881 PARKERS 

ISLAND RD 
1992 

Set back from the street and shielded by vegetation is a three-by-one 

bay frame bungalow with a side-gable, asphalt roof and is clad in board 

and batten siding. The dwelling features as off-set portico and contains 

one-over-one, aluminum-framed windows. The dwelling is raised on 

piers. 

2915 CANYON 

LN 
2012 

A six-by-two bay mobile home clad in vinyl with a side-gable roof. The 

front entry is centered at the west (primary) elevation and sheathed 

beneath a partial-width portico that was added in 2020. The portico is 

capped with a shed roof supported by turned columns. The mobile 

home contains six-over-six, shingle-hung vinyl sash. The  structure sits 

on a masonry pier foundation clad in corrugated metal. 

1729 HIGHWAY 

41 
c. 1996 

An approximately five-by-two bay mobile home with a small single-

bay addition at the rear (southeast) corner. The structure is completely 

hidden from the public-right-of way and sits within an open field that is 

also occupied by No. 1735 Highway 41. 

1728 HIGHWAY 

41 
c. 2008 

A five-by-one-bay mobile home with a side-gable roof clad in standing-

seam metal. The front entry is off-centered on the south elevation. A 

central, double-door entry has since been boarded. The mobile home 

contains four-over-four, vinyl-sash windows and features a bay window 

at the east elevation. A second mobile home was added to the property 

east of the main structure. It features a flat roof and measures four-by-

one bay with a central entry.  

1735 HIGHWAY 

41 

moved 

here in 

2002 

Originally located on Sullivan's Island, the small bungalow now known 

was moved to this property following its abandonment after Hurricane 

Hugo in 1989. The structure is not visible from the public-right-of way 

and sits within an open field that is also occupied by No. 1729 Highway 

41. 

1705 HIGHWAY 

41 
c. 2000 

A seven-by-two bay mobile home with a side gable roof clad in 

standing seam metal.  The front entry is centered at the south elevation 

and sits beneath an off-centered front gabled portico. All windows are 

six-over-six vinyl sash. The structure is raised and features a vinyl-clad 

base. 
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1707 HIGHWAY 

41 
c. 2010 

A two-by-three bay, one-story bungalow with a front gable roof clad in 

asphalt shingles. A full-width portico covers the off-set front entry at 

the north facade. A secondary entry is centered at the east elevation. All 

windows are six-over-six vinyl sash. The structure sits on masonry pier 

foundation. The property was previously occupied by a former small 

bungalow as early as the 1950s. 

1703 HIGHWAY 

41 
2012 

A five-by-two bay mobile home with a side-gable asphalt roof placed 

on the property in 2012. The property maintained small farming lots 

directly west of the structure until recently. The structure is clad in 

vinyl with a partial-width wood porch centered at the primary (north) 

elevation. The front entry is offset beneath the porch. Fenestration 

consists of one-over-one aluminum sash and the building sits on a 

masonry pier foundation clad in corrugated metal.   

1706 HIGHWAY 

41 
1975 

A one-story, masonry Ranch with a field-stone veneer. The building 

measured six-by-two bays and is capped with a low-pitch hipped roof 

with overhanging eaves. The easternmost bay at the south (primary) 

elevation is a single-bay attached garage. The building features a center 

portico supported by decorative metal columns. The garage is flanked 

with a bay window. All other fenestration contains one-over-one sash.   

1714 HIGHWAY 

41 
c. 2007 

A five-by-one mobile home placed here c. 2007. It contains a low, side 

gable roof and is clad in vertical vinyl sheets. A thin, simple cornice 

outlines the roofline. The front entry is off-set at the south (primary) 

elevation and is accessed by a small wooden stoop. Windows are one-

over-one metal sash. The home is elevated on cinder block piers.  

2927 CANYON 

LN 
c. 2012 

A one-story mobile home that most likely replaced an older bungalow 

or dwelling. The structure is five-by-two bays with a side gable roof 

featuring a cross gable over the central entry. It is clad in vinyl and 

raised on piers. The base is clad in vertical metal sheets. Windows 

consist of six-over-six vinyl sash.  

2935 CANYON 

LN 
2003 

Set back from the street is a one-story dwelling constructed on a 

concrete block foundation. Clad in vinyl, the dwelling measures three-

by-five bays and is capped with a hipped roof. All fenestration is paired 

and contains one-over-one vinyl sash. The northeast corner is clipped 

and contains the dwelling's front entry. A full-width wood deck spans 

the east elevation. 

2943 CANYON 

LN 
c. 2000 

A six-by-two bay mobile home with a side-gable asphalt-shingle roof. 

Clad in vinyl, the structure has two off-set entrances, both accessed by 

wooden stoops, at the primary (west) elevation. The northern entry is 

capped with a portico that has a shed roof supported by wooden posts 

and contains a double, sliding-glass door. The eastern entry is a shingle 

bay fronted by a screen door. All fenestration is one-over-one vinyl 

sash. There are no openings along structure's side elevations. The 

mobile home sits on a raised pier foundation clad in vertical metal 

siding. 
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1690 HIGHWAY 

41 
c. 1997 

A mobile home was placed on this property between 1995 and 1999. 

Today, the mobile home measures eight-by-two bays and is clad in 

brick veneer added in c. 2007. It is capped with a side-gable asphalt 

roof and contains a centered cross gable atop the front entry at the south 

elevation. The entry is capped by a protruding gabled hood and is 

accessed by a square balustraded porch atop a brick base.  

1685 HIGHWAY 

41 

late 

1990s 

A one-story, six-by-two bay mobile home clad in vinyl and placed on 

the property in the late 1990s. It contains a side gable roof with a cross 

gable centered at the primary (north) elevation. The front entry is off-

centered beneath the cross gable and is accessed by a small brick stoop. 

All fenestration features six-over-six sash. The mobile home sits on a 

brick base added in 2017. 

1685 A 

HIGHWAY 41 
c. 2016 

A five-by-two bay mobile home clad in vinyl and capped with a side 

gable roof. The front entry is offset at the primary (north) elevation. A 

second entry is centered at the rear (south) elevation and is front with a 

small porch with a shed roof.  Fenestration consists of six-over-six 

vinyl sash. The structure sits on a pier foundation with a brick veneer 

and was moved to its current location to accommodate a new street, 

Bent Oak Road, in 2019.  

1693 HIGHWAY 

41 
2010 

A one-story, four-by-two bay mobile home that was placed on the 

property in 2010. Clad in vinyl, the mobile home is capped with a side-

gable roof and is accessed by an off-center door at the east (side) 

elevation. The door is within a full-width screened porch that is also 

beneath the gabled roof.  Windows are six-over-six vinyl sash. 

1691 HIGHWAY 

41 
2017 

A one-story, five-by-two bay mobile home that was placed on the 

property in 2017. Clad in vinyl, the mobile home is capped with a side-

gable roof and is accessed by a door centered at the north (primary) 

elevation. The door sits beneath a partial-width portico support by 

wooden posts. Windows are one-over-one vinyl sash. The mobile home 

sits atop a masonry pier foundation clad in lattice.. 

2828 PARKERS 

ISLAND RD 
2007 

A six-by-two bay mobile home fronting the marshes of Horlbeck 

Creek. It contains a side-gable roof and a single-bay, protruding 

screened portico centered at the primary (south) elevation. Clad in vinyl 

and featuring one-over-one windows, the structure sits on a raised on 

cinder block foundation and is not visible from any public right-of-way. 

2824 PARKERS 

ISLAND RD 
2007 

A mobile home in a similar design as No. 2828 Parkers Island Road. 

Situated perpendicular to the marsh, it also contains an offset screened 

porch at the east elevation along Parkers Island Road. It is raised on a 

pier foundation with a lattice base. 

2825 PARKERS 

ISLAND RD 
c. 2008 

A seven-by-two bay mobile home placed here after 2007. Capped by a 

low-pitched, side-gable roof and clad in vinyl, the structure features an 

off-set front entry at the primary (east) elevation. The entry is accessed 

by a large wooden deck. Most fenestration is six-over-six vinyl sash 

with the exception of one window flanking the front entry with one-

over-one vinyl sash. The structure is raised significantly from the 

ground on concrete block piers. 
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1723 

HABERSHAM 

RD 

c. 1985 

A mobile home clad in vertical plywood that is significantly obstructed 

by vegetation. The side gable roof is sheathed in metal. A partial-width 

portico supported by wooden posts is centered at the primary (north) 

elevation and shields the front entry. Fenestration consists of two-over-

two sash. The structure sits on a concrete-block foundation. 

1727 

HABERSHAM 

RD 

1990 

A one-story dwelling not visible from the public right-of-way. 

2835 PARKERS 

ISLAND RD 
2012 

Place on the property by 2012, the six-by-two bay mobile home sits 

perpendicular to the street and features a side gable, asphalt roof with a 

centered gross able over the primary (east) elevation's main entry. It is 

clad in vinyl and raised on a pier foundation that is clad in metal 

sheathing. A secondary entrance is centered on the north elevation 

facing the public right-of-way. Both entries are accessed by a small 

wood porch. 

2859 PARKERS 

ISLAND RD 

1973-

1983 

A six-by-two bay brick Ranch house. Featuring a side-gable roof, the 

one-story dwelling contains a gabled portico centered at the primary 

(west) elevation supported by Doric columns. Beneath the portico is an 

off-centered front entry flanked by a tripartite window. The portico is 

accessed by a small brick stoop with curved brick stairs. A similar 

gabled portico is located at the facade's northwest corner and shields a 

secondary entry. A two-by-two bay brick addition was added to the 

structure's southeast corner at the rear (east) elevation in 2018. 

2841 PARKERS 

ISLAND RD 

1973-

1983 

A one-story, three-by-three bay bungalow with a hipped roof and 

constructed of concrete block. A partial-width portico is offset at the 

primary (north) elevation and is supported by large square wooden 

columns. The front entry is centered at the primary elevation beneath 

the portico. Fenestration consists of one-over-one wooden sash with 

brick sills. 

2847 PARKERS 

ISLAND RD 

1983-

1987 

A five-by-one-bay mobile home clad in aluminum sheathing with a 

side-gable roof. A three-bay wide screened porch is centered at the 

primary (north) elevation with a solid plywood balustrade. The 

structure sits on a concrete-block foundation. 

2857 PARKERS 

FERRY RD 

1989-

1994 

A large seven-by-one bay mobile home clad in vertical metal siding 

with a side-gable roof. The structure features an offset screened portico 

that shields the front entry and is supported by wooden posts with angle 

brackets. A wooden balustrade outlines the portico's brick stoop. It sits 

on a raised foundation clad in a brick veneer. 

1651 HIGHWAY 

41 
2018 

A three-bay mobile home with a side-gable, standing-seam metal roof. 

Clad in vinyl, the structure sits parallel to the street and contains an off-

center sliding glass door at the primary (north) elevation flanked by 

one-over-one windows. The primary elevation is fronted by a wooden 

deck. The mobile home sits on cinder-block piers. A c. 2018 

rectangular garage sits adjacent to the mobile home and is also parallel 

to the street. The garage is clad in vertical corrugated metal and sits 

atop cinder-block piers.  
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2897 ISAIAH 

SMALLS RD 
2007 

A one-story, five-by-three bay dwelling clad in vinyl siding. The 

dwelling is capped with a hipped roof and contains a center cross-gable 

over the primary (west) elevation. The gable caps a three-bay wide 

portico and a centered front entry. The building sits on a cinder block 

foundation. 

1667 HIGHWAY 

41 

1989-

1994 

This building technically lies on the west side of Isaiah Smalls Road 

and is a four-bay wide L-shaped masonry dwelling with a hip and 

valley roof. The primary (east) facade contains a front entry at the 

central corner. All fenestration consists of six-over-six metal sash and is 

paired. The north, longest elevation features a two-bay-wide garage at 

the northeast corner. The building sits on a raised foundation. 

3026 ISAIAH 

SMALLS RD 
2009 

Consisting a T-shape floor plan, this is a one-story Ranch house with an 

intersecting hipped roof. Measuring seven-by bays, the dwelling 

features an offset entry at the primary (east) elevation that is shielded 

beneath a single-bay gabled portico. The portico is supported by Doric 

columns. A two-bay garage is attached to the dwelling's north 

elevation.  

2810 PENDERS 

BLVD 

1989-

1994 

Placed on the property in the early 1990s, this is a five-by-two bay 

mobile home with a side gable roof. The front entry is centered at the 

east elevation and is capped with a shallow, open cross gable. The entry 

is accessed from a small wooden stair. The mobile home is raised on a 

pier foundation. 

2804 PENDERS 

BLVD 
1979 

Positioned at the foot of Penders Blvd. and along Horlbeck Creek, this 

is a two-story, five-by-two bay Colonial Revival-style dwelling with 

side gable, standing-seam metal roof. Constructed of brick, the 

dwelling contains a protruding, two-story portico centered at the north 

(primary) elevation that is capped with a pediment. The pediment is 

supported Doric columns. Fenestration is defined by full-height 

windows with six-over-six sash. A one-story, three-bay wide attached 

garage fronted by formal fenestration extends from the east elevation. 

The dwelling is positioned on raised masonry basement. 

1609 HIGHWAY 

41 
1968 

A former Ranch home now a commercial building, My Mother's 

Keeper Assisted Living. It has a front gable asphalt shingle roof with a 

covered front porch entrance with stairs and a ramp. An attached 

former two-car garage is now infilled with a pair of French doors. 

There are three one-over-one windows and one thing horizontal four-

pane window. The front door is centered. 

1605 HIGHWAY 

41 
1985 

Clad in stucco, this is a masonry Ranch house home with a side-gable 

asphalt shingle roof that caps an L-shaped floor plan. The front 

entrance is centered at the primary (north) elevation and recessed 

beneath the eaves. The eaves are supported by decorative metal 

columns. A tripartite window flanks the entry to the east. All other 

fenestration features two-over-two vinyl sash. A single-bay carport 

extends from the east elevation.  
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1588 JOE 

ROUSE 
2007 

Erected in 2007, the one-story brick dwelling was designed with Neo-

colonial elements and contains a cascading hipped roof. A cross gable 

extends from the structure's southeast corner of the primary facade and 

caps a one-and-one-half story, two-bay attached garage with paired 

windows. Featuring a running bond, the structure has a recessed central 

entry supported by Doric columns that sit atop a brick stoop. The front 

entry contains etched sidelights and a fanlight. An offset cross gable 

flanks the entry to the west and contains a vinyl Palladian window. All 

other fenestration is paired with six-over-six vinyl sash and capped by a 

soldier course. 

1590 JOE 

ROUSE RD 
1986 

A one-story, five-by-two bay mobile home positioned perpendicular to 

Joe Rouse Road. Clad in faux-wood vinyl, the structure contains a side-

gable roof and two points of entry: a central entrance fronted by a small 

wooden stair at the east elevation and an offset entry capped with a 

single-bay portico at the west elevation. Fenestration consists of one-

over-one aluminum sash. The structure sits on a concrete block 

foundation. 

1608 HIGHWAY 

41 
1990 

A one-story, six-by-one bay mobile home positioned perpendicular to 

Highway 41. Clad in corrugated metal, the structure is capped with 

side-gable roof. A screened portico is offset at the west elevation and 

features half-height plywood paneling. Fenestration consists of one-

over-one aluminum sash. The structure sits on a concrete block 

foundation face in lattice. 

2959 ELIJAH 

SMALLS RD 
2005 

A five-by-five bay Colonial Revival-style dwelling significantly hidden 

from the public right-of-way. Capped with a hipped roof, the structure 

is clad in vinyl and contains a two-story attached garage at the east 

elevation with a jerkinhead side-gable roof. The attached garage 

features a shingle dormer on each slope. A central entry at the primary 

(south) elevation sits beneath a full-length, one-story porch. 

2928 ELIJAH 

SMALLS LN 
2005 

A one-story, Neocolonial-style dwelling measuring six-by-three bays 

with a cross-gable roof. At the primary (east) elevation, the center of 

the dwelling is recessed beneath the eaves and contains an entrance 

porch with an offset front entry. The recessed porch is flanked by cross 

gables containing paired nine-over-nine vinyl sash windows. 

1660 HIGHWAY 

41 
1981 

A brick, six-by-two bay Suburban Upright and Wing-style dwelling. 

Both sections are capped with a side gable roof and feature a multi-

color running brick bond. The eastern half of the dwelling's main one-

story core contains a recessed primary entrance porch supported by 

wooden posts and adjacent to the transition into the wing. The porch is 

flanked to the west by a tripartite window. The two-story wing extends 

from the east elevation and contains a two-bay garage at the ground 

floor.  All windows are one-over-one aluminum sash. 

1648 HIGHWAY 

41 
1994 

A six-by-two bay Ranch house with a side-gable asphalt shingle roof 

and clad in vinyl siding. At the primary (south) elevation, an offset 

cross gable capped a single-bay recessed entrance enclave. All 

fenestration is paired with six-over-six vinyl sash. The structure is 

raised and features a brick-veneer water table. 
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1636 HIGHWAY 

41 
c. 1980 

Set back significantly from Highway 41, this is a mobile home not 

visible from the public right-of-way. The structure measures five-by-

two bays and contains a side-gable roof with an offset cross gable that 

caps a portico at the primary (south) elevation.  

2926 BENNETT 

CHARLES RD 
2008 

A six-by-two bay mobile home with an asphalt-shingle, side-gable roof 

and clad in vinyl siding. At the primary (east) facade, two accent bays 

are capped with cross gables and clad in shingle siding. All fenestration 

contains six-over-six vinyl sash with some paired at the primary 

elevation. An offset entry is fronted by a wooden deck. The raised 

foundation is concealed with corrugated metal. 

2938 BENNETT 

CHARLES RD 
1989 

A five-by-two bay brick, Ranch house capped with an asphalt shingle 

cross-gabled roof. The dwelling contains a single-bay attached garage 

and a central recessed entry with double paneled doors. Atop the entry, 

an offset cross gable occupies the southern half of the dwelling. The 

entry is accessed via a small brick stoop with an iron balustrade. All 

fenestration is paired, single-bay sliding windows and features brick 

sills.   

2962 BENNETT 

CHARLES RD 
2014 

A six-by-two bay mobile home with a side-gable asphalt shingle roof 

and clad in vinyl. A shallow cross-gable is centered at the primary 

(east) elevation and caps an offset recessed entry and an accent bay 

with a rusticated veneer. All windows contain six-over-six vinyl sash. 

Two offset bays in the structure's northern half are paired. The structure 

is raised and the foundation is sheathed in vertical corrugated metal. 

The main entry is accessed through a small wooden deck. 

2970 BENNETT 

CHARLES RD 
1985 

A six-by-two bay Ranch house clad in vinyl and capped with a side-

gable roof. Centered at the primary (east) elevation is a gabled, two-

bay-wide portico that was enclosed between 2007 and 2011. Entry into 

the dwelling is accessed via a shingle door at the portico's north 

elevation. Most fenestration is two-over-two vinyl sash with a few 

small sliding transoms at the primary and side elevations. The building 

sits on a masonry foundation. A detached single-bay garage was 

recently demolished at the property's southwest corner. 

2982 BENNETT 

CHARLES RD 
2007 

A two-and-one-half story brick McMansion with an asphalt-shingle 

cascading hipped roof. The building measures five-by-four bays with a 

two-car attached garage extending from the south elevation. Brick is 

laid in the running bond and the main core of the dwelling is outlined in 

brick quoins. Two dormers are centered at the primary (east) elevation 

and are flanked by two cross hips. Segmental arched windows are 

centered below each cross hip and within the second-floor's central bay. 

Each are capped an eyebrow window hood that extends into the 

roofline. A one-story portico with a balustraded parapet is centered at 

the primary elevation and covers the centered front entry. It is 

supported by Doric columns. Windows contain six-over-six vinyl sash 

and are paired at the first story. All windows are capped with a jack 

arches and a keystone. The building sits on a raised foundation denoted 

by a decorative soldier course. The roof and dormers of the attached 

garage reflect that of the main dwelling. 
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2985 BENNETT 

CHARLES RD 
2021 

A one-story, two-by-one bay auxiliary structure that recently replaced a 

late-twentieth century mobile home and is cad in corrugated metal. 

2981 BENNETT 

CHARLES RD 
1985 

A two-and-one-half story brick McMansion with an asphalt-shingle 

cascading hipped roof. The building measures five-by-four bays with a 

two-car attached garage extending from the south elevation. Brick is 

laid in the running bond and the main core of the dwelling is outlined in 

brick quoins. Two dormers are centered at the primary (east) elevation 

and are flanked by two cross hips. Segmental arched windows are 

centered below each cross hip and within the second-floor's central bay. 

Each are capped an eyebrow window hood that extends into the 

roofline. A one-story portico with a balustraded parapet is centered at 

the primary elevation and covers the centered front entry. It is 

supported by Doric columns. Windows contain six-over-six vinyl sash 

and are paired at the first story. All windows are capped with a jack 

arches and a keystone. The building sits on a raised foundation denoted 

by a decorative soldier course. The roof and dormers of the attached 

garage reflect that of the main dwelling. 

2975 BENNETT 

CHARLES RD 
1999 

A six-by-two bay mobile home with a side-gable asphalt shingle roof 

and clad in vinyl. An off-center, shallow cross gable caps the front 

entrance at the primary (west) elevation and an accent bay with a paired 

window that is topped by a curved hood. The accent bay is clad in vinyl 

board and batten. Fenestration contains one-over-one vinyl sash. The 

structure sits on a raised foundation that is sheathed in corrugated 

metal. 

2939 BENNETT 

CHARLES RD 
1990s 

A six-by-three bay mobile home with cross-gable, asphalt-shingle roof. 

Clad in vinyl, the structure contains an offset gabled portico that 

extends from the primary (west) elevation. The portico shields the front 

entry and is supported by wooden posts. Fenestration consists of one-

over-one vinyl sash. The structure is elevated in CMU block piers. The 

foundation was sheathed in plywood between 2011 and 2015.  

2919 BENNETT 

CHARLES RD 
2008 

Replacing an early-twentieth century bungalow, this is a one-story 

Ranch house with a side-gable roof.  Clad in vinyl, the building 

measures four-by-two bays and features a recessed front entry off-

centered beneath the primary (west) elevation's eaves. Within the 

entrance porch, the eaves are supported by wooden posts. Windows are 

six-over-six vinyl sash and are paired. The building sits on a low 

masonry-clad foundation. Half-height stuccoed brick piers line the 

property boundaries along the public right-of-way and date to the 

former homestead. 

2959 BENNETT 

CHARLES RD 
c. 1990s 

A five-by-two bay mobile home clad in vinyl. It is capped with a side-

gable, asphalt-shingle roof. The offset front entry at the primary (west) 

elevation is topped with a vented open gable and flanked by paired 

windows. All fenestration is nine-over-nine vinyl sash, with the 

exception of one bay at the facade's northwest corner, and most are 

paired. The entry is accessed through a brick deck. The entire structure 

is elevated on a masonry foundation.  

2959 BENNETT 

CHARLES RD 
c. 1990s 

A small auxiliary shed sits southeast of the dwelling along the rear 

property line. 
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3009 JULIUS 

ROBERTSON 

RD 

2003 

A six-by-two bay mobile home added to the property in 2003. The 

structure is clad in vinyl siding and features a side gable roof with a 

central, overlapping gable added a few years after construction. The 

center gable's eaves extend over the front entry at the primary (north) 

elevation to create a portico. The portico is supported by Doric columns 

and lined with a turned balustrade. Fenestration contains six-over-ix 

vinyl sash. The structure sits on an elevated foundation clad in a brick 

veneer. Between 2006 and 2009, an attached, two-story garage was 

added to the east elevation and maintains the same design and materials 

as the rest of the structure. 

2979 BOBO RD c. 2000 

A five-by-two, one-story Ranch home with a side-gable roof and clad 

in vinyl. An offset overlapping side-gable caps the front entry and 

flanking paired windows. The gable's overhanging eaves creates a 

balustraded portico, which is supported by Doric columns. Windows 

consist of six-over-six vinyl sash. The dwelling sits on a raised 

foundation with a masonry veneer. 

2975 BOBO RD 2002 

A four-by-two bay mobile home with a cross-gable roof and clad in 

vinyl. The two-bay-wide center cross gable caps the structure's front 

entry at the west elevation and is support by wooden posts. The front 

entry is access through a small wooden deck with a square balustrade. 

Also beneath the portico is a bay window. All fenestration is one-over-

one aluminum sash. The building sits on a raised foundation clad in 

corrugated metal. 

2971 BOBO RD 2016 

This six-by-two bay, vinyl-clad mobile home replaced an older mobile 

home in 2016. The structure features a side-gable roof with a central 

cascading pediment over the front entry at the primary (west) elevation. 

Offset beneath the pediment are paired windows. All fenestration is six-

over-six vinyl sash. The structure sits on an elevated foundation clad in 

metal sheathing.  

2969 BOBO RD 2007 

A one-story, three-by-three bay bungalow clad in vinyl. Capped with a 

front-gable roof, the dwelling features an offset gabled portico that caps 

the central front entry at the primary (west) elevation. The portico is 

supported by square posts and is outlined with a balustrade containing 

square spindles. The front entry is flanked by paired fenestration to the 

north beneath the portico and a small square window to the south. All 

windows contain six-over-six vinyl sash. The building sits on pier 

foundation. 

2963 BOBO RD 2007 

A one-story, four-by-two bay bungalow with a side-gable roof. Clad in 

vinyl, the dwelling features a central gabled portico that protrudes from 

the primary (west) elevation and is supported by wooden posts. All 

windows contain six-over-six vinyl sash. The building sits on pier 

foundation. 
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2955 BOBO RD 2007 

A one-story, three-by-three bay bungalow clad in vinyl. Capped with a 

front-gable roof, the dwelling features a full-width portico beneath the 

eaves at the primary (west) elevation. The portico is supported by 

wooden posts and outlined with a balustrade with square spindles. A 

central entry is flanked by paired fenestration to the north beneath the 

portico and a small square window to the south. All windows contain 

six-over-six vinyl sash. The building sits on pier foundation. 

2953 BOBO RD 2008 

A one-story brick Suburban Minimal Traditional-style dwelling with 

hipped roof.  The dwelling's core measures three-by-three bays and 

features cross gables at the primary (west) elevation flanking the central 

entry. A two-bay attached garage is also capped with a gable end and 

extends from the structure's northwest corner. A shingle window 

occupies the gable end. The front entry is recessed beneath the eaves 

and flanked by sidelights. All fenestration is paired, with the exception 

of the garage's gable and contain nine-over-nine vinyl sash. All 

openings are capped with a jack arch and keystone. The building sits on 

a raised foundation containing equidistant vents. The front entry is 

accessed by a brick stoop lined with a wooden balustrade.  

2951 BOBO RD 2006 

A one-story, square bungalow clad in vinyl and capped with a front-

gable roof. The front entry is centered at the west (primary) elevation 

beneath an offset portico. The portico is supported by wooden posts. 

All windows are six-over-six vinyl sash. The entire structure is raised 

on concrete-block piers. 

2945 BOBO RD 2006 

A one-story, rectangular bungalow clad in vinyl and capped with a 

side-gable roof. The front entry is centered at the west (primary) 

elevation beneath a central portico. The portico is supported by wooden 

posts. All windows are six-over-six vinyl sash. The entire structure is 

raised on concrete-block piers. 

2939 BOBO RD 2006 

A one-story, three-by-two bay Ranch house clad in vinyl and capped 

with a tiered, side-gable roof. The front entry is offset at the west 

(primary) elevation beneath a central portico. The portico is supported 

by wooden posts. All windows are six-over-six vinyl sash. The entire 

structure is raised on concrete-block piers. 

2933 BOBO RD 2006 

A one-story, square bungalow clad in vinyl and capped with a hipped 

roof. The front entry is centered at the west (primary) elevation beneath 

a full-width portico. The portico is supported by wooden posts. All 

windows are six-over-six vinyl sash. The entire structure is raised on 

concrete-block piers. 

2925 BOBO RD 2003 

A five-by-two bay mobile home with a cross-gable asphalt shingle roof 

and clad in vinyl siding. The front entry is centered at the west 

elevation. Fenestration to the entry's north are paired. All windows are 

six-over-six vinyl sash. 

2915 BOBO RD 2000 

A one-story Ranch house capped with a steep, tiered side-gable roof 

and clad in vinyl. The front entry is offset beneath the dwelling's 

overhanging eaves, which creates a partial-width portico. The portico is 

supported by wooden posts. The building features six-over-six vinyl 

sash and sits on a raised foundation. 
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2916 BOBO RD c. 1996 

A five-by-two bay mobile home with a cross-gable asphalt shingle roof 

and clad in vinyl siding. The front entry is centered at the north 

elevation beneath a gabled portico. The portico features half-timbering 

detail and is supported by wooden posts. All windows are six-over-six 

vinyl sash. The building sits on a raised masonry foundation. 

2920 BOBO RD 2008 

A four-by-two bay mobile home that sits perpendicular to Bobo Road 

and capped with a side-gable roof. The front entry is offset at the 

structure's northeast corner of the primary (north) elevation and is 

shielded by a partial-width portico. The portico is capped with a 

shallow hipped roof and is supported by wooden posts. The windows 

consist of one-over-one aluminum sash and the building sits on a raised 

foundation. 

2924 BOBO RD 1996 

A five-by-two bay mobile home with side gable roof. Like its neighbor, 

it also sits perpendicular to Bobo Road. The building is clad in vertical 

corrugated metal. The front entry is offset at the primary elevation and 

is accessed via a wooden deck. All fenestration contains one-over-one 

aluminum sash. The structure sits on a raised concrete-block 

foundation. 

2932 BOBO RD 2009 

A one-story, square bungalow clad in vinyl and capped with a front-

gable roof. The front entry is centered at the east (primary) elevation 

beneath a full-width, screened portico. The portico is supported by 

wooden posts and capped with a shed roof. All windows are six-over-

six vinyl sash, with the exception of awning windows along the side 

elevations. The entire structure sits on a raised foundation. 

2936 BOBO RD 2002 

A two-story, two-by-three bay Suburban Upright and Wing-style 

dwelling with a hipped roof and two-story gabled wing that protrudes 

from the primary (east) elevation. The front entry is offset beneath a 

portico at the primary elevation. The portico is supported by square 

decorative wooden columns and is capped with a shed roof. All 

fenestration is paired and contains six-over-six vinyl sash. The 

buildings sits on a raised masonry foundation. 

2940 BOBO RD 1999 

A two-story Suburban Upright and Wing-style dwelling with a side-

gable roof. An L-shaped footprint is established through a two-story 

front-gabled garage wing that protrudes from the primary (east) 

elevation. The front entry is centered beneath an overhanging second 

story at the primary elevation, along the wing's south elevation. The 

portico is supported by vinyl-clad square columns.  All fenestration 

contains six-over-six vinyl sash with paired windows at the primary 

elevation. The buildings sits on a raised masonry foundation. 

2944 BOBO RD 1995 

A four-by-five mobile home that replaced an earlier mobile home in 

1995. Positioned perpendicular to the street and clad in vinyl, the 

structure is capped with a low-sloped, side-gable roof and features an 

offset, three-bay portico at the primary (east) elevation. The portico is 

enclosed in vinyl and features the primary entry. A gable roof of similar 

style caps the portico. Windows consist of one-over-one vinyl sash. The 

structure sits on a cinder-block pier foundation. 
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2948 BOBO RD 2005 

A four-by-two bay, one-and-one-half story Suburban Cape Cod-style 

dwelling clad in vinyl. The side-gable roof features three equidistant 

dormers along the primary (east) slope. The front entry is centered 

beneath a partial-width portico. The portico is capped with a shed roof 

and is supported by square columns clad in vinyl. All fenestration is 

nine-over-nine vinyl sash. Windows along the first story are paired. The 

building sits on a raised masonry foundation. According to Phillips 

Community residents, this property contained an old well that was 

infilled during the 2005 construction. 

2952 BOBO RD 2004 

A four-by-two mobile home capped with a side-gable roof and clad in 

vinyl. The main entry is centered at the south elevation, perpendicular 

to Bobo Road and is shielded beneath a full-width, gabled portico. The 

structure's windows are square and contain six-over-six vinyl sash. The 

building sits on a masonry foundation. 

2956 BOBO RD 2014 

A one-story, rectangular bungalow clad in vinyl and capped with a 

front-gable roof. The front entry is centered at the east (primary) 

elevation beneath a full-width, gabled portico. The portico is screened 

and supported by wooden posts. All windows are one-over-one vinyl 

sash. The entire structure is raised on concrete-block piers. 

2962 BOBO RD 2008 

A one-story, rectangular bungalow clad in vinyl and capped with a 

front-gable roof. The gable end extends over a screened portico at the 

primary (east) elevation. The structure's front entry is centered beneath 

the gable end. The gable end is supported by wooden posts. All 

windows are one-over-one vinyl sash. The entire structure is raised on 

concrete-block piers. 

2968 BOBO RD 2008 

A one-story, rectangular bungalow clad in vinyl and capped with a 

front-gable roof. The front entry is off-centered at the east (primary) 

elevation beneath a full-width, screened portico. The portico is capped 

with a hipped roof and supported by wooden posts. All windows are 

one-over-one vinyl sash. The entire structure is raised on concrete-

block piers. 

3037 JULIUS 

ROBERTSON 

RD 

2001 

A mobile home that is not visible from the public right-of-way. It 

contains a side-gable roof and partial-width porch at the northwest 

corner of the north elevation. 

1572 JOE 

ROUSE RD 
1984 

A Ranch house and is significantly obstructed from the public right-of-

way. It is capped with an asphalt shingle front gable roof and is clad in 

vinyl siding.  A full-width porch stretches the primary (south) 

elevation. 

2982 JOSEPH 

GLOVER RD 
1979 

A one-story, four-by-two bay bungalow clad in vinyl. It is capped with 

a side-gable roof. The front entry is off-centered and recessed at the 

primary (east) elevation. All windows are six-over-six vinyl sash. 

Fenestration within the north half of the primary elevation is paired. 

The building sits on a raised masonry foundation. A small addition was 

added to the rear (west) elevation in the 1990s. 
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2995 JOSEPH 

GLOVER RD 
1985 

A one-story, L-shaped, Ranch-styled dwelling with a cross gable 

asphalt shingle. Clad in clapboard, the structure's front entry is beneath 

a full-width porch that spans the west facade along the interior of the 

elongated elevation. The fenestration is paired with vinyl sash. A one-

story rectangular addition was added to the northwest corner of the 

north (rear) elevation in the 1990s. According to Phillips Community 

residents, this property was formerly occupied by an old overseer's 

dwelling that was demolished during the midcentury.  

3005 JOSEPH 

GLOVER RD 
c. 1991 

A four-by-two bay mobile home with a low-pitched gable roof and is 

positioned at the rear of an original long farming lot. The front entry is 

off-centered along the south (primary) elevation and is accessed by a 

small wooden deck. The structure is not visible from the public right-

of-way. 

2985 JOSEPH 

GLOVER RD 
c. 1985 

This building is not visible from the public right-of-way. 

1578 JOE 

ROUSE RD 
c. 2010 

A four-by-one bay mobile home with a side-gable roof and clad in 

vinyl siding. The front entry is offset at the primary (south) elevation 

and is accessed by a single-bay wide wooden porch. The porch is 

capped with a shed, standing-seam metal roof supposed by wooden 

posts and angle brackets. Fenestration consists of eight-over-eight 

window vinyl sash of various sizes. Both the porch roof and a partial-

width addition at the rear (north elevation) were added c.2015. 

1564 JOE 

ROUSE RD 
c. 2000 

A four-by-one bay mobile home that sits perpendicular to Joe Rouse 

Road and positioned in the interior of a lot. It contains a side-gable roof 

and is clad in corrugated metal sheathing. The structure contains one-

over-one aluminum sash and sits on a raised foundation clad in lattice. 

The building may have been relocated here from No. 1570 Joe Rouse 

Road, which was occupied by a mobile home as early as the 1970s.  

1566 JOE 

ROUSE RD 
2015 

A five-by-two bay mobile home that replaced an earlier mobile home. 

It sits perpendicular to Joe Rouse Road and is clad in vinyl. The front 

entry is centered at the primary (east) elevation and is capped by a 

gabled portico. The portico is supported by wooden posts and outlined 

in Chippendale-inspired balustrade. fenestration consists of one-over-

one vinyl sash. The structure sits on a raised foundation sheathed in 

corrugated metal. 

1570 JOE 

ROUSE RD 
2005 

A two-story American Vernacular-style dwelling with side-gable 

asphalt roof and an attached two-bay garage. The vinyl-clad dwelling 

contains a front entry centered beneath a full-width porch at the primary 

(south) elevation. The porch is capped with a hipped roof and is 

supported by square, vinyl-clad columns. Fenestration is paired and 

contains six-over-six vinyl sash. The building sits in a raised brick 

foundation. According to Phillips Community residents, this property 

was also the location of an old overseer's house that was demolished 

prior to the 1950s. There is also an old well on the property that was 

infilled during the 2005 construction. 

1570 JOE 

ROUSE RD 
2005 

A mobile home sits directly behind the main dwelling but it not visible 

from the public right-of-way and may have been relocated from along 

Joe Rouse Road to accommodate the new dwelling in 2005.  
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1578 HIGHWAY 

41 
c. 1994 

A five-by-two bay mobile home with a cross gable roof. It is clad in 

vinyl and features a central entry at the primary (south) elevation. The 

entry is accessed by a small wooden deck. All fenestration contains six-

over-six vinyl sash and most are paired. The structure sits on a raised 

concrete-block foundation sheathed in corrugated metal.  

1571 JOE 

ROUSE RD 
2014 

A seven-by-two mobile home clad in vinyl and capped with a standing-

seam metal, side-gable roof. The front entry is offset at the primary 

(north) elevation and is fronted by a small wooden portico. The portico 

is capped with a shed roof and supported by wooden posts. Fenestration 

consists of both one-over-one and four-over-four vinyl sash. An oculus 

is offset at the east elevation. The building sits on a raised foundation 

sheathed in corrugated metal.  

1569 HIGHWAY 

41 
c. 1980 

A four-by-two mobile home clad in vinyl and capped with a cross-gable 

roof. A shallow cross-gable is centered at the primary (north) elevation 

and caps an offset recessed entry and a tripartite window. Fenestration 

consists of one-over-one metal sash. The structure sits on a raised 

foundation sheathed in corrugated metal. The mobile home replaced a 

WWII-era structure that previously occupied the lot.  

1573 HIGHWAY 

41 
c. 2021 

A four-by-two mobile home clad in vinyl and capped with a cross-gable 

roof. A shallow cross-gable is centered at the primary (north) elevation 

and caps an offset front entry and paired window. Most fenestration is 

paired and consists of six-over-six vinyl sash. The structure sits on a 

raised foundation sheathed in corrugated metal.  

1555 HIGHWAY 

41 
c. 1980 

A six-by-two Ranch house that sits perpendicular to Highway 41 at the 

edge of Horlbeck Creek and is clad in vinyl. The dwelling features two, 

triple-bay protruding gables along the primary (east) elevation, forming 

an overall cross gable roof. The front entry is centered beneath a portico 

created by the northern gable. A secondary entry is centered at the 

south gable, which is enclosed. 

1567 HIGHWAY 

41 
2016 

A six-by-two mobile home with a side-gable roof and clad in vinyl. The 

front entry is offset at the primary (north) elevation beneath a gabled 

portico. The portico is supported by wooden posts. Fenestration 

consists of one-over-one vinyl sash. The building sits on a concrete-

block foundation with a brick veneer. 

1565 HIGHWAY 

41 
c. 2020 

This building is recessed from the public right-of-way and is a two-

story split-level dwelling clad in vinyl with masonry accents. It 

measures four-by-two bays and is capped by a side gable roof. Cross 

gables project over three accent bays at the front (north) elevation with 

a single masonry-clad section surrounding the offset front entry. The 

front entry is capped with a fanlight transom.  A two-car garage 

occupies the front elevation's eastern half. Windows consist of one-

over-over vinyl sash. 

1551 HWY 41 c. 1990 

A six-by-two bay mobile home with a cross-gable roof. Clad in vinyl, 

the structure features a central front entry at the primary (north) 

elevation beneath the cross gable. Fenestration includes one-over-one 

vinyl sash. The dwelling also contains paired and tripartite windows at 

the primary elevation.  The entry is accessed by a brick deck and 

curved brick stairs. The structure sits on a masonry foundation. 
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1555 JOE 

ROUSE RD 
2002 

Two large warehouses clad in corrugated metal. Neither structure is 

visible from the public right-of-way.  

1564 HIGHWAY 

41 
1998 

A two-and-one-half story masonry duplex reflecting the traditional 

Charleston shingle House typology. Measuring two-by-three bays, the 

structure is capped with a front-gable roof and features a partial width 

piazza along the west elevation. The piazza is supported by wooden 

posts. Two equidistant dormers occupy the west slope and one is 

centered at the east. A full-height, multi-light bay window occupies the 

primary (south) elevation. Other fenestration consists of six-over-six 

vinyl sash. One entry is offset beneath the piazza, while a second entry 

is centered in a single-bay, stair hall addition at the rear (north) 

elevation. 

1562 JOE 

ROUSE RD 
c. 1980 

A seven-by-one bay mobile home sheathed in and capped with 

corrugated metal. The front entry is offset at the primary (south) 

elevation and is accessed by a small wooden deck. Fenestration consists 

of one-over-one aluminum sash. The building sits on a concrete-block 

foundation clad in plywood.  

2962 ALONZO 

ROUSE LN 
c. 2000 

A one-story three-by-four bay structure sheathed in and capped with 

corrugated metal. The front entry is centered at the primary (east) 

elevation and contains full-glazed double doors. The building contains 

little fenestration. A full-height window with one-over-one aluminum 

sash flanks the main entry to the south and another window of similar 

design is offset at the south elevation. A secondary entry is offset at the 

north elevation. 

2951 ALONZO 

ROUSE LN 
c. 2000 

A five-by-two bay one-story mobile home capped with a side-gable 

roof. It is clad in vinyl. The front entry is offset at the primary (west) 

elevation and is fronted by a small wooden stoop. Fenestration consists 

of one-over-one vinyl sash. The structure sits on a concrete-brick 

foundation clad in a brick veneer. 

1556 JOE 

ROUSE RD 
c. 1980 

A six-by-one bay mobile home clad in corrugated metal and capped 

with a front-gable roof. The front entry is offset at the (primary) south 

elevation and is accessed by a small wooden stoop. Fenestration 

consists of one-over-one aluminum sash and varies in size. Few are 

paired. The structure sits on a concrete-brick foundation. 

1552 JOE 

ROUSE RD 
1986 

A one-story, four-by-two Ranch-style brick dwelling with a side-gable 

roof. The dwelling is finished in stucco and contains an offset, gabled 

portico at the primary (south) elevation. The portico is screened and 

shields the front entry. Fenestration consists of both one one-over-one 

and six-over-six vinyl sash. 
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1548 JOE 

ROUSE RD 
2006 

A two-story, masonry split-level capped with a hipped roof. Finished in 

stucco, the dwelling features two gabled accent bays at the primary 

(south) elevation that flank the central entry. Each accent bay contains 

paired windows topped with a fanlight and keystone. A belt course 

divides the first and second stories. The front entry, featuring a fanlight 

and sidelights, is recessed beneath an arched portico and is flanked by a 

multi-light picture window. The portico is capped with a pediment. The 

entry is accessed by flared entry steps. Most fenestration is paired and 

contain six-over-six vinyl sash, with the exception of paired picture 

windows flanking the western accent bay. A two-bay garage occupies 

the first floor of the dwelling's eastern third. 

1550 JOE 

ROUSE RD 
2001 

A six-by-two, one-story Ranch house finished in stucco. It is capped 

with a L-shape, cross-gable roof and features a central protruding 

portico at the primary (south) elevation. The front entry is centered 

beneath the portico, which is capped by a shed roof and supported by 

wooden posts. Fenestration consists of six-over-six vinyl sash. A small 

addition was added to the northeast corner of the rear (north) elevation 

c. 2010. 

2960 JOSEPH 

GLOVER RD 
1999 

A four-by-one bay mobile home clad in vinyl. The structure is capped 

with a side-gable roof. The front entry offset at the primary (east) 

elevation and shielded beneath with single-bay portico. The portico has 

a shed roof supported by wooden posts. The structure sits on a raised 

foundation clad in lattice. 

2970 JOSEPH 

GLOVER RD 
2000 

A seven-by-two bay, one-story Suburban Cape Cod-style dwelling clad 

in vinyl. The structure is capped with a tiered side-gable roof. The front 

entry is centered beneath a partial-width, central portico. The portico is 

capped with a shed roof and is supported by square columns clad in 

vinyl. All fenestration is nine-over-nine vinyl sash. Windows along the 

first story are paired. The building sits on a raised masonry foundation. 

2974 JOSEPH 

GLOVER RD 
1998 

This property sits parallel to Joseph Glover Road and is comprised of 

two mobile homes positioned perpendicular, creating an overall T-

shape footprint. From the public-right-of way, the structure measures 

seven-by-four bays and is capped with a cross gable roof. A decorative 

cross gable is offset at the primary (east) elevation, as is the front entry, 

which is positioned near the intersection the two structures. 

Fenestration consists of six-over-six vinyl sash, with a few of the 

windows paired. Clad in vinyl, the mobile home is raised on a masonry 

foundation. The property also contains a two-story, two-bay masonry 

garage with a front gable roof.  

2984 JOSEPH 

GLOVER RD 
1987 

A six-by-two bay Ranch-style brick home finished in stucco. It features 

a side-gable roof. The front entry is offset at the primary (east) 

elevation and sits beneath a small portico capped with a shed roof. 

Fenestration consists of various sizes, including four-over-four and one-

over-one aluminum sash. A tripartite bay window is positioned at the 

northeast corner of the north elevation.  
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2977 JOSEPH 

GLOVER RD 
1990s 

A four-by-one bay mobile clad in vinyl. It is capped with a side-gable 

roof and features a protruding portico centered at the primary (east) 

elevation. The portico is topped with a pediment and shields the offset 

front entry. Fenestration consists of six-over-six vinyl sash. The 

structure sits on a raised masonry foundation. 

2979 JOSEPH 

GLOVER RD 
c. 2016 

A large, eight-by-one mobile home placed here in 2016. It is capped 

with a side-gable, corrugated metal roof and is clad in metal sheets. The 

front entry is offset at the primary (east) elevation and all fenestration 

consists of one-over-one aluminum sash. The structure sits on a raised 

concrete-block pier foundation. 

3050 RICHIES 

WAY 
1994 

A mobile home that sits at the rear of an original farming lot and is not 

visible from the public right-of-way.  

3060 RICHIES 

WAY 
c. 1990 

A Ranch house that sits at the rear of an original farming lot and is not 

visible from the public right-of-way.  

3049 RICHIES 

WAY 

2006-

2013 

This property contains approximately six buildings that operate as a 

complex to house homeless veterans. The structures are not visible 

from the public right-of-way  

3048 RICHIES 

WAY 
c. 2000 

A three-by-two bay mobile home capped with a side gable roof. The 

front entry is offset at the primary (south) elevation. Fenestration 

consists of one-over-one vinyl sash. 

2958-60 JULIUS 

ROBERTSON 

ROAD 

2011 

A six-by-two bay mobile home clad in vinyl. Capped with a cross gable 

roof, the cross gable is offset at the primary (east) elevation and tops 

the front entry. Fenestration varies between one-over-one, four-over-

four and six-over-six vinyl sash. The structure sits on a raised 

foundation clad in a brick veneer.  

2958-60 JULIUS 

ROBERTSON 

ROAD 

2011 

A steel-capped carport (non-contributing structure) and steel utility 

shed, located at the southeast of the property. 

3050 GRAPE LN 1989 
A one-story, Ranch house at sits at the rear of an original farming lot 

and is not visible from the public right-of-way. 

3050 GRAPE LN c. 1990s 
A mobile home is positioned along the rear (north) property line and is 

not visible from the public right-of-way. 

3041 NYE VIEW 

CIR 
1980 

A one-story dwelling that sits at the rear of an original farming lot and 

is not visible from the public right-of-way.  

2995 CAUSEY 

RD 
1983 

A one-story mobile with a side gable roof. The dwelling that sits at the 

rear of an original farming lot and is not visible from the public right-

of-way.  

2995 CAUSEY 

RD 
1983 

A mobile home is located west of No. 2995 Causey Road and sits 

perpendicular to the structure. It is not visible from the public right-of-

way. 

2995 CAUSEY 

RD 
1983 

A small auxiliary structure is positioned along the rear (north) property 

line and not visible from the public right-of-way. 
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________________________________________________________________ 

8. Statement of Significance 

 

 Applicable National Register Criteria  

 (Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property for National Register  

 listing.) 

 

A. Property is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the 

broad patterns of our history. 

  

B. Property is associated with the lives of persons significant in our past.  

 

C. Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of 

construction or represents the work of a master, or possesses high artistic values, 

or represents a significant and distinguishable entity whose components lack 

individual distinction.  

 

D. Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, information important in prehistory or 

history.  

 

 

 

 

 

 Criteria Considerations  

 (Mark “x” in all the boxes that apply.) 

 

A. Owned by a religious institution or used for religious purposes 

  

B. Removed from its original location   

 

C. A birthplace or grave  

 

D. A cemetery 

 

E. A reconstructed building, object, or structure 

 

F. A commemorative property 

 

G. Less than 50 years old or achieving significance within the past 50 years  
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Areas of Significance 

(Enter categories from instructions.)  

_COMMUNITY PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT_ 

_ ETHNIC HERITAGE: BLACK _ 

_SOCIAL HISTORY: TRADITIONAL CULTURAL HISTORY_  

___________________  

___________________  

___________________  

___________________ 

 

 

Period of Significance 

__1875-Present________ 

___________________ 

___________________ 

 

 Significant Dates  

 __1875_____________  

 __1885_____________ 

 __1938_____________ 

 

Significant Person 

(Complete only if Criterion B is marked above.) 

___________________  

___________________  

___________________ 

 

 Cultural Affiliation  

 ___________________  

 ___________________  

 ___________________ 

 

 Architect/Builder 

 ___________________ 

 ___________________  

 ___________________ 
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Statement of Significance Summary Paragraph (Provide a summary paragraph that includes 

level of significance, applicable criteria, justification for the period of significance, and any 

applicable criteria considerations.)  

  

The Phillips Community Historic District is a Traditional Cultural Property (TCP) eligible for 

listing in the National Register of Historic Places under Criterion A at the local level. The district, 

which is associated with the distinct Gullah culture of the Lowcountry region, is significant in the 

areas of Community Planning and Development, Ethnic Heritage: Black, and Social History: 

Traditional Cultural History. The district is an exceptional example of a postbellum rural 

freedmen's community in Mount Pleasant, South Carolina, retaining settlement patterns, historic 

landscape features, and original plat lines that have defined the community for over a century. Of 

all the nineteenth-century freedmen settlements established in Mount Pleasant after the Civil War, 

Phillips Community survives as the most intact, representing the self-sufficiency and self-reliance 

of Black rural communities in the wake of the Civil War and their efforts to maintain autonomy 

and freedom through agricultural practices. Today, approximately 85% of the residents within the 

Phillips Community descend from the original Black farmers who occupied and purchased the lots 

during the Reconstruction era and maintain core aspects of regional Gullah culture through 

agriculture, commerce, and social and religious customs. Preservation of this district and 

documentation of its historical and cultural significance not only complements the sentiments of 

the community, but also supports larger scale planning efforts and community engagement already 

underway in this area by Charleston County.  

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Narrative Statement of Significance (Provide at least one paragraph for each area of 

significance.)   

 

COMMUNITY PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT 

The Phillips Community, although surrounded by modern development, has retained historic 

landscape and ownership patterns symbolic of 1870s and 1880s Lowcountry farming settlement 

communities. It strongly represents the local response to Reconstruction-era initiatives in the 

allocation of plantation lands to a formerly enslaved population in the decades after the Civil War 

and the physical transformation of those lands into Black-owned farms. The boundaries of 

Phillips’s original 1875 and 1885 farming tracts have been preserved for over a century and are 

clearly discernible through current tax parcel maps (see Figure 5).  

 

Phillips Community was historically part of the 1,602-acre Laurel Hill Plantation located in Christ 

Church Parish, known today as Mount Pleasant. Christ Church Parish was a predominantly rural 

suburb of Charleston located east of the Cooper River and was occupied by some of Charleston 

County’s most affluent and extensive plantations prior to the Civil War. With access to extensive 

waterways, such as the Cooper and Wando rivers, plantations in Christ Church Parish provided 

commission merchants at Charleston’s port with commodities, such as lumber and cash crops like 

rice and cotton, for export that made Charleston one of the wealthiest ports in America by the turn 

of the nineteenth century.1 Due to the widespread existence of plantations, the population of Christ 

Church Parish was comprised of an enslaved Black majority.   

                                                 
1 Fraser, Water J., Jr. Charleston! Charleston!, Columbia, SC: University of South Carolina Press, 1991.127. 
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Laurel Hill contained six separate tracts of land that were combined by planter James T.H. White 

during the antebellum period (Figure 1). Under White’s ownership, Laurel Hill was described as 

“excellent cotton and provision land” and contained “one of the most extensive Brick Yards in the 

lowcountry,” capable of burning 100,00 bricks in each kiln through the work of nearly one hundred 

enslaved people.2 White sold the extensive property in 1863 and after a decade of various owners, 

the plantation was purchased by brothers John S. (1845-1916) and Frederick H. Horlbeck (1843-

1883) in 1874.3 

 

By the time of their purchase, John and Frederick Horlbeck amassed significant landholdings 

surrounding Horlbeck Creek. After the death of their father in 1872, the brothers inherited nearby 

Boone Hall, a 1,514-acre brickmaking plantation situated directly across Horlbeck Creek from 

Laurel Hill that was active in cotton cultivation and truck farming since 1865.4 One year later, the 

brothers extended their ownership across the creek by purchasing seven hundred acres on Parkers 

Island, also a brickmaking plantation near Laurel Hill, where they continued to operate a brickyard 

and pecan grove well into the twentieth century.5   

 

After their acquisition of these tracts, the brothers began to unload a large portion of their inherited 

property. To do so, they subdivided an 885-acre parcel they inherited with Boone Hall along 

Copahee Sound into forty-six rectangular lots, most measuring ten acres (Figure 2). Between 1873 

and 1874, the Horlbecks sold the lots to several freedmen, who created what would become known 

as the Six Mile settlement community.6 At the same time of this subdivision, the brothers 

purchased Laurel Hill with the intention of doing something similar, and by January of 1875, a 

250-acre tract within the western portion of the plantation was carved into the twenty-five farming 

lots similar in size and configuration to those along Copahee Sound (Figure 3).7 The new lots were 

collectively known as “the Phillips Tract,” named after John M. Phillips, who formerly owned the 

tract between 1828 and 1847.8 The subdivision also included a four-acre island to the southeast of 

Phillips that would also be sold as a farming tract. The brothers would continue to use the 

remaining Laurel Hill acreage for lumber, cotton, and eventually pecan groves, until the 1930s.  

 

The creation of farming tracts on former plantation lands was not unusual in Reconstruction 

Charleston. Subdividing parcels of expansive properties to sell to the growing number of landless, 

newly freed citizens proved beneficial to landholding families who experienced diminished wealth 

immediately after the Civil War. With the value of land in South Carolina dropping significantly 

in the postbellum period (by 1867, the value of land in South Carolina had declined approximately 

sixty percent) and nearly 1.5 million acres throughout the state uncultivated by 1870, selling 

                                                 
2 “Laurel Hill, a Valuable Plantation, Christ Church Parish – A Gang of Eighty two unusually Prime Negros. &c. By 

Alonzo J. White & Son,” 1863 March 3, Charleston Mercury, Charleston, SC. 
3 Charleston County Register of Deeds, Deed Book Q16, Page 291, Charleston County, SC. 
4 Charleston County Register of Deeds, Deed Book S8, Page 203, Charleston County, SC; “The Boone Hall Place,” 

1888 May 22, News & Courier, Charleston, SC. 
5 Charleston County Register of Deeds, Deed Book G16, Page 73, Charleston County, SC. 
6 Charleston County Register of Deeds, Deed Book C16, Page 172, Charleston County, SC. 
7 Charleston County Register of Deeds, Deed Book Q16, Page 291, Charleston County, SC. 
8 Charleston County Register of Deeds, Plat Book B, Page 46, Charleston County, SC. 
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smaller tracts of land to several people often yielded higher financial gain than selling the land in 

bulk.9  

 

As northern capitalists eyed the vast acreage of abandoned plantations while those recently freed 

lacked the financial means to acquire property, many federal and statewide initiatives were 

established to make land more accessible to the emancipated Black population. During the 1868 

South Carolina Constitutional Convention, Black Charlestonian Francis L. Cardozo called for 

legislation that would specifically allow for the creation and availability of small farming lots for 

the state’s newly freed Black citizens, citing land ownership as the key to freedom.10 As a result, 

the 1868 South Carolina Constitution included a provision for an advocacy organization, later 

known as the South Carolina Land Commission, aimed to purchase, subdivide and sell agricultural 

property to landless freedmen.11 Between 1869 and 1879, 14,000 Black families throughout South 

Carolina purchased small farms, typically between ten and fifty acres in size, from the state 

agency.12 Because of this legislation, nearly ten times more farms, most of which were operated 

by formerly enslaved people, existed in Christ Church Parish by 1880 than before the war.13 

 

In other areas of Charleston County, large tracts were acquired through the local organization of 

Black farmers. In Christ Church Parish, for example, over one hundred freedmen established the 

Charleston Land Company in 1868 and collectively purchased the 614-acre Remley Plantation 

near the mouth of the Wando River. By 1870, the organization subdivided the property into nearly 

400 half-acre town lots and over 110 farming lots to create the Scanlonville settlement community 

(Figure 4). Although the community was mostly urban, members farmed cotton, corn, peas, 

melons, tomatoes, beans, and potatoes in the rural lots flanking the town grid.14 Another nearby 

settlement, Greenhill, was also established in 1870 when freedman Hardy Green purchased thirty 

acres along Mathis Ferry Road and established small urban tracts for fellow Black farmers.15  

 

The Phillips Tract became one of many Black settlements that emerged on former plantation lands 

in Mount Pleasant in the wake of the Civil War; however, deed records confirm the original 

Phillips farmers individually purchased the land directly from the Horlbeck family with no 

government assistance.16 While the Commission transferred over 25,000 acres in Charleston 

County (the most in any county in the state), they appear to have had no legal role in the 

                                                 
9 Edgar, Walter B. South Carolina: A History. Columbia, SC: University of South Carolina Press, 1998. 374, 396; 

Bleser, Carol K. Rothrock. The Promised Land: The History of the South Carolina Land Commission, 1869-1890. 1st 

ed. Tricentennial Studies. Columbia: University of South Carolina Press, 1969. 15. 
10 Woodruff, J. Proceedings of the Constitutional Convention of South Carolina, Vol. 1. Charleston, SC: Denny & 

Perry, 1868. 116. 
11 Edgar, Walter B. South Carolina Encyclopedia. Columbia, SC: University of South Carolina Press, 2006. 899. 
12 New South Associates, Inc., 21. 
13 Gibbs, Tyson. “African Americans at Snee Farm Plantation, Mount Pleasant, South Carolina.” Charles Pinckney 

National Historic Site: National Park Service, 2017. 38. 
14 “Planting by Colored Men,” 1868 July 7, Charleston Daily News, SC; New South Associates, Inc., 18. 
15 National Park Service. Low Country Gullah Culture Special Resource Study and Final Environmental Impact 

Statement. Atlanta, GA: NPS Southeast Regional Office, 2005. 89. 
16 Fraser, 336. 
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conveyance of the Phillips Tract to freedmen.17 The 1875 subdivision of the Phillips Tract, 

however, does retain certain elements reflected in other settlement communities of the 1870s, 

suggesting there was perhaps a shared influence on their final design. For example, the new 

Phillips lots were laid on a diagonal axis and were not centered on a waterway or main road. This 

same “queer patchwork…of oblique patches,” as observed by postbellum scholar William F. Allen 

while visiting Black rural settlements along the South Carolina Sea Islands, is also seen in the c. 

1870 subdivision of Scanlonville’s farming tracts (see Figures 4 and 5).18  

 

According to the 2016 Charleston County Historic Resources Survey Update, Commission-

designed settlements typically contained “parallelogram-shaped” lots orientated on a network of 

abutting roads and with larger lots along a waterfront.19 The 1875 subdivision’s ten-acre, 

rectilinear tracts bounded by larger lots of eleven-, fifteen- and twenty-five-acre parcels along 

Horlbeck Creek reflect this design, as well as a system of paralleling interior roads that bisected 

the settlement. A twenty-foot-wide thoroughfare granted access to both Gregorie Ferry Road 

(historically known as “Back Road” to the original Phillips farmers), which extended from present-

day U.S. Highway 17 to the Wando River and Horlbeck Creek, and ran between each row of 

farming lots, another identical feature seen in Scanlonville’s farming tracts and the c. 1874 

subdivision of Horlbeck’s land along Copahee Sound. Although the interior roads do not survive 

in their entirety, Canyon Lane and the end of Oliver Brown Road exist as sections of the 

thoroughfares. Even where a road is no longer present, the original routes are evidenced through 

the retained property boundaries of each lot, which terminate along a single straight line (Figure 

5). 

 

In addition, ten acres was a typical size for a small individual farm designed by the Commission, 

which intended to purchase lands “in parcels of 10, 20, 40, 50, 60, 80 and 100 acres.”20 The 

Horlbecks’ ten-acre subdivision of both the Copahee Sound property and the Phillips Tract may 

have been inspired by this standard. Each corner of the parcels within the Phillips Tract was 

marked by a wooden post, at least one of which survives at the northeast corner of Lot 1 (Figure 

6). According to Phillips Community historian and fourth generation resident Richard Habersham, 

the property lines were also delineated by oak trees, which are still used as boundary markers 

between Lot 12 and Lot 13, as well as Lot 15 and Lot 16.21 

 

Overall, the design of the Phillips 1875 subdivision was dictated by Horlbeck Creek and contained 

a one-and-a-half-acre parcel for the establishment of a “public landing for the farms” at the base 

of Lot 22. This suggests the landing was intended to not only be used to access Boone Hall or 

Parkers Island but also to transport the farmers’ crops for sale. Current residents, however, confirm 

that the landing was not often used by the farmers, as many thought it was a private landing for 

                                                 
17 Bleser, 167; Although past historic resource surveys claim the Commission did broker the sales within the Phillips 

Tract, no historical documentation has been located to confirm this. 
18 Rosengarten, Theodore, Thomas Benjamin Chaplin, and Susan W. Walker. Tombee: Portrait of a Cotton Planter. 

New York, NY: Quill/William Morrow, 1992. 267. 
19 New South Associates, Inc., 196. 
20 Proceedings of the Constitutional Convention of South Carolina, 196. 
21 Richard Habersham, in-person interview by author, 2021 February 26. 
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the Bonneau family of Lot 22.22 Today, evidence of the landing does not survive, yet Lot 22 

contained remnants of Front Road, a late nineteenth-century thoroughfare that ran the entire 

southern perimeter of the settlement and granted access to the creek and landing until early 2021, 

when the section was infilled for the Phillips Creek housing development. Today, Habersham Road 

contains portions of the old thoroughfare, which diminished as properties were internally 

subdivided among families, more interior roads were established, and the community relied less 

on the creek for transportation and business (Figure 7 and Figure 8).  

 

Also depicted on the 1875 plat was a canal and bank along Horlbeck Creek. The bank was recorded 

as a “dam” as early as the 1760s and was most likely created for the inland cultivation of rice 

(Figure 9). By 1919, this bank was occupied by a bridge that granted access to Parkers Island and 

evolved into a community landmark where residents swam, fished, and docked boats (see Figure 

8 and Figure 10).23 Parkers Island, however, is no longer accessible by the bridge following the 

island’s redevelopment into a large golf-course community in the 1990s. Today, various wooden 

piers are extant on either side of the bridge and may contain elements of the original dam feature. 

 

During the development on Parkers Island, a barn previously inhabited by original Phillips settler 

Sam Scott, and most likely one of the oldest surviving structures associated with the Phillips 

Community, was demolished. An oval feature was also depicted in the 1875 plat at the base of Lot 

29 and Lot 53. The oval possibly denoted an island of high ground as that is near the site of an 

eighteenth-century vaulted tomb most likely associated with the Rutledge family who operated a 

plantation on the property from the 1730s to 1802.24 

 

The first Black citizens to purchase lots within the Phillips Tract were two young farmers named 

James Smith and Charles Rouse, who purchased Lot 4 and Lot 25 on February 1, 1877.25 Smith 

and Rouse were born into slavery, most likely on plantations within Christ Church, and could 

neither read nor write, yet they became the first Black farmers to formally buy property in one of 

the area’s largest planned settlement communities. According to Rouse’s headstone at the Olive 

Branch AME Church Cemetery on Highway 17, he was also a local preacher. Within the next six 

years, twenty-one other Black farmers, ranging in age from twenty-two to seventy, followed Smith 

and Rouse in purchasing the new lots, officially establishing what would become known as the 

Phillips Community (Figure 11).26 

 

In 1885, the Horlbeck brothers further subdivided Laurel Hill, creating thirty more farming tracts 

northeast of the original 1875 lots (Figure 12). Rectilinear farms of mostly ten acres, but ranging 

from 7 ¾ to 16 ¾ acres, were laid in a nearly identical fashion as the 1875 subdivision, collectively 

creating a parallelogram shape with a shared twenty-foot road. With no access to Horlbeck Creek, 

most of the new lots relied on the interior street, while a few along the perimeter were bisected by 

                                                 
22 Richard Habersham, in-person interview by author, 2021 August 9. 
23 Richardson Seacat, 44; Richard Habersham, in-person interview by author, 2021 February 26. 
24 Richardson Seacat, 28. 
25 Rural Mount Pleasant was known as “Christ Church Parish” from the early eighteenth century to well into the mid 

twentieth century; Charleston County Register of Deeds, Deed Book D17, Page 86, Charleston, SC; Charleston 

County Register of Deeds, Deed Book D17, Page 88, Charleston, SC. 
26 1870 and 1880 U.S. Federal Census. 
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major thoroughfares, such as Gregorie Ferry Road, Wagener Road, and Toomer Road, the latter 

two of which granted access to the neighboring plantations north of the Phillips Tract. Today, parts 

of the 1885 interior road survive as Canyon Lane. Toomer Road has since been renamed Bessemer 

Road and Wagener Road no longer survives.  

 

At first, most of the structural development within the settlement likely occurred near the 

waterfront along Horlbeck Creek and Front Road. Over time, however, descendants of the original 

farmers began to erect their own houses on the lots, ultimately creating multiple clusters of 

dwellings within family compounds, a tradition of land division that has occurred in many other 

Mount Pleasant settlement communities. None of the original dwellings survive, but an early-

twentieth century house is located at No. 2858 Oliver Brown Road, as well as a few World War 

II-era dwellings on Bobo Road, Julius Robertson Road, and Joe Rouse Road. According to the 

2016 Charleston County Historic Resources Survey Update, the loss of original structures is 

common in settlement communities, as most were small vernacular structures built by community 

members with local material.27 

 

By 1900, three hundred people resided within the Phillips Community and additional interior roads 

were created to accommodate the growing number of inhabitants.28 Between 1875 and 1919, five 

new roads were established that extended from Gregorie Ferry Road and Front Road along 

Horlbeck Creek to reach family clusters within the lots’ interior (see Figure 8). Another significant 

addition to the community was the Phillips Elementary School. On September 7, 1910, a portion 

of Lot 7 was purchased by the Charleston County School District for $32.45 and a one-story 

wooden school was erected along Gregorie Ferry Road (Figure 13).29 In 1938, however, the school 

was located within the path of the newly proposed State Highway 511, now known as S.C. 

Highway 41, and was moved across the street to Lot 15, where the well and parts of the foundation 

are still present (Figure 14, see photos 75-76).30 The school was abandoned by 1953 and turned 

into a “juke joint” and store until its demolition in the early 1960s.31 

 

The 1938 plans for new transportation infrastructure intended to establish a bridge over the Wando 

River and a modern highway that connected U.S. Highway 17 to towns west of Charleston 

County.32 By 1939, Gregorie Ferry Road was straightened and paved to create State Highway 511, 

plowing through the location of not only the Phillips Elementary School but also at least two 

dwellings in Phillips Community (Figure 15). Despite the construction of a major highway through 

several farms, the character and design of the Phillips Community remained intact, and original 

property boundaries continued to dictate the growth patterns and evolution of the settlement.  

 

                                                 
27 New South Associates, Inc., 77. 
28 1900 U.S. Federal Census. 
29 “Country Treasurer’s Report,” 1911 February 23, Evening Post, Charleston, SC. 
30 Richardson Seacat, 74. 
31 “Moultrie District Offers 6 Abandoned Schools for Sale,” 1953 July 29, News & Courier, Charleston, SC; Richard 

Habersham, phone interview by author, 2021 June 6. 
32 “Largest Single Timber Sale in Francis Marion Area’s Development Will Be Made,” 1940 November 16, News & 

Courier, Charleston, SC. 
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From the mid to late twentieth century, descendants continued to erect dwellings, mostly along the 

new highway, and internally subdivide the tracts among different branches of each family (Figures 

16-18). The surrounding area, however, experienced unprecedented growth by the late twentieth 

century and significant acreage north, south, and west of the Phillips Community were redeveloped 

for residential subdivisions. In the 1990s, for example, Dunes West, an approximately 3,000-unit 

development sprawling across nearly 5,000 acres, and Park West, a 5,000-unit development on 

over 1,400 acres, were initiated north of the Phillips Community in the Horlbeck’s former pecan 

groves and lumber fields.33 To the southwest, Rivertowne, a golf course community with over five 

hundred homes, took over Parkers Island by 1997 (Figure 19).34  

 

With the area’s increased residential development, more lots within Phillips have since been sold 

and subdivided into several new tax parcels for modern housing units. Between 2005 and 2020, 

Lot 6, a portion of Lot 24, and Lot 34 were subdivided to create nearly fifty-eight new tax parcels. 

Today, there are two more subdivisions planned along Arness Street on Lot 30 and Isaiah Small 

Road on Lots 21 and 22, and a highway widening project that will potentially, once again, impact 

the center of the community. Ravenel Acres on Bobo Road was established in 2000 after the sale 

of an original farming lot and contains modern dwellings occupied by new families, as well as 

Phillips Creek, a thirty-three lot development situated on Bent Oak Road established in 2018. 

 

The significance of the Phillips Community is evident when compared to other traditionally Black 

postbellum communities in Mount Pleasant, as many have been more damaged by residential 

subdivisions and roadway expansions. The most intact include Scanlonville, Snowden, Green Hill, 

Six Mile, and Hamlin. Scanlonville, Greenhill, and Snowden, however, were designed as urban 

settlements and are drastically different in overall plan and character. Although Scanlonville, 

which is larger than Phillips and mostly urban in nature, did contain farming tracts, the land has 

since been redeveloped. Greenhill and Snowden were also not established as farming communities 

and their urban grids are not comparable to Phillips’ agriculture-centric design (Figure 20). 

Phillips’ rural contemporaries, such as Hamlin and Six Mile, have been largely altered through 

invasive modern development, making Phillips Community a stronger representative example of 

a postbellum farming settlement in Mount Pleasant. The original postbellum boundaries of other 

rural settlement communities, such as Two Mile, Four Mile, Seven Mile, Eight Mile, Ten Mile, 

and Snee Farm, have also been drastically altered through highway improvements and housing 

developments.  

 

In addition, there is no rural Black settlement community listed in the National Register of Historic 

Places in Charleston County. The only resource that represents the history associated with Black 

settlement communities in Charleston County is Mosquito Beach Historic District, listed in 2019 

as a marsh-front entertainment corridor for Black citizens during the mid-20th century and the Civil 

Rights era. A “Phillips Community” historical marker was placed in the center of the settlement 

along Highway 41 in 2002 by the Town of Mount Pleasant. 

                                                 
33 “Mount Pleasant enters new era UNPRECEDENTED GROWTH: While residential growth has remained steady, 

commercial development has surged,” 1997 August 14, Post & Courier, Charleston, SC; “Today's Highway 41 

quandary is rooted in mistakes made decades ago,” 2021 March 4, Post & Courier, Charleston, SC. 
34 “Rivertowne on the Wando,” 1994 December 15, Post & Courier, Charleston, SC. 
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ETHNIC HERITAGE: BLACK 

Despite significant development to the surrounding area, the settlement’s original plat lines survive 

in their entirety, symbolizing the value placed on ancestral homesteads within Lowcountry Black 

communities. The survival of Black familial ownership, open land and agricultural activity, as well 

as traditional religious and Gullah practices within the community represents entrepreneurship and 

sustainment of culture by Black citizens in the wake of the Civil War and efforts to maintain 

autonomy and freedom during a time of systemic oppression. 

 

By 1865, about twelve percent of the state’s formerly enslaved population moved away from the 

plantations on which they worked.35 A survey of Charleston County by the Freedmen’s Bureau 

that same year confirmed “nearly all” plantations had been abandoned and “to some extent 

occupied by freedmen, ‘bred and born’ on the spot.”36 As newly-freed yet exceedingly poor 

citizens, most of the Lowcountry’s Black agricultural laborers remained in the rural outskirts in 

hopes of establishing their own farms, as property acquisition became one of the most important 

assets for Black farmers in the battle to secure their freedom in the post-Civil War South.37 

 

While South Carolina freedmen sought to establish themselves as a class of small landholders, 

many government agencies began to target the Lowcountry’s vast plantation lands, as the 

allocation of unused or abandoned acreage to the growing number of landless farmers became a 

federal and state priority.38 One initiative was the creation of the Bureau of Freedmen, Refugees, 

and Abandoned Lands, later renamed the Freedmen’s Bureau, in March of 1865. In addition to 

helping gain access to available property, the Bureau assisted in the creation of labor contracts 

between white planting families and previously enslaved agricultural laborers throughout the 

South. 

 

Labor contracts between Black farmers and white planting families served as a quick way for freed 

people to be “placed on land,” and as northerners continued to eye the South’s languishing acreage, 

delayed the sale of plantations to wealthy capitalists. By the end of 1865, “whites and the 

freedmen” of Charleston County began using a form created by General Robert K. Scott, the 

assistant commissioner of the Freedmen’s Bureau for South Carolina and future South Carolina 

governor from 1868 to 1872, to establish the area’s first work agreements.39 Through these early 

labor contracts, however, Black laborers were often not permitted to leave plantations without 

approval, carry firearms, or have the option to purchase the parcels on which they worked. 

Frederick Douglas called the contracts “a mockery” of the Emancipation Proclamation, while a 

newspaper in New Orleans reported that “any white man subjected to such restrictive and 

                                                 
35 Gylmph, Thaviolia. “Rose’s War and the Gendered Politics of Slave Insurgency in the Civil War,” Journal of the 

Civil War Era, Vol. 3, No. 4. Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 2013. 504. 
36 New South Associates, Inc., 15. 
37 Powers, Bernard E. Black Charlestonians: A Social History, 1822-1885. Fayetteville: University of Arkansas Press, 

1994. 103. 
38 Powers, 161; Edgar, 450. 
39 “Reports of the Committees of the House of Representatives, First Session, 39th Congress, 1865-1866; Government 

Printing Office, Washington, D.C. 1866. 240. 



United States Department of the Interior  
National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form  
NPS Form 10-900     OMB Control No. 1024-0018      

 
Phillips Community Historic District  Charleston, SC 
Name of Property                   County and State 

Section 8 page 47 
 

humiliating prohibition would certainly call himself a slave.”40 A publication in Boston claimed 

that the contracts would force the free people of the South to “go through a longer and severer 

struggle than ever.”41 

 

By 1868, the South Carolina Constitutional Convention aimed to introduce a series of democratic 

principles that would protect the rights of the new Black citizens, as well as eliminate the 

segregationist Black Codes created by the state’s 1865 constitution. During the convention, 

delegates called the condition of the state’s freed population the “most deplorable” and “penniless 

by slavery,” and quickly established strategies for assisted land ownership. One such strategy was 

the establishment of the South Carolina Land Commission, founded to acquire land and aid in the 

creation of both Black farming and urban settlement communities.42 Together with the Freedmen's 

Bureau, the Land Commission also mitigated purchase and labor agreements between Black 

farmers and those southern property owners who took the oath of allegiance to the federal 

government and promised to abide by agreeable terms.43 In Christ Church Parish, the number of 

farms increased from 61 in 1860 to 517 by 1870 due to the extensive assistance of the Land 

Commission.44  

 

In January of 1868, John S. Horlbeck received approval from the Freedmen's Bureau to initiate 

labor contracts with sixty-four freedmen in Christ Church Parish, twenty-eight of whom lived on 

Boone Hall Plantation.45 In February of 1868, Dr. Peter Porcher Bonneau also received approval 

from the Freedmen's Bureau for labor contracts with freedmen on Laurel Hill Plantation, although 

it is unclear specifically where on the large property. Fifty-four farmers agreed to work for one- 

and one-half days per week for free and two days per week for wages in return for “three acres of 

land, house and garden.”46 The twenty-eight farmers of Boone Hall agreed to an identical contract, 

while thirty-six freedmen on the Horlbeck’s “Sea Shore Plantation,” most likely their property on 

Copahee Sound, agreed to “furnish everything” on the plantation in return for two-thirds of the 

property (Figure 21).47  

 

                                                 
40 McPherson, James M. Battle Cry of Freedom: The Era of the Civil War. New York, NY: Oxford University Press, 

1988. 710-711. 
41 McPherson, 710-711. 
42 Bleser, xiii; Proceedings of the Constitutional Convention of South Carolina, 196. 
43 McPherson, 710-711. 
44 Gibbs, 38. 
45 “John S. Horlbeck: Sea Shore Plantation,” 1868, Report of Contracts Approved in Christ Church Parish during the 

month of January 1868. South Carolina Freedmen’s Bureau Records Relating to Contracts 1866-1868. South Carolina 

Department of Archives and History. Columbia, SC; “John S. Horlbeck: Boone Hall Plantation,” 1868, Report of 

Contracts Approved in Christ Church Parish during the month of February 1868. South Carolina Freedmen’s Bureau 

Records Relating to Contracts 1866-1868. South Carolina Department of Archives and History. Columbia, SC. 
46 “P.P. Bonneau: Christ Church Parish,” 1868, Report of Contracts Approved in Christ Church Parish during the 

month of February 1868. South Carolina Freedmen’s Bureau Records Relating to Contracts 1866-1868. South 

Carolina Department of Archives and History. Columbia, SC. 
47 “John S. Horlbeck: Sea Shore Plantation,” South Carolina Freedmen’s Bureau Records Relating to Contracts 1866-

1868; “John S. Horlbeck: Boone Hall Plantation,” South Carolina Freedmen’s Bureau Records Relating to Contracts 

1866-1868.  
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Horlbeck and Bonneau’s contracts reflect the changes that were made in the late 1860s as they 

offered a means for workers to receive extra wages and in turn, purchase land. The contracts 

allowed Black farmers to maintain a parcel of their own while building equity for eventual property 

acquisition. Out of the over 13,000 freedmen who owned farms across the state by 1890, only 

4,000 acquired land through government agencies, like the Land Commission.48 The remaining 

9,000 purchased farms at their own expense, most likely due to the establishment of such contracts. 

The area with the highest percentage of Black landholders in the state by that time was the 

Charleston Lowcountry.49 

 

As the Freedmen's Bureau dissolved in 1872, it is unclear if any kind of contracts were issued for 

the Phillips Tract within Laurel Hill after the Horlbeck’s purchase in 1874. It is possible, however, 

that the Land Commission helped mitigate a contract for the new subdivision. During the 

postbellum period, contracts established by the Land Commission typically required three years 

of continuous residency on each tract before an official purchase, after which each occupant was 

expected to pay the full amount for the lot within eight years.50 Although the subdivision of the 

Phillips Tract was platted in 1875, the first formal conveyance did not occur until at least two years 

later. The last conveyance of the 1875 Phillips Tract was in February 1883, exactly eight years 

after the property was subdivided (see Figure 11). 

 

It is also possible the Horlbeck brothers used contracts already in place by Bonneau, as at least 

nine out of the twenty-one original Phillips families were present in Christ Church Parish by 

1870.51 Furthermore, most of the nine families were recorded adjacent to one another, suggesting 

their residency specifically on the Phillips Tract by this time. For example, Flanders Green, who 

purchased Lot 1 in 1881, Betty Bailey, who purchased Lot 19 also in 1881, and Simon Bonneau, 

who purchased Lot 22 in 1878, all resided adjacent to one another in the 1870 census.52 The Geddes 

family of Lot 3 resided next to James Smith of Lot 4, as did London Rainey of Lot 18, Prince 

Bowen of Lot 17 and November Bonneau of Lot 16. None of the above-named, however, formally 

purchased a tract within Phillips until at least 1878 (see Figure 11). Additionally, all the families 

who ultimately purchased land in the 1875 subdivision were present together by 1880, yet nine of 

those families did not purchase their respective tracts until one or more years later.53  

 

In addition to the farmers’ presence on the land before the official transfers of each property, the 

date in which some conveyances occurred is also a possible indicator of an established contract. 

Many of the 1875 lots were sold in the beginning of the year on the same day, perhaps when annual 

contracts vested or the prerequisite length of residency had been fulfilled. On January 26, 1878, 

for example, Lots 12, 13, 14, 17, 20, and 22 were sold simultaneously. Almost exactly two years 

                                                 
48 Williamson, Joel. After Slavery: the Negro in South Carolina During Reconstruction, 1861 to 1877. Chapel Hill: 

University of North Carolina Press, 1965. 155. 
49 Edgar, 381. 
50 Bleser, 28-29. 
51 1870 U.S. Federal Census. 
52 1870 U.S. Federal Census; See Figure 1. 
53 1880 U.S. Federal Census; Charleston County Register of Deeds, Deed Book K19, Page 91, Charleston, SC; 

Charleston County Register of Deeds, Deed Book T18, Page 132, Charleston, SC. 
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later, on January 3, 1880, Lot 3 and 5 were sold. Almost exactly one year later, on December 31, 

1881, Lot 8, Lot 18, and Papa’s Island were formally conveyed.  

 

Previously acquired wages from other contracts, possibly through Bonneau, would also explain 

how many farmers were able to buy lots, most at a rate of $10/acre or more, within a few years of 

the tract’s formal subdivision. Although it is unclear how much the Boone Hall and Laurel Hill 

freedmen received for their work, other plantation owners in Christ Church Parish at this time 

offered laborers anywhere from fifty cents a day to eight dollars a month.54 While other lands 

throughout the Lowcountry were sold for less than a dollar an acre at this time, $10/acre was a 

common price, although high.55 In the case of forty-five-year-old farm laborer Edward Meyers, he 

purchased Lot 12 in 1878 for $100 from the Horlbecks.56 In 1903, however, the Horlbecks bought 

the property back from Meyers for $65 and two years later, sold it back to Meyers again for $65, 

claiming the conveyance as “security for payment of advances.”57 This further confirms the 

presence of potential agreements.  

 

Between 1875 and 1883, the Horlbeck brothers were involved in almost one-hundred conveyances 

with Black farmers in Christ Church Parish, nearly a quarter of which were associated with the 

Phillips Tract. According to 1880 census records, the original Phillips farmers included mostly 

middle-aged male farm laborers, yet a closer look at Christ Church Parish vital records and Civil 

War pension files provide much more personal details. Of those who acquired the first Phillips lots 

in the late 1870s was Civil War veteran Sam Scott (c. 1835-1926), who purchased Lot 14, a land-

locked ten-acre parcel, on January 26, 1878.58 A decade prior to his purchase, Scott served in the 

Union Army’s 128th United States Colored Infantry in Company H, which was established in April 

of 1865 and remained in the Sea Islands, mostly near Beaufort, SC.59 It was typical of the Union 

Army to recruit freedmen as soldiers, as most Black regiments were hired to protect occupied slave 

villages and plantations from raids rather than to engage in combat.60 Many of the soldiers in the 

128th U.S. Colored Infantry were men from Charleston, including Scott and fellow early Phillips 

resident Benjamin Bennett, and were possibly recruited when Union soldiers occupied Laurel Hill 

in the early spring of 1865.61 

 

                                                 
54 “E.F. Allston,” 1868, Report of Contracts Approved in Christ Church Parish during the month of February 1868. 

South Carolina Freedmen’s Bureau Records Relating to Contracts 1866-1868. South Carolina Department of Archives 

and History. Columbia, SC; “Dawson & Thomlinson,”1868, Report of Contracts Approved in Christ Church Parish 

during the month of January 1868. South Carolina Freedmen’s Bureau Records Relating to Contracts 1866-1868. 

South Carolina Department of Archives and History. Columbia, SC. 
55 Ball, Edward. Slaves in the Family. New York: Ballantine Books, 1998. 358. 
56 Charleston County Register of Deeds, Deed Book J17, Page 312, Charleston, SC. 
57 Charleston County Register of Deeds, Deed Book N24, Page 21, Charleston, SC. 
58 Charleston County Register of Deeds, Deed Book J17, Page 311, Charleston, SC. 
59 “Samuel Scott,” U.S., Civil War Pension Index: General Index to Pension Files, 1861-1934. The U.S. National 

Archives and Records Administration. Washington, D.C. 
60 McPherson, 710-711. 
61 “Benjamin Bennett,” 1897, U.S., Civil War Pension Index: General Index to Pension Files, 1861-1934. The U.S. 

National Archives and Records Administration. Washington, D.C. 
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Like all the original Phillips farmers, Scott could neither read nor write.62 He was recorded in 

Christ Church Parish as early as 1870, at which time it is believed Scott resided on Parkers Island, 

managing four acres of land for the cultivation of cotton and sweet potatoes.63 By 1880, Scott was 

officially registered as living on the Phillips Tract with his wife Celia and their six children, all 

under the age of ten.64 Scott and Celia worked as farm laborers, most likely at nearby Boone Hall 

or Laurel Hill; however, oral histories from current Phillips residents claim Scott also transported 

bricks from Parkers Island along Horlbeck Creek, earning him the name “Captain Sammy,” and 

maintained a pecan grove and barn on the island.65 Lot 14 remains in the Scott/Glover family and 

has been subdivided among descendants. 

 

On the same day as Scott’s purchase, farm laborer Hercules Geddes (or Geddis) (b. 1842) bought 

Lot 13, also a land-locked, ten-acre parcel, for his wife Binah, six children, and mother Molly. 66 

By 1900, Hercules’ two sons, David and Sancho, and daughter Jane were raising their families on 

the lot.67 Nearly 143 years later, the property is still owned by the Hercules Geddes estate.  

 

Also serving under the Union was Prince Bowen (b. 1845), a private in Company F of the 103rd 

U.S. Colored Infantry.68 Bowen enlisted in the Union army under the alias of “Prince Parker,” 

raising questions about his association with Parkers Island, and was stationed near Hilton Head, 

SC as early as March of 1865.69 After the war, Bowen and his wife Patience cultivated five acres 

of Indian corn, peas, sweet potatoes, and cotton before officially purchasing Lot 17, a land-locked 

ten-acre parcel, from the Horlbeck brothers on December 24, 1878.70 They raised three children, 

Jacob, Thomas, and Julia, on Lot 17, a majority of which remains in the Bowen/Grant family 

today.71  

 

The largest lot within the 1875 settlement was Lot 24, totaling twenty-five acres along Horlbeck 

Creek and purchased by seventy-year-old Scipio Small (also spelled Smalls) (b. 1810) on February 

23, 1880 for $250.72 While almost all of the early residents within the Phillips Tract were listed as 

“farm laborers” during the postbellum period, Small was recorded as a “farmer,” suggesting he 

worked primarily on his own property.73 According to the 1880 census, he lived on Lot 24 with 

his wife Pender Rouse, his twenty-six-year-old son Edward, daughter-in-law Silvey, and 

granddaughter Mary. According to Hilda Smalls Rouse, current Phillips resident and great-

                                                 
62 1880 U.S. Federal Census. 
63 1870 Non-population U.S. Federal Census Schedule; Richard Habersham, interview by author via phone, 2021 

June. 
64 1880 U.S. Federal Census. 
65 Interview with Richard Habersham, in-person interview by author, 2021 March 4. 
66 Charleston County Register of Deeds, Deed Book J17, Page 310, Charleston, SC; 1880 U.S. Federal Census. 
67 1900 U.S. Federal Census. 
68 “Prince Bowen,” 1892 June 1. U.S., Civil War Pension Index: General Index to Pension Files, 1861-1934. The U.S. 

National Archives and Records Administration. Washington, D.C. 
69 Ibid. 
70 1870 Non-population U.S. Federal Census Schedule; Charleston County Register of Deeds, Deed Book P17, Page 

87, Charleston, SC. 
71 1880 U.S. Federal Census. 
72 Charleston County Register of Deeds, Deed Book U17, Page 301, Charleston, SC. 
73 1880 U.S. Federal Census. 
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granddaughter of Small, Small’s son Edward ultimately subdivided Lot 24 among his five 

children.74 A portion of Lot 24 remains in Small’s family today and an interior street named 

Penders Boulevard has since been added. 

 

Although most of the 1875 purchasers were adult men, there was at least one family who purchased 

a lot on behalf of their children. Sixty-year-old farm laborer John Geddes (also spelled Gathers or 

Gethers) and his wife Sarah purchased Lot 3 on January 3, 1880 in the names of their three young 

sons: William, Daniel, and April.75 Geddes’ granddaughter Sarah Gethers Wiseman inherited Lot 

3 at the time of April’s death in 1924 and established a homestead.76 A large portion of the property 

remains under Wiseman’s estate.  

 

In 1881, forty-year-old farm laborer and widow Betty Bailey became the only woman to purchase 

a lot within the first Phillips subdivision. Bailey was present in Christ Church Parish as early as 

1870 with her husband Richard, who used five acres to raise pigs and cultivate corn, cotton, peas, 

and sweet potatoes.77 After her husband’s death, Bailey purchased Lot 19, consisting of eleven 

acres of mostly marshland along Horlbeck Creek, for herself and two teenage children for $110.78 

A majority of Lot 19 remains in the Bailey/Palmer family today. 

 

Although the Phillips Community farming lots were substantially smaller than most in the state 

(the average farm in South Carolina was approximately 143 acres), the rectangular lots allowed 

the farmers to produce a diverse array of crops, including butter beans, sweet potatoes, corn, sweet 

peas, melons, okra, tomato, cucumber, peaches, and pears, while using Horlbeck Creek to net for 

shrimp and fish, catch crab, or harvest oysters.79 Others cultivated rice, such as sailor Flanders 

Green, who purchased the marsh-front Lot 1 in 1881, and Edward Meyers, who in 1878 purchased 

Lot 12, defined by seven acres of marsh and three acres of high ground.80  

 

After selling most lots within the 1875 tract, the Horlbeck brothers subdivided an adjacent, nearly 

three-hundred-acre parcel in a similar manner in 1885. This section is known today as the eastern 

half of the Phillips Community. The Horlbeck family did not, however, formally convey the lots 

until after the death of John S. Horlbeck in 1916, confirming that the lots within the 1885 

subdivision were rented by farmers before their purchase. The family also did not sell the parcels 

in the northern corner closest to Laurel Hill along Wagener and Toomer roads and used the acreage 

for timbering until the 1930s.81  

 

                                                 
74 “Highway 41 widening proposal in Phillips Community still under consideration,” 2020 December 1. ABC News 

4. https://abcnews4.com/news/local/highway-41-widen-proposal-in-phillips-community-still-under-consideration 

(last accessed 2021 May 18). 
75 Charleston County Register of Deeds, Deed Book P17, Page 246, Charleston, SC; 1880 U.S. Federal Census. 
76 “April Gethers,” 1924 May 3. South Carolina, U.S., Death Records, 1821-1969. Charleston County Public Library, 

Charleston, SC; Charleston County Register of Deeds, Deed Book Z14, Page 898, Charleston, SC. 
77 1870 Non-population U.S. Federal Census Schedule. 
78 Charleston County Register of Deeds, Deed Book L18, Page 97, Charleston, SC. 
79 Edgar, 450; Richardson Seacat, 43-44. 
80 Charleston County Register of Deeds, Deed Book T18, Page 49, Charleston, SC; Richard Habersham, Interview by 

author, Mount Pleasant, SC, in-person interview, 2021 February 26. 
81 “John S. Horlbeck,” 1916 May 23, Charleston County Wills, Probate Court Office, Charleston, SC. 
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Between 1918 and 1924, eighteen of the thirty lots were sold to additional Black farmers, many of 

whom were the children or grandchildren of the original 1875 settlers. This included July Tonneau, 

who purchased Lot 54 in 1918, and James Tonneau, who purchased Lot 27 from the Horlbecks in 

1920.82 Both of these men were recorded as the sons of Thomas Tonneau, who purchased Lot 11 

in 1879.83 Ben Meyers, who bought Lot 34 in 1924, was the son of Edward Meyers, owner of Lot 

5 and Lot 12.84 Edward Small, purchaser of Lot 25, was the descendant of Lot 24’s Scipio Small.85  

 

In addition to the acquisition of the 1885 tracts by descendants, many of the other purchasers of 

the later lots were present on the land before the formal conveyance, again suggesting a specific 

work contract or rental agreement was in place. Lot 3 within the 1885 section was purchased by 

Julius Robertson (also spelled Roberson) in 1924, yet a Julius Roberson was recorded in Phillips 

as early as 1910.86 James Swinton of Lot 28 and Joe Glover of Lot 33 were recorded as owning 

their farms in the Phillips Community in the 1920 U.S. census but did not formally purchase the 

lots until 1921 and 1924.87 

 

The presence of so many tenants before the formal transfer of property raises questions on the 

origins of the Phillips farmers. Some original Phillips residents were not from Christ Church 

Parish, such as Thomas Rouse who came from Seabrook Island and relocated to Parkers Island 

before purchasing a lot in Phillips.88 Rebecca, the wife of Archie Bennett (Lot 2), came from 

Martin’s Point, which was a settlement further northwest on the Wando River and Wadmalaw 

Island; Jane Smith, wife of Isaac Bryan (Lot 6) was from John’s Island; and Robert Gallon (Lot 9) 

was born in Florida and relocated from Cainhoy.89 It was also common for freed people from 

further north or west to move closer to Charleston’s metropolitan area, as Christ Church Parish 

welcomed many Black farmers from the Santee region and McClellanville. This included historian 

James Pinckney Jr.’s three-times great-grandmother Binah, who was enslaved under Captain 

Thomas Pinckney in McClellanville but relocated to Christ Church Parish near the Snowden 

community by the late 1860s.90  

 

It is likely, however, that many original Phillips residents were formerly enslaved on, or associated 

with, the Phillips Tract land during the wartime years. According to historian Julia Saville in The 

Work of Reconstruction: From Slave to Wage Laborer in South Carolina, 1860-1870, “land was 

                                                 
82 Charleston County Register of Deeds, Deed Book P29, Page 235, Charleston, SC; Charleston County Register of 

Deeds, Deed Book H28, Page 196, Charleston, SC. 
83 1880 U.S. Federal Census; Charleston County Register of Deeds, Deed Book U17, Page 83, Charleston, SC. 
84 1920 U.S. Federal Census; Charleston County Register of Deeds, Deed Book A11, Page 104, Charleston, SC; 

Charleston County Register of Deeds, Deed Book J17, Page 312, Charleston, SC. 
85 1880 U.S. Federal Census. 
86 1910 U.S. Federal Census; Charleston County Register of Deeds, Deed Book V32, Page 690, Charleston, SC. 
87 Charleston County Register of Deeds, Deed Book V32, Page 691, Charleston, SC; Charleston County Register of 

Deeds, Deed Book G31, Page 239, Charleston, SC. 
88 Interview with Richard Habersham, in-person interview by author, 2021 February 26. 
89 Interview with Richard Habersham, in-person interview by author, 2021 February 26; Tom Bennett,” 1917 

September 5. South Carolina, U.S., Death Records, 1821-1969. Charleston County Public Library, Charleston, SC; 

1870 U.S. Federal Census; “Isaac Bryan,” 1917 July 6. South Carolina, U.S. Death Records, 1821-1970. Charleston 

County Public Library, Charleston, SC. 
90 James Pinckney, Jr., interview by author via email, 2012 July 12. 
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not separate from the ex-slave’s sense of community,” as most developed a profound connection 

to the physical land in which they worked.91 Ernest Parks, a native of a similar settlement 

community on James Island called Sol Legare, confirmed that his ancestors remained in the area 

in which they were enslaved to “make a way for themselves,” and to establish “their own 

communities at any costs” on land in which they were familiar.92 The migration history of the 

Lowcountry’s freed people, according to historian Tyson Gibbs, “underscores the complex nature” 

of that specific population following the Civil War: 

 

This area of the United States is one of the few places in which the relationships between 

slave owner and slave continued beyond the Emancipation Proclamation. Many of the 

African American workers remained in coastal communities, such as Snowden, Phillips, 

Wagner, Martin Point, Parkers Island, 7-Mile and Hamlin Beach. The former slaves found 

work on the plantations on which they had lived and worked, and often would work for 

several of the plantations within the communities in which they lived. Snee Farm, Boone 

Hall, Laurel Hill and Brickyard are examples of some of the places in which Africans 

Americans and their descendants continued to maintain a relationship with the plantations 

of their former slave owners.93  

 

Between the 1840s and 1860s, Laurel Hill owner James T.H. White owned over one hundred 

enslaved people on the property but sold “82 unusually prime and orderly Negros” who had been 

“accustomed to culture of Cotton, Provisions and Brick Making” in 1863 at an auction house in 

downtown Charleston, making it unlikely that any of White’s slaves remained on the plantation.94 

White sold the property to Peter Bonneau, a surgeon in the Confederate army who brought 

enslaved people to Laurel Hill.95 According to the Civil War-era diary of Bonneau’s cousin Harriet 

R. Palmer, “[the Union] burnt Cousin Peter’s house on the plantation next to Oakland” and a few 

of Laurel Hill’s slaves were arrested for taking up arms against scouts hired to keep order while 

Bonneau served in the war.96 It is possible that Sam Scott, Benjamin Bennett, and Prince Bowen 

were enslaved at Laurel Hill and recruited to enlist at this time.  
 

At the onset of emancipation, the Lowcountry’s freed people understandably did not always take 

the surnames of the white planting families who previously enslaved them, making it difficult to 

connect the Phillips farmers to former plantations. On the Ball family plantation along the Cooper 

River, for example, most freed people after the war chose a variety of surnames, including many 

similar to those of the Phillips settlers, such as Bennett, Coaxum, Green, Robertson, Scott, and 

Robinson.97 Coaxum, specifically, was adopted by sixty-seven families in the state by 1880 and is 

                                                 
91 Saville, Julie. The Work of Reconstruction: From Slave to Wage Laborer in South Carolina, 1860-1870. New York 

City, NY: Cambridge University Press, 1996. 18. 
92 Ernie Parks, interview by Corie Hipp, private collection, 2012.  
93 Gibbs, 2.  
94 “Laurel Hill, a Valuable Plantation, Christ Church Parish – A Gang of Eighty two unusually Prime Negros. &c. By 

Alonzo J. White & Son,” 1863 March 3, Charleston Mercury, Charleston, SC. 
95 Richardson Seacat, 29. 
96 Gylmph, 509; “Laurel Hill and the plantations of Dunes West and Park West,” 2016 January 18, Moultrie News, 

Mount Pleasant, SC. 
97 Ball, 352. 
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a name only found in postbellum South Carolina.98 There is also a “Coaxum Road” present in the 

Snowden settlement community. When asked about the last names of those who first farmed in 

the Phillips Community, fourth generation resident Jonathan Ford confirmed “the old people didn’t 

talk about stuff like that.”99 

 

It is important to note, however, that many white planting families with similar last names as the 

Phillips residents did own plantations in Christ Church Parish prior to the Civil War. In addition 

to Bonneau, a “Mrs. M.E. Capers” owned a large property with eighteen slaves nearby, as did 

Constantine Bailey, E.C. Bailey, and William H. Bailey.100 “Geddes” and “Rouse” were the 

surnames of prominent Charleston mayors of the nineteenth century, and there were many 

members of the Bowen family operating plantations along the Cooper River. 

 

Although no one in Phillips formally adopted the Parker or Horlbeck names (eighty-four Black 

residents had the surname of Horlbeck in 1880 Charleston, with eighteen located in Christ Church 

Parish), it is still likely that some of the residents were enslaved on neighboring Horlbeck 

properties or Parkers Island.101 For example, nearly 130 enslaved people were forced to work at 

nearby Boone Hall at the start of the war, and Parkers Island was occupied by nearly seventy 

enslaved people.102 The Horlbecks’ uncle John Lewis Horlbeck (1817-1892) occupied Boone Hall 

during the Civil War and rented out several enslaved people and equipment for the construction of 

a new Confederate fort called Kinloch’s Landing in late 1863.103 While John S. Horlbeck enlisted 

in the Confederate Army in 1864, serving a total of eighty-one days, his properties in Christ Church 

supplied the Confederate Army with cauldrons, coal, and pine produced by his enslaved 

workers.104  

 

The establishment of a small cemetery on Parkers Island may be evidence of a deeper relationship 

between the Horlbeck property and the Phillips residents. During the Horlbeck family ownership 

of Parkers Island, a small section at the southeast corner was retained as a burial ground for the 

inhabitants of Phillips Community, potentially due to their connection to the physical land (Figure 

22). While it is likely that dozens of Phillips Community residents were buried on the property in 

the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, only three markers survive. The markers belong 

to two Union veterans, Benjamin Bennett and farmer Daniel Jerman, Sr. (1832-1901), both 

members of the 128th United States Colored Infantry, as well as John Ernest Watson (1896-1918), 

most likely a grandson of original Phillips farmer Hercules Geddes, who died at the age of twenty-

                                                 
98 1880 U.S. Federal Census; 1880 U.S. Federal Census. 
99 Interview with Jonathan Ford, in-person interview by author, 2021 February 26. 
100 1860 U.S. Federal Census. 
101 1880 U.S. Federal Census. 
102 1850 and 1860 U.S. Federal Slave Schedules; 1880 U.S. Federal Census. 
103 “John Horlbeck” Kinloch’s Landing, U.S. Confederate Army Payrolls for Enslaved Labor. 
104 “John Horlbeck,” 1864 October 1. U.S., Civil War Pension Index: General Index to Pension Files, 1861-1934. The 

U.S. National Archives and Records Administration. Washington, D.C.; “John Horlbeck,” Confederate Papers 

Relating to Citizens or Business Firms, compiled 1874 - 1899, documenting the period 1861 – 1865. M346, Group 

109, Roll 0466. The National Archives. Washington, D.C. 
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two of pneumonia while enlisted at Camp Jackson during World War I (Figure 23).105 Death 

records confirm that fellow Union veteran and original Phillips farmer Samuel Scott (d. 1924) is 

also buried on the property in an unmarked grave, as well as his wife Celia (d. 1922), Tom Bennett 

(d. 1917), stepson to original 1875 farmer Archie Bennett, and Louvinia Coxam, daughter of 

Hammond Coxam, purchaser of Lot 8.106 The fact that burials occurred after 1920, when the 

Horlbeck family announced in local newspapers that trespassing notices would be granted to those 

who entered onto Parkers Island “except under written permission,” is further confirmation that 

there was a formal relationship between the Horlbecks and members of the Phillips Community.107 
 

In 1888, the News & Courier deemed the Horlbecks’ Boone Hall an “example of a revival of 

resources after the war,” excelling in “the production of cotton and truck [farming] with marked 

success.”108 This success was most likely largely due to the work of several Phillips laborers, as 

nearly all Phillips residents between 1880 and 1920 were recorded as “farm laborers” for 

surrounding properties (Figure 24).109 This included women and children as young as ten, such as 

brothers Jacob (b. 1868) and Thomas (b. 1870) Bowen in 1880.110 Although most heads of 

households had transitioned to “farmers” working on, and owning, personal properties by World 

War II, many members of the Phillips Community continued to work on the Horlbeck land (Figure 

25).111 By the 1930s, for example, “Old Lady Glover,” most likely a relative of original Phillips 

owner Peter Glover or Joe Glover, served as the caretaker of a pecan grove on Parkers Island, and 

according to oral histories, she often arranged employment for farm laborers of Phillips to work 

on both the island and Boone Hall, even after the Horlbecks sold the properties to Thomas A. Stone 

by 1935.112 This most likely included James Swinton, a Phillips resident who worked in the fields 

of Boone Hall between 1936 and 1937 (Figure 26).113 Frankie Coakley also resided within the 

boundaries of the Phillips Community by 1930 and worked directly with Stone. 114 According to 

Stone in April of 1938: “Charlie, Bill, Glen and I and seven of the boys – Dee, Bossie, Ben Grant, 

Slim, Morgan, Frankie Coakley and Lewis Washington – worked all night. The previledged [sic] 

whites got a little sleep on Monday afternoon, but the boys worked right through the whole day.”115 

 

                                                 
105 “John Ernest Watson,” 1918 May 12. South Carolina, U.S., Death Records, 1821-1969. Charleston County Public 

Library, Charleston, SC; “Daniel Jarman,” 1894 January 16. U.S., Civil War Pension Index: General Index to Pension 

Files, 1861-1934. The U.S. National Archives and Records Administration. Washington, D.C. 
106 “Louvinia Coxam,” 1924 August 23. South Carolina, U.S., Death Records, 1821-1969. Charleston County Public 

Library, Charleston, SC; “Celia Scott,” 1922 December 18. South Carolina, U.S., Death Records, 1821-1969. 

Charleston County Public Library, Charleston, SC; “Tom Bennett,” 1917 September 5. South Carolina, U.S., Death 

Records, 1821-1969. Charleston County Public Library, Charleston, SC; Gourdin, John Raymond. Borrowed Identity: 

128th United States Colored Troops. Maryland: Heritage Book, Inc., 2009. 129; “Samuel Scott,” 1926 April 18. South 

Carolina, U.S., Death Records, 1821-1969. Charleston County Public Library, Charleston, SC 
107 “Notice,” 1920 November 27, News & Courier, Charleston, SC.  
108 “The Boone Hall Place,” 1888 May 22, News & Courier, Charleston, SC. 
109 1880-1920 U.S. Federal Census. 
110 1880 U.S. Federal Census. 
111 1930 U.S. Federal Census. 
112 Richardson Seacat, 37. 
113 1940 U.S. Federal Census; “List of Names of Men and Boys,” 1937, Boone Hall Scrapbook, South Carolina 

Historical Society. Charleston, SC. 
114 1930 U.S. Federal Census. 
115 “Thursday, April 14, 1938,” Boone Hall Scrapbook, South Carolina Historical Society. Charleston, SC. 
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Phillips farmers also cultivated their own properties to supply crops for Stone’s truck farming 

operation as well as for their personal business endeavors. An image from Stone’s 1930s Boone 

Hall scrapbook depicts “Ben and Joe” growing rice oats on an unidentified “settlement field” likely 

owned by Black farmers (Figure 27). By 1940, ten out of forty head-of-households labored solely 

on their own farms while several other families sold vegetables from their properties at stores 

within and around the community.116 Fifty-six-year-old Henry Coaxum was recorded as a huckster 

that same year, selling vegetables he grew on his property, while the Ford family operated a 

vegetable stand under an old oak tree in front of No. 1748 Highway 41.117 A wooden bench still 

survives under the oak. Residents also sold sweetgrass baskets in Charleston’s city center as early 

as the 1920s, as well as sunflowers, black-eyed Susan and other flowers cultivated on their 

farms.118 In 1937, an article in the News & Courier called the area in and around the Phillips 

Community “a wild territory” where “the negroes scratch a precarious living from the ground.”119  

 

In addition to farming, many residents used portions of their property for timbering, and it is likely 

that the lumber used for the construction of the community’s earliest dwellings came from 

properties within Phillips. Housing at this time most likely consisted of reused slave dwellings and 

rudimentary one-story clapboard cottages that were dispersed throughout the original farming lots 

(see Figure 24 and Figures 28-29). The lumber was also most likely used for the construction of 

Mount Pleasant’s Black schoolhouses. Charleston County records show that between 1910 and 

1920 the county purchased lumber, freight, and fuel from Black families with the last names of 

Rouse, Turner, Coaxum, and Smalls throughout School District No. 6, which was composed of 

the rural sections in Christ Church Parish.120 Lumber companies that timbered along the Wando 

and Cooper rivers, such as the Tuxbury Mill in North Charleston, also employed many Black 

settlement residents by the late 1930s (Figure 30).121 

 

By 1940, seven Phillips men also worked on “highway construction” for the state and likely helped  

build Highway 41 through their own community.122 Ten were employed under the Works Progress 

Administration, also working on Highway 41, the construction of the Wando Bridge, and other 

roadway projects in the area. This included Phillips resident Chris “Habby” Habersham, who was 

unemployed at the start of World War II and engaged in work through the state’s Black Civilian 

Conservation Corp (CCC).123 

 

As for the women of the Phillips Community, census records confirm that at least a few women 

served as household staff for nearby white families as early as 1880.124 This included Pender Small, 

wife of Scipio Small of Lots 23 and 24 in 1880, Julia Geddes, daughter-in-law to Hercules Geddes 

                                                 
116 1940 U.S. Federal Census. 
117 Interview with Richard Habersham, in-person interview by author, 2022 June 30. 
118 Richardson Seacat, 42. 
119 “Bridges to Open Wilderness Path,” 1937 September 19, News & Courier, Charleston, SC. 
120 “School District, No. 6,” 1912 February 22, News & Courier, Charleston, SC; “School District, No. 6,” 1913 

February 17, News & Courier, Charleston, SC. 
121 “Bridges to Open Wilderness Path,” 1937 September 19, News & Courier, Charleston, SC. 
122 1940 U.S. Federal Census. 
123 Interview with Richard Habersham, in person interview by author, 2022 June 30. 
124 1870 and 1880 U.S. Federal Census. 
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of Lot 13, in 1900, and her next-door neighbor Matilda, the wife of July Tonneau of Lot 27, in 

1920, all of whom were recorded in the census as a “housekeeper.”125 The twelve-year-old 

daughter of farm laborers Simon Bonneau and Peggy Burns of Lot 22 was recorded as a “nurse” 

in 1880.126  

 

Many also most likely worked for Henrietta V. Pollitzer Hartford (1881-1948), who purchased 

Wagner Place, a former plantation that bounded the Phillips Community to the northwest, in 

1931.127 Widow of Manhattan business mogul Edward V. Hartford, Henrietta Hartford hired well-

known landscape architects the Olmstead Brothers to design the grounds of her new winter hunting 

reserve along the Wando River, aptly naming it Wando Plantation.128 There, she built a large 

mansion, intricate formal gardens, elaborate drives, and a golf course, much of which still survives 

today as part of Dunes West Golf Course. Six cottages were also added to the property for “colored 

employees” at a “convenient distance” from the main house.129 By 1935, Hartford applied for an 

oyster cultivation lease along the back of her property and most likely also enlisted the help of 

local Phillips fisherman to help harvest the shellfish.130 She became known as Princess Pignatelli 

when she married Prince Guido Pignatelli di Montecalvo (1900-1967) of Italy in 1937 and 

remained on Wando Plantation seasonally until 1942, when her 32-room mansion was destroyed 

by fire.131 In 2017, Phillips resident Reverend Harry Palmer recalled Hartford as being a 

“benefactress to Phillips,” helping repair homes in the area and distributing money on 

Christmas.132 

 

Businesses were established within the Phillips Community as early as 1910s, and ranged from 

groceries to “juke joints.” With the establishment of Highway 41 and investment in neighboring 

properties by wealthy northerners in the 1930s and 1940s, traffic through Phillips increased as 

tourism and cultural heritage travel brought people to the Lowcountry. While the county and state 

hoped the new highway through Phillips would bring “filling stations, hot dog stands, tourist 

cabins and perhaps eventually new settlers,” it actually created an opportunity for Phillips residents 

to sell crops and cultural wares, such as sweetgrass baskets, from the comfort of their front yards 

in roadside stands and stores.133  

 

Causey’s Store was operated by Oron Causey and his family, a white farmer who purchased land 

within the Phillips Community from the Swinton family by 1950.134 Although the store is no longer 

extant, the Causey family still maintains a large parcel in the northwest section of the community. 

                                                 
125 1900 U.S. Federal Census. 
126 1880 U.S. Federal Census. 
127 “20 Years Ago,” 1951 April 10, Evening Post, Charleston, SC; “Wando Plantation Sold to Lumber Firm for 

$195,000,” 1947 May 30, Evening Post, Charleston, SC. 
128 “Plans $1000,000 Winter Home,” 1931 April 9, Evening Post, Charleston, SC. 
129 “Deer Play on Golf Links,” 1939 September 10, News & Courier, Charleston, SC. 
130 Richardson Seacat, 39. 
131 “Princess Pignatelli Leaves $10,000 to Charleston Museum,” 1948 November 19, News & Courier, Charleston, 

SC. 
132 Richardson Seacat, 39. 
133 “Bridges to Open Wilderness Path,” 1937 September 19, News & Courier, Charleston, SC. 
134 Richardson Seacat, 42; Charleston Register of Deeds, Deed Book U55, page 599. Charleston County, SC; 1950 

U.S. Federal Census. 
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Groceries produced by neighbors Josie Rouse and Francis Coaxum, whose fathers’ Joseph Rouse 

and Henry Coaxum farmed along Highway 41 as early as the 1910s, were sold along the highway 

throughout the pre- and post-World War II era.135 A night club/juke joint operated by Elijah and 

Robert Ford occupied the northwest corner of Parkers Island Road and Highway 41 in the 1950s 

and 1960s.136 Another juke joint, located at the corner of Bennett Charles and Highway 41, was 

converted to a church by the 1970s and demolished soon thereafter.137 Patrons from various parts 

of the Mount Pleasant area, including Cainhoy, frequented the juke joints, which were part of a 

circuit with other establishments in surrounding settlement communities. This included a juke joint 

on Bee Hive Road in Ten Mile and the Blue Room in Snowden. The Ford family also operated a 

convenience store at No. 1749 Highway 41 in the 1960s before its closure by 1970.138 

 

From 1911 to 1953, the community children attended the Phillips Elementary School, a two-room 

schoolhouse constructed by the Charleston County School District along the north side of Gregorie 

Ferry Road and moved to the south side of the street onto Lot 15 in 1938 for the establishment of 

Highway 41 (see Figure 13-Figure 14).139 At the time of its construction, Charleston County 

operated several schools in rural areas for the Black population. In addition to the Phillips 

Elementary School, the Christ Church School District included Twelve Mile School, Four Mile 

School, and Victory Point School.140 According to historian Rebekah Dobrasko in her 2005 

Architectural Survey of Charleston County’s School Equalization Program 1951-1955:  

 

Although education in white schools was relatively poor, black schools were continually 

underfunded and ignored by both state and local governments. The black community was 

forced to raise money to support their children’s education and teachers in the public 

schools. Parents in Charleston County relied on missionary societies and churches for 

educational purposes. Black teachers taught in overcrowded classrooms for small salaries, 

especially as compared to white teachers. In the rural areas of Charleston County, the 

school board crowded black students into small one- and two- teacher schools while white 

children attended larger schools.141 

 

In 1918, Viola Rivers served the Phillips Elementary School’s principal and teacher, overseeing 

seventy-five pupils. That year, it was the only school in Charleston County where every student 

purchased war stamps for the county’s war saving effort during World War I. 142 

 

By 1953, Charleston County consolidated the area’s Black children into two bigger schools, Laing 

High School on Highway 17 near the Six Mile community and Jennie Moore Elementary on 

                                                 
135 1950 U.S. Federal Census. 
136 Interview with Richard Habersham, in-person interview by author, 2022 June 30; 1930 U.S. Federal Census. 
137 Interview with Richard Habersham, in-person interview by author, 2022 June 30. 
138 Interview with Richard Habersham, interview by author via phone, 2022 June 25. 
139 “Country Treasurer’s Report,” 1911 February 23, Evening Post, Charleston, SC; Richardson Seacat, 74. 
140 “County Treasurer’s Report,” 1911 February 23, Evening Post, Charleston, SC. 
141 Dobrasko, Rebekah. Architectural Survey of Charleston County’s School Equalization Program 1951-1955. Study 

conducted by University of South Carolina for the National Register of Historic Places. 2005. 7.  
142 “Schools are Slow in Buying Stamps,” 1918 March 20, Evening Post, Charleston, SC. 
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Hamlin Road, and advertised “six abandoned Negro schools east of the Cooper River” for sale.143 

The schools for sale included Remley Point School, Phillips Elementary School, Four Mile School, 

the Gregorie School, Seven Mile School, and Long Point School. At this time, Phillips Elementary 

School had sixty students and was described as being on the west side of the “newly constructed 

state highway.”144 With the consolidation of these separate smaller schoolhouses into Laing High 

School and Jennie Moore Elementary, Phillips Community’s younger generation attended school 

with children from several different settlement communities for the first time. After the passing of 

Millicent Brown et. al v. Charleston County School Board, District 20 and the Civil Rights Act of 

1964, however, the school system was required to desegregate and the children of the Phillips 

Community began to integrate into the main school system, such as Moultrie High School, in 

1965.145 Phillips Elementary School was ultimately demolished by the early 1960s. 

 

Along with discrimination in education, Phillips families also faced prohibition from many social, 

political, and recreational opportunities outside the community boundaries, and were significantly 

impacted by the segregation of national resources and modern amenities. In addition to being 

bisected by one of the state’s biggest highway projects in the late 1930s, Phillips Community and 

other Black settlement communities along the Wando River were some of the last areas in 

Charleston County to receive electricity, using candle-light and kerosene lamps as late as 1948.146 

An area thriving with self-sustaining farms, culture, and businesses was described by the News & 

Courier at this time as “a desolate area, once rich in plantations” and “a hideaway for moonshiners” 

(Figure 31).147  

 

When the Olmstead Brothers planned the entrance for the new Wando Plantation in the 1930s, the 

gates were placed at the eastern edge of the Phillips Community, near the current day intersection 

of Joe Rouse and Bessemer roads (Figure 32-33). Before Highway 41’s establishment in the late 

1930s, Hartford complained frequently of the rough conditions of Gregorie Ferry Road leading up 

to the main gates, confirming with her design team that “the county will fix the old road up to my 

entrance,” leaving the road through Phillips unpaved.148 The gates led to an entrance drive that was 

designed to circumvent Phillips Community along the northern boundary despite Wando 

Plantation being directly west of the settlement (Figure 34). This was likely to prevent visitors to 

the plantation, or Hartford, from traveling through the settlement, residents of which the Olmstead 

Brothers labeled as “darkies,” before reaching the vast luxury estate (Figure 35). On the other side 

of Phillips at this time, the owners of Parkers Island prohibited Phillips Community members from 

hunting and fishing on the island, a place they had been physically and culturally connected to for 

over a century.149 

 

                                                 
143 “Moultrie District Offers 6 Abandoned Schools for Sale,” 1953 July 29, News & Courier, Charleston, SC 
144 “Mt. Pleasant Negro School Bid Opened; Reorganization is Told,” 1953 January 8, News & Courier, Charleston, 

SC; “Public Notice,” 1953 July 11, News & Courier, Charleston, SC. 
145 Richardson Seacat, 54. 
146 “New Electrical Line for Cainhoy Section to be Ready Soon,” 1948 April 18, News & Courier, Charleston, SC. 
147 “Bridges to Open Wilderness Path,” 1937 September 19, News & Courier, Charleston, SC. 
148 Untitled notes, Item #09213-126. “Wando Plantation, Charleston; South Carolina.” United States Department of 

the Interior, National Park Service, Olmsted National Historic Site, Brookline, MA. 
149 “Trespass Notice,” 1944 August 18, News & Courier, Charleston, SC. 
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The role of religion was an integral part of survival and cultural sustainment for Black communities 

during the Reconstruction and Jim Crow era and has always been at the forefront of community 

development within Phillips. Although formal church structures were not erected within the 

Phillips Community boundaries prior to World War II, many residents still talk about the praise 

houses and society halls that once existed within the community. A 2018 cultural resources report 

on Phillips Community shared memories of the community’s praise houses, where a “Seeking 

Mother,” “Praying Mother,” or “Teaching Mother” met with residents as a religious mentor and 

community elder.150 One such praise house was formerly located on the Rouse property on the 

south side of Highway 41.  

 

Society halls were also established within the community and served as the location of cultural 

events such as dances and centers of philanthropic services for residents in need. A society hall 

was located on both the Small and Coaxum properties along the south side of Highway 41 east of 

Bent Oak Road, while Wiseman Society Hall, which specialized in the gifting of handmade 

coffins, was located on the future home of Phillips Community Park.151 The use of praise houses 

and society halls decreased with the loss of community elders in the post-World War II period. 

The last structure fell in the 1990s.152 A small Baptist congregation also met within the community 

on the Bonneau property in the early twentieth century, but the associated building no longer 

survives.153  

 

Families most often attended Goodwill AME Church (established 1836) and Olive Branch AME 

Church (established in 1870), both located on Highway 17 a few miles south of Phillips. According 

to Phillips community residents, the churches were part of the “Mount Pleasant circuit,” a group 

of  “sister churches” that shared pastors following emancipation.154 Original Phillips farmer 

Charles Rouse was one of the early preachers for the circuit.155 It wasn’t until the late 1960s that 

full time pastors were assigned to each church. 

 

Although the current sanctuaries of Goodwill AME and Olive Branch AME are newer structures, 

the adjacent cemeteries contain dozens of graves associated with the original Phillips families. 

Original farmer Thomas Rouse (1834-1924), for example, was buried at Olive Branch AME in 

1924 and November Bonneau (1887-1948), son of original farmer November Bonneau and most 

likely born in Phillips Community, was buried there in 1948. 156 Phillips resident and cook Hattie 

Turner (1901-1945) was buried at Greater Goodwill AME in 1945 as well as Charles Capers 

(1888-1966), son of original farmer Charles Capers, in 1966.157 Fourth-generation resident Major 

                                                 
150 Richardson Seacat, 50. 
151 Interview with Richard Habersham, in-person interview by author, 2022 June 30; Richardson Seacat, 51. 
152 Interview with Richard Habersham, in-person interview by author, 2022 June 30. 
153 Ibid. 
154 Richardson Seacat, 49. 
155 “Charles Rouse,” headstone, Olive Branch AME Church, Highway 17, Mount Pleasant, SC. 
156 “Thomas Rouse,” 1924 January 25. South Carolina, U.S. Death Records, 1821-1970. Charleston County Public 

Library, Charleston, SC; “November Bonneau,” 1948 September 20. South Carolina, U.S. Death Records, 1821-1970. 

Charleston County Public Library, Charleston, SC. 
157 “Hattie Turner,” 1945 March 17. South Carolina, U.S. Death Records, 1821-1970. Charleston County Public 

Library, Charleston, SC; “Charles Capers,” 1966. South Carolina, U.S. Death Records, 1821-1970. Charleston County 

Public Library, Charleston, SC. 
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General Abraham Turner remembered the large family gatherings and pick-up football games in a 

farmer’s field every Sunday after church at Goodwill AME.158 It was a place to worship together 

and according to Turner, also talk with the elders. 

 

While Parkers Island Cemetery served as a sacred burial ground for many Phillips families, Parker 

Island’s restricted access by the 1940s and the increase of burials within formal churchyard 

cemeteries at Goodwill AME and Olive Branch AME led to a diminished use by the 1950s. For 

example, twenty-year-old Lavinia Coaxum was buried in Parkers Island Cemetery in 1924. Her 

sister Elvira Coaxum Nathan was buried in Goodwill AME over thirty years later in 1957.159 

Headstones were also frequently vandalized or stolen at this time, a major reason why most of the 

cemetery’s burials are currently unmarked.160  

 

As many younger Phillips laborers engaged in construction and industrial work through 

government programs and with large local corporations through the World War II era, such as 

Elijah Rouse who remained a worker at the Navy Yard throughout the 1950s, the business of 

farming within Phillips began to decline as the 1960s approached.161 While the older generation, 

such as sixty-one-year old Henry Coaxum as well as Edward Swinton and Joseph Rouse, both 

sixty five, continued to operate farms along Highway 41 at this time, the younger generation 

engaged in more industrial and off-site employment. In 1950, for example, forty-seven-year-old 

Ike Bonneau and thirty-seven-year-old Ben Meyer worked on steamships at Charleston’s port 

while thirty-nine-year-old Joe Rouse was a laborer on construction sites, thirty-five-year-old 

Joseph Turner worked for a lumber firm and twenty-five-year-old Chris Habersham was employed 

at a feed manufacturing company.162  

 

Throughout the 1950s and 1960s, however, families still managed personal farming plots, 

despite working elsewhere, as one current resident remembers he “could see one house to the 

next because there were all cornfields, no trees.”163 Fourth-generation resident Richard 

Habersham and Major General Abraham Turner recalled the farms of the midcentury, stating 

“everyone shared if they needed” and “you never went hungry in Phillips.”164 Habersham also 

remembered the seasonal uses of the natural landscape by his family and neighbors: 

“Summertime you plant a garden and crops. In the wintertime you hunt. You always had food on 

the table from the landscape. We was doing organic before the time it was cool to be organic.”165 
 

                                                 
158 Interview with Abraham Turner, interview by author via phone, 2022 August 9.  
159 “Lavinia Coaxum,” 1924 September 9. South Carolina, U.S. Death Records, 1821-1970. Charleston County Public 

Library. Charleston, SC; “Elvira Nathan,” 1957 August 29. South Carolina, U.S. Death Records, 1821-1970. 

Charleston County Public Library. Charleston, SC 
160 “Trespass Notice,” 1944 August 18, News & Courier, Charleston, SC. 
161 1950 U.S. Federal Census. 
162 1950 U.S. Federal Census. 
163 Interview with Richard Habersham, in-person interview by author, 2022 June 30. 
164 Interview with Richard Habersham, in-person interview by author, 2022 May 4; Interview with Richard 

Habersham, in-person interview by author, 2022 June 30. 
165 Richardson Seacat, 39; “Phillips Community,” Richard Habersham, 2021 November 3. Past Forward 2021, 

National Trust for Historic Preservation. 
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Rice cultivation also still occurred in old rice fields within the Phillips boundaries on marsh-lined 

lots.166 Although infilled, a rice field behind today’s No. 1778 Highway 41 was likely still in use 

at this time and may have been created from remnants of an old bank present near the property as 

early as 1768 (see Figure 1). 

 

In addition to growing rice, the creek continued to supply the Phillips Community with abundant 

seafood during the midcentury. Reverend Smalls recalled fishing from the creek in the 1950s: 

 

…we would row out [southward] with the tide in the morning. We’d catch our shrimp. After 

we’d got a satisfied amount of shrimp for the family, then we’d sit down and fish and wait for 

the tide to turn. We’d go out with the tide and come back with the tide…Most people had a 

boat, especially if they were right on the creek side, you know, to be able to go out into the 

creek…We didn’t go far. There was a place called “Brick Yard”; that’s the farthest we’d go, 

and a lot of times, we didn’t go there…I’d say Brick Yard was maybe about 15 minutes from 

where we would stop at. 167 

 

Despite the restricted access to Parkers Island, the Bridge also remained a landmark in the 

community, where residents swam, fished, and docked boats. Not only have most older residents 

within Phillips learned how to swim at the Bridge, which was considered a “rite of passage,” but 

most of the community’s seafood came from boats and nets accessed from the structure.168 

Members within the Phillips Community also made their own fishing nets, a practice still 

celebrated today through the Gullah/Geechee Fishing Association, the Gullah Geechee Cultural 

Heritage Corridor, and many other local settlement communities. Categorized as a craft tradition 

and a “cultural continuity from the rivers of the Rice Coast of West Africa” by the Gullah Geechee 

Cultural Heritage Corridor in 2012, net making remained in practice within the Phillips 

Community by the late Benjamin Turner, who would both knit and repair nets for those in the 

area.169 

 

Integration, industrialization, and the migration of younger generations by the start of the 1970s 

changed the landscape and dynamics within the settlement. Professor Cari Goetcheus at the 

University of Georgia’s College of Environment and Design conducted an analysis of settlement 

communities east of the Cooper River in 2010 and concluded that communities such as Phillips 

began to change two generations ago. Her research confirmed that integration was “the biggest 

impact” as communities “did not need to have their own stores, their own banks, their own 

community infrastructure,” and residents had the freedom to go anywhere.170 Historic aerials show 

that with the decrease of residents serving as full-scale farmers by the 1970s, farming tracts began 

                                                 
166 Richardson Seacat, 39-43. 
167 Richardson Seacat, 39-43. 
168 “Phillips Community,” Richard Habersham, 2021 November 3. Past Forward 2021, National Trust for Historic 

Preservation. 
169 Richardson Seacat, 44; National Park Service, Denver Service Center. Gullah Geechee Cultural Heritage Corridor 

Management Plan. Gullah Geechee Cultural Heritage Corridor Commission, 2012. 64. 

https://gullahgeecheecorridor.org/resources/management-plan/ (last accessed 2022 July 8) 
170 “As Development Races Ahead, So do Efforts to Save African-American Settlement Communities,” 2018 March 

9, Post & Courier, Charleston, SC.  
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the gradual transition to purely residential compounds as vegetation and more dwellings emerged 

from the landscape.  

 

Three baseball fields within the Phillips Community in the 1970s on the lands of Geddes, “Old 

Man Frenchie Bonneau,” and today’s location of the Park also gave way to vegetation as children 

began to travel and recreate outside the community boundaries (Figure 36).171 The recreational 

activities, such as baseball and football games and swimming, shared produce and seafood, and 

religious gatherings within the settlement during the midcentury, however, represented the close-

knit relationship between residents, many of whose families were connected through intermarriage 

within the century. According to Habersham: “You had a roof.  You had kids, siblings, cousins 

and the neighbors. Everybody was your parent.”172 Turner, also growing up in the 1950s, 

confirmed, “we all had different names and we were all one big family.”173 

 

New opportunity for Black citizens resulted in the gradual migration of residents from the Phillips 

Community following the 1970s, as the younger generation was more likely to leave to attend 

college, start employment, or experience life in another state. Many young residents also chose to 

join the military or relocate to northern cities with more opportunity. This included Richard 

Habersham, who joined the army, and Major General Abraham Turner, who also joined the army 

in 1976. The portion of Highway 41 that runs through the Phillips Community was dedicated as 

the "Major General Abraham Turner Highway" in 2010 by the South Carolina Department of 

Transportation. Ann Snyder, who recalled not being allowed to speak Gullah growing up for fear 

of discrimination, moved away to New York. Beatrice Coleman moved to Harlem and Hilda Rouse 

entered in the federal program Job Corps and studied nursing in New Jersey. All those mentioned 

above have since returned to their ancestral properties within Phillips, as have many other 

descendants of the original Phillips families. 174 

 

SOCIAL HISTORY: TRADITIONAL CULTURAL HISTORY 

The evolving building inventory, surviving landscape features, preserved lot lines, and multi-

generational landownership all significantly contribute to the community’s cultural identity as well 

as the existence of intangible social attributes rooted in Gullah tradition. This includes the integral 

role of religion, community gathering, recreational activities, including hunting and fishing, and 

material culture production, such as sweetgrass baskets. The current residents of the Phillips 

Community remain connected to Lowcountry Gullah lifeways, maintaining important social 

values that have existed in their community for nearly 150 years. Although agricultural practices 

have significantly decreased, residents retain what the 2018 Phillips Community Cultural 

Landscape Technical Report called a “traditions-oriented relationship with the natural world,” 

representing Gullah practices that have defined Black settlement communities since the Civil 

War.175 

                                                 
171 Interview with Richard Habersham, in-person interview by author, 2022 June 30. 
172 “Phillips Community,” Richard Habersham, 2021 November 3. Past Forward 2021, National Trust for Historic 

Preservation. 
173 Interview with Abraham Turner, interview by author via phone, 2022 August 9.  
174 Richardson Seacat, 43; “A SENSE OF PLACE - Students study rural way of life,” 2006 August 3, Post & Courier, 

Charleston, SC. 
175 Richardson Seacat, 43 
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By utilizing and preserving family properties, the current Phillips residents continue to honor the 

foundations set by their ancestors. Nearly 150 years later, the great granddaughter of original 

farmer Scipio Small recalled her family’s journey: “You don’t know what our grandparents, our 

parents had to go through to have us where we are today with our own land, our own home. And 

it might not look like yours, but its home for us. We own it and its valuable property.”176 

Habersham mirrored Small’s sentiments: “They had nothing and they had the wisdom to buy 

property…You’re uneducated…but predict how you wanted the future to turn out for your 

[descendants]. That in itself is something.”177 

 

Today, over 85% of the Phillips Community has remained in ancestral ownership and the lots are 

distinguished by family name, not by lot number or formal address. Collectively, the lots within 

the Phillips Community reflect the cultural value placed on continued land ownership within 

Mount Pleasant’s Black rural settlements, an aspect Habersham confirms is still treasured: 

   

When you’ve got more houses and everything, that means that the families still take an 

interest in the community and the community is still growing. And that’s what this property 

was meant for. You have to realize when my great grandfather bought the property…they 

always wanted a place that their ancestors would always have no matter what. If you went 

out and did well in the world, that was all good and well. But if you went out and didn’t do 

so good, you would have a place to come back to. So, the property itself is still serving the 

same purpose. It’s still serving that purpose of community and family. Even though it 

changed how we perceive it, it changed how we get there, but it’s still serving the same 

purpose.178 

 

Goetcheus called “the way each family created a communal gathering space” in Phillips a  unique 

land-use pattern as well as the division of parcels over time among relatives, as “they would just 

take a piece of property and build their own building on it” and still do today.179 In 2021, 

Habersham described the retained quality of life through honoring the original property 

boundaries, stating “you are close to somebody but you are not up on somebody,” giving each 

resident a sense of freedom within the small community.180 Today, it is common to see a row of 

mailboxes along a single driveway or unpaved road, representing the multi-generational or shared 

occupancy of a singular lot (see photo 89). 

 

                                                 
176 “Highway 41 widening proposal in Phillips Community still under consideration,” 2020 December 1. ABC News 

4. https://abcnews4.com/news/local/highway-41-widen-proposal-in-phillips-community-still-under-consideration 

(last accessed 2021 May 18). 
177 “Lowcountry Community Used Environmental Law to Fight Road Expansion. Now it’s Been Gutted,” 2020 July 

28, Post & Courier, Charleston, SC.  
178 Neufeld, Darcy Elizabeth. “Crossroads of Development: Considering Gullah Geechee Communities as Traditional 

Cultural Properties,” unpublished thesis, Clemson University/College of Charleston Masters of Historic Preservation, 

2021. 103-104. 
179 “As Development Races Ahead, So do Efforts to Save African-American Settlement Communities,” 2018 March 

9, Post & Courier, Charleston, SC.  
180 “Phillips Community,” Richard Habersham, 2021 November 3. Past Forward 2021, National Trust for Historic 

Preservation. 
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Further attesting to the continued fostering of a close-knit community, the Phillips Community 

Association (PCA) was established in 1999 to advocate for the physical protection and cultural 

values within the Phillips Community in the wake of significant surrounding development. The 

group’s creation was spurred by the decision to place a municipal water tank near the northwest 

corner of the settlement adjacent to Lots 1 and 2. The battle was lost, but through the leadership 

of community elders, PCA gained credibility with Charleston County and Mount Pleasant, and 

PCA continues to fight for the protection of Phillips’ landscape. Since then, PCA has purchased 

Lots 1 and 2 along Horlbeck Creek as a way to ensure the preservation of waterfront lots and 

continued access to the creek. Known to locals as “the Park,” the lots will be converted into a 

recreational and community gathering space with trails, fields, and picnic tables.  

 

Gathering under trees or on porches is also a shared pastime within the community, as the act of 

sitting with neighbors and family outdoors for long periods of time is an integral lifeway of the 

Gullah community dating to the antebellum period. In a 2004 Post & Courier article titled “Saving 

Gullah Culture,” the newspaper confirmed that “in the Phillips community east of the Cooper, men 

carry out the African way of gathering under shade trees while women sew sweetgrass baskets that 

resemble coiled baskets made today in West Africa.”181 On any given day, groups of older men 

can be seen sitting beneath a canopy of oaks tucked into the interior of a property or along Highway 

41. In their absence, chairs positioned in a circle can often be spotted under the shade of a tree. To 

honor the tradition of gathering, PCA hosts fish fries and the Annual Family Day beneath the tree 

canopy at the Park every year.  

 

As stated in the 2004 article, sweetgrass basket making by the women is also a significant form of 

gathering within the community. Native Phillips resident and local teacher Kathy Smalls, whose 

family resided at No. 1672 Highway 41 and is a current board member of the Avery Research 

Center for African American History and Culture, is just one of the many residents who continue 

the art of basket making.182 Laurie Bonneau, who resides on November Bonneau’s original Phillips 

farming tract along Highway 41, also makes sweetgrass baskets and sells them at the corner of 

Broad and Meeting streets in Charleston, the epicenter of sweetgrass basket stands in downtown.  

 

In 1988, Phillips Community representative John Wilson demanded that Phillips residents were 

assured by developers of Rivertowne on Parkers Island that they wouldn’t be cut off from access 

to Horlbeck Creek and “the needed grasses used by the area women to make baskets,” affirming 

the integral role of sweetgrass basket making in the community.183 Although a private golf course 

now lines the marshes of Parkers Island along Horlbeck Creek, the men continue to gather 

sweetgrass from local undeveloped parcels and collected sweetgrass is often seen drying in yards 

within the community. Older generations of women, such as current residents Hilda Rouse and 

Beatrice Coleman who both learned art of basket weaving in the 1950s, still train young girls on 

the craft, most often starting with the creation of sweetgrass roses.184  

                                                 
181 “Saving Gullah Culture,” 2004 May 25, Post & Courier, Charleston, SC.  
182 “Avery Institute Board Members for 2021,” Avery Research Center for African American History and Culture, 

Charleston. SC. http://www.averyinstitute.us. (last accessed June 2022). 
183 “Plan for Parkers Island Development,” 1988 September 27, News & Courier, Charleston, SC. 
184 Richardson Seacat, 41; Atchison, Marc. “Sweetgrass Weavers Charleston’s Sweet Surprise,” TravelLife. 2015. 

digital article. http://www.travelife.ca (last accessed 2022 September 28). 

http://www.averyinstitute.us/
http://www.travelife.ca/
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Today, four sweetgrass basket stands, as well as one “nuts & vegetables” stand, survive within the 

community boundaries. At least one sweetgrass basket stand was active as recently as 2016.185 

Most women, however, sell the baskets along Highway 17 or within Charleston’s city center. In 

addition to the stands, many fruit and nut trees, such as pears and pecans, are seen in the front 

yards of several properties and survive as testimony to the produce once harvested by the Phillips 

Community and also sold in roadside stands. 

 

Religious gatherings remain an essential part of the culture within the Phillips Community. Most 

members continue to attend Sunday service at Goodwill AME or Olive Branch AME, the 

cemeteries of which are still active. Many Phillips congregants descend from reverends or 

community elders who led the churches, including Major General Abraham Turner, one of the 

eleven children of Rev. Joseph Turner, Sr. and Maggie Turner, the oldest living member of the 

Phillips Community at the age of 98. Today, Phillips residents Rev. Elijah Smalls, Jr. and Rev. 

Beverly Rouse are part of the ministerial staff at Goodwill AME. There, a large childhood 

development and family life center facility was erected at the rear of the structure in 2008 to 

accommodate the growing multi-generational congregation. During mass on Sundays, the older 

women often wear hats and church ushers dawn white gloves while the rest of the congregation is 

dressed in formal church attire. Church also serves as a means to connect with other members from 

neighboring communities who are viewed as kin in both blood and ancestral history. According to 

Habersham: “All these communities are connected; they’re connected by kinship…It’s not just 

that this community was isolated over here, this one is isolated; its family members by kinship.”186 

 

In the late twentieth century, two churches were established within the Phillips Community 

boundaries. The House of Prayer Pentecostal Holiness Church on Bennett Charles Road was 

formed in 1970 by resident Mary Jane Bennett as a national Neo-Pentecostalism movement 

emerged in the 1960s.187 The church was active until Bennett’s death in 2015. Christ Deliverance 

Church on Virginia Rouse Road was constructed in 1999 and serves many members of the 

community. 

 

Despite the gradual shift from mostly agricultural to residential use of land in the 1970s, many lots 

within the Phillips Community remained occupied by farmland well into the 1980s. Today, various 

properties maintain small-scale farming and garden lots, such as No. 1705 Highway 41 which is 

still owned by the descendants of original farmer Thomas Grant and No. 1753, 1759 and 1760 

Habersham Road, owned by the descendants of another original farmer, Hercules Geddes. Those 

who do farm grow similar crops as those in Reconstruction-era Phillips, such as sweet potato, 

collard greens, and seasonal melons.188 Hunting also continues each fall in approved rural areas, 

such as the Park. Where community members used to hunt for rabbit, raccoon, and squirrels they 

now shoot deer.189 In addition, many families still keep chickens and sometimes goats. Owners of 

                                                 
185 Richardson Seacat, 67. 
186 Richardson Seacat, 54. 
187 Interview with Richard Habersham, in-person interview by author, 2022 May 5. 
188 Richardson Seacat, 45. 
189 Richardson Seacat, 44. 
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No. 2858 Oliver Brown Road, No. 2838 Oliver Brown Road, and No. 1754 Habersham Road all 

maintain chicken coops. Today, the food and meals cooked within the community reflect 

traditional Gullah dishes, many of which are created from crops and resources harvested within 

the settlement. 

 

A significant tradition still prevalent within the community is fishing along the waterways, 

especially Horlbeck Creek. Although boat-building and net-making no longer exist within the 

community, male residents fish for shrimp, finfish, and crab, as well as harvest oysters. Beatrice 

Coleman, who lives near the Bridge, often sees men using the structure for crabbing or fishing.190 

The Coaxum family still fishes for trout and shark, and nets for shrimp. With the pollution of the 

area’s waterways from nearby development, however, fishing and swimming from Horlbeck Creek 

has diminished significantly. 

 

The entrepreneurial spirit also lives on in the Phillips Community. Lawrence Ford operates a truck-

driving business and employs several community members, while the Coaxum family operates an 

adult daycare on their ancestral property. According to a study of the community done in 2018, 

truck driving, basket making, teaching, governmental employment, preaching, nursing and other 

medical fields, and landscaping are some of the more common occupations for Phillips 

Community members today.191  

 

In 2004, City of Charleston Mayor Joseph P. Riley Jr. called the culture of Phillips Community 

“remarkably preserved” in spite of oppression and changing times: “Within this community one 

can see glimpses of Africa in a way that is not present anywhere else in America. We have to be 

very careful that we don't lose it.”192  While natural resources, such as Horlbeck Creek, the Bridge, 

the community’s trees, and surviving acreage, still serve as essential elements in daily life within 

the Phillips Community, the continuance of recreational activities, congregation, and traditional 

cultural skills associated with the natural world help maintain core aspects of the Gullah culture, 

defining Phillips as a well-preserved, and thriving, Black settlement community. During the fight 

to retain the historic character of Phillips and protect the settlement’s original boundaries amidst 

plans to expand Highway 41, Habersham explained to local newspapers in 2020 the community’s 

continued loyalty to the land and culture of their ancestors, stating that: 

 

Phillips is not a large community, or a place of great wealth, but we take humble pride in 

our strong sense of place: For generations, our parents, grandparents and great-

grandparents lived communally, supporting themselves and each other and preserving the 

culture that so many people think of when they imagine the Lowcountry…You name it, 

we embody it. 193

                                                 
190 Ibid. 
191 Richardson Seacat, 43. 
192 “Saving Gullah Culture,” 2004 May 25, Post & Courier, Charleston, SC. 
193 “Commentary: We can't let Charleston County destroy the Phillips community,” 2020 September 6, Post & 

Courier, Charleston, SC. 
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DEVELOPMENTAL HISTORY/ADDITIONAL CONTEXT 

The land now occupied by the Phillips Community was granted to English planter Robert Fenwick 

in 1694 and 1701. Fenwick’s wife Sarah inherited the property and later left it to her nephew Hugh 

Hext. By 1733, Hext’s daughter Sarah Rutledge acquired the property, which she owned until her 

death in 1802.194 

 

Despite owning other large parcels of land in Charleston County, the property became a primary 

homestead for the Rutledge family, as at least one member was buried on the property at the site 

known as the Rutledge Tomb.195 During the Rutledge family ownership, it was likely used for rice 

cultivation, as eighteenth-century plats depict several banks and dams along the property’s 

southern boundary on Horlbeck Creek (see Figure 1and Figure 9). The plats also confirm the 

presence of a plantation house or overseer’s residence, housing for an enslaved workforce, and an 

agricultural field maintained by a Native American referred to as “Sam.” According to current 

residents, an old overseer’s house was formerly located at the top of Joseph Glover Road, where a 

structure was present as late as the 1980s. Remnants of old slave dwellings once remained along 

today’s perimeter of Dunes West and Park West, but were removed during construction of the 

developments in the 1990s.196 

  

In 1828, the property was sold to John Milnor Phillips and eventually became known as the 

“Phillips Tract.” Phillips owned the land for nineteen years during which he primarily farmed 

sweet potatoes through the work of many enslaved people. In 1847, James Thomas H. White 

purchased a 700-acre tract from Phillips and merged the property with Laurel Hill Plantation.197 

White married Mary E. Parker, the daughter of Robert Parker who purchased Parkers Island in 

1845, and specialized in brickmaking.198 White owned a total of ninety-five enslaved people in 

Christ Church Parish and produced a total of 700,000 bricks in 1850, much of which were most 

likely made on the Phillips Tract.199 By 1860, the enslaved people within the Phillips Tract and 

Laurel Hill Plantation also engaged in the management of livestock, as the property was occupied 

by mules, horses, over three-dozen heads of cattle, sixty hogs and ninety sheep.200 They also grew 

corn, potatoes and peas and harvested hay and lumber.201 

 

White advertised the 1,735-acre property in 1863 as “excellent cotton and provision land” with 

“one of the most extensive Brick Yards in the lowcountry, containing two large brick kilns, capable 

of burning 100,000 each” alongside “82 unusually prime and orderly Negros, accustomed to 

                                                 
194 Richardson, Harriet L. Phillips Community Cultural Landscape Technical Report. Highway 41 Corridor 

Improvements. Charleston County Transportation Development. Charleston, SC. 2018. 28. 
195 Ibid.  
196 Interview with Richard Habersham, in-person interview by author, 2022 January 31. 
197 Charleston County Register of Deeds, Deed Book G16, page 73. Charleston County, SC; Charleston County 

Register of Deeds, Deed Book Y11, page 467. Charleston County, SC.  
198 “Parker, Robert D., Plat For 850 Acres On Wando River And Dautaw Creek, Charleston District, Surveyed By 

Thomas J. Mellard,” 1844 December 21. State Plat Books (Charleston Series). South Carolina Department of Archives 

and History. Columbia, SC. 
199 1850 U.S. Federal Census. 
200 “Laurel Hill, a Valuable Plantation, Christ Church Parish – A Gang of Eighty two unusually Prime Negros. &c. By 

Alonzo J. White & Son,” 1863 March 3, Charleston Mercury, Charleston, SC. 
201 Ibid. 
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culture of Cotton, Provisions and Brick Making.”202 The property was sold to German merchant 

Frederick M. Claussen and one year later, to Dr. Peter P. Bonneau, an established rice cultivator 

who lost the property during the Civil War.203 Those enslaved under Bonneau were liberated 

during the Union’s occupation and plundering of Laurel Hill by 1865.204 After nearly a decade of 

languishing, Laurel Hill was purchased in 1873 by a second German merchant Behrend Bollman, 

who sold it one year later to brothers John S. (1845-1916) and Frederick H. Horlbeck (1843-

1883).205 The brothers also purchased Parkers Island from the Parker family in 1874.206 

 

After 150 years of continuous ownership and the survival of eighteenth and nineteenth century 

historic resources, such as the Rutledge Tomb, it is likely there is archaeological potential within 

the Phillips Community associated with both the plantation era and postbellum settlement. 

 

In 2010, the South Carolina State Historic Preservation Office determined the Phillips Community 

eligible for listing to the National Register as a cultural landscape and Traditional Cultural Property 

(TCP) under Criterion A specifically for “Community Planning and Development and Black 

[African American] Ethnic Heritage.”207 Six years later, Charleston County included Phillips 

Community as an eligible TCP historic district with thirty potential contributing resources in an 

updated historic resources survey.208 In 2018, a Highway 41 widening project in the Phillips 

Community by Charleston County spurred a cultural resource technical report, which further 

advocated for the community’s listing as a cultural landscape and identified additional potential 

contributing resources such as rice fields, wells, foundations, and other landscape elements.209 The 

highway project was found to significantly jeopardize the area’s character and retained ambiance. 

Charleston County ultimately decided to review the plans to lessen impacts on the community and 

designated the Phillips Community the first Charleston County Historic District. The roadway 

project is still being reviewed at the time this nomination was completed. 

 

                                                 
202 “Laurel Hill, a Valuable Plantation, Christ Church Parish – A Gang of Eighty two unusually Prime Negros. &c. By 

Alonzo J. White & Son,” 1863 March 3, Charleston Mercury, Charleston, SC. 
203 Richardson Seacat, 29. 
204 Gylmph, 509. 
205 Richardson Seacat, 29, 35. Charleston County Register of Deeds, Deed Book Q16, page 291. Charleston County, 

SC. 
206 Richardson Seacat, 29, 35. 
207 Letter to Richard Habersham from Andrew Chandler, National Register Co-Coordinator for the South Carolina 

State Historic Preservation Office, 2010 April 12, South Carolina Department of Archives and History. Columbia, 

SC. 
208 New South Associates, Inc. Charleston County Historic Resources Survey Update, Charleston County, South 

Carolina. Report submitted to Charleston County Zoning and Planning Department, 2016. 
209 Richardson Seacat, Harriet L. “Phillips Community Cultural Landscape Technical Report.” Highway 41 Corridor 

Improvements Draft 03 (June 25, 2018): 1–142.  
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 Acreage of Property __439____________ 

 

 

Use either the UTM system or latitude/longitude coordinates 

 

Latitude/Longitude Coordinates 

Datum if other than WGS84:__________ 

(enter coordinates to 6 decimal places) 

1. Latitude: 32.89382  Longitude: -79.81662 

 

2. Latitude: 32.88999  Longitude: -79.80504 

 

3. Latitude: 32.87819  Longitude: -79.80743 

 

4. Latitude: 32.88435  Longitude: -79.81860 

 

 

Verbal Boundary Description (Describe the boundaries of the property.) 

The Phillips Community Historic District is bounded on the west and south by Horlbeck Creek, 

a tidal creek that drains into the Wando River, east by Bessemer Road and north along the Park 

West housing development. The boundaries follow the community settlement area as laid out 

in 1875 and 1885, yet exclude modern housing developments located along the community’s 

outer edge. The boundaries also include discontiguous resources, such as Parkers Island 

Cemetery, Olive Branch AME Church and Greater Goodwill AME Church. Boundaries for 

discontiguous resources are set by the current dimensions of each tax parcel in which the 

resource is located. All boundaries were derived from historical and ethnographic research and 

are shown as the highlighted areas marked on the accompanying Charleston County GIS and 

aerials maps. 

 

Boundary Justification (Explain why the boundaries were selected.) 

The Phillips Community Historic District/Cultural Landscape encompasses the original 

settlement area as delineated on the 1875 and 1885 plats. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

11. Form Prepared By 

 

name/title: _Brittany V. Lavelle Tulla  
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organization: __BVL Historic Preservation Research  

street & number: ___2115 Oyster Reef Lane  

city or town: Mount Pleasant ___________ state: _SC___________ zip code:__29466___ 

e-mail_Brittany@BVLHistoricPreservationResearch.com________________________ 

telephone:__(732) 996-7745_______________________ 

date:_July 2021____________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Additional Documentation 

 

Submit the following items with the completed form: 

 

 Maps:   A USGS map or equivalent (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's 

location. 

    

  Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous 

resources.  Key all photographs to this map. 

 

 Additional items:  (Check with the SHPO, TPO, or FPO for any additional items.) 

  

Photographs 

Submit clear and descriptive photographs.  The size of each image must be 1600x1200 pixels 

(minimum), 3000x2000 preferred, at 300 ppi (pixels per inch) or larger.  Key all photographs 

to the sketch map. Each photograph must be numbered and that number must correspond to 

the photograph number on the photo log.  For simplicity, the name of the photographer, 

photo date, etc. may be listed once on the photograph log and doesn’t need to be labeled on 

every photograph. 

 

Photo Log 

 

Name of Property:  Phillips Community 

 

City or Vicinity: Mount Pleasant 

 

County: Charleston   State: SC 

 

Photographer: Brittany V. Lavelle Tulla, as well as drone photography by Coastal 

Conversation League 

 

Date Photographed: February 2021, June 2022 
 

 

1 of 89:  Aerial of the Phillips Community, looking east from Rivertowne  

2 of 89:  Aerial of the Phillips Community, looking north from Rivertowne  
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3 of 89:  Aerial of the Phillips Community, looking northeast from Horlbeck Creek 

4 of 89:  Aerial of the Phillips Community, looking east from the community’s west 

boundary 

5 of 89:  Aerial of the Phillips Community, looking northeast from the community’s west 

boundary 

6 of 89:  Aerial of the Phillips Community, looking north from the community’s west 

boundary 

7 of 89:  View from the Phillips Community looking southwest towards Rivertowne 

8 of 89:  View from the Phillips Community looking southeast towards Rivertowne 

9 of 89:  View from the Phillips Community looking south towards Rivertowne 

10 of 89:  View from Lot 1 of the Phillips Community looking southeast 

11 of 89:  View of the Bridge looking east 

12 of 89:  View of the Bridge looking north 

13 of 89:  View of the Bridge looking west 

14 of 89:  View along the end of Horlbeck Creek looking north 

15 of 89:  View along Horlbeck Creek looking northwest 

16 of 89:  View of Rivertowne Country Club’s golf course across Horlbeck Creek looking 

east 

17 of 89:  Highway 41 looking east from the community’s east entrance on Highway 41 

18 of 89:  Highway 41, looking east towards Joe Rouse Road 

19 of 89:  Highway 41 looking east from western entrance of the Phillips Community on 

Highway 41 

20 of 89:  Highway 41 looking west towards west entrance of the Phillips Community on 

Highway 41 

21 of 89:  Remnant of Front Road along Highway 41 near east entrance of the Phillips 

Community 

22 of 89:  Front Road, now Habersham Road, looking west 

23 of 89:  Front Road, now a driveway, looking east 

24 of 89:  Base of Parkers Island Road where Front Road intersects, looking north 

25 of 89:  Bennett Charles Road looking north 

26 of 89:  Joe Rouse and Highway 41 intersection, looking south 

27 of 89:  Joe Rouse Road at the intersection of Bessemer Road looking northeast 

28 of 89:  Joe Rouse Road, looking west 

29 of 89:  Julius Robertson Road looking towards Bobo Road from Bennett Charles Road 

30 of 89:  Julius Robertson Road looking east towards original section, now a private 

driveway 

31 of 89:  Bobo Road looking south towards Highway 41 from Julius Robertson Road 

32 of 89:  Julius Robertson Road looking west from Bobo Road 

33 of 89:  Canyon Lane looking west from Julius Robertson Road 

34 of 89:  Canyon Lane looking south towards Highway 41 

35 of 89:  Remnant of Canyon Lane south of Highway 41 looking southwest from Highway 

41 

36 of 89:  Oliver Brown Road looking north from intersection of Habersham Road 

37 of 89:  Location of 1875 public Landing, looking south towards Rivertowne 
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38 of 89:  Looking north towards Phillips Creek development from location of 1875 public 

landing 

39 of 89:  2858 Oliver Brown Road (constructed early twentieth century), known as the 

Turner House and considered one of the oldest dwellings in the community. 

40 of 89:  Looking northwest along Habersham Road 

41 of 89:  Looking north along Parkers Island Road from the Bridge 

42 of 89:  Looking north along Parkers Island Road from the Bridge  

43 of 89:  The Bridge, looking south 

44 of 89:  Looking south from the Bridge towards Rivertowne 

45 of 89:  Looking west along Horlbeck Creek from the Bridge 

46 of 89:  Looking east along Horlbeck Creek from the Bridge 

47 of 89:  Looking southeast from the Bridge towards Rivertowne 

48 of 89:  Looking northeast from the Bridge towards the Phillips Community 

49 of 89:  Looking northwest from the Bridge towards the Phillips Community 

50 of 89:  Parkers Island Road to the Bridge looking south 

51 of 89:  Parkers Island Road to Bridge looking south 2 

52 of 89:  Parkers Island Cemetery entrance looking east 

53 of 89:  Parkers Island Cemetery - Jerman Headstone 

54 of 89:  Parkers Island Cemetery, looking southeast 

55 of 89:  Headstone of Benjamin Bennett 

56 of 89:  Headstone of John Ernest Watson 

57 of 89:  Headstone of Daniel Jerman 

58 of 89: 1694 Highway 41 (1960s) 

59 of 89: 1655 Highway 41/Isaiah Smalls Road (1960s) 

60 of 89: 1680 Highway 41 (1949-1953) 

61 of 89:  Christ Deliverance Church, 2866 Virginia Rouse Road (2002) 

62 of 89: 1829 Highway 41 (c. 1960) 

63 of 89: 1816 Highway 41 (1962) 

64 of 89: 2916 Canyon Lane (1957) 

65 of 89: 2841 Parkers Island Road (1973-1983) 

66 of 89: 2847 Parkers Island Road (1983-1987) 

67 of 89: 1605 Highway 41 (1985) 

68 of 89: 1608 Highway 41 (1990) 

69 of 89: 2920 Bennett Charles Road (1940s) 

70 of 89: 2973 Bennett Charles Road (1950s) 

71 of 89: House Of Prayer Pentecostal Holiness Church, 2929 Bennett Charles Road (1970) 

72 of 89: 2928 Bobo Road (pre World War II) 

73 of 89: 1552 Joe Rouse Road (1986) 

74 of 89: 1841 Highway 41 (1950s) – looking west from Virginia Rouse Road 

75 of 89: Phillips Elementary School Well – looking south from Highway 41 

76 of 89: Phillips Elementary School Foundation – looking south along No. 1749 Highway 

41 

77 of 89: 1748 Highway 41 (1965) 

78 of 89: Wando Plantation Gate Post (1938) 

79 of 89: 1837-1841 Highway 41– looking south from Highway 41 
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80 of 89:  1749 Highway 41 (1960s, c. 1973) 

81 of 89: 1743 Highway 41 (1965) 

82 of 89: 2882A Parkers Island Road (1960s) 

83 of 89: 2882B Parkers Island Road (1960s) 

84 of 89: Greater Goodwill AME Church, 2818 N Highway 17 (1984) – looking west from 

Highway 17 

 

85 of 89:  Olive Branch AME Church, 1734 N Highway 17, (1970) – looking north along 

Highway 17 

86 of 89: Cemetery of Olive Branch AME Church – looking southwest from Highway 17 

87 of 89: Sweetgrass basket stand in front of 1729 Highway 41 

88 of 89: Sweetgrass basket stand in front of 1785 Highway 41 

89 of 89: Row of mailboxes along Canyon Lane – looking northwest from the corner of 

Highway 41 and Canyon Lane 

 

LIST OF FIGURES 

Figure 1: 1850 plat of property belonging to James T.H. White (McCrady Plat 6047, 

Charleston County Register of Deeds) 

Figure 2: 1873 plat showing Horlbeck subdivided property along Copahee Sound (Pat Book 

B, Page 46, Charleston Register of Deeds) 

Figure 3: 1875 plat of Phillips Tract subdivision (Plat Book B page 85, Charleston County 

Register of Deeds)  

Figure 4: 1870 plat of a subdivided Remley's Point (Plat Book D page 180, Charleston 

County Register of Deeds)  

Figure 5: 1875-1885 lot lines compared to 2021 tax parcels, created by Amanda Metze of 

BVL Historic Preservation Research 

Figure 6: Original wooden post within 1875 subdivision, located at northeast corner of Lot 1 

(photo taken by BVL Historic Preservation Research) 

Figure 7: Aerial photograph looking east from Lot 12 and 13 (photograph taken by Coastal 

Conservation League) 

Figure 8: 1919 Wando area topography map the showing Phillips Community (Cainhoy 

quadrangle)  

Figure 9: 1768 plat depicting the project area under the Rutledge family (McCrady plat 

2312, Charleston County Deed Office) 

Figure 10: Aerial photograph showing former bridge to Parkers Island. View looking west 

from Lot 21 and 22 in the Phillips Community (photo taken by Coastal Conservation League) 

Figure 11: Table of Original 1875 and 1885 Phillips Conveyances (Phillips Community 

Cultural Landscape Technical Report, 2018)  

Figure 12: 1885 plat of Phillips Tract subdivision (Deed Book M47 page 283, Charleston 

County Register of Deeds)  

Figure 13: Photographs of Phillips Elementary School; (top) undated (bottom) 1955; 

(Charleston County School District Archives) 
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Figure 14: 1938 plat of proposed Highway 511 through Phillips Community (South Carolina 

Department of Transportation) 

 Figure 15: Sheet 8, 9, & 10 of 1938 plat of proposed Highway 511 through Phillips 

Community (South Carolina Department of Transportation) 

Figure 16: 1943 topographic map with Phillips Community boundaries (Phillips Community 

Cultural Landscape Technical Report, 2018) 

Figure 17: 1958 topographic map with Phillips Community boundaries (Phillips Community 

Cultural Landscape Technical Report, 2018) 

Figure 18: 1970 topographic map with Phillips Community boundaries (Phillips Community 

Cultural Landscape Technical Report, 2018) 

Figure 19: 1971 and 2017 aerial of Phillips Community (HistoricAerials.com) 

Figure 20: Approximate locations of Mount Pleasant Settlement Communities on undated 

plat of plantation in Christ Church Parish (Gaillard Plat 181, Charleston County Register of 

Deeds revised by Amanda Metze of BVL Historic Preservation Research)  

Figure 21: 1874-75 photograph by George N. Barnard titled Laborers Returning From 

Cotton Fields Near Mount Pleasant (New York Historical Society) 

Figure 22: 1844 plat of Parkers Island under the ownership of Robert D. Parker (Charleston 

County Register of Deeds) 

Figure 23: Headstones of (left) Benjamin Bennett, (center) Daniel Jerman, and (right) John 

Ernest Watson (photo taken by BVL Historic Preservation Research) 

Figure 24: 1910s-1920s photographs of Black farmers in an unidentified rural section of 

Charleston County (“Negro #2”, pg. 10. Mission Photograph Album. Board of Missions of 

the Methodist Episcopal Church. General Commission on Archives and History of the United 

Methodist Church. https://catalog.gcah.org. (last accessed June 2022) 

Figure 25: 1926 plat of Horlbeck landholdings in Christ Church Parish (Plat book E, page 

37, Charleston County Register of Deeds) 

Figure 26: 1930s photograph of unidentified Boone Hall worker in cotton field (Boone Hall 

Scrapbook, South Carolina Historical Society) 

Figure 27: 1936 photograph of two Boone Hall workers in settlement field (Boone Hall 

Scrapbook, South Carolina Historical Society) 

Figure 28:  1938 photograph of extant slave cabin directly outside of the Phillips Community 

western boundary, most likely associated with the former Wagner Plantation (Item #9213-04, 

Olmsted Research Guide Online, Olmsted National Historic Site. Brookline, MA.) 
Figure 29: 1910s-1920s photographs of unidentified Black farmhouse in Charleston County 

(“Negro #2”, pg. 104. Mission Photograph Album. Board of Missions of the Methodist 

Episcopal Church. General Commission on Archives and History of the United Methodist 

Church. https://catalog.gcah.org. (last accessed June 2022) 

Figure 30: 1930s photograph of workers at Tuxbury Lumber (Charleston County Public 

Library)  

Figure 31: 1938 photograph before Wando Plantation gates were erected, looking west on 

Gregorie Ferry Road towards Phillips near today’s intersection of Highway 41 and Joe Rouse 
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Road (Item #9213-72, Olmsted Research Guide Online, Olmsted National Historic Site. 

Brookline, MA.) 

Figure 32: 1938 photograph after Wando Plantation gates were erected, looking west on 

Gregorie Ferry Road towards Phillips near today’s intersection of Highway 41 and Joe Rouse 

Road (Item #9213-71, Olmsted Research Guide Online, Olmsted National Historic Site. 

Brookline, MA.) 

Figure 33: Remnants of the Wando Plantation entrance guide east of Joe Rouse Road near the 

intersection of Highway 41 (Google aerial)  

Figure 34: 1932 Plan of Wando Plantation (Job #9213, Olmsted Research Guide Online, 

Olmsted National Historic Site. Brookline, MA.) 

Figure 35: 1919 topography map with Olmsted Brothers notations over the Phillips 

Community (Job #9213, Olmsted Research Guide Online, Olmsted National Historic Site. 

Brookline, MA.) 

  Figure 36: 1973 aerial of baseball field within the Phillips Community (historicaerials.com)  

Figure 37: 1933 plat of entrance gate to Wando Plantation showing original trajectory of the 

Front Road (labeled as “path) (Job #9213, Olmsted Research Guide Online, Olmsted National 

Historic Site. Brookline, MA.) 

Figure 38: Detail of 1938 plat of proposed Highway 511 through Phillips Community (South 

Carolina Department of Transportation) 

Figure 39: Results of ground penetrating radar conducted at Parkers Island Cemetery in 

2022 (Clemson University) 
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