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National Register of Historic Places Registration Form 

 

This form is for use in nominating or requesting determinations for individual properties and districts.  See instructions in National Register 

Bulletin, How to Complete the National Register of Historic Places Registration Form.  If any item does not apply to the property being 

documented, enter "N/A" for "not applicable."  For functions, architectural classification, materials, and areas of significance, enter only 
categories and subcategories from the instructions.   

 

1. Name of Property 

Historic name:  __Allendale Training School  ______________________ 

Other names/site number: Allendale County Training School, C.V. Bing High School, 

Allendale Primary School 

      Name of related multiple property listing: 

      _African-American Primary and Secondary Public School Buildings in South Carolina, 

ca.1895-1954; Equalizations Schools in South Carolina, 1951-1960___________________ 

      (Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Location  

Street & number: ___4561 Allendale-Fairfax Highway________________ 

City or town: __Allendale__ State: ___SC____ County: _Allendale______  

Not For Publication:   Vicinity:  

____________________________________________________________________________ 

3. State/Federal Agency Certification   

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended,  

I hereby certify that this    X    nomination  ___ request for determination of eligibility meets 

the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of Historic 

Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.  

In my opinion, the property  _X__  meets   ___ does not meet the National Register Criteria.  

I recommend that this property be considered significant at the following  

level(s) of significance:      

 ___national                  ___statewide           _X__local  

  Applicable National Register Criteria:  

_X__A             ___B           _X__C           ___D         

 

 

    

Signature of certifying official/Title:    Date 

______________________________________________ 

State or Federal agency/bureau or Tribal Government 
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In my opinion, the property        meets        does not meet the National Register criteria.   

     

Signature of commenting official:    Date 

 

Title :                                     State or Federal agency/bureau 

                                                                                         or Tribal Government  

 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

4. National Park Service Certification  

 I hereby certify that this property is:  

       entered in the National Register  

       determined eligible for the National Register  

       determined not eligible for the National Register  

       removed from the National Register  

       other (explain:)  _____________________                                                                                    

 

                     

______________________________________________________________________   

Signature of the Keeper   Date of Action 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

5. Classification 

 Ownership of Property 

 (Check as many boxes as apply.) 

Private:  

 

 Public – Local 

 

 Public – State  

 

 Public – Federal  

 

 

 Category of Property 

 (Check only one box.) 

 

 Building(s) 

 

 District  

 

 Site 

 

  

 

  

 

  

 

  

X
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 Structure  

 

 Object  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Number of Resources within Property 

 (Do not include previously listed resources in the count)              

Contributing   Noncontributing 

______4______   ______3______  buildings 

 

_____________   _____________  sites 

 

_____________   _____________  structures  

 

_____________   _____________  objects 

 

______4______   ______3_______  Total 

 

 

 Number of contributing resources previously listed in the National Register _________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

6. Function or Use  

Historic Functions 

(Enter categories from instructions.) 

 _EDUCATION/school_  

 ___________________ 

 ___________________ 

 ___________________ 

 ___________________ 

 ___________________ 

 ___________________ 

 

Current Functions 

(Enter categories from instructions.) 

 _____VACANT______ 

 ___________________ 

 ___________________ 

 ___________________ 

 ___________________ 

 ___________________
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_____________________________________________________________________________ 

7. Description  

 

 Architectural Classification  

 (Enter categories from instructions.) 

 MODERN/International Style 

 ___________________ 

 ___________________ 

 ___________________ 

 ___________________ 

 ___________________ 

 ___________________ 

 

 

Materials: (enter categories from instructions.) 

Principal exterior materials of the property: __Brick, glass, concrete_____________ 

 

 

 

Narrative Description 

(Describe the historic and current physical appearance and condition of the property.  Describe 

contributing and noncontributing resources if applicable. Begin with a summary paragraph that 

briefly describes the general characteristics of the property, such as its location, type, style, 

method of construction, setting, size, and significant features. Indicate whether the property has 

historic integrity.)   

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Summary Paragraph 

 

The Allendale Training School is a collection of International Style one-story masonry buildings 

connected by covered walkways. The school is set back from the Allendale-Fairfax Highway on 

the outskirts of downtown Allendale. Built over two construction episodes in 1950 and 1955, the 

new school buildings were intended to provide expanded, modern facilities for the existing 

training school campus from the mid-1920s. The 1950 school was designed by prominent South 

Carolina architecture firm Lafaye, Lafaye, and Fair and exhibits an International Style design, 

highlighting the buildings’ horizontality. The buildings are typical of equalization school 

architecture, emphasizing horizontal lines through long banks of windows surmounted by glass 

block transoms, and epitomizing Modernism through restrained ornamentation and efficient 

construction materials like concrete block. The school complex is composed of four buildings: an 

L-shaped 1950 building with a 1955 eastern wing, an L-shaped classroom building from 1955, 

and two rectilinear buildings, one used as the cafeteria and kitchen, the other a small 

administration building, both of which date to 1955. The buildings are all connected with 

covered walkways with the exception of the administration building in the southeast corner of 

the site. The site still reflects its original use as a school with visible remnants of modern 

playground equipment and large acreage behind the school for play. The site retains a high 

degree of integrity. The original windows are present throughout the buildings, the classroom 
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layouts are largely untouched, and the horizontal dominance of the design remains intact, making 

this site a highly intact piece of South Carolina’s educational history and legacy of racial 

discrimination.   

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Narrative Description  

 

Site History 

The original school campus was developed in the mid-1920s with a series of wood-frame 

buildings. The Allendale School, later the Allendale Colored Primary School, was built with 

financial assistance from the Rosenwald Fund in 1923-1924, and a large perpendicular wing was 

added to the rear of the school sometime prior to 1950.1 The primary school was located on Hill 

Street near its intersection with Allendale-Fairfax Highway. The Allendale County Training 

School, also known as the Allendale Colored Industrial School, was built circa 1925 with a 

design closely resembling the Rosenwald “Floor Plan 6-A” for a north or south facing six teacher 

school. The campus also included a home economics building, a manual training school, and a 

band room. Part of this original training school plant burned in a fire in 1946. By 1955 only the 

primary school and one other building remained from the earlier iteration of the campus. Both 

buildings were demolished or destroyed sometime between 1958 and 1972.  

 

Current Site 

The school buildings are set back two blocks from the Allendale-Fairfax Highway. Harden Street 

connects the highway to the school, where a circular driveway and parking area is located 

immediately in front of the main school. A round planted area with trees, a bench, and flagpole is 

in the middle of the paved area. Harden Street continues to run south along the eastern side of the 

property until it terminates at the intersection of Hill Street. The main school faces the highway 

and it’s north-south 1955 addition runs along the western property line. The cafeteria is just to 

the south of this addition. The classroom building fronts Harden Street to the south of the 

cafeteria. The interior of the courtyard of the classroom building is heavily overgrown with trees 

and grasses. Modern playground equipment, a small soccer field, and a basketball court are 

located at the rear of the parcel. The administration building fronts Hill Street near its 

intersection with Harden Street. A large open field is located south of the administration 

building. The main school, cafeteria, and classroom building are connected with covered 

walkways and sidewalks.  

 

Contributing Buildings 

 

1. Main School – 1950, 1955 

This is the oldest extant building on the site and was initially a symmetrical T-shaped building, 

with the one-story classroom section running roughly east-west and a central, perpendicular 

gymnasium wing projecting from the rear at double-height. An addition was constructed on the 

east side of the earlier building in 1955, running in a north-south direction. The classroom 

                         
1 “Allendale School,” Fisk University Rosenwald Fund Card File Database, http://rosenwald.fisk.edu/; South 

Carolina Insurance File Photographs, South Carolina Department of Archives and History, Online Records Index, 

http://www.archivesindex.sc.gov/. 
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portion of the building is laid in a running bond pattern while the gymnasium features a five-

course common bond. For clarity, the phrase bank of windows indicates five windows beneath a 

banding of glass block unless otherwise noted. The windows feature a Modernist pattern of two 

horizontal panes that are further divided by a vertical muntin on each end, creating a six-light 

window. The central two panes appear to be hopper windows while the sidelights are fixed. The 

standard single window also follows this pattern, but is four panes tall, creating a twelve-light 

window.  

 

Most of the north façade dates to 1950, apart from the far east end added in 1955. The façade is 

asymmetrical due to the addition, which extends the north façade further to the east than to the 

west. The barrel-roofed gymnasium is located directly behind the front entrance, which is at the 

center of the 1950 section of the building. Moving west to east, the façade features two banks of 

windows and a single window before the recessed main entrance. The main entrance, which is 

covered by a flat roof that is supported by a projecting brick wall on each side, features an early 

twenty-first century storefront replacement system that is similar to the original design. It 

features a pair of hollow metal doors with three horizontal glass panes. The doors are flanked by 

two-light sidelights and the entire system is surmounted by a three-part transom. The entrance 

historically featured a pair of doors with three horizontal glass panes above a paneled base while 

the sidelights mimicked this same three-light over paneled base pattern. The three-part transom 

originally featured a horizontal muntin in each glazed pane. Continuing east, there is a single 

window followed by a bank of seven windows. A single window with glass block above is 

followed by a bank of six windows. The 1950 building then terminates, and the 1955 addition 

begins. This rectangular north-south wing is also laid in running bond brick, but of a darker color 

than the 1950 building, and it also features a slightly taller flat roofline. A deeply recessed 

opening is immediately east of the connection to the 1950 building and features a set of paired 

hollow metal doors. The remainder of the addition’s north façade is devoid of openings.  

 

The east elevation of the 1955 wing has six banks of windows with each bank composed of 

seven two-light windows with horizontal muntins topped with a glass block grid. The glass block 

for each bank of windows is four blocks high by twenty-eight wide. The 1955 classroom wing’s 

south elevation features a centrally located set of double metal doors, which are connected to the 

cafeteria building with a covered walkway. No other openings are present on this elevation. The 

west elevation of the 1955 addition begins at the north end of the wing where it meets the 1950 

building. The connection resembles a hyphen as it is deeply recessed from the remainder of the 

elevation. A set of double doors is located on the hyphen before the building’s plane changes and 

features three banks of classroom windows. Each bank of windows consists of six two-light 

windows beneath a band of glass block. Near the southern end of the elevation there is a four-

light window followed by two sets of double doors, one to access a storage room, the other the 

boiler room. These doors are the same historic doors located throughout the property.  

 

Beginning at the eastern end of the south elevation, the 1950 wing features two banks of 

classroom windows followed by a boiler room that is partially below grade located at the 

intersection of the classroom wing and the gym. A four-light aluminum window with stacked 

horizontal panes is located above the boiler room. The 1950 gymnasium then bisects the 

classroom wing. The gymnasium is two-stories in height and features a barrel roof. Moving north 
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to south, the east elevation of the gymnasium features a chimney that connects to the ground 

level boiler room, followed by five windows, each one seven panes high and with the same 

muntin pattern that is found on the 1950 building’s windows. Between each window is a brick 

buttress. At the southern end of the gym, a hollow metal door with a glazed vertical panel 

accesses the gym and is covered by a flat aluminum awning. while the flat-roofed one-story 

locker room wing features two six-light windows. Returning to the south elevation at the gym, 

the face of the gymnasium is devoid of openings, but the one-story locker room is located south 

of the gymnasium and wraps around it. The locker room wing features four six-light windows. 

Beginning in the southwest corner, the west elevation of the gymnasium features two six-light 

windows on the one-story locker room followed by a hollow metal door with a glazed vertical 

panel. This door leads to the gym and is covered by a flat aluminum awning. Continuing north 

along the gymnasium’s west face, the elevation features five windows, matching those on the 

gym’s east elevation. Mechanical equipment has been installed in three of the window openings. 

As with the east elevation, the west elevation features a brick buttress between each window. 

Returning to the main plane of the 1950 classroom building, the south elevation has a single two-

over-two window followed by a bank of five six-light windows, each with horizontal muntins.  

 

The west elevation of the 1950 section of the building features a door at its center. The door is a 

replacement, as a flush metal panel is necessary for it to fit within the original double door 

opening. However, the door surrounds are original and feature a three-light sidelight above a 

paneled bulkhead on each side of the door, all of which is surmounted by a three-part transom. 

The transom has a horizontal muntin in the two outer windows, while the center transom is 

divided into four panes of glass. The entire entrance is covered by a flat aluminum awning that is 

supported by two circular metal columns.  

 

Interior 

The school’s interior features a central corridor system that follows the L-shape of the building. 

The main entrance features a narrow corridor leading to the main corridor with offices flanking 

it. The gymnasium is located at the center of the original main corridor and is perpendicular to it. 

The gym is a large two-story open space with a basketball court, bleachers, and a stage at the 

south end. Locker rooms are situated behind the stage. Classrooms and restrooms flank the 

hallway of the main corridor with the library occupying much of the northern section on the east 

side of the building. The 1955 addition’s north-south running wing on the east side of the 

building features additional classrooms, restrooms, and storage and boiler rooms. The 1950 

section of the building features painted brick walks in the corridors and classrooms while the 

floor and ceiling finishes vary. Floor finishes include concrete, linoleum tile, and carpet while 

the ceilings are primarily dropped acoustical tile ceilings that are not original. However, some 

classrooms retain their original perforated Celotex ceiling tiles. The transition to the 1955 wing 

is marked by an upward slope in the concrete floor of the corridor as well as painted CMU 

(concrete masonry unit) walls. The classrooms feature painted CMU walls except for one 

classroom that was subdivided with sheet rock. The ceilings in the addition are plaster and the 

floors are a combination of carpet and asbestos tile.  
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2. Cafeteria - 1955 

This one-story building has a rectangular plan and is located at the center of the site, immediately 

south of the 1955 east wing addition to the 1950 building. The building features a small foyer, 

with men’s and women’s restrooms and a storage room west of the cafeteria and a kitchen and 

storage room on its north side. This is the only building on the site that does not feature banks of 

windows and glass block. The building is laid in a running bond pattern and features aluminum 

coping along the flat roof.  

 

The west façade features a projecting entry pavilion that is lower in height and narrower in width 

than the cafeteria. The pavilion features a centered recessed section that is composed of white 

ceramic tile and features two double door entrances. Each set of doors is composed of hollow 

metal and each door has two horizontal panes of glass above a solid panel. The south elevation 

features paired four-light windows on the pavilion. The face of the cafeteria features six bays of 

fourteen light windows, seven horizontal panes high by two panes wide. A double door entrance 

matching the doors of the façade are situated beneath the covered walkway. The final bay of this 

elevation is composed of three three-light windows, creating the illusion of a ribbon window.  

 

The east elevation is devoid of any openings. The north elevation, moving east to west, features 

the same three-light ribbon window and double door entrance present on the south elevation. A 

projecting wing that houses the kitchen is located along much of the north elevation and it 

features a bank of six four-light windows illuminating the kitchen. A single door entrance to the 

kitchen follows before the wing ends and the elevation returns to the original plane of the 

cafeteria. The entry pavilion features two four-light windows for the two restrooms located there.  

 

Interior 

The cafeteria features a small foyer with a men’s and women’s restroom located on the northern 

side of the foyer while a storage room is located on the southern end. Two sets of double doors 

open to the cafeteria, which is an open space with a stage at the eastern end of the room. The 

room features CMU walls, quarry tile floors, and a dropped acoustical tile ceiling that is not 

original to the building. The stage is flanked by dressing rooms. The kitchen is located north of 

the cafeteria and has quarry tile flooring, CMU walls, and plaster ceilings.  

 

3. Classroom Building– 1955 

This one-story U-shaped building features a symmetrical design with a centered, stepped-parapet 

entrance on the west façade. The banks of windows on this building are primarily composed of 

six two-light windows beneath a glass block band, which has been painted white. The building is 

laid in a running bond pattern and features a flat roof with aluminum coping.  

 

Moving north to south, the building’s west façade features four banks of windows before 

reaching the centered entrance pavilion. The entrance projects slightly from the main plane of the 

façade and has a stucco finish. It features a set of paired five-light windows with horizontal 

muntins, followed by a recess where a set of double doors are located. These replacement doors 

are hollow metal with a narrow, vertical glass panel above the handles and are flanked by 

twelve-light glass block sidelights atop a metal bulkhead. A matching set of paired windows are 

located south of the entrance before the entry pavilion drops back to the building’s main plane. 
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Continuing south, the façade features two sets of paired five-light windows followed by three 

banks of windows.  

 

Due to its U-shape, the building features an exterior-facing description and an interior facing 

description. Beginning with the exterior-facing north elevation and moving east to west, the 

elevation features four banks of windows followed by two sets of double doors, which access a 

boiler room and storage room. Finally, a recessed double door entrance is located at the western 

end of the elevation, beneath the covered walkway. The boiler room and storage room doors are 

original to the building and composed of hollow metal with two glazed panels set atop a solid 

panel. Louvered vents are located above the doors, serving as transoms. The corridor doors, 

which are accessed by a concrete ramp, are the same as the previous two sets. 

 

The east elevation features a centered, recessed double door entrance before the interior of the U 

begins. The doors are hollow metal with two-light glazed panels above a solid panel. The 

northern wing’s south elevation, or the interior of the U’s south elevation, features paired five-

light window, followed by a small, four-light window, then three banks of windows and a four-

light window on the eastern end. The east elevation at the interior of the U-shape, which is 

deeply recessed, features a small, four-light window, followed by five banks of windows, and 

ending with a small, four-light window. The north elevation of the U’s interior, or, the southern 

wing’s north elevation, features four banks of windows.  

 

The east elevation at the end of the U features a centered, recessed double door entrance. The 

doors are hollow metal with two-light glazed panels above a solid panel. The southernmost 

elevation, or the exterior of the U, moving west to east, features a recessed entrance comprised of 

double doors. The doors are hollow metal with two horizontal glazed panels above a solid panel. 

Continuing east, the elevation features a four-light single window followed by four banks of 

windows and ending with a single four-light window.  

 

Interior 

The interior of the school features a central corridor system that follows the U-shape of the 

building. Classrooms primarily flank the corridors although bathrooms, teachers’ lounges, 

janitor’s closets, storage rooms, and offices also occupy the building. These smaller rooms are 

generally denoted on the exterior by smaller windows, while the banks of windows are 

exclusively for classrooms. The walls of the building are painted CMU while the ceilings are 

plaster. The flooring varies throughout the school, featuring linoleum tiles, carpeting, concrete, 

and quarry tile.  

 

4. Administration Building – 1955 

This small brick building is located southwest of the main campus on Hill Street and features a 

rectangular plan. The building features the same architectural vocabulary as the others on the 

site, including its materials, fenestration pattern, flat roof with metal coping, and simple, 

minimalist design.  

 

Beginning on the east side of the north façade, the building features a single door opening that is 

covered by a flat aluminum awning. The awning is supported by two circular metal columns. 
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The door does not appear to be original and features a diamond-shape glass panel. Continuing 

west, there is a set of paired five-light windows followed by a narrow four-light window, all of 

which feature horizontal panes of glass and horizontal muntins. A second door is located at the 

center of the façade and features its original two-light door. The door is covered by a matching 

flat aluminum awning that is supported by two circular metal columns. Continuing west, there is 

a bank of five four-light windows followed by a hollow metal door with a glazed panel and 

finally a single four-light window.  

 

The west elevation is not visible due to overgrown vegetation, but based on the interior, appears 

to be devoid of openings.  

 

Beginning on the western end, the south elevation features a bank of four four-light windows 

with a matching bank to the east. Both bays feature concrete sills and have window air 

conditioning units in some of the windows. Continuing east, a former door opening has been in-

filled with concrete blocks while a second door opening features a hollow metal door with a 

diamond-shaped glass panel in it. This door is covered by a wooden shed-roofed awning that is 

supported by wooden posts. The remaining portion of the elevation is devoid of openings.  

 

The east elevation features a bank of six windows with glass blocks surmounting the two-light 

windows.  

 

Interior  

The building’s interior features three primary spaces. The east side of the building features a 

large room that utilizes a corridor to connect to the center room. The corridor features restrooms, 

a door to the exterior, and a janitor’s closet. Adjacent to the center room is a room at the west 

end of the building. All three main rooms feature painted CMU walls and acoustical tile ceilings 

while the flooring varies between the spaces. The eastern room features carpet, the corridor and 

western rooms have linoleum tile, and the middle room features replacement wood plank 

flooring.   

 

Non-Contributing Buildings 

 

A. Trailer One – c.1972  

This corrugated metal trailer was added around 1972, features a gable roof, and is located in the 

courtyard of the Classroom Building. The east façade features a hollow metal door with square 

glass panel and three three-light windows. The north and south elevations likewise have 

openings and the west elevation was inaccessible due to overgrowth.  

 

B. Trailer Two – c.1972 

This temporary classroom building was added to the site around 1972. It is located west of the 

cafeteria building, facing east toward the campus, and rests atop a foundation covered with 

corrugated metal. The trailer’s east façade is composed of a smooth, composite finish and 

features a single door entrance at the south end of the façade, which is accessible by a ramp, 

followed by a bank of five two-over-two anodized aluminum windows. A second bank of 

windows is north of the former bank, followed by a single door entrance with a wooden stair 
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leading to it. Finally, the northernmost bay of the east façade features a single two-over-two 

window. The north and south elevations do not feature any openings. The west elevation features 

a two-over-two double hung anodized aluminum window at the northern end followed by four 

horizontal windows creating the effect of a ribbon window. A second “ribbon window” is south 

of the first one. Mechanical equipment is located across the elevation.  

 

C. Trailer Three – c.2005 

Added to the site around 2005, this portable classroom is located southwest of the gymnasium 

and north of the c.1972 trailer. The structure features a gable roof and is constructed of wood 

with a smooth panel exterior. The east façade of the trailer features four doors, each with a 

wooden landing and staircase. The doors are hollow metal with a narrow, vertically oriented 

glazed panel near the handle. The north and south elevations are devoid of openings and feature 

HVAC equipment on them. The west elevation features four one-over-one windows that align 

with the door openings on the east façade.  
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_________________________________________________________________ 

8. Statement of Significance 

 

 Applicable National Register Criteria  

 (Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property for National Register  

 listing.) 

 

A. Property is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the 

broad patterns of our history. 

  

B. Property is associated with the lives of persons significant in our past.  

 

C. Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of 

construction or represents the work of a master, or possesses high artistic values, 

or represents a significant and distinguishable entity whose components lack 

individual distinction.  

 

D. Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, information important in prehistory or 

history.  

 

 

 

 

 

 Criteria Considerations  

 (Mark “x” in all the boxes that apply.) 

 

A. Owned by a religious institution or used for religious purposes 

  

B. Removed from its original location   

 

C. A birthplace or grave  

 

D. A cemetery 

 

E. A reconstructed building, object, or structure 

 

F. A commemorative property 

 

G. Less than 50 years old or achieving significance within the past 50 years  

 

 

 

 

 

X

 

  

X
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Areas of Significance 

(Enter categories from instructions.)  

__ARCHITECTURE _  

____EDUCATION___  

ETHNIC HERITAGE: BLACK  

___________________  

___________________  

___________________  

___________________ 

 

 

Period of Significance 

____1950-1970_ _____ 

___________________ 

___________________ 

 

 Significant Dates  

 ______1955_________  

 ___________________ 

 ___________________ 

 

Significant Person 

(Complete only if Criterion B is marked above.) 

___________________  

___________________  

___________________ 

 

 Cultural Affiliation  

 ___________________  

 ___________________  

 ___________________ 

 

 Architect/Builder 

  Lafaye, Lafaye, & Fair  

 _Cleckley & McGee __  

 ___________________ 
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Statement of Significance Summary Paragraph (Provide a summary paragraph that includes 

level of significance, applicable criteria, justification for the period of significance, and any 

applicable criteria considerations.)  

 

The Allendale Training School is locally significant as a historically Black high school in rural 

Allendale County. Constructed in 1950 and 1955, the school is an extant example of both South 

Carolina’s and Allendale County’s commitment to racial segregation in its educational system in 

the postwar period. Prior to the construction of the Allendale Training School in 1950 and 1955, 

the town’s Black students were served by a small campus of wood-frame buildings constructed 

in the mid-1920s. With the destruction of part of that campus in a 1946 fire and a growing 

student body, a new modern school building was constructed in 1950. Increasing enrollment 

meant the students quickly outgrew the building, resulting in the construction of an addition to 

the existing school building and three new buildings in 1955. This expansion was part of the 

State of South Carolina’s “equalization” program, a statewide building campaign that 

dramatically improved the condition of the state’s segregated Black schools in order to thwart 

mounting legal challenges to segregated schooling. Designed by notable architecture firm 

Lafaye, Lafaye, and Fair, the 1950 school and its 1955 additions exemplify the burgeoning trend 

of Modern architecture in the postwar period, particularly for educational facilities. The 

buildings are architecturally significant as they epitomize the Modern design utilized for most 

equalization schools, which included one-story, flat-roofed buildings with large banks of metal-

framed windows. Employing these qualities allowed for quick construction, better ventilation, 

and increased natural light. Because of its association with South Carolina’s equalization schools 

and its Modern architecture, which exemplifies the equalization program in South Carolina, the 

Allendale Training School is eligible for the National Register of Historic Places under Criterion 

A for Education and Ethnic Heritage: Black as well as Criterion C for Architecture.  

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Narrative Statement of Significance (Provide at least one paragraph for each area of 

significance.)   

 

Criterion A – Education & Ethnic Heritage: Black  

 

In the early 20th century, there was growing consensus in South Carolina that the state of public 

educational facilities for Black students was abysmal. In his 1917-1918 report, State Negro 

Agent J.H. Brannon described a grim tableau of vastly overcrowded and underequipped Black 

school buildings that were often not owned by any public entity. Indeed, Brannon noted that in 

some cases the locations of Black schools were unknown to the district superintendents. Offering 

token acknowledgement of the problem, the South Carolina General Assembly allocated $10,000 

for the improvement of Black schools for 1919-1920. However, in 1922 white schools were still 

receiving 90% of South Carolina’s available educational funding.2 During the 1925-1926 school 

year, South Carolina spent $13,834,087 on white children and their schools compared to the 

                         
2 Lindsay C.M. Weathers, “The Rosenwald School Building Program in South Carolina, 1917-1932,” National 

Register of Historic Places Multiple Property Listing, University of South Carolina Public History Program, 

Columbia, SC, December 10, 2008.    



United States Department of the Interior  
National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form  
NPS Form 10-900     OMB No. 1024-0018      

 

Allendale Training School  Allendale Co., S.C.  
Name of Property                   County and State 

Section 8 page 15 
 

$1,704,722 it spent on Black school children and their buildings.3 Recognizing that the state 

government could not be relied upon to effectively address the disparities in South Carolina’s 

segregated school system, a number of philanthropic efforts emerged to provide support and 

assistance to Black schools in the South.  

 

The roots of the Allendale Training School extend back to these early 20th century philanthropic 

efforts, specifically the Julius Rosenwald Fund. The Allendale School, later the Allendale 

Colored Primary School, was built in 1923-1924 on Hill Street, adjacent to the site of the present 

Allendale Training School buildings. The four-teacher school, built to the specifications of 

“Floor Plan No. 400”, cost $6,100 to build, with $1,500 coming from the local Black 

community, $3,500 from the public at large, and $1,100 from the Rosenwald Fund. By 1925 

another building, the Allendale County Training School (later the Allendale Industrial Colored 

School) was added to the campus. Although there is no record that this building was constructed 

with help from the Rosenwald Fund, it appears that it was constructed utilizing the Rosenwald 

“Floor Plan No 6-A” for a six-teacher school. Three other buildings were also added to the 

campus: a home economics building, a manual training school, and a band room. At some point 

prior to 1950, the Rosenwald school was expanded with the addition of a perpendicular central 

wing on the rear of the building. Few schools were built in South Carolina during the Great 

Depression and World War II, and so this small campus of one-story wood-frame buildings 

served the Black students of Allendale until the new school was built in 1950.4  

 

Prior to World War II, South Carolina’s education system ranked embarrassingly low in national 

charts for teacher pay, per-pupil expenditures, and student-to-teacher ratios. The state’s public 

schools saw incremental improvements in the 1940s, when an increase in government spending 

during the war meant more money for public schools. This included funding to educate more 

teachers and help lower the number of pupils per teacher from thirty-one to twenty-nine students 

in white schools and from forty-one to thirty-five students in Black schools.5 However, the state 

continued to lag behind in educational benchmarks, leading the General Assembly to 

commission the George Peabody College for Teachers in Nashville, Tennessee to conduct a 

study on the state’s schools.6 The Peabody Survey’s findings, released in 1948, exposed the 

“inequalities between rural and urban schools as well as differences in funding, transportation, 

teacher training, and school facilities between black and white schools and made 

recommendations to improve the school system.” At the time of the survey, there were nineteen 

counties in the state without a Black high school, and only eight buses in the entirety of South 

Carolina were allocated for the use of African American students.7 

 

                         
3 South Carolina School Directories, “School Directory of South Carolina, 1925-1926,” South Carolina Digital 

Library, South Carolina State Library. 
4 Rebekah Dobrasko. “Equalization Schools in South Carolina 1951-1960.” National Register of Historic Places 

Multiple Property Listing. South Carolina State Historic Preservation Office, Columbia, SC, August 21, 2009.   
5 Virginia B. Bartels, ed., “History of South Carolina Schools,” 2004. 

https://www.carolana.com/SC/Education/History_of_South_Carolina_Schools_Virginia_B_Bartels.pdf.  
6 Mary Fesak and Katherine Pemberton. “W. Gresham Meggett High and Elementary School.” National Register of 

Historic Places Nomination Form. Historic Charleston Foundation, Charleston, SC, February 20, 2018.  
7 Dobrasko, “Equalization Schools in South Carolina, 1951-1960.” 

https://www.carolana.com/SC/Education/History_of_South_Carolina_Schools_Virginia_B_Bartels.pdf
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Despite the findings of the Peabody Report, the state’s white politicians were disinclined to take 

substantial measures to improve the state’s Black schools. The situation in Allendale, however, 

was uniquely difficult, as part of the Allendale Training School campus burned down in a fire in 

1946. Given that the Rosenwald building that served as a primary school was still standing in 

1955, it is likely that it was the large six-teacher school that was lost. The destruction of this 

building would have meant the loss of not only significant classroom space, but also of the 

auditorium. With a reduced physical plant, the Allendale Training School was forced to hold 

double sessions until a new school could be built.8 It is likely that the specific circumstances in 

Allendale opened the door for funding for a new school building before the start of the major 

school building campaign under the state’s equalization program. 

 

The 1950 Allendale Training School building was a major step toward providing adequate 

educational accommodations for the Black citizens in the county. The one-story, T-shaped 

school building was designed by the regionally prominent firm of Lafaye, Lafaye, and Fair, and 

fit the mold of postwar Modern school design. The new building featured modern amenities such 

as bathrooms, large banks of windows and a central corridor promoting cross ventilation, a 

gymnasium with locker rooms, and six classrooms, an obvious upgrade from the smaller wood 

frame schoolhouses previously used.9 Despite the fact that segregating schools was inherently 

providing unequal treatment to the students, the new school building’s improvements at least 

provided a hygienic and modern facility in which Black children could learn. However, as Bruce 

Felton, the State Supervisor for Negro Education noted, while Black South Carolinians were 

happy to have these new buildings, they did not come with the necessary supplies and 

instructional materials to adequately educate students.10 Despite this shortcoming, white school 

officials and politicians felt they could maintain segregation for a bit longer by “appeasing” 

Black citizens with these updated schools, even as challenges to institutional segregation were 

gaining traction in the court system.  

 

White South Carolina politicians finally felt a sense of urgency to consider the improvements for 

Black schools recommended in the Peabody Survey a court case from a South Carolina school 

system, Clarendon County, entered into federal district court in late 1950.11 Briggs v. Elliott 

challenged the Clarendon County school district’s segregation practices after the school system’s 

superintendent, Roderick Miles Elliott, refused to provide a school bus for African American 

children who were forced to walk to school. The case, which would be the first lawsuit in 

America to challenge segregation in public schools, would provide the foundation for the 

landmark 1954 Supreme Court case Brown v. Board of Education of Topeka, Kansas along with 

other cases of public school segregation.12 The traction that Briggs v. Elliott gained in the 

judicial system spurred politicians to address the inequalities between Black and white schools to 

keep further lawsuits from being filed and dismantling the segregated educational system. To 

                         
8 “Bids Sought For Training School,” Allendale County Citizen, July 22, 1955.  
9 Architectural plans, “Allendale Training School/Allendale Negro Elementary School,” Lafaye, Lafaye, & Fair, 

December 1, 1949.  
10 Bartels, ed., “History of South Carolina Schools,” 2004. 
11 Dobrasko, “Equalization Schools in South Carolina, 1951-1960.”  
12 Claudia Smith Brinson, Stories of Struggle: The Clash Over Civil Rights in South Carolina (Columbia, SC: 

University of South Carolina Press, 2020), 59.  
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achieve this “equalizing” of segregated schools, the state consolidated school districts, allocated 

massive amounts of money for school improvement, and devised a way to pay for the program 

through tax increases.13  

 

In his 1951 inaugural address, Governor James F. Byrnes detailed how his administration would 

tackle the “equalization” of South Carolina’s schools: the state would implement a three-cent 

sales tax to upgrade Black schools to keep them “equal” and avoid desegregation.14 The 

equalization program would overhaul the state’s entire education system, consolidating school 

districts, appointing new members to county boards of education, and undertaking a massive 

construction campaign complete with new, Modern architecture. The newly established State 

Education Finance Commission (SEFC) would oversee these improvement programs, review 

applications, and disperse funds for their implementation.15 Between 1951 and 1954, the state 

dedicated over $100 million to build two hundred Black schools and seventy white schools as 

well as to improve at least 250 existing schools for both races.16 This occurred in Allendale in 

April 1952, when the county’s school districts were consolidated into one, streamlining the 

equalization process and appointing five trustees to the County Board of Education to set up 

employing personnel and adopting budgets so that “separate but equal” schools could be 

constructed.17 

 

When the Supreme Court outlawed segregated public schools with their decision in Brown v. 

Board in 1954, the SEFC swiftly responded with a freeze on school building funds. When the 

three-month ban on school construction in the state ended, priority was given to Black high 

schools that were “grossly inadequate,” in the words of Governor Byrnes. The SEFC allocated 

$416,267 for the Allendale Training School in September of 1954.18 In July 1955 bids were 

advertised for the construction of the large-scale additions to the Allendale Training School. The 

school board sought a new 56,412 square foot masonry building that would be “modern in every 

respect” and “sufficiently spacious” to accommodate all 1,050 students.19 Given that the total 

population of Allendale County in 1950 was approximately 12,475, the Allendale Training 

School was the educational facility for about eight percent of county residents.20 The Cleckley 

and McGee construction company of Orangeburg won the bid to construct the new elementary 

school building which would include twenty-seven classrooms, a science hall, home economics 

department, library, and clinic in addition to a cafetorium to be used as a flexible, convertible 

space.21 The 1950 school building, which served as the high school, also received a six-

                         
13 Dobrasko, “Equalization Schools in South Carolina, 1951-1960.” 
14 Bartels, ed., “History of South Carolina Schools,” 2004.  
15 Dobrasko, “Equalization Schools in South Carolina, 1951-1960.”  
16 Bartels, ed., “History of South Carolina Schools,” 2004. 
17 “Schools Consolidated Into One District,” Allendale County Citizen, April 11, 1952. 
18 “Educational Finance Group Lifts School Building Ban,” The State, September 1, 1954.  
19 “Bids Sought For Training School,” Allendale County Citizen, May 27, 1955.  
20 U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, “1950 Census of Population: Preliminary Counts,” August 

18, 1950, Washington, D.C., Series PC-2, No. 14, https://www2.census.gov/library/publications/decennial/1950/pc-

02/pc-2-14.pdf. 
21 “Bids Let For Negro Elementary School,” Allendale County Citizen, July 22, 1955.  
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classroom addition.22 The SEFC allocated an additional $23,561 to cover remaining expenses, as 

the initial cost of the project was underestimated.23  

 

Perhaps recognizing the failure of the program to prevent integration, the SEFC focused on 

making sure the approved Black high schools were ready in time for the 1955-1956 academic 

year and then shifted much of their construction funding to white schools.24 This included the 

consolidation of the two white high schools in Allendale and nearby Fairfax, which were merged 

to create a single white high school: Allendale-Fairfax High School. The new school, which was 

located on Allendale-Fairfax Highway midway between the two towns, was built with SEFC 

allocated funding.25 The school was completed by the 1956-1957 school year and served the 

white students of Allendale County for almost a decade before integration occurred. Few schools 

were built or improved with equalization funding after 1959, and the SEFC was subsumed into 

the South Carolina Department of Education in 1966.26  

 

Since its founding in 1919, Allendale has remained a rural, agricultural county with a 

predominantly Black population. Census records shows that in 1940 most Black Allendale 

citizens were predominantly farmers or laborers and many had little or no formal education.27 

The new, modern training school built in 1950 attracted more students than ever before as the 

high school enrollment exceeded 250 students, surpassing more than 200 students for the first 

time.28 It appears that the training school emphasized vocational education, including home 

economics and trades. In 1953 a photographer from the State Department of Education was sent 

to document the home economics class of Rosa Lee Rush at the school, where she taught classes 

to both high-school aged girls and adults. Her courses taught students “to cover furniture, cook, 

sew, take care of the sick, serve tables and many other women’s chores.”29 These classes gave 

students valuable life skills, but also reinforced the societal expectation that Black women would 

be wives and mothers, and/or enter a service industry. Later newspaper coverage of the school 

indicates a continued emphasis on practical knowledge. The school also hosted the District 1 

Trade Tournament in 1959, with prizes handed out in the categories of: beauty, carpentry, 

cosmetology, drawing, masonry, painting, and talent.30 In 1960 a group of students won first 

place in the physical science category at the Palmetto State Science Fair at South Carolina State 

College with their “Model of a Paper Factory in Making Paper.”31 The training school also 

offered athletic programs, with Allendale playing the Lexington Rosenwald School for the Negro 

Class A State championship in basketball in 1961.32  

                         
22 Ibid. 
23 “$2,166,809 Allotted For School Building,” The State, July 20, 1956. 
24 Dobrasko, “Equalization Schools in South Carolina, 1951-1960.” 
25 “Allendale School Contract is Let,” The State, January 6, 1956; “Allendale School Plans Are Approved,” The 

State, September 29, 1955.  
26 Dobrasko, “Equalization Schools in South Carolina, 1951-1960.” 
27  U.S. Census Bureau, 1940, Ancestry.com.  
28 South Carolina School Directories, 1939-1950, South Carolina Digital Library, South Carolina State Library. 

Prior to 1950, the high school enrollment was listed between 130 to 190 students.  
29 “Seen Here And There,” The State, February 11, 1953.  
30 “Allendale Hosts Trade Tourney,” The State, March 19, 1959.  
31 “SC Science Fair Winners Are Named,” The State, March 31, 1960.  
32 “Rosenwald Gets Finals’ Berth,” The State, March 3, 1961.  
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The Allendale Training School also hosted the county’s adult basic education program starting in 

1966.33 Providing for adult education in the state was identified as a critical issue in the 1960s, to 

help combat the high illiteracy rate. In 1962 the number of South Carolinians over age twenty-

five who could not read was two-and-a-half times greater than the national average. In the same 

demographic, 20.3% of the state’s population had less than five years of formal education. While 

the educational statistics in South Carolina were particularly alarming, a lack of education among 

adults was a national problem.34 The Economic Opportunity Act of 1964, which was intended to 

address root causes of poverty, sought to help address the issue. After the passage of the bill, 

South Carolina anticipated annual funding for adult education in the state could increase more 

than ten-fold.35 In December of 1964, the Johnson administration authorized $491,726 in funding 

for South Carolina’s adult basic education program.36 The program for Allendale was approved 

at the start of 1966 and provided free classes to anyone over the age of eighteen with less than 

eight years of formal education.37 The programs were authorized under South Carolina’s State 

Plan for Adult Basic Education and run by the local public school districts. The adult basic 

education program at the Allendale Training School initially planned for two classes, but by mid-

February had already expanded to six classes, serving ninety students between the ages of 20 to 

50. R.H. Wallace, the project director for the program in Allendale, reported that “Our students 

are responding well, they’re enthusiastic and appreciative.”38 By the spring, classes for adults at 

the Allendale Training School were overflowing. While the program was aimed at working-age 

adults, older adults also took advantage of the opportunity. Edward Warner, a lifelong resident of 

Allendale County, returned to school at the age of seventy-three, sixty-eight years after leaving 

the first grade to do farm work. He and his wife Rosa made the eighteen-mile trip to and from the 

Allendale Training School twice a week in order to learn to read and write.39     

 

The Allendale Training School remained a segregated school until 1970. Following the Brown v. 

Board decision in 1954, states and school districts in the South continued to evade integrating 

their schools. By the 1965-1966 school year, the Allendale Training School and the Allendale-

Fairfax High School opened on a “freedom of choice desegregation plan,” though no 

applications to transfer were filed.40 In 1966, the school was renamed C. V. Bing High School 

for the long-standing principal of the school.41 It was not until the 1970-71 school year that 

Allendale’s schools were integrated by a court mandate, and the integration appeared to occur 

“without incident.”42 The school’s integration marks the end of the property’s period of 

significance. The school remained in use as the Allendale Primary School until 2014 when it was 

vacated.  

 
                         
33 “Adult Education Approved In 32 School Districts,” The State, January 14, 1966.  
34 “Committee Told Illiteracy Rate Is High in SC,” The Columbia Record, February 19, 1962.  
35 Mont Mortan, “The ‘Anti-Poverty Act’s’ S.C. Potential,” The State, September 27, 1964.  
36 “$82.6 Million Goes to Poverty Program,” The State, December 17, 1964.  
37 “Adult Education Approved in 32 School Districts,” The State, January 14, 1966.  
38 “Education of Adults Is ‘Booming,” The State, February 13, 1966. 
39 “School Bells Ring Again For Allendale Man, 73,” The State, March 12, 1966.  
40 Jack Bass, “Clarendon Schools Desegregate,” The State, September 3, 1965. 
41 1966 directory is first mention of name change to C. V.  Bing School.  
42 “Allendale Schools Open Okay,” The State, September 4, 1970.  
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Criterion C: Architecture  

 

The Allendale Training School is a locally significant example of Modern architecture applied to 

an education building, representing both the general rise of Modernism in educational 

architecture after World War II and the proscribed usage of Modern design in South Carolina’s 

equalization schools. The use of Modernism in educational facilities provided multiple benefits, 

including reduced cost and increased efficiency in school construction. The simple, repeating 

designs of the buildings were inexpensive to build and prefabricated elements quickened the 

construction process. The combination of the post-World War II baby boom with the dearth of 

schools constructed during the war led to a renaissance in educational architecture in America 

during the postwar period.43 Recognizing some of the functional limitations of early 20th century 

school buildings, architects aimed to make schools more functional and sanitary. School districts 

adopted these new Modern designs as they sought to build new educational facilities to meet the 

evolving needs of American students.44 

 

By 1950, the campus of the Allendale Training School was overdue for an updated facility. Part 

of the campus burned in a fire in 1946 and the remaining buildings were wood-frame structures 

designed to the specifications of an earlier era.45 While schools designed or inspired by the 

Rosenwald Fund were at the forefront of educational architecture in the first few decades of the 

20th century, these buildings struggled to fit the needs of students after World War II. First and 

foremost, there was the issue of space. The fire in 1946 left the school operating with limited 

capacity just before the first baby boomers entered the school system. Over-extended school 

plants were a problem across the nation by the late 1940s, resulting in a tremendous increase in 

school construction to accommodate the ever-growing number of students. From 1945 to 1964 

some $20 billion was spent on the construction of new schools in the United States.46 Prior to the 

construction of the new school building in 1950, the Allendale Training School was forced to run 

double sessions due to the inadequate space at the school plant.47 It is also likely that the 

buildings constructed during the 1920s lacked running water, electricity, and indoor bathrooms. 

The addition of a new building at the Allendale Training School in 1950 provided an opportunity 

for the modernization and enlargement of the school plant, shifting the campus from a mid-1920s 

collection of wood-frame buildings into an architect-designed Modern educational facility.        

 

The 1950 section of the Allendale Training School predates the state-sponsored equalization 

program, but represents the general, national trend toward Modernism in school design after 

World War II. Designed by prominent Columbia architecture firm Lafaye, Lafaye, and Fair, the 

school is an architectural precursor to the state’s equalization schools. Based in Columbia, 

Lafaye, Lafaye, and Fair was a prolific architecture firm in South Carolina from the 1910s to the 

                         
43 Rebekah Dobrasko, “Education after World War II,” South Carolina’s Equalization Schools, 1951-1960, 2022.  
44 Ibid.  
45 “Bids Sought For Training School,” Allendale County Citizen, May 27, 1955. 
46 Lindsay Baker, “A History of School Design and Its Indoor Environmental Standards, 1900 to Today,” PhD 

Dissertation (Berkeley: Department of Architecture, Center for the Built Environment, University of California, 

Berkeley, January 2012): 10-11. 
47 “Bids Sought For Training School,” Allendale County Citizen, May 27, 1955. 



United States Department of the Interior  
National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form  
NPS Form 10-900     OMB No. 1024-0018      

 

Allendale Training School  Allendale Co., S.C.  
Name of Property                   County and State 

Section 8 page 21 
 

1970s. The firm designed a variety of commercial, public, and residential buildings, with 

commissions across the state. Lafaye, Lafaye, and Fair drew up the plans for the Allendale 

Training School in 1949, preceding a number of the Modern school buildings the firm designed 

in the 1950s, including the Bell Street School in Clinton (1950), Barnwell Elementary School 

(1951), and Voorhees Elementary School in Denmark (1952). The firm’s Modern school designs 

in this period fits with the firm’s overall shift toward Modernism during the postwar period.48 

 

The 1950 Lafaye, Lafaye, and Fair school design called for a symmetrical building with a T-

shaped form: a flat-roofed rectangular classroom wing at the front and a double-height 

perpendicular gymnasium space at the rear. Each classroom features a bank of windows with a 

glass block grid above them to provide natural light inside the classroom. While the windows of 

the new school were expansive, reliance on natural light for schoolwork was reduced in this 

period with the introduction of artificial lighting.49 A material such as glass block might allow in 

less light, but improve the security and insulation of the classrooms, a trade-off made possible by 

the installation of electric lights. Postwar school architecture also put an increased focus on 

proper ventilation and the air quality in educational facilities. In some schools, air-conditioning 

was installed for the first time during this period. 50 It does not appear that air conditioning was 

part of the original design for the Allendale Training School, but the windows usually featured a 

hopper window at the bottom, allowing them to tilt open and provide fresh air without letting the 

elements inside. The building’s design was conducive to additions, as shown in 1955 when the 

east wing was constructed. Ease of expansion was one of the benefits of Modern school 

architecture as “one-story, flat-roofed buildings accommodated additions; eliminated the need 

for staircases and fire escapes; provided easy access to the outside for students; and provided 

better light and ventilation for classrooms.”51  

 

Even with the construction of the new, larger school building in 1950, the Allendale Training 

School was once again overwhelmed by the growing student body by the mid-1950s. By that 

time, the state’s equalization school program was well underway, and when the SEFC allocated 

funding for an expansion of the school the new additions needed to meet the design requirements 

of the program. Part of the equalization legislation required that school systems hire registered 

architects and licensed contractors who would build schools that “reflected the latest trends in 

educational thought and school design.”52 The 1955 addition and new buildings largely 

mimicked the design already established by Lafaye, Lafaye, and Fair five years before. The east 

wing added to the original school building played off the architectural vocabulary of the original 

design with minor modifications, namely utilizing a different brick color and bond pattern, and a 

new window design. However, the glass block bands above the windows, the general pattern of 

openings, and the one-story, flat roofs all lend a sense of continuity between the original Lafaye-

designed building and the 1955 addition. It is unclear whether Lafaye, Lafaye, and Fair designed 

                         
48 Lafaye & Lafaye Record of Commissions, South Caroliniana Library.  
49 Baker, “A History of School Design and Its Indoor Environmental Standards, 1900 to Today,” 14. 
50 Ibid., 12-13. 
51 Dobrasko, “Equalization Schools in South Carolina, 1951-1960.”  
52 Fesak and Pemberton, “W. Gresham Meggett High and Elementary School.” 
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the new construction for the expansion, but if the firm did not, they clearly set a precedent for 

what contractors Cleckley and McGee constructed in 1955.53  

 

Three new buildings were also constructed as part of the 1955 expansion of the campus. The 

cafeteria, classroom building, and administration building were all also one-story brick buildings 

with flat roofs and large metal windows, maintaining the Modern design aesthetic established by 

the 1950 building and the equalization program. While the cafeteria and administration building 

are smaller, more architectural modest structures, the classroom building is a large U-shaped 

building with an architecturally distinctive main entrance. The projecting entrance, which fronts 

Harden Street, features a stepped parapet and is rendered in stucco, an atypical design for an 

equalization school. Although something of a departure from the postwar Modern aesthetic, the 

building’s entrance distinguishes is as one of the primary buildings on the site and provides 

another major entry point to the campus. The building’s U-shaped plan also creates a courtyard 

area to the rear, a common feature of equalization schools to enable outdoor play and learning.54 

Likewise, the main school, cafeteria, and classroom building are all connected via covered 

walkways, providing another opportunity for students to be outside in the course of the school 

day as they moved between buildings.  

 

The Allendale Training School is one of a small number of local examples of Modern 

architecture. The Fairfax Training School, built in 1955 in the neighboring town of Fairfax, is 

another Modern equalization school built for Black students. Designed by Halsey & Cummings, 

the one-story school building employed the standard design elements found in other schools of 

the period, such as the sprawling, flat-roofed layout and banks of windows with glass block 

transoms.55 The white Allendale-Fairfax High School also built with equalization funds in 1955-

1956 and located between the two towns. Like the Fairfax Training School, it was designed by 

Halsey & Cummings.56 While there is still an Allendale-Fairfax High School in this location, it 

appears either fully rebuilt or heavily modified. The other examples of Modernism in the county 

are primarily roadside motels and restaurants built along Highway 301 when it was a major 

tourist route. The mid-century motels and restaurants that survive represent the vernacular 

aspects of postwar Modernism, in contrast to the architect-designed school buildings in 

Allendale and Fairfax.57 Not only is the Allendale Training School an unusual example of 

Modernism within its local context, its 1950 section is an interesting example of pre-equalization 

Modern school architecture designed by a regionally prominent firm. Finally, the school’s 1955 

expansion represents a large and unusually intact example of equalization school architecture. 

                         
53 The Lafaye, Lafaye, and Fair papers at South Caroliniana Library have drawings of the Allendale Training School 

dated both 1947 and 1949. The 1947 drawings are almost identical to what is shown in 1949, except for the shape of 

the gymnasium’s roof, which in 1947 was gabled instead of a barrel roof. However, there is no record of the firm 

working on anything in Allendale again following this commission in 1949.  
54 Dobrasko, “Equalization Schools in South Carolina, 1951-1960.” 
55 “Advertisement For Bids,” The State, April 7, 1955.  
56 “Allendale School Plans Are Approved,” The State, September 29, 1955; “$2,166,809 Allotted For School 

Building,” The State, July 20, 1956. 
57 Daniel McDonald Johnson, “Allendale,” South Carolina Encyclopedia, Institute for Southern Studies, University 

of South Carolina, last modified August 19, 2021, accessed December 16, 2021; “The Tobacco Trail Through 

Allendale County,” Random Connections, September 11, 2015, http://www.randomconnections.com/the-tobacco-

trail-through-allendale-county/. 
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While many equalization schools were altered in substantial ways over the years as school 

districts updated their buildings, the Allendale Training School underwent comparatively little 

alteration during the decades after its construction.58 The Allendale Training School is an 

important local example of Modern architecture, representing postwar school design and South 

Carolina’s equalization program.  

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Developmental history/additional historic context information (if appropriate) 

 

Though a small county in population, Allendale grew in the postwar period with the 

establishment of the Savannah River Site in 1951. Located along the Savannah River in 

Allendale, Aiken, and Barnwell counties, the nuclear materials facility brought an influx of 

residents to Allendale, resulting in the need for additional schools.59 The site remained a steady 

employer until the mid-to-late-1960s when R Reactor and Heavy Water Components Test 

Reactor (HWCTR) were shut down quickly followed by L Reactor’s shut down, resulting in 

layoffs.60 The town and county experienced a gradual decline after its rapid expansion in the 

1950s. Following the construction of Interstate 95 in the 1960s, Allendale County became 

bypassed by the new interstate highway that U.S. Route-301 previously served. The county 

remains the least populated county in South Carolina.

                         
58 Dobrasko, “Equalization Schools in South Carolina, 1951-1960.” 
59 Johnson, “Allendale,” South Carolina Encyclopedia. 
60 “SRS History Highlights,” Savannah River Site website, last modified April 27, 2021. 

https://www.srs.gov/general/about/history1.htm.   

https://www.srs.gov/general/about/history1.htm
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Previous documentation on file (NPS):  

 

____ preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) has been requested 

____ previously listed in the National Register 

____ previously determined eligible by the National Register 

____ designated a National Historic Landmark  

____ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey   #____________ 

____ recorded by Historic American Engineering Record # __________ 

____ recorded by Historic American Landscape Survey # ___________ 

 

Primary location of additional data:  

____ State Historic Preservation Office 

____ Other State agency 

____ Federal agency 

____ Local government 

____ University 

____ Other 

         Name of repository: _____________________________________ 

 

Historic Resources Survey Number (if assigned): _____0088_______ 

 

 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

10. Geographical Data 

 

 Acreage of Property ____10.5______ 

 

 
 

Use either the UTM system or latitude/longitude coordinates 

 

Latitude/Longitude Coordinates 

Datum if other than WGS84:__________ 

(enter coordinates to 6 decimal places) 

 

1. Latitude: 33.001423°  Longitude: -81.298856° 
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2. Latitude: 32.997368°  Longitude: -81.302789° 

 

3. Latitude: 32.998455°  Longitude: -81.304264° 

 

4. Latitude: 32.998910°  Longitude: -81.304213° 

 

5. Latitude: 32.999751°  Longitude: -81.303376° 

 

6. Latitude: 32.999083°  Longitude: -81.302375° 

 

7. Latitude: 33.001901°  Longitude: -81.299576° 

 

 

Verbal Boundary Description (Describe the boundaries of the property.) 

 

Beginning at the northeast corner, a chain link fence parallels Allendale-Fairfax Highway to 

the south. This fence runs southeast along the eastern border, separating the school from an 

adjacent farm, for approximately 634 yards. The fence turns west, running about 200 yards 

before turning northwest, creating a canted corner, which runs about 60 yards before turning 

north for about 125 yards. The fence then turns east, paralleling Hill Street, until Harden 

Street, where it turns northeast. The fence continues until it approaches Allendale-Fairfax 

Highway, where it turns southeast and terminates at the starting point.  

 

 

Boundary Justification (Explain why the boundaries were selected.) 

 

The boundary includes the historic property associated with the 1950 establishment and 1955 

growth of the Allendale Training School. The boundaries also follow the property’s current 

legal boundaries.  

______________________________________________________________________________ 

11. Form Prepared By 

 

name/title: ___Jane Campbell, Preservation Consultant_______________________ 

organization: __Rogers Lewis Jackson Mann & Quinn, LLC __________________ 

street & number: _1901 Main St. Suite 1200_____________ __________________ 

city or town:  Columbia_______ state: ___SC_____ zip code:__29201   _________ 

e-mail:_jcampbell@rogerslewis.com_ __ 

telephone:__803-978-1963___________ 

date:___ _2/24/2021_  ______________ 
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___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Additional Documentation 

 

Submit the following items with the completed form: 

 

 Maps:   A USGS map or equivalent (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's 

location. 

    

  Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous 

resources.  Key all photographs to this map. 

 

 Additional items:  (Check with the SHPO, TPO, or FPO for any additional items.) 

  

Owner Information: SC Department of Education/Allendale County Schools 

                           3249 Allendale-Fairfax Highway 

                           Fairfax, SC 29827 

 

Photographs 

Submit clear and descriptive photographs.  The size of each image must be 1600x1200 pixels 

(minimum), 3000x2000 preferred, at 300 ppi (pixels per inch) or larger.  Key all photographs 

to the sketch map. Each photograph must be numbered and that number must correspond to 

the photograph number on the photo log.  For simplicity, the name of the photographer, 

photo date, etc. may be listed once on the photograph log and doesn’t need to be labeled on 

every photograph. 

 

Photo Log 

 

Name of Property: Allendale Training School 

 

City or Vicinity: Allendale 

 

County: Allendale    State: SC 

 

Photographer: Jane Campbell 

 

Date Photographed: October 27, 2021 

 

Description of Photograph(s) and number, include description of view indicating direction of 

camera: 

 

1 of 25 North façade, main school, looking southeast 

2 of 25 Southeast oblique of 1950 gymnasium (main school) 
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3 of 25 South elevation, 1950 classroom wing, main school, looking north  

4 of 25 South elevation, cafeteria building, looking east 

5 of 25 Standard window bank, classroom building, looking northwest 

6 of 25 South elevation of classroom building, looking northeast  

7 of 25 West façade of classroom building, looking southeast 

8 of 25 East elevation of classroom building with covered walkway, looking north  

9 of 25 North elevation windows in kitchen, cafeteria building, looking south  

10 of 25 South elevation, cafeteria building, looking northwest  

11 of 25 North façade of administration building, looking west 

12 of 25 Southeast oblique, administration building, looking northwest 

13 of 25 Corridor of main school, looking east 

14 of 25 Library, main school, looking east  

15 of 25 Interior of gymnasium, looking southeast  

16 of 25 Transition between 1950 and 1955 sections of main school, looking south  

17 of 25  Interior of cafeteria, looking south  

18 of 25 Corridor in classroom building, looking south 

19 of 25 Standard classroom, classroom building, looking east 

20 of 25 Interior of room, administration building, looking north 

21 of 25 Landscaping at front of school site, looking northeast  

22 of 25 Open field and abandoned playground equipment, looking southeast 

23 of 25 Trailer Two, east façade looking west 

24 of 25 Trailer Three, east façade looking west 

25 of 25 Trailer One, southeast oblique 
 
 

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement:  This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic 
Places to nominate properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings.  Response 
to this request is required to obtain a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C.460 
et seq.). 
Estimated Burden Statement:  Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 100 hours per response including  
time for reviewing instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form.  Direct comments regarding 
this burden estimate or any aspect of this form to the Office of Planning and Performance Management. U.S. Dept. of the Interior, 
1849 C. Street, NW, Washington, DC. 
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