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This form is for use in nominating or requesting determinations for individual properties and districts.  See instructions in National Register Bulletin, 

How to Complete the National Register of Historic Places Registration Form.  If any item does not apply to the property being documented, enter 

"N/A" for "not applicable."  For functions, architectural classification, materials, and areas of significance, enter only categories and subcategories 
from the instructions.   

 

1. Name of Property 

Historic name:  _Abbeville County Training School________________________________ 

Other names/site number: _Abbeville County Colored Training School; Abbeville 

Rosenwald School; Branch Street School_________ 

      Name of related multiple property listing: 

      _The Rosenwald School Building Program in South Carolina 1917-1932_______________ 

      (Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Location  

Street & number: _410 Branch Street____________________________________________ 

City or town: _Abbeville______ State: ___South Carolina County: _Abbeville___________  

Not For Publication:   Vicinity:  

____________________________________________________________________________ 

3. State/Federal Agency Certification   

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended,  

I hereby certify that this    X   nomination  __ request for determination of eligibility meets 

the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of Historic 

Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.  

In my opinion, the property  _X_  meets   ___ does not meet the National Register Criteria.  I 

recommend that this property be considered significant at the following  

level(s) of significance:      

 ___national                  ___statewide           _X_ local  

  Applicable National Register Criteria:  

_X_A             ___B           _X_C           ___D         

 

 

    

Signature of certifying official/Title:    Date 

______________________________________________ 

State or Federal agency/bureau or Tribal Government 
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In my opinion, the property        meets        does not meet the National Register 

criteria.   

     

Signature of commenting official:    Date 

 

Title :                                     State or Federal agency/bureau 

                                                                                         or Tribal Government  

 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

4. National Park Service Certification  

 I hereby certify that this property is:  

       entered in the National Register  

       determined eligible for the National Register  

       determined not eligible for the National Register  

       removed from the National Register  

       other (explain:)  _____________________                                                                                    

 

                     

______________________________________________________________________   

Signature of the Keeper   Date of Action 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

5. Classification 

 Ownership of Property 

 (Check as many boxes as apply.) 

Private:  

 

 Public – Local 

 

 Public – State  

 

 Public – Federal  

 

 

 Category of Property 

 (Check only one box.) 

 

 Building(s) 

 

 District  

 

X

 

   

  

 

  

 

  

x
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 Site 

 

 Structure  

 

 Object  

 

 

 

 Number of Resources within Property 

 (Do not include previously listed resources in the count)              

Contributing   Noncontributing 

______2______   ______2______  buildings 

 

_____________   _____________  sites 

 

_____________   _____________  structures  

 

_____________   _____________  objects 

 

______2______   ______2______  Total 

 

 

 Number of contributing resources previously listed in the National Register _________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

6. Function or Use  

Historic Functions 

(Enter categories from instructions.) 

 ___Education/School________________ 

 ___________________ 

 ___________________ 

 ___________________ 

 ___________________ 

 

Current Functions 

(Enter categories from instructions.) 

 _Vacant/Storage__________________ 

 ___________________ 

 ___________________ 

 ___________________ 

 ___________________ 

 __________________
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_____________________________________________________________________________ 

7. Description  

 

 Architectural Classification  

 (Enter categories from instructions.) 

 _Other/Rosenwald School__ 

 ___________________ 

 ___________________ 

 ___________________ 

 ___________________ 

 ___________________ 

 ___________________ 

 

 

Materials: (enter categories from instructions.) 

Principal exterior materials of the property: _Foundation: Brick, Walls: Brick, Roof: Metal_ 

 

 

 

 

 

Narrative Description 

(Describe the historic and current physical appearance and condition of the property.  Describe 

contributing and noncontributing resources if applicable. Begin with a summary paragraph that 

briefly describes the general characteristics of the property, such as its location, type, style, 

method of construction, setting, size, and significant features. Indicate whether the property has 

historic integrity.)   

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Summary Paragraph 

 

The Abbeville County Training School sits on a five-acre parcel on the south side of Branch 

Street in the town of Abbeville, South Carolina, though only the upper half of the tract is 

historically associated with the school. The property is located in a residential area of scattered 

twentieth-century small-scale housing.  The irregularly shaped lot slopes down from the road to 

Parker Creek. The lot is overgrown with grassy areas near the school buildings.  A chain-link 

fence surrounds the rear of the main school building. The main school building fronts Branch 

Street to the north, and is separated from the street by a curved asphalt drive connecting to 

Branch Street at its west end and Jones Lane on the east end. Jones Lane runs roughly along the 

eastern border of the property. A circa 1986 warehouse building sits on the east end of the drive, 

in front of the main school building. The 1949 classroom ell extends from the east end of the 

original building toward the south, and a second circa 1986 warehouse is located along the south 

end of its east elevation. Directly behind the 1949 wing is the 1954 classroom building. A paved 

road in poor condition runs from Jones Lane behind the 1954 classroom building. The area 

behind the school complex, which is not part of the historic property, is wooded.  
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_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Narrative Description  

 

Site Evolution 

 

While the present tract associated with the property today is nearly 6 acres, not of the parcels 

were historically related to the school. The present day parcels have been reassembled from a 15 

lot subdivision originally platted in 1906 from property owned by CJ Lyon and Hattie Jones. 

Around 1909, lots 4 & 5 of the subdivision were purchased for the construction of Polar Grove 

School. The lots were bound by Branch Street on the north, Lyon Street on the east, Jones Street 

on the south, and lot No.3 on the west. While Branch Street later became a dedicated public 

right-of-way, other than the 1906 plat no formal dedication or abandonment of Lyons or Jones 

Street is present. The Poplar Branch School was built in 1909 and was a two-story wood-frame 

building with a T-shaped plan. In 1925, lots No. 2 and 3 were acquired in preparation for the 

construction of a new school. The Abbeville County Training School was built on the former lots 

No. 2 & 3 and the old Poplar Grove School became an annex. Fire severely damaged the 

Abbeville County Training School in 1932 and 1941, but it was repaired and restored to its 

original appearance. In 1949 a classroom wing addition was extended toward the south from the 

eastern façade of the 1925 school and the older wood framed Poplar Grove School was 

demolished. The 1949 expansion also included a cafeteria addition built off west side of the 

existing auditorium. In 1954 a six room classroom building was added behind, to the south, of 

the 1949 addition. Two warehouse buildings were added to the property in the 1980s.  

 

1. Abbeville County Training School (1925, 1949) – Contributing Building 

Constructed in 1925, the Abbeville County Training School used a plan published in the 

Rosenwald Fund’s 1919 publication of suggested designs compiled by architect Fletcher B. 

Dresslar and Rosenwald Southern Office director, Samuel L. Smith. This one-story, brick, seven-

teacher school with a side-gable roof followed the t-shaped plan suggested for a seven-teacher 

school. The plan used at Abbeville included seven classrooms along the front axis of the 

building, and an auditorium with a stage in the rear “T”. A fire at the school started late on the 

night of March 9, 1932 and caused extensive damage to the building. Although the school was 

initially reported as destroyed, the building was ultimately able to be repaired (“Abbeville School 

for Negroes Burn”; “Abbeville School Loss To Be Probed”). Photos taken before and after the 

fire show that the repairs were carried out in a way that largely retained the exterior appearance 

of the original building (Fisk University Rosenwald Fund Card Database; Insurance File 

Photographs). Another fire in 1941 caused significant damage to the interior, but once again the 

building was repaired (“Abbeville Negro School Burns”; “Abbeville School Repairs Be Begun”).  

 

The 1925 portion of the building is the western section of the main school. Classrooms run on 

either side of a corridor in the front section, while the auditorium and sage project in a 

perpendicular wing form the rear of the building. On the front façade, a central double-door 

entrance is located under a slightly projecting front-gable porch roof supported by two square 

brick columns. The columns are topped in cast stone and bridged by a heavy wood lintel and the 

gable-end is clad in wood shingles. Single window openings with brick sills, now infilled with 

brick, flank the entrance to either side beneath the porch roof. These windows were originally 



United States Department of the Interior  
National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form  
NPS Form 10-900     OMB No. 1024-0018      

 

Abbeville County Training School  Abbeville County, SC 
Name of Property                   County and State 

Section 7 page 6 
 

six-over-six double-hung wood sash. As with the other bricked-in windows, the original form 

and dimensions are still visible. The original door opening is covered with paired metal doors. 

 

The central front entrance is flanked by two groupings on windows. The window groupings 

flanking the door contain five, nine-over-nine sash windows, and the ones on each end are 

comprised of six nine-over-nine sash window.  In each grouping, either the center (of five) or the 

center two (of six) windows have been removed and the opening bricked-in.  Although some 

windows have been removed, the rhythm of the original fenestration is still evident and the 

original brick sills are extant. A small window, perhaps originally a four-over-four or six-over 

six double-hung sash, is also bricked-in between each of the groupings. The building has a low-

pitched side-gable metal roof with exposed rafter tails, except at the east end where the roof is 

hipped over the 1949 addition. Two shed-roof dormers once flanked the central entrance, but 

were apparently lost in the 1932 fire. Two brick chimneys, located between classrooms, pierce 

the building’s roof in the main block of the “T” and appear to have been shortened from their 

original height. A third chimney evident in historic photographs is no longer extant.  

 

The west end of the original building remains as constructed with a central recessed door, with 

seven wood steps leading up to a landing which leads to a double door. The central door is 

flanked by a paired grouping of six-over-six sash windows. Centered in the gable end peak is a 

small four-over-four sash window. The recess of the door is sheathed in beaded siding and the 

board door surround and eight-light transom remain intact. The original doors have been 

removed. 

 

The east end of the original building is covered by the 1949 brick classroom wing addition. The 

wing also has a metal roof that is contiguous with that of the original building and also features 

exposed rafter tails, but is hipped rather than gabled at its east terminus. The wing has one 

opening on the front elevation that is now covered with metal doors, which would have led to a 

corridor flanked by the additional classrooms. The east side of the 1949 one-story brick 

classroom wing has two groupings of five windows with six-over-six metal sash at the north end 

of the building; adjacent is a metal-clad set of double doors, followed by another grouping of 

five windows with six-over-six metal sash. One tall brick chimney pierces the west side of the 

roof. 

 

A door at ground level and a window at first floor level are located on the rear (south) elevation 

of the 1949 wing.  On the west side of the wing are three sets of six six-over-six metal window; 

some of these are also bricked-in, but the original rhythm of the fenestration can be seen and the 

brick sills remain intact. 

 

The section of the original building to the east of the auditorium section exhibits one grouping of 

five nine-over-nine wood sash windows, with only the center window bricked in, and a section 

of three nine-over-nine wood sash windows, also with the central window bricked-in. 

 

The east side of the auditorium section has two sets of three nine-over-nine sash windows and at 

the southern end, one six-over-six sash windows. The gable end (south) of the auditorium has a 

door reached by concrete steps at the first-floor level and one small opening at the ground level. 
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Attached to the southwest corner of the auditorium section is the 1949 cafeteria addition This 

portion of the building also features exposed rafter tails, and has paired six-over-six wood sash 

windows. The cafeteria addition has a front-gable roof. A small section of the west elevation of 

the auditorium section is visible between the cafeteria wing and the classroom section of the 

original building, where two sets of nine-over-nine sash double-hung windows are visible. 

 

The interior floorplan of the seven-teacher Rosenwald school remains fairly true to its original 

design, despite the fires in 1932 and 1941, with a few interior walls removed: the wall to the west 

of the entry and the wall separating the southwest classrooms. The central transverse corridor, 

running east-to-west is intact and the door openings to the original classrooms are clearly visible. 

Historic hardwood floors and most of the board ceilings remain intact. Five horizontal six-panel 

classroom doors topped with three-light movable transoms are still present in original locations. 

Trim and chalk ledges remain in most classrooms. Two completely intact cloakrooms, with 

shelves and hooks, also are intact. There is fire damage visible at the ceiling level in the 

northwest classroom but the walls, floors and woodwork remain. Although the ceiling of the 

auditorium has been replaced with drywall, the auditorium remains virtually as built, with a 

central stage at the rear of the building flanked by three steps up to the stage. The beaded board 

wall at the base of the stage is intact, as is the slight curve to the front of the stage. 

 

The 1949 wing exhibits the most alterations, with the central north-south corridor removed along 

with the classroom walls; however, the locations of the original walls can be seen, as can the 

location of lockers, stalls and sinks at the north end of the wing, indicating the location of 

plumbing that was installed in the school at that time. Access to the interior of the 1949 cafeteria 

wing was not permitted, but the historic six-panel doors leading to the cafeteria from the 

auditorium remain intact. 

 

2. Classroom Building (1954) – Contributing Building 

A brick classroom building with three large bays on the side elevations was constructed to the 

southeast of the original school building in 1954. Originally a six-classroom building, it has a 

low-pitched metal roof, and three large bays of metal infill above poured concrete separated by 

brick piers on the side gable elevations. It is likely that the roof of the building was originally flat 

and that all or part of the bays now infilled with metal contained windows. The brick end gables 

each have centered double doors covered with metal. Interior access to this building was not 

provided. 

 

3. Warehouse 1 (ca. 1986) – Non-contributing Building 

A frame, gable-roofed warehouse covered with metal siding and standing on a concrete block 

foundation was constructed to the north of the main school building in the 1980s. The building is 

in poor condition with some of the siding missing.  

 

4. Warehouse 2 (ca. 1986) – Non-contributing Building 

A frame, gable-roofed warehouse covered with wood siding and standing on a concrete block 

foundation was constructed to the east of the 1949 classroom wing. The building is in poor 

condition with some of the siding missing. 
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_______________________________________________________________ 

8. Statement of Significance 

 

 Applicable National Register Criteria  

 (Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property for National Register  

 listing.) 

 

A. Property is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the 

broad patterns of our history. 

  

B. Property is associated with the lives of persons significant in our past.  

 

C. Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of 

construction or represents the work of a master, or possesses high artistic values, 

or represents a significant and distinguishable entity whose components lack 

individual distinction.  

 

D. Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, information important in prehistory or 

history.  

 

 

 

 Criteria Considerations  

 (Mark “x” in all the boxes that apply.) 

 

A. Owned by a religious institution or used for religious purposes 

  

B. Removed from its original location   

 

C. A birthplace or grave  

 

D. A cemetery 

 

E. A reconstructed building, object, or structure 

 

F. A commemorative property 

 

G. Less than 50 years old or achieving significance within the past 50 years  

 

 

 

 

 

 

X

 

  

X
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Areas of Significance 

(Enter categories from instructions.)  

__Architecture_______ 

__Education_________ 

__Ethnic Heritage: Black_ 

___________________  

___________________  

___________________  

___________________ 

 

 

Period of Significance 

_1925-1970__________________ 

___________________ 

___________________ 

 

 Significant Dates  

 1925, 1932, 1949, 1954  

 ___________________ 

 ___________________ 

 

Significant Person 

(Complete only if Criterion B is marked above.) 

___________________  

___________________  

___________________ 

 

 Cultural Affiliation  

 ___________________  

 ___________________  

 ___________________ 

 

 Architect/Builder 

 _Dresslar, Fletcher_B.___ 

 _Smith, Samuel L._________________  

 ___________________ 
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Statement of Significance Summary Paragraph (Provide a summary paragraph that includes 

level of significance, applicable criteria, justification for the period of significance, and any 

applicable criteria considerations.)  

 

The Abbeville County Training School is eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic 

Places under Criterion A in the areas of Education and Ethnic Heritage: Black, and under 

Criterion C for Architecture. Built in 1925 with $1,500 in funds from the Julius Rosenwald Fund, 

$300 in contributions from the local African American community, and $15,300 in support from 

the Abbeville County School District, the Abbeville County Training School was one of five 

Rosenwald schools constructed in Abbeville County in the 1920s. From 1925 through 1970, the 

school served as an educational and social center for the local African American community. 

The building housed first through twelfth grade students and was the only accredited African 

American high school in the county in its later years. In 1954, the building became the Branch 

Street School and served grades one through eight until 1968, and one through seven until 

closing in 1970. The school exhibits the tenacity and perseverance of Abbeville County African 

American residents in a region where there was harassment and terrorism by some members of 

the white community. Built according to the Rosenwald Fund’s seven-teacher plan, the 

Abbeville County Training School retains many historic features. Although some of the original 

windows have been bricked-in, the original fenestration is evident and still exhibits the rhythm of 

the original construction. The 1949 additions to the main school and the separate brick classroom 

building built around 1954 were constructed within the property’s period of significance and 

contribute to the property’s importance under Criterion A. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Narrative Statement of Significance (Provide at least one paragraph for each area of 

significance.)   

 

Criterion A: Education & Ethnic Heritage: Black 

 

White Supremacy and Early Black Education in Abbeville and South Carolina 

 

The Abbeville County Training School is locally significant for its decades of service as an 

educational center for Abbeville County African Americans during the era of segregation. As 

was true across South Carolina, education for African Americans in Abbeville County was 

virtually non-existent for much of its history. In 1740, the colonial South Carolina government 

responded to the Stono slave rebellion near Charleston by enacting legislation that levied fines 

on anyone who taught an enslaved person to write or employed an enslaved person as a scribe. In 

the 19th century, the state passed multiple laws further restricting the ability of both enslaved and 

free people of African descent to obtain schooling, including an 1834 law that prohibited anyone 

from teaching enslaved people to read or write and made it illegal for free African Americans to 

operate schools without white oversight. Only with slavery’s abolition in 1865 and the advent of 

Reconstruction did Black education become a viable enterprise in the Palmetto State, with a new, 
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federally mandated state constitution in 1868 making provision for a system of public schools 

that would serve both Black and white students.1  

 

Ultimately, Abbeville County was emblematic of the factors that led to the collapse of South 

Carolina’s biracial Reconstruction-era government and heralded the rise of segregated and 

unequal education there and throughout the state. Census records indicate that Africans and 

African Americans (virtually all enslaved) comprised about 18 percent of the county’s 

population around the time of its 1785 founding—less than half of their representation in the 

state as a whole, but relatively high for counties in the state’s Upcountry. Over the course of the 

19th century, slave-based cotton agriculture became thoroughly entrenched in the county, to the 

point that nearly 60 percent of Abbeville County residents were enslaved in 1850, and two-thirds 

of resident white families held someone in bondage. Abbeville also produced some of the state’s 

most influential advocates of slavery and the doctrine of secession, including proslavery theorist 

John C. Calhoun.2  

 

Despite the collapse of slavery and the rise of Republican rule during Reconstruction, Abbeville 

County African Americans in the 1860s and 1870s found themselves on the front lines of the 

state’s newly reconsolidating white supremacist order. By the fall of 1868, the Upstate saw 

multiple acts of terrorism by the Ku Klux Klan (KKK), who were determined to resist the 

integrated Republican government. Locally, these attacks included the murder of county 

representatives and the assassination in Abbeville of an Orangeburg County senator. This 

marked the beginning of a multi-year reign of terror against African Americans in Abbeville 

County by the county’s old white guard, who sought to reassert control as African Americans 

began to claim their legal rights.3  

 

With violent white resistance commencing in the Upstate almost as soon as the Republican 

government took power, there was little opportunity for the creation of integrated public schools 

based on the 1868 constitution. By 1876, white Democrats regained control of the state 

government, and those in power now set about restoring as much of the antebellum status quo as 

possible. Although there were public schools for African American children during and 

immediately after Reconstruction, the schools provided for Black students were usually inferior 

to those for white children. By 1895, white schools received twice the funding as African 

American schools, and three times more money was expended per white pupil than Black. That 

same year, South Carolina held another constitutional convention—this one aimed at 

disfranchising African Americans, and which ultimately mandated a dual system of racially 

                         
1 Katherine H. Richardson, “African-American Primary and Secondary Public-School Buildings in South Carolina, 

ca. 1895-1954.” National Register of Historic Places Multiple Property Documentation Form, 1995. Heather Andrea 

Williams, Self-Taught: African American Education in Slavery and Freedom (Chapel Hill: University of North 

Carolina Press, 2005), p. 13. Darold D. Wax, “‘The Great Risque We Run’: The Aftermath of the Slave Rebellion at 

Stono, South Carolina,” Journal of Negro History, vol. 67, no. 2 (Summer 1982), 136-47. David J. McCord, Statutes 

at Large of South Carolina, vol. 7 (Columbia, S.C., 1840), p. 468-70.   
2 U.S. Census Returns, 1790 and 1850. Lowry Ware, “Abbeville,” South Carolina Encyclopedia, 

https://www.scencyclopedia.org/sce/entries/abbeville/.  
3 Walter Edgar, South Carolina: A History (Columbia: University of South Carolina Press, 1998), 398. Lowry Ware, 

Old Abbeville: Scenes of the Past in a Town where Old Time Things Are Not Forgotten (Columbia: South Carolina 

Magazine of Ancestral Research, 1992). 

https://www.scencyclopedia.org/sce/entries/abbeville/
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segregated schools. A year later, the U.S. Supreme Court upheld the legality of segregation in 

Plessy v. Ferguson and established the doctrine of “separate but equal.” Even though education 

was still primarily under the control of county school boards rather than the state, the 

disfranchisement of African Americans through such tactics as poll taxes and literacy 

requirements all but eliminated their power over public education in their local communities, 

including Abbeville.4 

 

Abbeville’s African Americans nonetheless worked to provide educational opportunities for their 

community despite the legal enshrinement of segregation and the re-establishment of white 

supremacy. In 1868, Black Methodists erected a schoolhouse soon after the congregation’s initial 

organization. Local Presbyterians followed suit several years later after establishing their own 

church, with Rev. E.W. Williams leading an effort to obtain financial assistance from white 

Presbyterians in the North. What opened in 1882 as a small parochial school ultimately led to the 

1886 founding of Williams-Ferguson Academy, a private school under the auspices of the Board 

of Missions for Freedmen of the United Presbyterian Church, U.S.A., that offered elementary 

and secondary education to African Americans.5 Later renamed “Harbison College” after 

northern benefactor Samuel Harbison, the institution ultimately attracted the ire of portions of the 

white community who both threatened and committed acts of violence against the school and 

those affiliated with it. The family of college president Dr. Thomas H. Amos was ultimately 

forced to flee Abbeville for Philadelphia after he and his three sons were threatened with 

lynching. The college was then set on fire on March 17, 1910, with three students dying in the 

blaze, while several others and a teacher were injured. Three days after the fire, Abbeville 

citizens staged a rally in support of the school. The arsonists were never caught, and school 

leaders ultimately judged that Abbeville was not a suitable location for the institution, soon 

thereafter relocating Harbison to Irmo, S.C. Oppression against African Americans continued in 

Abbeville—including nine documented lynchings between 1882 and 1919—and prompted an 

exodus of Black residents from the county between 1890 and 1930, with the county’s African 

American population falling from 31,705 to 10,055 and their overall representation declining 

from 78 percent to 43 percent. Although most southern states experienced an out-migration of 

Black residents during this period, Abbeville County’s was among the most extreme.6 

 

                         
4 Edgar, South Carolina, 407. Richardson, “African-American Primary and Secondary Public-School Buildings in 

South Carolina, ca. 1895-1954.” 
5 “The Ferguson Academy at Abbeville,” Abbeville Press and Banner, June 30, 1886. 
6 Sharyn Kane and Richard Keeton, In These Days: African-American Life Near the Savannah River (Atlanta: 

National Park Service, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, 1994), 79-83. U.S. Census Returns, 1880-1930. Isabel 

Wilkerson, The Warmth of Other Suns: The Epic Story of America’s Great Migration (New York: Random House, 

2010). Perhaps the most infamous incident to occur in this period was the lynching of successful African American 

businessman and farmer, Anthony Crawford, which made headlines throughout the state and nation. One of the 

wealthiest men in the county, Crawford was hanged at the county fairgrounds after he had already been beaten to 

death, and then shot more than 200 times. The following day, the white mob demanded that all members of 

Crawford’s family must leave the town and that all African American businesses be closed; their demands were 

followed. No members of the white mob were ever charged with murder or terroristic activities. Doria Johnson, 

“Memories of a Forced Migration,” Shorefront Journal, April 21, 2014. 
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Even amid such hostility, Black residents worked to provide their children with the educational 

opportunities that the state and broader white-dominated society refused them. The effort that led 

most directly to the eventual construction of the Abbeville County Training School was the 

Poplar Grove School. Likely founded in 1891 as the church-affiliated “Poplar Grove Davidic 

High School,” Poplar Grove eventually became the public graded school for Abbeville’s Black 

community, with the Abbeville Graded School and Abbeville Mill School serving the town’s 

white residents. Poplar Grove was located at the future training school site at 410 Branch Street 

by 1909, when the Abbeville city school board funded a new grade school facility for African 

Americans: a two-story frame building containing six classrooms and built at a cost of $1,940.7  

 

The Rosenwald Fund 

 

While local residents celebrated the new Poplar Grove School’s construction, it was also part of 

a much broader trend across South Carolina in which the school facilities provided African 

American students were less sufficient for their community’s needs than were the schools used 

by their white peers. Indeed, by the 1915-1916 school year, there was still only one public 

secondary school in all of South Carolina for African Americans. In 1920, a mere 10 percent of 

the state’s education expenditures went towards Black schools, despite African Americans 

accounting for more than half the state’s population.8 

 

Around that same time, the first major effort to provide decent school facilities for Black 

southern children—the Julius Rosenwald Fund—was beginning to unfold. Rosenwald created his 

fund for Southern education in 1917 with four priorities: the building of schoolhouses for rural 

African American children, the establishment of libraries, the education of teachers, and the 

development of centers for higher education for the Black population. When Rosenwald 

established his fund, in the entire South there was not a single standard eight-grade rural Black 

public school and no Black public high school approved for even two years of high school work. 

Where there were African American public schools, they were open an average of four months a 

year, and the teacher usually had only attended school through eighth grade. The Fund greatly 

increased the expenditure by the state on education for Black children, since it made public 

funding a necessity to receive assistance through the Fund. In 1917, the first year of the 

Rosenwald Fund, South Carolina spent $2.86 per African American student; ten years later it 

was $11.06 per student. In 1924 the Rosenwald Fund supported the construction of 56 school 

buildings containing 212 classrooms for South Carolina’s African American students.9 

 

                         
7 For pre-1909 references to Poplar Grove School, see “The Colored Sunday School,” Abbeville Press and Banner, 

October 21, 1891; “Emancipation Day,” Abbeville Press and Banner, January 3, 1894; and “Our Schools,” Abbeville 

Press and Banner, December 20, 1899. (“Poplar Grove School: New School Building for Colored People 

Dedicated,” Abbeville Press and Banner, October 20, 1909. 
8 Edward E. Redcay, County Training Schools and Public Secondary Education for Negroes in the South 

(Washington, D.C.: The John F. Slater Fund, 1935), p. 15. U.S. Census Returns, 1920. Richardson, “African-

American Primary and Secondary Public-School Buildings in South Carolina, ca. 1895-1954.” 
9 Edwin R. Embree and Julia Waxman, Investment in People: The Story of the Julius Rosenwald Fund (New York: 

Harper & Brothers, Publishers, 1949). Richardson, “African-American Primary and Secondary Public-School 

Buildings in South Carolina, ca. 1895-1954.” 
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For a community to qualify for support to build a school they needed to meet certain criteria. 

According to a publication printed by the Rosenwald Fund, a school had to represent common 

effort by the state and county authorities and the local Black and white citizens. The state and 

county had to contribute to the building and agree to maintain it as a regular part of the public-

school system. White citizens had to take an interest and contribute part of the money, since it 

was felt that white leadership was essential to the success of such a program in the South. Black 

residents also had to show their desire for education by making gifts of money or labor.10  

 

The buildings were to be constructed according to simple plans that were provided by the fund. 

The curriculum was to include formal and theoretical education and, as suggested by Booker T. 

Washington, students were also taught practical skills. The plans provided by the fund featured 

the most up-to-date pedagogical thought regarding the best spaces to help children to learn. Since 

the majority of schools were in rural areas with no electricity, maximizing natural light was a 

major concern. For this reason, the Rosenwald plans all featured groupings of tall, double-hung 

sash, classroom windows along the east and west walls. A southern exposure would be too warm 

during the late spring, summer, or early fall months; and northern light in the winter would not 

provide enough light. The plans also specified that each window should have two tan shades, to 

better regulate the amount and intensity of light. Windows were always to the children’s left, so 

that a shadow would not be created as they wrote (except for left-handers). The interiors were to 

be painted either a cream ceiling with buff walls and walnut-stained wainscot, or ivory cream 

ceiling with light gray walls and a walnut stained wainscot. Interior corridors were to be 

minimized so that usable space was maximized.11  

 

Each Rosenwald school also included an “industrial room,” smaller than the standard-size 

classroom, for girls to be taught home economics and boys farm work and how to use simple 

tools. In addition, the school was to be used as much as possible by the public, and to that end, an 

auditorium that could seat the entire community should be built as part of the school. If there 

were not sufficient funds for an auditorium, a moving partition should be erected between two 

classrooms to create enough space for a large public meeting.12  

 

Establishment of the Abbeville County Training School 

 

Abbeville County was among those rural southern counties where the Rosenwald Fund 

ultimately helped uplift the quality of Black education. Beginning in 1924, the Fund supported 

the construction of four new schools in the county, one of which (Calhoun Falls) was rebuilt 

following a fire soon after its completion. In 1925, the Rosenwald Fund agreed to grant monies 

to the construction of a County Training School in Abbeville. County Training Schools were 

expected to supply the rural African American elementary schools with better trained teachers 

than were generally available, and they were also encouraged to offer “industrial” training. The 

Fund appropriated $1,500 for the Abbeville training school’s construction; the white community 

gave nothing (despite the usual requirement by the Fund); the African American community 

                         
10 Embree and Waxman, Investment in People. 
11 Ibid. 
12 Ibid. 
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contributed $300; and the county school board $15,300, a substantial amount. Together, the 

contributions made possible a brick, seven-teacher schoolhouse sited on between five and six 

acres. Most county training schools were located near smaller elementary schools that were 

eventually absorbed into the larger training school, and Abbeville’s was accordingly built on the 

same tract as the Poplar Grove School, which by 1930 was serving as an “Annex” to the training 

school.13  

 

Abbeville County Training School first opened to serve the local Black community during the 

1925-26 school term. Unlike its predecessor, the school offered both primary and secondary 

education to Black students and would continue to do so until 1954. The school also initially 

offered teacher training but had likely abolished that program by 1932 to concentrate on 

traditional education and some industrial training. At the time of its opening, the school was led 

by principal Joseph W. Lee, an Abbeville native and former student of the Poplar Grove School 

who had previously taught in several Upstate schools as well as at Harbison College.14   

 

Rosenwald schools such as the Abbeville County Training School also became active 

community centers, and area newspapers reported frequently on the school’s activities. In 1938, 

the school hosted some three hundred Upstate S.C. teachers for the annual meeting of the Third 

District of the Palmetto State Teachers Association, the state’s African American teacher 

association. On several occasions the training school was the site of public health activity, 

including first aid training sessions led by the American Red Cross including and an X-ray clinic 

hosted by the Abbeville County Health Department and Abbeville County Tuberculosis 

Association. Local Black residents could also find articles touting the accomplishments of 

training school students, like one who was awarded a $100 scholarship for an essay on African 

American business opportunity, and a young tenth grade artist who was asked to paint a 

panorama of scenery used for a celebration at the closing exercise of Abbeville’s white high 

school.15 

 

Postwar Growth and Change 

 

In the wake of World War II, multiple trends in American society converged that would have a 

substantial impact on the training school’s future. As school districts across the U.S. struggled to 

                         
13 Redcay, County Training Schools, 8, 45-46. Sanborn Fire Insurance Co. Map, “Abbeville,” April 1930, sheet 8. 

South Carolina Department of Archives and History, “Abbeville County” Rosenwald database card, 

https://scdah.sc.gov/sites/default/files/Documents/Historic%20Preservation%20(SHPO)/Resources/African%20Ame

rican%20Heritage/Rosenwald%20School%20Database/Rosenwald_Abbeville.pdf. The recorded acreage of the 

property varies depending on the source, but this amount accords with both the original deed (“more or less” six 

acres) and the current property lines. I.C.J. Lyon to W.P. Greene, et al., Trustees of Abbeville Public School District 

No. 22 of Abbeville County, May 27, 1925, p. 558, Abbeville County Deed Book 43, Abbeville County Register of 

Deeds, Abbeville, South Carolina. 
14 Redcay, County Training Schools, 39, 154. “Negro Educator Passes Away,” Greenwood Index Journal, July 12, 

1935. “Joseph W. Lee,” Abbeville County, State of South Carolina death certificates, July 9, 1935.  
15 “300 Palmetto Teachers Meet,” Greenwood Index Journal, December 16, 1938. “To Give Aid Course,” 

Greenville News, March 13, 1943. “X-Ray Clinic Called Success in Abbeville,” Greenwood Index Journal, January 

31, 1947. “Abbeville Girl Wins Scholarship,” Greenville News, April 12, 1948. Mary Hemphill Greene, “Negro Boy 

Draws, Paints Scenery Used in Abbeville High Pageant,” Greenville News, June 11, 1943. 

https://scdah.sc.gov/sites/default/files/Documents/Historic%20Preservation%20(SHPO)/Resources/African%20American%20Heritage/Rosenwald%20School%20Database/Rosenwald_Abbeville.pdf
https://scdah.sc.gov/sites/default/files/Documents/Historic%20Preservation%20(SHPO)/Resources/African%20American%20Heritage/Rosenwald%20School%20Database/Rosenwald_Abbeville.pdf
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raise funds during the Great Depression, and the nation’s resources were increasingly devoted to 

the war effort, new school construction ground to a halt. New school enrollment continued to 

grow however, eventually culminating with the wartime “baby boom” that dramatically 

increased the number of children who would in a few years need to be housed at already-

cramped school facilities. This strain was felt in schools of all types but, in segregated school 

systems, was felt most acutely by those students who were Black, and whose needs were a lesser 

priority for local school officials. Abbeville was no exception, and by the end of the 1940s 

students at the training school routinely found themselves packed into a room with at least sixty 

of their peers. As funding and resources become available after war’s end in 1945, a massive, 

national wave of school construction subsequently unfolded. In 1949, Abbeville County 

approved a $110,000 Bond Issue to levy additional taxes for school building improvements and 

increases in teacher pay, $50,000 of which was slated for improvements to the Abbeville County 

Training School. Construction began in 1949 to add a new nine-classroom wing and cafeteria to 

the existing building, as well as modern plumbing and central heating and air. The addition was 

built by the Brissie Lumber Company of Anderson, S.C., with John Lambert serving as architect. 

Students were able to move into the new facilities in 1950, at which time the old annex—i.e. the 

Poplar Grove School—was removed from the site by John T. Evans, who had won the building 

at auction for $300.16  

 

Like other communities throughout South Carolina, Abbeville’s education landscape was also 

transformed after World War II by the ascendant civil rights movement and resulting opposition 

from local officials. Following a series of legal victories aimed at gradually eroding the legal 

basis for segregation, the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People Legal 

Defense Fund (NAACP-LDF) in 1950 filed a case from rural Clarendon County, South Carolina, 

that for the first time argued in federal court that segregation was inherently unequal, and 

therefore unconstitutional. Styled as Briggs v. Elliott, the case was one of five that made up the 

Supreme Court’s eventual ruling in Brown v. Board of Education that segregated schooling was 

unconstitutional. In response to the case’s filing, in 1951 the state of South Carolina embarked 

on a massive school construction campaign aimed at “equalizing” black and white school 

facilities in order to preserve segregation.17  

 

Abbeville was one of many communities that subsequently received state funding to upgrade 

their African American schools in the name of segregation. Undoubtedly most significant was 

the construction of Wright High School, an entirely new facility for African Americans in grades 

8-12 that opened in the fall of 1954 and was named for former training school teacher Josephine 

Spearman Wright. With Wright High School’s completion, the former Abbeville County 

Training School site became Branch Street Elementary School for grades 1-7. Despite being 

expanded just a few years earlier, the campus underwent further renovations in preparation for its 

conversion to an elementary school, with equalization funding being used to add a new six-

                         
16 “School District 22 in Abbeville Plans $110,000 Bond Issue,” Greenwood Index Journal, April 22, 1949. 

“Abbeville Training School Work Starts,” Greenville News, August 9, 1949. “School Addition Nearly Finished,” 

Greenville News, February 4, 1950. “John T. Evans Successful Bidder on Old School,” Greenwood Index Journal, 

February 15, 1950. Lindsay Baker, “A History of School Design and its Indoor Environmental Standards, 1900 to 

Today,” National Clearinghouse for Educational Facilities (Jan. 2012), p. 10-11. 
17 Edgar, South Carolina, 521-23. 
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classroom building southeast of the main school building and convert the school’s auditorium 

into a cafeteria. In its last year as the Abbeville County Training School, the campus served 170 

high school students and 511 elementary students.18 

 

No longer a countywide school, as Branch Street Elementary the property was now used 

specifically by African American families who lived in the area of the town of Abbeville. The 

school would remain segregated until 1970, when it closed after pressure from federal officials 

and local NAACP leaders finally led the Abbeville County School District to integrate. District 

officials sold the property in the mid-1970s, and it changed hands several times before becoming 

a manufacturing site for the making of brooms in the 1980s. By 1984, the classroom walls had 

been removed in the 1949 wing and some in the Rosenwald School portion. Two warehouses 

were also built on the property in the 1980s. In the early 2000s, the building had a small fire in 

the attic area at the west end of the original building; very minor damage occurred. Presently the 

Abbeville County Training School is being used for storage.19  

 

Criterion C: Architecture 

 

The Abbeville County Training School is also significant as an example of Floor Plan No. 7, one 

of two seven-teacher school designs created for the Rosenwald program. Although not all 

schools built with Rosenwald funds utilized these plans, the creation of program-specific floor 

plans was an important element of the Rosenwald school initiative and had a broad influence on 

American school design throughout the early 20th century. Earlier Rosenwald school plans were 

provided by the Tuskegee Institute, but the Abbeville Training School represents a later iteration 

of plans which were produced by Samuel L. Smith and Fletcher B. Dresslar at the Rosenwald 

Fund headquarters in Nashville, Tennessee between 1920 and 1932. It was important to Smith 

that the school plans utilize the most modern principals of school design. Natural light was 

emphasized in the plans, which typically called for groupings of multiple large windows and 

specified each building’s orientation to maximize sunlight. The aesthetics of the schools were not 

necessarily specific to any architectural style, but often recalled elements of Craftsman and 

Colonial Revival architecture, both popular at the time.20  

 

The plan utilized for the Abbeville County Training School is intended for a school building 

facing east or west, while a different seven-teacher school design was recommended for 

                         
18 “Abbeville Gets $580,659 School Construction Fund,” Greenwood Index Journal, May 20, 1953. “Negro School 

at Abbeville Named,” Greenville News, April 30, 1954. “New Abbeville Negro High School,” Greenville News, 

March 3, 1954. “Abbeville City School to Open Aug. 30, Sept. 10,” Greenville News, August 12, 1954. Jim Allen, 

“New School Built in Abbeville County, Others are Repaired,” Greenwood Index Journal, August 28, 1954. South 

Carolina School Directory, 1953-54. 
19 Danny McNeill, “1969—A Year of Problems for Abbeville Schools, Abbeville City Council,” Greenwood Index 

Journal, December 31, 1969. “Abbeville Boycott Planned,” Columbia Record, February 8, 1969. “Abbeville Man 

Files School Suit in U.S. District Court,” Greenwood Index Journal, September 25, 1972. “Car Dealer Purchases 

School Land,” Greenville News, October 5, 1973. Abbeville County Tax Office, Tax Card for 410 Branch Street. 

Allen Patterson, interview with Nancy VanDolsen, Abbeville, S.C., November 5, 2021. Abbeville County Deed 

Book 145, p. 632. 
20 Lindsay C.M. Weathers, “The Rosenwald School Building Program in South Carolina, 1917-1932.” National 

Register of Historic Places Multiple Property Documentation Form, 2008,” 68-69. 
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building’s facing north or south. The design calls for a symmetrical building with a T-shaped 

plan, featuring a central entrance and a north-south corridor with classrooms on either side and 

an auditorium projecting from the rear.21 The Abbeville County Training School was one of 

three seven-teacher Rosenwald schools constructed in the state. The other seven-teacher schools 

in South Carolina were the Booker Washington Heights Rosenwald School in Columbia – which 

also utilized Floor Plan No 7 but was of frame construction on a brick foundation – and the two-

story brick County High School in Florence.22 Unfortunately, neither of these schools survive, 

leaving the Abbeville County Training School as the only extant seven-teacher plan Rosenwald 

school in South Carolina.  

 

As originally built, the Abbeville County Training School followed Smith and Dresslar’s seven-

teacher plan very closely. The school is somewhat unusual in South Carolina, both for its large 

size and for the execution of the design in brick masonry. It was more common for Rosenwald 

schools in the state to be smaller, wood frame buildings.23 Photographs of the school likely taken 

shortly after its construction show a one-story brick masonry building with large groupings of 

tall, multi-light windows on the front façade, flanking a projecting central entrance porch. The 

building features a metal side-gabled roof with exposed rafter tails along its main axis, and a 

front-gable roof over the entry porch supported by two square-brick columns.24 The existing 

building retains a remarkable resemblance to this early photograph, demonstrating the building’s 

overall high degree of historic integrity. The only missing features are two shed-roof dormers, 

one of the three chimneys (the remaining two were shortened), and a few windows which were 

bricked in. Fortunately, the window openings remain visually evident and the front façade still 

exhibits the original rhythm of the fenestration. Based upon a school insurance photograph taken 

after a substantial fire in the building in 1932, it seems that the dormers were a victim of the 

conflagration. Otherwise, the repair efforts after the fires in 1932 and 1941 left much of the 

original design intact.25 The entrance porch is especially notable for its heavy timber lintel and 

the painted wood shingles lining the gable-end, bringing additional Craftsman detailing to the 

building. Though the front-façade is no longer symmetrical due to the 1949 addition constructed 

off of the east end of the building, the addition largely followed the original architectural 

vocabulary of the school and therefore the building still reads as a Rosenwald school. The 

interior of the building also retains the character of a Rosenwald school, even though the interior 

bore the brunt of the fire damage in 1932 and 1941. Blackboards, cloakrooms, paneled doors, 

transoms, trim, oak floors, and beaded board ceilings remain throughout much of the building. 

The original floor plan is also evident and remains largely intact, and the auditorium and stage at 

the rear of the building are also extant. Despite the two severe fires, the interior character of the 

Rosenwald school was not dramatically changed by repair efforts and it is clear that any needed 

                         
21 History South, “Rosenwald School Plans,” https://www.historysouth.org/schoolplans/.  
22 Fisk University Rosenwald Fund Card Database. 
23 Weathers, “Rosenwald School Building Program in South Carolina,” 69. 
24 Fisk University Rosenwald Fund Card Database. 
25 Abbeville County Colored Training School Insurance File Photograph, School District No. 22, Abbeville County. 

Date: 1935-1950. South Carolina Department of Archives and History, Online Records Index, 

http://www.archivesindex.sc.gov/. The school insurance photographs held by the South Carolina Department of 

Archives and History were taken between 1935 and 1950. 

https://www.historysouth.org/schoolplans/
http://www.archivesindex.sc.gov/
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replacements were made either in-kind or using materials, features, and finishes very similar to 

the original fabric.      

 

While the Abbeville County Training School changed over the years to meet the evolving needs 

of the student body, the school retains the essential elements that define it as a Rosenwald 

school. The main school building is still immediately identifiable as a Rosenwald design to 

anyone familiar with the program’s architectural drawings, and is notable for its unusual brick 

exterior. It was one of only three seven-teacher Rosenwald schools built in the state, and the only 

brick example of Floor Plan No 7 in South Carolina. It is also South Carolina’s only surviving 

seven-teacher Rosenwald school. Though the building suffered fires in 1932 and 1941, and was 

added on to in 1949, the changes made to it over time have not substantially diminished its 

original architectural character. The Abbeville Training School remains an excellent local 

example of a Rosenwald school.  

 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Developmental history/additional historic context information (if appropriate) 
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____ University 

____ Other 

         Name of repository: _____________________________________ 

 

Historic Resources Survey Number (if assigned): __0220__________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

10. Geographical Data 

 

 Acreage of Property ___2.67 acres______ 

 
 

Use either the UTM system or latitude/longitude coordinates 

 

Latitude/Longitude Coordinates (decimal degrees) 

Datum if other than WGS84:__________ 

(enter coordinates to 6 decimal places) 

1. Latitude: 34.181870  Longitude: -82.370098 

 

2. Latitude: 34.182402  Longitude: -82.369348 

 

3. Latitude: 34.181605  Longitude: -82.368484 

 

4. Latitude: 34.181063  Longitude: -82.369252 

 

Verbal Boundary Description (Describe the boundaries of the property.) 

 

The nominated 2.67 acre tract comprises a portion of a 5.4 acre Abbeville County tax parcel – 

410 Branch Street, PIN # 109-10-04-004, that includes Lots 2, 3, 4, & 5 of the 1906 Lyon-Jones 

subdivision plat that were historically associated with the school, and the undedicated right-of-

way for the former Lyon Street and Jones Street that boarder the tract on the east & south.  

 

Boundary Justification (Explain why the boundaries were selected.) 

 

The nominated tract encompasses the acreage historically associated with the school complex 

and all contributing buildings. The boundary includes Lots 2, 3, 4, & 5 of the 1906 Lyon-Jones 

subdivision plat that were historically associated with the school, and the undedicated right-of-

way for the former Lyon Street and Jones Street that border the nominated area on the east & 

south. Lots 12 and 13 were also acquired in 1925. While lots 2-5 and Lyon and Jones Street 

right-of-ways were historically associated with the school setting, on the opposite side (south) of 

Jones Street, lots 13 and 12 didn’t appear to have a historic relationship to the school, and a large 

portion of lot 12 was sold off to a private party prior to 1975. The acquisition of lot 14 into the 

present ownership has not been established through deeds at this time and lot No.1, acquired in 

1998, was historically a private dwelling unassociated with the school. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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11. Form Prepared By 

 

name/title: Nancy VanDolsen___________________________ 

organization: __________________________________________ 

street & number: 1601 Highland Drive_______________________________ 

city or town: Wilson _____________ state: NC___________ zip code: 27893__ 

e-mail:_nvandolsen@gmail.com_____________________ 

telephone:_252-315-0241____________ 

date:_January 17, 2022______________ 

 

name/title: James Maynard___________________________ 

organization: RedClay Design__________________________________________ 

street & number: 4400 Park Road Suite 320_______________________________ 

city or town: Charlotte _____________ state: NC___________ zip code: 28209__ 

e-mail:_james@redclaydesign.com_____________________ 

telephone:_980-585-4998____________ 

date:_January 17, 2022______________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Additional Documentation 

 

Submit the following items with the completed form: 

 

 Maps:   A USGS map or equivalent (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's 

location. 

    

  Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous 

resources.  Key all photographs to this map. 

 

 Additional items: (Check with the SHPO, TPO, or FPO for any additional items.) 

  

 

Photographs 

Submit clear and descriptive photographs.  The size of each image must be 1600x1200 pixels 

(minimum), 3000x2000 preferred, at 300 ppi (pixels per inch) or larger.  Key all photographs 

to the sketch map. Each photograph must be numbered and that number must correspond to 

the photograph number on the photo log.  For simplicity, the name of the photographer, 

photo date, etc. may be listed once on the photograph log and doesn’t need to be labeled on 

every photograph. 

 

Photo Log 

 

Name of Property:  Abbeville County Training School 
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City or Vicinity: Abbeville 

 

County: Abbeville    State:  South Carolina 

 

Photographer:  Nancy VanDolsen 

 

Date Photographed:  November 5, 2021 

 

Description of Photograph(s) and number, include description of view indicating direction of 

camera: 

 

1 of 16: View of west and north elevations. Façade and west gable-end elevation of 

1925/1932 school; also, indication location of warehouse number 2. 

 

2 of 16: View of north elevation of 1925/1932 school.  Primary entrance of original 

building. 

 

3 of 16: View of portion of east elevation and north elevations.  Façade and east elevation 

of 1925/1932 school and 1949 wing; also indicates location of warehouse number 2. 

 

4 of 16: View of portion of north and east elevation of 1949 wing; also indicates location 

of warehouse number 1. 

 

5 of 16: View of south elevation of 1949 wing; also indicates location of warehouse 

number 1 and the location of the ca. 1954 Classroom Building. 

 

6 of 16: View of a portion of the south elevation of 1925/1932 school building and the 

west elevation of the 1949 wing. 

 

7 of 16: View of a portion of the south elevation of 1925/1932 school building and the 

west elevation of the ca. 1954 Classroom Building. 

 

8 of 16: View of the west elevations of 1925/1932 school building and the west elevation 

of the 1949 cafeteria addition. 

 

9 of 16:   View of the east and north of ca. 1954 Classroom Building. 

 

10 of 16: Interior of 1925/1932 school building.  Transverse corridor looking east. 

 

11 of 16: Interior of 1925/1932 school building.  Transverse corridor looking north showing 

original door, door opening, transoms above door and also to light classroom from the 

corridor. 

 

12 of 16: Interior of 1925/1932 school building.  Classroom, showing original intact 

finishes. 



United States Department of the Interior  
National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form  
NPS Form 10-900     OMB No. 1024-0018      

 

Abbeville County Training School  Abbeville County, SC 
Name of Property                   County and State 

Sections 9-end  page 26 
 

 

13 of 16: Interior of 1925/1932 school building.  Auditorium. Looking to stage; note 

original door to the right, door to the 1949 cafeteria addition on the wall to the right, and 

original stage. 

 

14 of 16: Interior of 1925/1932 school building.  Auditorium; doors to backstage and to 

cafeteria. 

 

15 of 16: Interior of 1949 wing; showing location of original corridor flanking classrooms. 

 

16 of 16: Interior of 1949 wing; showing grouping of original widows; scar showing 

classroom partition wall on the left. 

 

 Index of Figures 

 

Figure 1: 1906 Lyon-Jones subdivision plat, Abbeville County.  

 

Figure 2: “Floor Plan No 7, Seven Teacher Community School” Community School Plans, 

History South.  

 

Figure 3: 1930 Sanborn Fire Insurance Map, The Sanborn Library LLC.  

 

Figure 4: 1944 Sanborn Fire Insurance Map, The Sanborn Library LLC.  

 

Figure 5: 1958 Sanborn Fire Insurance Map, The Sanborn Library LLC.  

 

Figure 6: “County High School” front elevation, c. 1925, Fisk University Rosenwald Fund 

Card File Database.  

 

Figure 7: “County High School” rear elevation, c. 1925, Fisk University Rosenwald Fund 

Card File Database. 

 

Figure 8: Abbeville County Colored Training School Photograph, School District No. 22, 

Abbeville County,” 1935-1950, Insurance File Photographs, South Carolina 

Department of Archives and History, Online Records Index. 

 

 
 
Paperwork Reduction Act Statement:  This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic 
Places to nominate properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings.  Response 
to this request is required to obtain a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C.460 
et seq.). 
Estimated Burden Statement:  Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 100 hours per response including time 
for reviewing instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form.  Direct comments regarding this 
burden estimate or any aspect of this form to the Office of Planning and Performance Management. U.S. Dept. of the Interior, 1849 
C. Street, NW, Washington, DC. 
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