
 

  
State Board of Review Meeting 

National Register of Historic Places 
South Carolina Department of Archives and History 

State Historic Preservation Office 
 

 Minutes of the July 22, 2022 Meeting 
 
The State Board of Review meeting was held in the Wachovia room of the South Carolina 
Archives and History Center, 8301 Parklane Road, in Columbia, South Carolina. 
 
Members Present 
 
Mr. William L. Kinney, Jr. (Chair), Dr. J. Edward Lee (Vice-Chair), Dr. A. V. Huff, Jr., Dr. 
Jon Marcoux, Ms. Amy Moore, Dr. Karen Y. Smith, Ms. Patricia Lowe Smith, Ms. Karen 
Strickland, and Dr. Rhondda Robinson Thomas. 
 
Members Absent 
 
Mr. Derek Gruner. 
 
Call to Order 
 
Mr. Kinney called the meeting to order at 10:35 A.M. and welcomed everyone in attendance.  
 
Introduction of Board Members 
 
Each of the board members were invited to introduce themselves. Each member stated their 
name and professional affiliation. Mr. Kinney also introduced two new board members 
attending their first meeting: Karen Stickland of the South Carolina African American 
Heritage Commission, and Dr. Rhondda Robinson Thomas of Clemson University. Mr. 
Kinney thanked them for their willingness to serve on the board. 
 
Recognition of Retired Board Members 
 
Mr. Kinney also recognized three retiring board members who were not in attendance: Dr. 
Kathryn Silva Hyde, Ms. Dawn Dawson-House, and Ms. Cynthia Cole Jenkins. Mr. Kinney 
express his gratitude for their service on the board. 
 
Approval of Minutes 
 
The members received the minutes of the March 25, 2022, meeting by mail (or e-mail) in the 
packets prior to the meeting. Dr. Huff made a motion to approve the minutes as written, 
seconded by Dr. Lee. The motion was approved unanimously.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                
 
Remarks 
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Mr. Kinney invited Dr. W. Eric Emerson, director of the Department of Archives and 
History and State Historic Preservation Officer, to offer remarks. Dr. Emerson welcomed 
attendees to the South Carolina Archives and History Center and thanked them for being 
present at the meeting. He explained some of the functions of the State Historic 
Preservation Office and highlighted the importance of the State Review Board’s work. Mr. 
Kinney then invited Ms. Elizabeth M. Johnson, Deputy State Historic Preservation officer, 
to offer remarks. Ms. Johnson welcomed attendees and acknowledged the National Register 
Staff, including Mr. Brad Sauls, Supervisor of Survey, Registration, Grants, and Local 
Government Programs, and National Register co-coordinators Ms. Virginia Harness and Dr. 
Edwin Breeden. Ms. Johnson also noted that several other SHPO staff members were in 
attendance, including Mr. Christopher Tenny, Historic Architecture Consultant; Ms. Kenya 
Lane, African American History Consultant; and Ms. Alethea Harrison, Historic 
Preservation Specialist. Mr. John Sylvest, Project Review Coordinator, later joined the 
meeting. Ms. Johnson also invited visitors to attend an upcoming workshop on historic 
cemeteries being conducted by the South Carolina Archives and History Foundation. 
 
Explanation of Procedure 
 
Mr. Kinney outlined the procedure that would follow for considering each of the 
nominations, explaining that presenters would have five minutes for each nomination, to be 
followed by statements and comments from visitors; questions from board members; 
uninterrupted board discussion; and a board decision. 
 
Consideration of Nominations 
 
Beginning at 10:42, the following nominations were considered: 
 

1. Read Building (Charleston, Charleston County) was presented by Ms. Harness 
of the SHPO on behalf of the preparer, Ms. Brittany Lavelle Tulla of BVL Historic 
Preservation Research, who was unable to attend. Dr. Smith asked about the planned 
restorations for the property, and Ms. Harness noted it was her understanding that 
the owner wished to apply for tax credits and that any work would subsequently 
have to meet the standards of the Secretary of the Interior. Dr. Thomas asked what 
the planned use for the building is, and Ms. Harness said she was unsure. Ms. Moore 
commented on the building’s unusual integrity, and Ms. Harness noted that was a 
significant reason why SHPO felt that the property was individually eligible, even 
despite the number of historic properties in Charleston. Ms. Strickland noted how 
the property had once been condemned and asked if any more was known about 
how that was changed. Ms. Harness said she didn’t know but that the owner 
presumably had stabilized the property enough to make it habitable again. Ms. Smith 
made a motion, seconded by Ms. Moore, for approval of the nomination at the local 
level of significance. The Board approved the motion unanimously. 
 

2. Cheraw Historic District (Additional Documentation) (Cheraw, Chesterfield 
County) was presented by its co-preparer Ms. Althea R. Wunderler-Selby of 
PaleoWest. During the public comment segment, Ms. Sarah Spruill, one of the 
preparers of the original Cheraw Historic District nomination, said that their goal at 
that time was to document the town’s early core. She said that the nomination has 
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long needed to be updated, and she expressed excitement at both this nomination 
and the nomination for the Coulter Memorial Academy Historic District. Mr. Rob 
Wolfe, Assistant Town Administrator for the Town of Cheraw, thanked Ms. 
Wunderler-Selby and PaleoWest for their work on the nomination and also thanked 
SCDAH for a matching grant that helped fund the nomination. Dr. Smith asked if 
consideration had also been given to increasing the district boundary. Ms. 
Wunderler-Selby said it had been but that the nomination was based primarily on a 
2018 historic survey that did not recommend an increase. Dr. Marcoux made a 
motion, seconded by Ms. Smith, for approval of the nomination at the state and local 
level of significance. The Board approved the motion unanimously.  

 
3. Coulter Memorial Academy Historic District (Cheraw, Chesterfield County) 

was presented by co-preparer Ms. Althea R. Wunderler-Selby of PaleoWest. During 
the public comment segment, Karen Wilkerson, a descendant of Coulter Memorial 
Academy alumni, said that the Coulter Long National Alumni Association has been 
working to preserve public awareness of the school’s history and expressed thanks to 
the Town of Cheraw for their work on behalf of the nomination. Mr. Wolfe of the 
Town of Cheraw thanked the alumni association for their support and also thanked 
SCDAH for a matching grant that helped fund the nomination. He also highlighted 
how a 2018 historic survey noted that Coulter was an unusually complete example of 
an African American education complex. Ms. Moore made a motion, seconded by 
Dr. Thomas, for approval of the nomination at the local level of significance. The 
Board approved the motion unanimously.   

 
4. Ellison Flour Mill (Fountain Inn, Greenville County) was presented by the 

preparer, Ms. Jane Campbell of Rogers, Lewis, Jackson, Mann & Quinn. During the 
public comment segment, the property’s owner, Bryan Beal, thanked the board for 
their consideration and said he planned to maintain all of the property’s historic 
features during the property’s rehabilitation. Dr. Lee made a motion to approve the 
nomination at the local level of significance, seconded by Dr. Smith. The Board 
approved the motion unanimously.   
 

5. Lawrence L. Richardson House (Simpsonville, Greenville County) was 
presented by the co-preparer, Ms. Janine Duncan of Preservation South LLC. Ms. 
Moore commented on Richardson’s notable energy over his career and life. Ms. 
Duncan expressed a similar opinion and highlighted how long he maintained his 
medical practice while also serving in his various civic roles. Ms. Moore made a 
motion to approve the nomination at the local level of significance, seconded by Ms. 
Strickland. The Board approved the motion unanimously.   

 
6. South Carolina State Library (Columbia, Richland County) was presented by 

the preparer, Ms. Staci Richey of Access Preservation. During the public comment 
segment, Leesa Aiken, director of the South Carolina State Library, thanked the 
board for considering the nomination and said the building’s construction was an 
important catalyst for ensuring that every county in the state had its own public 
library. Ms. Moore noted how the bricks in the plaza flowed into the lobby of the 
building and asked how common that feature was. Ms. Richey said she thought there 
was a concerted effort by the designers to tie together the interior and exterior of the 
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building. She said this was a common feature of mid-century buildings though it was 
especially with the library. Mr. Kinney asked about the lion statues in front of the 
library, and Ms. Richey noted they were named for two former state politicians. Ms. 
Smith made a motion to approve the nomination at the local level of significance, 
seconded by Ms. Moore. The Board approved the motion unanimously. 
 

7. Dr. W.W. and Mary Fennell House (Rock Hill, York County) was presented by 
the preparer, Ms. Lauren Fowler-Ellis of Fowler-Ellis Preservation. In response to a 
question from Ms. Strickland, Ms. Fowler-Ellis clarified that a non-extant staircase 
was located on the exterior rather than interior of the home. Ms. Strickland 
requested a higher-resolution copy of the Sanborn map sheet indicating the 
stairwell’s location, which Ms. Harness said SHPO could provide before submitting 
the nomination to the National Park Service. Dr. Lee made a motion to approve the 
nomination at the local level of significance, pending confirmation of the location of 
the stairwell, seconded by Dr. Smith. The Board approved the motion unanimously. 
 

Other Business 
 
Mr. Kinney then announced the following upcoming Review Board meeting dates: 
 
The fall 2022 meeting is scheduled for Friday, November 18, 2022. 
The spring 2023 meeting is scheduled for Friday, March 24, 2023. 
The summer 2022 meeting is scheduled for Friday, July 21, 2023. 
 
Adjournment 
 
There being no further business, Mr. Kinney asked for a motion to adjourn. Dr. Smith made 
a motion to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Ms. Moore. The meeting adjourned at 11:42 
A.M. 
 
 


