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Building Community Outside the Fence
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• Historic Tourism & Public Outreach
• Telling our story
• Publications
• Community & Stakeholder 

Engagement
• Education Outreach

SRS 50th Anniversary granite marker (SC-125)



Heritage Tourism and Public Outreach
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• Quarterly Heritage Tourism meetings 
• 8 SRS Historic Public Tours with SR Archeology 

Program (SRAP)
• Piloting 2 public walking tours of former town of 

Ellenton in 2024 with SRAP
• Provide historical talks for stakeholders, chambers of 

commerce, civic groups, etc.

Aiken County Council Chairman 
Gary Bunker Public Bus Tours

Heritage Tourism Meeting at Banksia 



Views of The Past – Telling Our Story

• Cold War Historian Josh Blackmon presented 
Preserving Power: The Savannah River Site’s 
Plutonium-238 and the Space Race at Cape 
Canaveral.

• Mary Beth Reed provided a program update to the 
SRS Citizens Advisory Board. 

• SRS Cold War Curator Melissa Hanson presented 
to the Beech Island Agricultural Club.

• SRS Cold War Historic Preservation Program 
Manager Susie Ferrara introduced the Program to 
the following:

• Aiken Kiwanis Club
• Aiken Senior Men’s Club
• Aiken Town and Country Club
• Cedar Creek Women’s Club
• Aiken Chamber Ambassadors
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USC Aiken Lifelong Learning Academy
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Going Old School: Publications

New South Associates’ Savannah 
River Site at Fifty wins the 
American Cultural Resource 
Association’s Quality Award

• Images of America Savannah 
River Plant: The forward of the 
book was written by Walt Joseph, 
the SRS Heritage Foundation and 
SRS Museum Founder. Proceeds 
of book sales benefit the SRS 
Museum. 

• Nine Thematic Studies, includes 
oral histories, online: 
http://shpo.sc.gov/research/Pages/
conreps.aspx 

• Program annual summary reports
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Savannah River Site Museum: Our Legacy

• SRS Heritage Foundation chartered in 2005
• Nonprofit 501(c)(3)
• SRS Heritage Foundation Board 
• SRS Museum operates in collaboration with Aiken 

County Historical Museum and guidance of the SRS 
Heritage Foundation.

• Occupies the former Dibble Memorial Library 
building. Aiken’s first dedicated library building, 
named for prominent Aiken banker Henry M. Dibble. 

SRS Museum Founder Walt Joseph

Image courtesy of the South Carolina State Library.
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Gallery Opening With Community and Stakeholders

The SRS Heritage Foundation and Museum ribbon-cutting 
ceremony and opening of the new National Nuclear Security 
Administration (NNSA) sponsored gallery in October 2022. Over 
3,200 visitors in 2023.



Educating the Community: Fun For Kids
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Scouts Nuclear Merit Badge Program

• Our mascot: Roddy U. Ranium
• Student Tours (K-12)
• 854 students reached in 2023
• STEAM Summer Camps
• Career Panels
• Science-based Lesson Plans
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Inaugural Family-Friendly Event 



Celebrate!
• Celebrate anniversaries (25, 50, 70 and 75th) with your 

community, employees, supporters, investors, and elected 
officials.

• Try something new and different (i.e., Fission Festival)
• Collaborate with other historical groups– lessons learned, bench 

marking
• Show the love to your volunteers. 
• Grand opening, re-opening, ribbon cutting – doesn’t have to 

break the bank; don’t go cheap, either.
• Network, network, network… don’t assume your hometown 

crowd knows where you are or what you are all about. Tell them, 
tell them again.

• The average person has no clue about “a day in the life” of an 
archeologist, curator, or historian. Share with them, it might 
surprise you.

• “This ain’t your grandmama’s museum” – boring is the kiss of 
death.

• Have fun, be creative!

10“What kills a skunk is the publicity it gives itself.” – Abraham Lincoln



Questions 
for the SRS  

Team?
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