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Today’s Agenda

• What is the SCHS

• What we collect

• How to research and access collections

• Collections for property research

• Collection highlights

• Digitization projects

Drawing of 32 S. Battery, Charleston, SC, from the Loutrel Briggs Landscape Designs 
collection, SCHS # 42-300



SCHS HISTORY

The South Carolina Historical 
Society, established in 1855, is the 
state’s oldest historical society, 
dedicated to preserving and 
promoting the history of South 
Carolina. 

With over 350 years of state history 
encapsulated in its vast collection of 
manuscripts, rare books, maps, and 
artifacts, the Society offers an 
unparalleled glimpse into the 
cultural, political, and social history 
of the region. 

Over the decades, the South Carolina 
Historical Society has expanded its 
mission beyond preservation, actively 
engaging the public through 
educational programs, exhibitions, 
and publications.
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ARCHIVES

The South Carolina Historical Society Archive, located in the Reading 
Room on the third floor of the College of Charleston’s Addlestone 
Library, houses a diverse collection of materials that document the 
state's history. The archive includes manuscripts, letters, journals, 
maps, drawings, photographs, and artifacts, each shedding light on 
the people, places, and events that have shaped the history of the 
state and nation. 

The SCHS publishes material from the collections and related to the 
collections in our South Carolina Historical Magazine and the 
Carologue.

MUSEUM

The South Carolina Historical Society Museum, located in the 
Historic Fireproof Building in downtown Charleston, showcases the 
state's history through engaging exhibits and artifacts.

The museum features a variety of displays, including items related to 
South Carolina’s colonial past, the American Revolution, the 
Charleston Renaissance, and beyond. Visitors can explore the stories 
of the people, places, and events that have shaped the state, offering a 
deeper understanding of South Carolina culture and its historical 
significance.
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Join SCHS’s Education Coordinator, 
Melina Testin, on Friday 

afternoons at 2pm for a special 45-
minute guided tour of the historic 

Fireproof Building! 

Tickets for this tour are $5/person 
and are available for purchase in-

person. Check in at the museum desk; 
the tour will begin promptly at 2pm 

from the front courtyard. 



What is in the archive?
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• c.   3,500 manuscript 
collections, or 2+ million 
documents

• c. 18,000 maps, plats, 
architectural drawings, etc.

• c. 90,000 published 
materials

• c. 50,000 items in visual 
materials

• c.   6,500 vertical files
• assorted artifacts



How do we 
preserve 

the items 
in our 

archive?

Processing
n. preparing archival materials 

for use

Cataloging

v. The process of providing 
access to materials by creating 

formal descriptions to represent 
the materials and then 

organizing those descriptions 

through headings that will 
connect user queries with 

relevant materials.

The process of providing such 

access, plus additional work to 
prepare the materials for use, 

such as labeling, marking, and 
maintenance of authority files.

(dictionary.archivists.org) 
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How do we 
preserve 

the items 
in our 

archive?
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How do we 
preserve 

the items 
in our 

archive?
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Facilities:

• Climate-controlled
• Secure

• Disaster Plan

• Clean
• Organized



Who visits 
the 

archives?
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• Historians 
• Genealogists

• Lawyers
• Architects & Designers

• Businesses

• Students
• Journalists, authors, film makers.



How do researchers 
search SCHS 
collections?

https://schistory.org/archives/start-research/
Finding aids for manuscript collections linked in online catalog record

https://schistory.org/archives/start-research/


How do researchers 
search SCHS 
collections?



Using the Archives

• Visiting us in person: 
o Monday-Friday, 9am-12pm and 1pm-

4pm
o No appointment needed
o Search through catalog, fill out call slips 

to request items to view

• Virtual Services: 
o Can request through our 

website – research and 
reproductions



Basics of Archival Care

• Pencils only
• Do not lean on materials
• Wash your hands first
• Please ask us if you are concerned about an 

item.
• No food or drink.
• Take one folder at a time to research area.
• Treat the item with respect. It may be one-of-a-

kind!



Helpful Sources for Property Research at the SCHS

• Architectural vertical files

• Plats

• Architectural drawings

• City directories
• Title abstracts



Plats
• Search for individually cataloged plats in catalog 

using street names or other geographic names 
(rivers, parish location, etc.)

• Joseph D. Taylor papers
• McCrady Plat collection
• Gaillard Plat collection
• Westvaco plat collection
• Henry A.M. Smith Collection

900 acres - “laid out unto James Bunch in St. Paul’s Parish, 
south side of Stono Swamp, 1841”



Architectural Drawings

• Simons and 
Lapham Architects 
Records

• Loutrell Briggs 
Landscape Designs

• Glenn Keyes 
Architects Records

• Dargan Landscape 
Architects Records

• A.E. Constantine 
papers

87 Church St., Simons & Lapham



Title Abstracts

• Mitchell & Smith property records
• Buist, Moore, Smythe, and McGee title 

abstract and plat books
• Simons, Siegling, & Cappelman

“Abstract of title to all that lot of land, containing 

one acre, on Edisto Island, being a portion of a 

plantation called Old House and lately belonging 

to Mary Ann Seabrook…conveys to William 

Washington Campbell and others, Trustees of 
the Colored Presbyterian Church, the property 

described at the beginning on this abstract, on 

the 6th day of February 1877…”Buist, Moore, Smythe, and McGee 
title abstract and plat books, ca. 
1854-1960



Visual Materials

247 Rutledge Ave, 1930, from the Thomas P. Stoney Papers

Mulberry Plantation, Berkeley County, from 

the Grimball-Gaud papers

Somerset Plantation, Berkeley County, from 

Photographs from the Cain Family Papers



Manuscript Collections

• Papers of families, individuals, 
organizations who owned the property 

(may contain renovation plans, 
inventories of furnishings, photographs, 

deeds and titles, etc.

• Records of law firms handling estates
• Simons & Simons records

• Michell & Smith records

July 1760 church register entry related to 
expansion of Congregational Church in 

Charleston, from the Circular Congregational 
Church records, SCHS # 1302.00

Image of Archdale 
Hall after 1886 
Earthquake, found 
in the Baker 
Family papers, 
SCHS # 1138.00



Horlbeck Brothers records 
(SCHS 179.00)

Included in these records are day books and other 
volumes which list chronologically the work done for 
private, commercial, municipal, religious and 
institutional clients, noting client's name and/or street 
address, type of remodeling, repair or construction 
done, and number of workers (enslaved and freed men 
and women) and types of materials used

The original members of this Charleston (S.C.) building and 
architectural business were John Horlbeck, Jr. (1771-1846) and Henry 
Horlbeck (1776-1837), but subsequent members of the firm often cited 
as "H. Horlbeck and Brothers" included Henry (1800-1872), Daniel, 
Edward (1809-1893), and John Horlbeck (1817-1892).



Manigault Family 
papers (SCHS 1068.00)

Undated image of the dining room in the 
Joseph Manigault House, from the Manigault 
Family papers, SCHS #1068.00.



William Henry 
Johnson scrapbooks, 
1920-1933
(SCHS 34/293-295)

3 volumes contain photos 
and descriptive notes on  
cemeteries, churches, 
plantations, historic 
buildings, ruins, landscapes, 
and the interiors of 
buildings. 



Digitization

• A few collections are  digitized

• Lowcountry Digital Library hosts 

our scans and metadata

• We include link in our catalog to 

digitized materials on LCDL

Plat from Mouzon Plat Book, 
SCHS #34/0177



Listening to Silences

Letter from plantation overseer, 
1833, Ball Family papers SCHS 

#1134.00
Recollection from  formerly enslaved person, 
recorded by Leonarda Aimar in 1926, Agatha 

Aimar Simmons papers, SCHS #1284.00



Digitizing the Revolution

Above: Council of Safety Journal, Henry 
Laurens papers, SCHS #037/28

Right: Safe Conduct Pass for Mrs. 
Horry, SCHS #43/0910

Right: Great Britain 
Army Order, 1782, 

SCHS #43/0914



THANK YOU!

Molly I. Silliman, MLIS
Senior Archivist, SC Historical Society
Molly.silliman@schsonline.org

Questions?  Email library@schsonline.org
Sydney Derrick, MLIS
Librarian, SC Historical Society
Sydney.derrick@schsonline.org 

mailto:Molly.silliman@schsonline.org
mailto:Sydney.derrick@schsonline.org
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