
SCDAH Historic Preservation Conference 2024
Apr 26, 2024

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Dawn will introduce and go around for introductions 



Agenda 
Introductions – WeGOJA Foundation

Rosenwald Schools Day – CVSC

Rosenwald Schools & 
Preserving our Stories – Oral Historian

Master Plan Update - Earth Design, Inc.

Contact, Events – WeGOJA

Q&A

SC Rosenwald Schools Trail Study 
Steering Committee
St. George Ralph James
Pine Grove Sunshine Eskew
Pine Grove Brenda McGriff
Lincolnville Dr. Pernessa Seele
Orangeburg Rosa Kennerly
Hope School Tenetha Hall
Mt. Zion Terry James
CVSC Zach Bjur
PRT Al Hester
PRT Rachel Snuggs
PRT Nate Johnson
SCDAH Brad Sauls
Historian Dr. Tom Crosby
WeGOJA Dr. Larry Watson
WeGOJA Marc Rapport
WeGOJA Dawn Dawson-House
*WeGOJA Timika M. Wilson
*Oral Historian Dr. Val Littlefield
*Arnett Muldrow Tripp Muldrow
*Earth Design Rick Huffman
*Earth Design Holley Owings







RSTS Bulletin & 
Rosenwald Schools Day 
Feb 28, 2024. 



Preserving the Legacy of 
Rosenwald Schools in South 
Carolina

Historic places help us 
make meaningful 
connections with the past. 
The Rosenwald Schools of 
South Carolina serve as 
tangible links to our 
history and are necessary 
to understand the present.





SccTV – Harvey Elwood, Jr.

USC Public History Program and 
History Department

Dr. Wright Kennedy, Elizabeth Laney

RSTS Oral Historian – Dr. Valinda Littlefield

Francis Marion
Louis Venters

Bibliography
Chelsea Johnson, USC History 
Department and Honors College Senior
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RSTS Oral Historian –
Dr. Valinda Littlefield

St. George
April 25 – Mrs. Edith Owens (USC Public 
History and SccTV)
Jeanes Teacher information requested by 
Mr. Ralph James
Potential date for first oral interviews and 
documentation scanning (5/18)

Mt. Zion
Potential date for first oral interviews and 
documentation scanning (6/1) per 
conversation with Mr. Terry James

Lincolnville
Dr. Pernessa Seele conversations

St. George 
Rosenwald School

Mt. Zion
Rosenwald School

Lincolnville 
Rosenwald School
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Mt. Zion Rosenwald 
School 
(Florence)
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Dawn Dawson-House
WeGOJA Foundation
Executive Director

Timika M. Wilson
WeGOJA Foundation
RSTS Project Leader

Dr. Valinda Littlefield
Associate Professor of 
History, USC
RSTS Oral Historian

Zach Bjur
Conservation Voters of SC
Land, Water, & Ocean 
Project Manager





Rosenwald School Sites

Current Study - 6
Made contact - 2 



Project 
Deliverable 
Examples

Community Outreach

Re
po

rt
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an
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ng

Site Visits 

Conceptual Master Plan

Great Branch 
Rosenwald School & 
Teacherage 
(Orangeburg)

Hope School 
(Pomaria)

Dr. Valinda Littlefield,
Oral Historian

Lincolnville
Rosenwald School 
(Lincolnville)



Task 1: Project Kickoff & Quarterly Project Meetings 
– Meet with Steering community

Task 2: Site Reconnaissance & Initial Community Outreach
– See the sites and surrounding communities. Meet with local stakeholders.

Task 3: Public Outreach & Engagement
–Survey, Focus Group Meetings, Interviews, StoryMap, work alongside Oral Historian

Task 4: Conceptual Plans
– Conceptual Master Plan for the school including community connections

Task 5: Trail Network Plan & Branding
- Trail Master Plan, branding for the trail, develop an expandable network

Task 6: Project Wrap Up & Report
- Finalize Trail and Master Plans, document project in a Report, 
budgets for implementation and future design phases



RSTS Site Visits Feb 16 - 20
● The Team did Initial Site Visits in February of all 6 School Sites.

St. George

Lincolnville



RSTS Site Visits Feb 16 - 20

Great Branch

Mt. Zion



RSTS Site Visits Feb 16 - 20
Pine Grove

Hope School



RSTS Community Meetings 
● St. George Rotary Meeting March 20th - breakfast
● Lincolnville March 20th 11 am – 1 pm
● St. George March 20th 4 – 6 pm
● Great Branch March 21st 4 – 6 pm
● Pine Grove, Thursday April 25th, 12 – 3 pm



RSTS Upcoming Community Meetings 
● Hope School, May 1st 5 – 6:30 pm
● Mt. Zion, May TBD

Mt. Zion Rosenwald School

Hope Rosenwald School (Pomaria) Mt. Zion Rosenwald School



Events
Event 2023
Master Planner contracted – Earth Design, Inc. Dec 19, 2023
Master Calendar Input/Schedule – WeGOJA and Earth Design, Inc. Dec 

2024
Oral Historian Selection Panel Jan 12
RSTS Kickoff Meeting (All meetings are on Zoom or Virtual) Jan 17
RSTS Steering Committee Quarterly Meetings Apr 17, Jul 17, Oct 16
RSTS Site Visits (Lincolnville & St. George – Feb 23) Feb 23 - 28
RSTS Site Visits (Great Branch RS & Teacherage & Mt. Zion – Feb 26)
RSTS Site Visits (Pine Grove – Feb 27)
RSTS Site Visits (Hope – Feb 28)
RSTS Bulletin – presented to Legislators on Rosenwald Schools Day Feb 28
RSTS Open House Community Engagement (Lincolnville & St. George – Mar 20) Mar & Apr
RSTS Open House Community Engagement (Great Branch – Mar 21)
RSTS Open House Community Engagement (Pine Grove – Apr 25)
RSTS Presentation Session at SCDAH HPC 2024 Apr 26, 2024
RSTS Open House Community Engagement (Hope – May 1) May
RSTS Open House Community Engagement (Mt. Zion – May TBD)
RSTS Public Meeting at St. George Rosenwald School Jun 18
RSTS Story Map Launch – digital map of sites with background information on each location depicting a 
virtual “trail”

Jun 19

2025
RSTS Steering Committee Quarterly Meetings Jan 14, Apr 16, Jun 18
Final Report - Final deliverables - report with Steering Committee & Oral Historian Jun 18

https://www.cvsc.org/new-legislation-established-february-28-2023-as-rosenwald-school-day-in-sc/
https://scdah.sc.gov/historic-preservation/resources/statewide-historic-preservation-conference
https://stgeorgerosenwald.org/


RSTS Project Updates

To view RSTS Team 
Project updates, go to 
https://scrosenwaldtrail.org
/blog/. Once on the site, 
click on the image or 
READ MORE to expand 
for more photos and the 
entire update. 

Q and A 

https://scrosenwaldtrail.org/blog/
https://scrosenwaldtrail.org/blog/


https://scrosenwaldtrail.org/

https://scrosenwaldtrail.org/
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