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FILM TAX CREDITS IN SOUTH CAROLINA

Motion Picture Project Credit: income tax credit equal to 20% of 
a taxpayer’s investment in a SC motion picture project

Motion Picture Production Facility Credit

 Commercial Production Credit

Wage/Payroll Rebates

 Expenditure/Supplier Rebates
© South Carolina Lowcountry and Resort Islands

© SC film credit information per the SC Dept. of Revenue 
Industry Specific Guidelines



© South Carolina Film Locations

FILM LOCATION DATABASE



© South Carolina Film Locations

LIST YOUR PROPERTY



QUICK & DIRTY DEFINITIONS (FILM LINGO)

Production

 (Film) Shoot

Locations

Props

Set Dec

Teamsters
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PERSPECTIVES OF LOCATIONS 
SCOUTS AND MANAGERS

 What is the process of seeking out specific venues or locations for a 
shoot?

 What are some of the general criteria you look out for when scouting 
locations?

 How do scouts maintain or access lists of properties?

 What kind of experiences have you had with historic properties?

 What advice would you give to owners/managers of historic properties 
when it comes to working with the film industry?

Film Crew signage at Westview Cemetery
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”

“ -the tourist experience is a combination of a constructed 
image, the perception of this image, and subsequent on-site 

consumption and experience.

Stefan Roesch

The Experiences of Film Location Tourists



CASE STUDY: SENOIA, GEORGIA

© Google Earth, 2023



CASE STUDY: SENOIA, GEORGIA

© Google Earth, 2023



CASE STUDY: SENOIA, GEORGIA

Screen-capture © The Walking Dead, Season 3, 2012-2013

Main Street in Senoia

Main Street in Senoia as depicted in The Walking Dead



CASE STUDY: SENOIA, GEORGIA



CASE STUDY: SENOIA, GEORGIA

Senoia Coffee Shop

Walking Dead Museum

Walking Dead Café Walking Dead Shop



CASE STUDY: HERMANN-GRIMA AND GALLIER HOUSES
NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA

Hermann-Grima House Gallier House



CASE STUDY: HERMANN-GRIMA AND GALLIER HOUSES
NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA

© American Horror Story: Coven, 2013

Hermann-Grima House interior



CASE STUDY: HERMANN-GRIMA AND GALLIER HOUSES
NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA

Gallier House front gate Hermann-Grima House interior



PERSPECTIVES OF OWNERS/MANAGERS 
OF HISTORIC SITES

Logistical Challenges

Handling Unanticipated Issues

Developing and Maintaining Guidelines

On-Site Representation

Benefits vs. Complications

Fox Theatre indoor courtyard mural



FOX THEATRE & WESTVIEW CEMETERY
GUIDELINE MANAGEMENT WITH THE FILM INDUSTRY

Westview Cemetery, c. 1884

NRHP listed in 2020

Fox Theatre, c. 1929

NRHP listed in 1976

Photo © Fox Theatre



FOX THEATRE
ATLANTA, GEORGIA



FOX THEATRE
ATLANTA, GEORGIA

Guidelines provided by Josslyn Stiner, Restoration Manager at the Fox Theatre



WESTVIEW CEMETERY
ATLANTA, GEORGIA

Photo © Wikipedia Commons



WESTVIEW CEMETERY
ATLANTA, GEORGIA



WESTVIEW CEMETERY
ATLANTA, GEORGIA

Guidelines provided by Jeff Clemmons, Historian at Westview Cemetery



WESTVIEW CEMETERY
ATLANTA, GEORGIA

Site rep and production staff office
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CULTURAL TOURISM

Taliesin West, photo © franklloydwright.org



CULTURAL TOURISM

Serpent Mound, Serpent Mound Collection, ca. 1960-1980. 
Photo © Ohio History Connection



CULTURAL TOURISM

Tower of London; London, England
Photo © Wikipedia



CULTURAL TOURISM

Baggins House at Bag End
Photo © Hobbiton™ Movie Set Tours



CULTURAL TOURISM

© South Carolina Lowcounty and Resort Islands

© Discover South Carolina

© Visit Beaufort, Port Royal, Sea Islands



SITE INTERPRETATION

SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR’S GUIDELINES FOR EVALUATION

Location

Setting

Design

Materials

Workmanship

Feeling

Association
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SITE INTERPRETATION

SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR’S GUIDELINES FOR EVALUATION

Location

Setting

Design

Materials

Workmanship

Feeling

Association
Difficult & Subjective



SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR’S DEFINITION OF INTEGRITY:

“The assessment of integrity for properties considered for 
information potential depends on the data requirements of 

the applicable research design…it is important that the 
significant data contained in the property remain sufficiently 

intact to yield the expected important information, if the 
appropriate study techniques are to be employed.”



”

“ -the tourist experience is a combination of a constructed 
image, the perception of this image, and subsequent on-site 

consumption and experience.

Stefan Roesch

The Experiences of Film Location Tourists



PRINCIPLES OF INTERPRETATION
FREEMAN TILDEN, INTERPRETING OUR HERITAGE

1. Any interpretation that does not somehow relate to what is being displayed or described to something within the personality 
or experience of the visitor will be sterile.

2. Information, as such, is not interpretation. Interpretation is revelation based upon information, but they are entirely different 
things. However, all interpretation includes information.

3. Interpretation is an art which combines many arts whether the materials presented are scientific, historical, or architectural. 
Any art is in some degree teachable.

4. The chief aim of interpretation is not instruction, but provocation.

5. Interpretation should aim to present a whole rather than a part and must address itself to the whole man rather than any 
phase.

6. Interpretation addressed to children should not be a dilution of the presentation to adults but should follow a fundamentally
different approach.
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IS THERE A HAPPY MIDDLE?



OHIO STATE REFORMATORY (OSR)
MANSFIELD, OHIO

Photo © Destination Mansfield, Richland County

Historic postcard c. 1910, image © Memory Lane at memoryln.net

Opened 1896, closed 1990.

NRHP listed in 2002

Photo c. 1980



OHIO STATE REFORMATORY
MANSFIELD, OHIO
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OHIO STATE REFORMATORY
MANSFIELD, OHIO Screen-captures from The Shawshank Redemption, 

dir. Frank Darabont
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OHIO STATE REFORMATORY
MANSFIELD, OHIO

Screen-captures from The Shawshank Redemption, dir. Frank Darabont



MOVING FORWARD

Challenges

 If property is a business, existing business competes 
with film shoot

 Potential for material damages

 Film industry treats built environment as ephemeral

 Film industry won’t always understand the limitations 
of a historic property

 Logistical challenges of moving around a historic 
resource
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Challenges

 If property is a business, existing business competes 
with film shoot

 Potential for material damages

 Film industry treats built environment as ephemeral

 Film industry won’t always understand the limitations 
of a historic property

 Logistical challenges of moving around a historic 
resource

Overcoming Challenges

 Have on-site representation

 Control the environment

 Treat guidelines as a living document

 Negotiate for damages compensation

 Prioritize site integrity post-film shoot

Benefits

 Immense economic impact

 Exposure to new audiences



MOVING FORWARD

Be open to film tourists, take it as 
an opportunity to teach!



”

“ Through interpretation, understanding; through 
understanding, appreciation; through appreciation, 

protection.

- Freeman Tilden
Interpreting Our Heritage
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