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Considered 

Jackson Dent

Clemson MSHP '26



What is a rain porch?



Research 

Problem:

ÅUnderstudied in scholarship 

ÅInconsistent terminology 

ÅRarely identified as a distinct type

Goal:

Provide comprehensive study of the rain porch's 

development, geographic distribution, and create a typology 

of rain porch styles



Migration

Rain porches spread through planter migration 

and cotton expansion

Geographic Distribution
Highest concentration: Pee Dee region of 

South Carolina



Migration
Rain porches spread through planter 

migration and cotton expansion



Typology



Evolution
Vernacular to High Style



Thank you!

QUESTIONS? JACKSONDENT97@GMAIL.C
OM



Tribute to the Dead is 
Honor to the Living:
Uncovering the Evolution of Vernacular Funerary Monuments in 
^̞ȹʈ̕ứfʤ̼ʤφʤΡ˯ʤεứ˯̓ứf˜ȹΡ̞ʤεφ͔̓ᶩεứǦΡʀȹ̓ứËΡ͔Хφ˜ứ^͔Ϡ̓ʓȹΡг

Lorena Garrod
Master of Science in Historic Preservation 
Spring 2026



Primary Research Question

Q1: Identifying patterns of change in the funerary 
ȹΡʈ˜˯φʤʈφϠΡʤứ͔˅ứ^̞ȹʈ̕ứʈʤ̼ʤφʤΡ˯ʤεứХ˯φ˜˯̓ứf˜ȹΡ̞ʤεφ͔̓ᶩεứǦΡʀȹ̓ứ
Growth Boundary

Q2: How these changes, spanning over a century (1863 -
1975) reflect the broader changes in architectural 
expression in identity for these Black communities 



Deeper Understanding

Ἷ Cost analysis 
Ἷ Wage analysis

Wage Gap Between White and African 

American Males

Year Ratio

Eve of Civil War 56:1

1870 23:1

1920 10:1

1950s 7:1



Findings

Ἷ Material
ὀ Marble and Granite 
ὀ Concrete

Ἷ Marker Type
ὀ Size

Ἷ Motif 
ὀ Religious
ὀ Floral 
ὀ Combination



Thank you!

Lorena Garrod

MSHP Class of 2026

lgarrod@clemson.edu

303 -803 -5875

mailto:lgarrod@clemson.edu


Summer















04X^REvE^YƇ*­ƇEYv4YvŜƇ4¦ Rz vEY@Ƈ+D lR4pv^YźpƇ
RED X PLACARD PROCEDURES, ENFORCEMENT 
PRACTICES, AND COMMUNICATION METHODS
IN THE LOSS OF HISTORIC STRUCTURES
Presented by JessicaStech

MSHP Clemson University 2026



Research Problem

Red X Placards mark unsafe structures for first 
responders

Common perception: Red X = demolition

Increased vacancy, deterioration, and loss of 
historic structures

Unclear how placards influence outcomes



Research Questions



Methodology

Qualitative Research:
Methods

1. Archival Research θData collection to find patterns

2. Field Survey θVerifying the current condition 

3. Semi-Structured Interviews - To gain a comprehensive understanding of current communication 

methods, departmental roles, and procedural responsibilities within the tagging process. 

Interviews Include:

1)The Charleston Fire Department 3)The Board of Architectural Review

2)The Livability Board 4)Architect



Key Findings

Placards vs Outcomes

The majority of structures = No change or restored

Very few demolitions have been recorded

Placard functions as a life-safety indicator
χ NOT a demolition order

Placard Type vs Structure Outcome



Key Findings

What Drives Outcomes:

1. Ownership

χmŝƆǙǡσϐǖǙƳǖŝǙǭȔ

χ Absentee owners

2. Financial limitations

χ Cost of maintenance and repairs

χ Limited funding access

3. Regulatory challenges

χ BAR requirements

χ Material restrictions
*Delays in maintenance = increased deterioration

Structure Outcome by Neighborhood

Structure Outcome vs Owner Type



Key Findings

Communication Gaps:

1. Limited communication between:

χ City departments

χ Departments and homeowners

2. Unclear processes after placard placement

3. Public perception:

χ Red X placard = beyond saving

4. Lack of accessible information and guidance

Structure Outcome by Historic District and BAR Purview



Conclusions

Red X placards do NOT enable demolition -by- intent

There is no direct link between placards and demolition outcomes

Deterioration is caused by:

χ Ownership challenges

χ Financial barriers

χ Communication gaps

The issue is multi - layered
49 Reid Street 
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Jessica Stech | MSHP 2026
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Jstech@Clemson.edu



Using Non -Invasive Metal Detecting, 

Ground Penetrating Radar, and Light 

Detection and Ranging Surveys to Locate 

Non -Extant Structures on a Plantation in 

Charleston County, South Carolina

Thompson McCormick Teasdale

Candidate, Master of Science in Historic Preservation

Dr. Laurel Bartlett, PhD, Chair

March 25, 2026



Research Questions

1. Does metal detecting used in a multi-phased methodology aid in identifying 

non-extant structures?

Secondary Questions

1. Are metal clusters identified by the metal detector confirmed by GPR and 

LiDAR results?

2. How effective is LiDAR at identifying ground changes in a small area?

3. What can be gleaned from the spatial data?
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Findings and Conclusions at a Glance

ƀ Metal detector useful in areas of high metal concentration

ƀ LiDAR not effective for small survey areas as literature suggested

ƀ No GPR results, but only partial survey undertaken due to time constraints

Key Takeaways

ƀ Success of metal detecting survey

ƀ Metal detecting as a tool to rival shovel tests and other preliminary survey 

methods

ƀ Metal detecting can identify areas of activity even within large concentrations 

of metal
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Thank you!

Questions? 
Email: tteasda@clemson.edu



Rainbow Row: Tourism, Color, and the 
Making of a Civic Icon, 1930s - 1960s

Samantha Ellen Threlkeld
Clemson UniversityMaster of Science in Historic Preservation

Chair Laurel Bartlett, Ph.D.



Research Questions

How were the painted fa­adesof Rainbow Row leveraged in
marketing and tourism narratives from the 1930s to the 1960s, and
what do those representations of the Row in media and
promotional materials tell us about Charleston's evolving civic
image?

1.

What does paint analysis reveal about the timeline of color
applications across Rainbow Row, and can distinct phases of
painting be identified and correlated with archival documentation
or shifts in preservation philosophy?

2.
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107-N-5

Postcard. 1950. LCDL.

secondary

1. When is Rainbow Row first mentioned in published local sources?

2. When was the first building along Rainbow Row painted colorfully?



National Magazine Findings
National media positioned Charleston, not Rainbow Row, as the 
primary subject of interest.
Rainbow Row functioned as a visual proxy for Charlestonós 
historic character.

ÅThe 1939 National Geographic article by DeBose Heyward
marks the earliest confirmed national representation.
Å1947 Saturday Evening Post article by Herbert Ravenel Sass

emphasizes the restored nature of the Row.

Dominant Themes:
Åpicturesque streetscape
Åarchitectural charm
Åtravel and leisure
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National Geographic article coding. 1939



Local Marketing Findings

Local media initially frames Rainbow Row as a restoration project tied to civic responsibility, before 
transitioning toward its use as a recognizable attraction for civic branding. 

ÅFirst local reference in News & Courier in 1938
ÅFirst map call-out: 1943
ÅFirst image once deemed Rainbow Row: HABS c. 1939
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Historic Charleston Map. 1943 Postcard. 1960s. HCF.HCF Tour of Homes Cover. 1953



Paint Analysis Findings

Å95 East Bay

Å107 East Bay
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