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HISTORY OF THE CONGAREE RIVER CIVIL WAR 
ORDNANCE DUMP SITE

“The whole army is burning with an insatiable desire to wreak 
vengeance upon South Carolina,” Sherman wrote. “I almost tremble at 
her fate but feel that she deserves all that seems in store for her.”
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Site Origins

February 1865

A Journal, Kept By 
Emma Florence Leconte, From Dec. 31, 1864 

To Aug. 6, 1865, Written In Her Seventeenth Year 
And Containing A Detailed Account Of The 
Burning Of Columbia, By One Who Was An 

Eyewitness.

• Feb. 12th or 13th. Father brought in some news this morning. First 

and worst, the Yankees are skirmishing at Orangeburg. Second and 

more encouraging, Gen. Hampton says Sherman will not come to 

Columbia. 
• Feb. 14th, Tuesday. What a panic the whole town is in! The Yankees 

are reported a few miles off on the other side of the river. How strong 

no one seems to know. It is decided if this be true that we will remain 

quietly here, father alone leaving. It is thought Columbia can hardly 

be taken by a raid as we have the whole of Butler's cavalry here.

• Friday, 17th Feb. One o'clock p.m. - Well, they are here. Gen. 

Sherman has assured the Mayor, "that he and all the citizens may sleep 

securely and quietly tonight as if under Confederate rule.”

• Saturday afternoon, Feb. 18th. What a night of horror, misery and 

agony! Strange as it may seem we were actually idiotic enough to 

believe Sherman would keep his word! - A Yankee - and Sherman! The 

fire on Main Street was now raging, and we anxiously watched its 

progress from the upper front windows. In a little while however the 

flames broke forth in every direction. The drunken devils roamed 

about setting fire to every house the flames seemed likely to spare. 

• Sunday, Feb. 19th. While we stood by the front window the house 

was shaken by a terrible explosion. Henry has just explained it. Our 

men had buried a number of shells near the river - an attempt was 

made to excavate them and one going off accidentally exploded the 

rest, killing wounding a great many Yankees. How I rejoice to think of 

any of them being killed.
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February 1865

Official Records of the Civil War

Columbia, S. C., February 18, 1865. 

I have in charge, at the citadel where the South Carolina Military School 

was kept, a large quantity of infantry and artillery ammunition; parts of 

gun carriages; guns, large and small; cavalry equipments; tools, and a 

large amount of other property useful to the service, which all portions of 

the army needing the same are requested to call for and appropriate. The 

officer in charge is directed to recognize all requisitions, however 

informal. 

W. B. HAZEN, 

Major-General.

Numbers 5. Report of Bvt. Brigadier General Orlando, M. Poe, Corps of 

Engineers, U. S. Army, Chief Engineer. WASHINGTON, D. C., October 

8, 1865.

On the 17th a pontoon bridge was built just above the ruins of the former 

bridge over Broad River, three miles above Columbia, and the Right Wing 

crossed to the north bank and occupied the city, the greater part of which 

was burned during the night. Many reasons are given for this flagrant 

violation of General Sherman's orders, but, as far as I could judge, it was 

principally due to the fact that the citizens gave liquor to the troops until 

they were crazily drank and beyond the control of their officers. 

February 19.  A detail of 500 men each from the First and Second 

Brigades, properly officered for fatigue duty, together with the pioneer 

corps and fifty wagons, reported to Captain Buel, chief ordnance officer, 

to destroy public works, machinery, ordnance, ordnance stores, and 

ammunition, of which there were large quantities. February 19, the work 

of demolishing stores of all kinds continued.

During the day an explosion took place near the river, where a detail of the 

Sixty-third Illinois Volunteer Infantry were unloading ammunition and 

throwing it into the river, caused by the reckless habits our soldiers get 

into by their familiarity with danger. By this explosion Capt. W. M. Davis, 

Jesse Johnson, and James Kilpatrick, of Company F, Sixty-third Illinois 

Volunteer Infantry, and Coleman P. Wright, of the Tenth Iowa Volunteer 

Infantry, were instantly killed. Twenty-one men of the Sixty-third Illinois 

were severely burnt and wounded. (Sergeant Dalbey is dead.) One wagon 

and six mules were burned up and a number of animals more or less 

injured. I am unable to report the amount of machinery, ordnance, 

ordnance stores and ammunition destroyed by the detail from my 

command, but some idea may be formed from the fact that it occupied 

1,200 men (including pioneer corps) and 50 wagons from 1 p. m. on the 

18th until 6 p. m. on the 19th. I am, major, very respectfully, your obedient 

servant,

JNO. E. SMITH,
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SC State Armory/Palmetto Armory 1865
www.historiccolumbia.org
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The Confederate ordnance stored 
in Columbia in 1865 
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SMOOTHBORE

FIELD  ARTILLERY

AMMUNITION



Fixed Ammunition

9



• Smoothbore field artillery 
ammunition was usually 
manufactured and issued as 
fixed rounds

• 6-pounder shells attached to 
their wooden sabots

• Common shell – meant to 
burst into shrapnel

• Spherical case shot – filled 
with smaller balls
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Canister Shot
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SMOOTHBORE
HEAVY  ARTILLERY
AMMUNITION
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SMOOTHBORE  
PROJECTILE 
FUSING



Bormann Time Fuse
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Miscellaneous
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Post Civil War

• For years after the war people would dive 

into the river and recover cannon balls and 

shells (Williams 1929).

• June 1930, The State reported that two 

fishermen recovered ammunition from the 

area of a small tributary near the base of the 

Gervais Street Bridge. 

• Fall 1930, New Brookland Mayor L. Hall 

organize a project to recover the artifacts.

• According to The State, Hall believed 

they had recovered practically all the 

ammunition that was deposited in the 

river. 

• In 1938 the Spartanburg Herald, two New 

Brookland high school boys found an 

artillery projectile in the Congaree River.
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Post Civil War

• From 1906 to the mid-1950s, a 

manufactured gas plant (MGP) that 

operated on Huger Street allowed 

coat tar runoff to empty into the 

Congaree River.
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Post Civil War 
Photos Courtesy of WC Smith

• Beginning in the 1970s a number of formal recovery 

and salvage projects have been conducted at the sites.

• South Carolina Underwater Antiquities Act

• 1980 SCIAA Salvage License - Diving

• 1983 SCIAA Salvage License – Intensive 

excavation  Site assigned the number 38RD286
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Site Origins

Post Civil War 
Photos Courtesy of WC Smith

• 1983 SCIAA Salvage License –
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Current Recovery

• 2010 – Congaree River Keeper gets a report 

of tar-like material in the river at the Senate 

St. Landing.

• Over a period of 18 months, from 2010 to 

2012, Tidewater Atlantic Research, Inc. 

conducted remote sensing surveys within the 

course of the river and on the eastern bank.



22

Site Origins

Current Recovery
• 2012 – Dominion/SCANA begins planning the removal of 

the contaminated sediment and the mitigation of the 

Ordnance Dump Site.

• 2014 – Archaeological surveys on the riverbank to confirm 

the locations of other archaeological sites

• 2015 – Plans approved. Tuesday September 29, 2015, 

excavations of the alluvial fan at the Senate St. Landing 

begin. 
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Current Recovery
• Friday. October 2, 2015, it begins to rain.
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Current Recovery
• 2016-2023 – Back to the drawing board

• 2023 – WE ARE BACK



UXO Recovery
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UXO Recovery
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UXO Recovery
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Sediment  
Removal
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Artifact

Recovery
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Artifact

Recovery
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• Iron canister balls, five 

sizes, mixed, N=461.

• Iron grapeshot balls, 2,” 

N=4. 

• Iron canister top plate for 

24-pounder, N=9.

• 6-pounder solid shot cannon 

ball, N=5.

• 12-pounder common shells 

with wood fuse plugs 

(destroyed), N=2.

• 10” common shells with fuse 

wells for wood fuse plug, 

N=3.

• .69 caliber musket balls, 

N=4.

• .69 caliber Burton pattern 

Minie bullet, N=8.

• .577/58 caliber Pritchett 

bullet, N=2.

• .577/.58 caliber Pritchett 

bullets, short pattern, N=20. 
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Artifact

Recovery
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Next 

Steps
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Questions


