STATE HISTORICAL RECORDS ADVISORY BOARD
Meeting Minutes
Tuesday, January 27, 2026
Virtual Meeting via Teams
Present: Kate Boyd, Virginia Ellison, Eric Emerson, Amber Grandstaff, and Gina White

Also Present: Erin Lowry, SC Dept. of Archives and History

The meeting convened at 11:00am and adjourned at 11:55am.

Welcome 
Ms. Lowry welcomed the board members to the virtual meeting.  Because this is the first board meeting with newly appointed members (Ellison and Grandstaff), each person gave a quick introduction of themselves, including their organization, title, and records experience.   
Discussion of 2024/2025 SC SHRAB grant no cost extension
Ms. Lowry gave a brief explanation of the current state of the National Historical Publications and Records Commission (NHPRC) as relayed to her from Jacob Lusk, Director for State Programs.  She advised that the commission has been unable to meet, so none of the 2026-2027 applications have been funded.  In order to continue the South Carolina SHRAB program, the SHRAB was granted a no-cost extension on the 24/25 grant to spend the remaining $9322.63 until May 31, 2026.  Prior to the meeting, Ms. Lowry shared with the board, a compiled a list of possible projects to undertake during the no-cost extension based on the SC SHRAB 2026-2027 application submitted to the NHPRC.  
The board discussed the possible projects, including updating the strategic plan, updating the historical repository, webinars, regrant program, microgrants, and scholarships.  The board ultimately decided that the strategic plan, historical repository, and regrant programs would be not be undertaken during the extension due to these being long term projects, and in the case of the regrant program, beyond the cost of the remaining funds.  In addition, because the planned webinar topics directly relate to the audience of the regrant program, the board decided to pursue those once additional funding is available in the future to support the regrant program.  
The board agreed that it would be feasible to undertake the microgrant and the scholarship program during the extension period.  The funds will be distributed so that the microgrant program receives $5,000, while the scholarship program receives $4,000, allowing for a maximum individual award amount of $1,000.  Because an abbreviated Microgrant Program was offered in 2025, the board will use the same guidelines and application as that program.  However, because the scholarship program is a new program, the board discussed guidelines, such as limiting the recipients to employees and volunteers of SC archival institutions, confirming the approved conference/training, and only funding up to $1000 rather than reimbursing all related costs, such as registration, travel, lodging.  
Ms. Lowry noted that she will finalize the documents for the guidelines and applications for both programs and send them to the board for review and approval.  Once approved, she will post the announcement (and related documents) to the SHRAB website as well as share with several SC historical/archival organizations during the first week in February.    
There was also discussion on additional topics for future webinars, specifically, how to get upper management invested in records management or how to encourage smaller institutions to apply for SHRAB regrants.  Similarly, discussion included the suggestion of creating a SHRAB handbook for use by archival/records institutions that will focus on the offerings/programs of SHRAB and how these programs can work for them.  Discussion also included ways to increase the number of applicants for the regrant program, including a review of the guidelines to relax some of the requirements, such as not requiring an interim report or other ways to make the program application less intimidating.   

Other Business
Dr. Emerson provided additional detail regarding the requirements for the NHPRC to hold a commission meeting.  He also advised on the status of the two additional individuals (Shante Ellis and Meg Mougan) awaiting board appointment.  He also asked the board for suggestions for a board member from Clemson University, and Kelly Riddle, Director of Digitization and Digital Projects was suggested by Ms. Boyd and Ms. Grandstaff.  Dr. Emerson noted that he would prefer an archivist since the individual will be replacing Brenda Burk, the former archivist.   

Next meeting
The board determined that another meeting will be scheduled if the NHPRC meets and funds the 2026/2027 application, so the next meeting will be scheduled via email by Ms. Lowry, as needed.  

Adjournment
Ms. Lowry adjourned the meeting at 11:55 a.m.
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