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Outline:

ÅWorking parts of cities
ÅSlaves spaces, work spaces, etc.

ÅContext/ area canvasing

ÅPublic records

ÅPhysical documentation
ÅSanborns
ÅPhotos
ÅMaterial analysis

ÅBiographical research

ÅCase studies throughout



Working class parts of cities: spatial 
arrangement of servants and slaves

View of Single houses on Society Street, circa 1888, with hyphenated kitchens 



Yard buildings 
and spaces

ÅKitchen house and laundries

ÅSlave and servants quarters

ÅStables

ÅWorkshops

ÅWork yards and formal gardens

ÅRented space in larger houses
Å Duplexing and multiple units in 

former single family houses

ÅTenements and cottages



Rear yards in Radcliffeborough, 1930s



Slaves lived in more diverse places than we think: The Elliott 
{ǘǊŜŜǘ ǘƻǿƴ ƘƻǳǎŜǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ .ƛƭƭȅ ǿŀǎ άƭƛǾƛƴƎ ƻǳǘέ



Tradespeople: workshops, businesses, and home

ÅMany tradesmen had home 
shops
ÅApprentices often lived on site, as 

did enslaved craftsmen
ÅCommercial spaces on bottom 

floor

ÅSold their own goods
ÅMost produced goods on order 

(not speculatively)
ÅMost customers were local
ÅBefore modern banking, 

prominent tradesmen might give 
loans and mortgages to fellow 
workers

Top right: Rainbow Row shops and residences; bottom right: 
a typical shop and residence arrangement, Meeting Street



Context: themes of connection

ÅThe built environment
ÅForms
ÅStyles/ architectural features 
ÅUsage (residential/ businesses?)
ÅRental or owned? Multiple units?

ÅCulture

ÅDevelopment/Planning

ÅPast events and land use

ÅParticular property type 

ÅAge

ÅRoll of transportation or technology



Patterns in the built environment 

ÅCharleston streetscapes: 
Structure (single houses), 
Hyphen/transition 
(piazzas), open space 
(driveways.)

ÅSummerville: rural main 
street (suburban 
character, lower density, 
parking


