


TYPES OF RESOURCES
• Archival Sources - Digital

• Maps (Sanborn Fire Insurance and others with building footprints; Birdseye views; property maps – always 
check against Google Earth!)

• Government records (building permits, plumbing inspection, photographs)
• Contemporary newspapers 
• City directories (some digital)
• Oral histories and other first-hand accounts (some digital)

• Archival Sources – Repositories
• Business records (architects, builders) – South Caroliniana Library, Richland Library
• Personal papers and manuscripts (some digital or published)
• Vertical files (some digital) – Historic Columbia, City of Columbia Planning/Preservation
• Register of Deeds

• Other Sources
• Snooping around the attic…
• What does the building say?



Modjeska Simkins Dependency
Constructed between 1895-1897

Modjeska Simkins Stories

Simkins, circa 1946. 
Courtesy South Caroliniana Library, 

University of South Carolina



Modjeska Simkins House
Constructed between 1890-1895

Modjeska Simkins Stories



Modjeska Simkins Stories

2010 Dependency Findings:
• No Porch, appears north facing
• Address associated with 1320 Elmwood, 

not 2025 Marion

1919 Sanborn Fire Insurance Map
Courtesy South Caroliniana Library, 
University of South Carolina



Modjeska Simkins Stories



Modjeska Simkins Stories



Modjeska Simkins Stories



Modjeska Simkins Stories



Modjeska Simkins Stories

Joseph Winter collection, 
Columbia Rehabilitation 
Commission. 

Courtesy South Caroliniana Library, 
University of South Carolina



Modjeska Simkins Stories



Modjeska Simkins Stories

1919 Sanborn Fire Insurance Map
• Footprints are correct but address 

not.
• Deeds show property depth 

maintained at 165 feet since at 
least 1879

2020 Findings
Deed transfers
• Oct 1890 $462.50
• Jan 1895 $462.50 (family)
• 1913 $3,500 (w/ improvements)

Courtesy South Caroliniana Library, 
University of South Carolina



Modjeska Simkins Stories

Map of Columbia, SC & Its Suburbs, 1895, 
by Niernsee and Lamotte



Modjeska Simkins Stories

1897-1898 Columbia City Directory
Courtesy South Caroliniana Library, 
University of South Carolina



1950 Census for 2025 Marion Street

1943 Columbia City Directory

Courtesy Ancestry.com

Modjeska Simkins Stories



Modjeska Simkins Stories



Horry-Guignard House & Dependency
Constructed circa 1813

Horry-Guignard Stories



Complete set of journals published in 2012

Initially compiled and published by 
A.S. Salley between 1937 and 1947.

Horry-Guignard Stories



Horry-Guignard Stories

Columbia’s Oldest Homes,” Elizabeth Rucker 
Norris. The State, November 18, 1931

Initial marker text published in The State did 
not mention Horry



Horry Guignard Stories

1960 1971 1987



Horry Guignard Stories

Birdseye View of 
Columbia, 1872 

by C. Drie

Courtesy Library of Congress



Horry Guignard Stories



Horry Guignard Stories



Horry Guignard Stories



Horry Guignard Stories



Horry Guignard Stories



Taylor House Stories

Taylor House
Constructed circa 1908



Taylor House Stories

2013



Taylor House Stories



Taylor House Stories



“Residences on 
Senate Street, Columbia, SC,” 
[1910].

Courtesy Midlands Postcard 
Collection, Richland Library

Taylor House Stories



Taylor House Stories

“Fine Colonial 
Residence,
Pendleton 
Street, 
Columbia, SC” 
[1911]. – NOT!

Courtesy Midlands 
Postcard 
Collection, 
Richland Library



Taylor House Stories



Taylor House Stories
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Taylor House Stories
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Taylor House Stories



Taylor House Stories



The State, May 5, 1906.

House moved was built by 
James S. Guignard for 
daughter, later moved 
next to namesake house 
of Gibbes Green. 
Demolished in 1964 for 
UofSC expansion.

Taylor House Stories



The State, July 6, 1907.

“new residence” implies 
completion but does not 
confirm it.

Taylor House Stories



LINKS TO LOCAL RESOURCES
South Caroliniana Digital Library:
https://sc.edu/about/offices_and_divisions/university_libraries/browse/digital_collections/index.php

https://sc.edu/about/offices_and_divisions/university_libraries/browse/digital_collections/index.php


LINKS TO LOCAL RESOURCES
Historic Columbia Foundation Website (other local museums, etc.):
https://www.historiccolumbia.org

https://www.historiccolumbia.org/


LINKS TO LOCAL RESOURCES
Sanborn Fire Maps of South Carolina (also Library of Congress):
https://digital.library.sc.edu/collections/sanborn-fire-insurance-maps-of-south-carolina/

https://digital.library.sc.edu/collections/sanborn-fire-insurance-maps-of-south-carolina/


LINKS TO LOCAL RESOURCES
US Geological Historical Maps (1884-2006):
https://ngmdb.usgs.gov/topoview/

https://ngmdb.usgs.gov/topoview/


LINKS TO LOCAL RESOURCES
Richland Library Walker History Center (local library):
https://www.richlandlibrary.com/local-history

https://www.richlandlibrary.com/local-history
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